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PREFACE. 


In  presenting  the  following,  much  called  for  work, 
to  the  Christian  public,  I  would  inform  the  reader, 
that  I  have,  instead  of  translating  and  publishing  the. 
long  preface  and  introduction,  found  in  the  German 
Edition,  decidedly  preferred  publishing  the  Sei  mon 
referred  to  in  the  title-page  of  this  work,  on  “I  he 
Religious  Spirit  of  the  Present  Age”  as  calculated,  un¬ 
der  the  blessing  of  God,  to  pour  in  a  flood  ot  light 
upon  the  mind,  warm  the  affections  of  the  soul,  and 
thus  prepare  us  to  approach  a  Throne  ot  Grace,  in 
order  t  >  wrestle  with  God,  in  supplication  and  prayer 
that  he  may  soon  beget  unto  his  name  much  honor 
and  glory, ‘in  accomplishing  the  great  and  glorious 
things  set  forth,  in  such  a  vivid,  original  and  masterly 
manner,  in  this  splendid  pi  oduction . 

In  reference  to  the  other  matter  contained  in  this 
volume,  I  remark,  that  the  instructions  are  so  scriptu - 
ral  and  practical ;  the  hymns  so  inspiring,  and  the 
prayers  breathe  forth  such  an  ardent  spirit  of  hum¬ 
ble  piety  and  gratitude,  as  unequivocally  evince,  that 
the  authors  of  them,  were  deeply  impressed  with  a 
consciousness  of  God’s  special  and  over-ruling  Prov¬ 
idence,  guardian  protection,  and  parental  benevo¬ 
lence  The  glorious  perfections  of  Jehovah  are  ac¬ 
knowledged  with  humble  reverence;  whilst  the  name 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  is  magnified 
and  praised  in  strains  of  liveliest  and  most  heart-fe  t 

gratitude. 

As  secret  scrutiny  into  our  own  hearts,  and  private 
meditations,  are  the  special  and  only  true  means, 
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(under  the  divine  blessing)  of  arriving  at  a  correct 
knowledge  of  ourselves,  which  ever  precede  greater 
attainments  in  the  Christian  life;  I  venture  to  assert, 
that  no  one  can  make  these  devotions  a  part  of  his 
daily  religious  exercises,  without  feeling  his  imper¬ 
fections,  and  endeavoring  to  reform  the  whole  course 
of  his  life  and  conduct.  In  addition  to  what  has  al¬ 
ready  been  said,  in  commendation  of  this  work,  I 
would  only  publish  a  resolution  which  was  unanim¬ 
ously  passed  by  the  ‘Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  of  Pennsylvania  arid  adjacent  States'  as  placed 
upon  record  and  published  in  their  minutes  of  Sept. 
1832,  which  is  in  substance  as  follows:  “Mr.  Reitzel 
of  Carlisle,  appeared  before  this  Synod,  with  a  Pros¬ 
pectus,  to  publish  on  subscription,  a  new  edition  ofZol- 
likoffer's  Prayer  Book,  ^c.  in  order  to  obtain  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  views  of  this  Rev’d.  Body,  relative  to 
this  publication;  therefore,  unanimously  resolved,  that 
we  cordially  recommend  this  excellent  work,  to  all  the 
members  of  our  congregations,  and  pledge  ourselves 
to  use  our  best  efforts,  to  promote  its  general  circula¬ 
tion,” 

And  in  fine,  it  is  to  he  devoutly  wished,  that  books  of 
this  character  and  merit,  were  more  generally  multi¬ 
plied  and  circulated,  throughout  our  highly  privileged 
country,  for  the  advancement  of  correct  morals  and 
pure  and  undefiled  religion.  That,  that  God  who 
is  the  hearer  and  answerer  of  prayer,  may  accompany 
this  effort  to  promote  his  honor  and  glory,  in  fur¬ 
thering  the  best  interests  of  immortal  souls,  is  the 
devout  and  fervent  prayer  of  your  sincere  friend  and 

brother’  ,  THE  EDITOR. 

Carlisle,  January  25th,  1833, 


A  SERMON 


IN  VINDICATION  OP  THE 

RELIGIOUS  SPIRIT  OF  TPIE  AGE. 

PREACHED  APRIL  9TH,  1820,  IN  THE  MIDDLE  DUTCH  CHURCH,  NEW-YORK,  ON 
THE  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

BY  ALEXANDER  McCBEIiLAND,  D.  D, 

Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  New-Brunswick ,  N.  J. 

“  Others  mocking ,  said ,  These  men  are  drunk  with  new 

wine.” — Acts  ii.  13. 

This  was  the  language  of  certain  Hebrew  wits,  on 
witnessing  the  marvellous  effects  of  the  first  effusion 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  primitive  disciples  of  our 
ascended  Lord.  They  appear  to  have  belonged  to 
that  numerous  and  respectable  class  of  observers,  who 
with  extraordinary  pretensions  to  liberality,  neverthe¬ 
less  contrive  to  settle  themselves  in  the  conviction  of 
the  honest  Hermit,  who  believed  that  the  sun  shone 
no  where  except  in  his  own  cell,  and  who  reject  the 
plainest  truths,  when  the  belief  of  them  will  interfere 
with  any  favorite  conceits  or  habits  of  thinking  to 
which  they  have  been  long  habituated.  In  the  present 
case,  facts  were  before  them,  with  an  evidence,  we 
might  suppose,  entirely  irresistible.  It  was  impossi¬ 
ble  for  them  to  question,  that  an  astonishing  revolu¬ 
tion  had  been  wrought,  and  that,  suddenly ,  on  the  per¬ 
sons  whose  conduct  they  were  marking.  Though, 
perhaps,  not  personally  present  when  the  prelimin¬ 
aries  took  place,  they  had  full  demonstration;  as  full 
as  oral  testimony  could  give,  that  cloven  tongues  sat 
upon  them,  and  that  a  mighty  preternatural  wind  filled 
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the  house:  and  now  they  were  hearing,  with  their 
own  ears,  these  fishermen  of  Galilee,  speaking  in  in¬ 
numerable  foreign  languages,  insomuch  that  Partlii- 
ans,  Medes,  Phrygians,  Romans,  Cretes,  and  Barbari¬ 
ans,  lift  up  their  hands,  in  utter  amazement,  and  ex¬ 
claim  to  one  another,  “What  meaneth  this  ?  We  do 
hear  them  speak,  in  our  own  tongues,  the  wonderful 
works  of  God  !”  But  what  was  their  conclusion?  Pre¬ 
cisely  such  as  might  be  expected  from  little  and  shri¬ 
velled  minds,  pent  up  in  the  dungeon  of  their  own 
contracted  notions.  Totally  disqualified  to  enter  in¬ 
to  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  finding  nothing  in  their 
preconceived  maxims  that  harmonised  with  the  au¬ 
gust  scene  that  opened  on  them,  they  view  it  with  the 
most  profound  incredulity,  and,  at  once,  explain  the 
whole  phenomenon,  by  the  oracular  judgment  of  the 
text.  This  trait  of  intellectual  character  is  not  rarely 
found  in  the  World,  and  many,  we  fear,  are  the  literati 
of  renown,  who,  if  Weighed  in  the  balance  of  plain 
common  sense,  would  be  forced  to  take  their  place 
among  these  ancient  sages,  who,  to  escape  the  absur¬ 
dity  of  acknowledging  their  own' ignorance,  adopted 
the  theory,  that  strong  drink  can  teach  languages. 

On  this  subject,  the  little  history,  in  connection  with 
the  text,  inculcates  a  very  profitable  lesson.  It  admin¬ 
isters  a  forcible  reproof  to  all  those  adorers  of  their 
own  little  intellects,  who  make  themselves  the  world, 
by  which  they  try  other  worlds ;  a  partial  and  limited 
observation,  the  measure  of  all  things  human  and  di¬ 
vine.  It  teaches  the  propriety  of  a  cautious,  humble, 
and  modest  temper,  when  we  decide  on  the  opinions 
of  others ;  since  it  is  very  possible  that  we  view  them 
through  a  false  medium,  or  with  undue  preposses¬ 
sions, or  without  that  acquaintance  with  the  premises 
which  can  qualify  us  to  arbitrate.  It,  likewise,  warns 
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its  against  all  precipitance,  in  condemning  tli  &  feelings 
and* conduct  of  others;  suggesting  the  very  import¬ 
ant  reflection,  that  what  tve  may  be  disposed  to  call 
absurdity ,  may  be  only  a  repugnance  with  certain  ab¬ 
surdities  of  our  own;  and  that  the  spirit  we  condemn 
may  owe  its  misfortune,  not  to  any  intrinsic  demerit, 
but  to  our  entire  inability  to  enter  into,  or  appreci¬ 
ate  it — a  case,  we  believe,  of  very  frequent  occur¬ 


rence. 

It  is  my  intention,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  at¬ 
tempt  the  correction  of  one  of  these  unfavourable 
prejudgments ;  and  one,  winch  we  think,  pecuLaiJy 
injurious,  whether  it  be  regarded  in  its  influence  on 
society,  or  the  individuals  by  whom,  or  against  whom 
it  is  exercised.  We  presume  there  are  none  in  tnis 
assembly  who  are  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  during 
the  last  fifteen  years  the  church  lias  been  exposing 
herself,  for  the  first  time  since  the  Apostolic  days,  to 
a  charge,  somewhat  resembling  that  alleged  in  the 
text  against  the  primitive  disciples.  An  extraordinary 
and  unparalleled  excitement  prevails  through  Chris - 
tenclom ,  characterized  by  an  earnest  zeal  for  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  true  religion,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
but  more  especially  by  an  irrepressible  desire  for  e- 
vangelizing  the  Heathen,  and  by  this  means,  accom¬ 
plishing  the  promise,  that  “the  mountain  of  the  Lord’s 
house  shall  be  established  upon  the  tops  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it.”  Zion  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  awoke  from  the  slumber  of  ages,  and 
put  on  her  armor,  and  resolved,  in  the  might  of  the 
Lord,  to  take  possession  of  the  rich  inheritance  be- 
bueathed  to  her,  but  which,  through  her  criminal  a- 
pathy  and  sloth,  has  been  so  long  in  the  undisturbed 
possession  of  her  enemies.  Christians  are  seriously 
entering  into  the  grand  project  of  christianizing  and 


SERMON. 


f 


civilizing  the  globe,  and  are  looking  forward  to  a  peri¬ 
od,  when  there  shall  not  he  a  tribe  in  Tartary’s  wilds 
which  shall  not  offer  to  the  Lord  offerings  of  right¬ 
eousness  and  praise!  They  are  looking  forward  not 
merely  with  hope,  but  with  confidence;  not  with  the 
idleness  of  simple  expectation,  but  with  the  convic¬ 
tion  that  this  glorious  consummation  shall  be  brought 
about  through  their  exertions;  and  accordingly,  they 
are  standing  up  to  the  work,  like  men,  with  a  fixed¬ 
ness  of  purpose,  and  a  calmness  of  resolution  most 
astonishing.  Nothing  more  remarkably  distinguish¬ 
es  this  excitement;  than  its  steadiness  and  continu¬ 
ance.  Unlike  other  moral  epidemics,  which  soon  at¬ 
tain  their  height,  and  sink  as  rapidly  as  they  rise, 
this  is  gathering  new  strength  from  day  to  day. 
Like  Aaron’s  rod  it  swallows  up  every  thing  that 
comes  in  competition  with  it,  triumphing  over  the 
love  of  self,  the  love  of  ease,  the  love  of  sect,  and, 
above  all,  the  innate  repugnance  of  men  to  expend 
their  money  and  time  in  the  prosecution  of  schemes 
which  will  not  immediately  reward  their  pains. 

Now  there  are  not  a  few  who,  by  no  means  admire 
this  remarkable  aspect  of  the  religious  world;  nay, 
who  view  it  with  feelings  of  positive  dislike.  The 
great  excellency  on  which  they  pride  themselves,  is 
a  calmness  and  sobriety  of  thinking,  a  strong  disposi¬ 
tion  to  recoil  from  every  thing  fanciful  and  visionary, 
and,  as  to  religious  enthusiasm,  they  detest  the  very 
name.  Having  thus  the  happiness  of  seeing  things 
dispassionately,  and  as  they  really  are,  they  have  come 
to  the  firm  conclusion,  that  all  those  schemes  for  a- 
meliorating  the  condition  of  the  world,  on  a  great  and 
extensive  scale,  are  just  about  as  wise  and  plausible 
as  the  pursuit  of  the  philosopher's  stone ,  or  perpetual 
motion ,  or  any  other  of  the  numerous  absurdities 
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which  have  issued  from  the  brains  of  projectors. 
They  clearly  see  that  your  Bible  Societies,  and  Mis¬ 
sionary  Societies,  and  Education  Societies,  are  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  new  forms  of  fanaticism;  more 
harmless,  indeed,  than  the  forms  that  went  before; 
but  as  certain  to  be  follow  ed  by  disappointment  and 
the  world’s  contempt.  With  these  views,  they  feel 
bound  as  men  of  sense  and  consistency,  to  shew  them 
no  favor  in  their  practice. 

There  are  others  who  do  not  consider  them  in  a  light 
quite  so  unfavourable,  nor  do  they  scruple  to  lend 
them  their  occasional  sanction  and  assistance.  But 
still  they  have  their  strong  suspicions,  and  even  in 
the  act  of  yielding  to  the  entreaties  of  the  preacher, 
or  some  Christian  friend,  they  cannot  divest  them¬ 
selves  of  the  impression  that  they  might  as  usefully 
have  thrown  their  money  into  mid  ocean.  This,  wre 
believe,  is  the  more  common  feeling  which  prevails  on 
the  subject,  a  scepticism,  a  jealousy,  an  opinion,  on 
the  whole,  that  the  project  though  innocent  and  well 
intended,  is  utterly  futile  and  vain.  They  do  not  re¬ 
flect  that  the  great  obstacle  to  success  is  the  apathy 
of  those  who  are  so  ready  to  prophesy  failure;  and 
who,  influenced  by  their  own  predictions,  will  not 
come  “to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord  against  the  mighty!” 

It  may  be  worth  our  pains,  therefore,  to  offer  a 
few  considerations  tending  to  blunt  the  edge  of  these 
prejudices,  and  to  shew,  that  so  far  from  their  being 
reasonable  and  well  founded,  there  is  something  in 
the  religious  spirit  of  the  age,  which  gives  it  com¬ 
manding  claims  to  the  respect  and  active  support  of 
every  sincere  lover  of  God,  and  well-wisher  to  man. 
I  am  fully  sensible,  that  to  a  large  proportion  of  those 
who  compose  this  respectable  audience,  a  discussion 
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of  this  kind  may  seem  entirely  superfluous.  We 
doubt  not  that  many  of  you  have  long  since  proved 
by  your  practice  that  you  are  decided  friends  to  the 
generous  fanaticism  whose  cause  we  would  plead: 
yet  it  may  be  hoped,  that  even  such  will  not  feel  en¬ 
tirely  uninterested  in  an  attempt  to  obviate  the  scru¬ 
ples  of  those  who  have  not  the  happiness  of  being 
like  minded,  and  whose  co-operation  it  would  be  most 
desirable  to  obtain.  They  will  permit  me  therefore, 
to  address  myself  particularly  to  these,  and  perhaps 
the  result  of  our  vindication  may  be  their  own  addi¬ 
tional  establishment  in  the  truths  we  wish  to  inculcate. 

I.  In  meeting  the  charge  alleged  against  the  spirit 
and  projects  which  of  late  have  become  so  extensive¬ 
ly  popular,  let  us  admit  the  assumed  fact  in  all  its  ex¬ 
tent.  “The  Christian  world  is  cherishing  unfounded 
expectations — amusing  itself  with  gazing  on  a  bub¬ 
ble  in  the  sunbeam.  The  schemes  for  the  ameliora¬ 
tion  of  the  great  human  family  are  impracticable.” 
Admit  it  all.  Still  we  beg  leave  to  promise  an  argu¬ 
ment  in  behalf  of  this  moral  intoxication,  w  hich  shall 
constrain  the  coldest  doubter  to  except  it  from  that 
contempt  with  which  his  philosophic  spirit  usually  re¬ 
gards  enthusiastic  excitements. 

I  begin  with  asking  him  if  he  has  e  ver  reflected  on 
the  redeeming  quality  to  be  found  in  the  principles  and 
motives  from  which  it  has  originated .  I  believe  the 
fiercest  advocates  of  moderation  will  readily  allow 
that  there  are  certain  cases  of  over-heated  imagina¬ 
tion,  which  it  is  impossible  to  contemplate  without 
sentiments  of  esteem  decidedly  preponderating  over 
those  of  dislike.  When  we  see,  for  instance,  a  man 
fraught  with  sensibility,  mistaking  the  aspirations  of 
his  wrarm  heart  for  the  conclusions  of  sober  judg¬ 
ment,  and,  carried  away  by  their  influence  throwing 
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himself  upon  an  impracticable  enterprize,  we  may  be¬ 
stow  one  thought  on  his  too  obvious  indiscretion;  but 
how  soon  is  it  lost  sight  of  in  the  splendour  of  his 
virtue!  We  respect  the  very  dreams  of  such  a  man, 
when,  giving  way  to  the  seducements  of  fancy,  he 
paints  some  Atalantis  or  Utopia,  some  land  of  pure 
delight,  where  love  and  joy  perpetual  reign;  forget¬ 
ting" that  it  is  but  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  too 
splendid  to  be  realized  in  this  vale  of  vicissitude  and 
wo.  We  admire  a  philanthropic  Howard,  spending 
his  life  in  visiting  the  abodes  of  wretchedness  and 
despair,  though  perhaps,  not  one  in  a  thousand  has 
ever  put  the  question,  what  amelioration  he  ever 
succeeded  in  effecting.  The  mere  spectacle  of  such 
godlike  benificence  puts  to  flight  every  thing  like  so¬ 
ber  calculation,  and  we  gladly  surrender  ourselves  to 
the  thrilling  emotions  it  excites! 

I  need  say  but  little  to  explain  the  bearing  of  these 
reflections  on  the  point  before  us.  Whatever  be  the 
insuperable  difficulties  which  he  in  the  way  of  the 
great  Christian  scheme,  the  excellence  of  the  object 
and  the  motives  which  have  induced  its  prosecution, 
are  above  all  praise:  Here  we  find  ourselves  in  an 
impregnable  fortress.  The  object  is  to  raise  to  the 
Deity  a  tribute  of  glory  from  this  fair  creation — to 
extend  the  knowledge  of  his  Son,  through  whom 
alone,  he  has  been  pleased  to  manifest  his  glory — to 
emancipate  the  family  of  man  from  the  thraldom  of 
ignorance  and  sin;  and  from  the  pressure  of  that  fatal 
curse,  which,  for  six  thousand  years,  has  rested  on  by 
far  the  greatest  part  of  this  habitable  globe.  T o  en¬ 
ter  on  this  arduous  task — Christians  have  been  impel¬ 
led  by  motives  as pure  as  the  object  is  glorious;  by  the 
disinterested  desire,  that,  “the  will  of  God  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven,”  by  considering  the  de- 
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p] arable  condition  of  those  who  have  no  God.  and  hy 
the  conviction,  that  as  God  has  made  of  “one  blood 
all  nations  of  the  earth,”  so  all  are  capable  of  being 
restored  to  the  felicity  and  prerogatives  of  their  ex¬ 
alted  nature.  N ow,  we  appeal  to  the  soberest  thinker, 
whether  the  charge  of  extravagance,  in  such  an  un¬ 
dertaking,  be  not  the  highest  eulogy?  For  to  what 
does  it  amount?  Simply  to  this.  The  fervors  of  their 
benevolence  have  carried  them  so  far  beyond  them¬ 
selves,  have  so  over-reached  their  judgment  and  pow¬ 
ers  of  accurate  calculation,  that  they  have  given  them¬ 
selves  up  to  the  most  delightful  fantasies,  and  actually 
cherish  the  idea  that  the  period  is  not  far  distant, 
when  this  terrible  acehlama,  this  shocking  theatre  of 
tragedy  and  crime  shall  be  restored  to  the  favor  of 
its  celestial  proprietor;  and  become  what  it  was  ever 
designed  to  be,  a  Par  disc  of  God!  Compare,  my 
brethren,  this  noble  frenzy  with  the  chilling  ration¬ 
ality  which  would  fain  displace  it;  and  give  it  over  to 
contempt:  compare  them,  after  giving  to  the  latter 
all  it  asks,  the  concession  that  it  is  prudently  in  the 
right.  It  condemns  you  to  hopeless  despair.  With 
ruthless  hand  it  tears  down  the  only  refuge  to  which, 
sickened  with  the  sight  and  tales  of  wo,  you  can  fly 
for  comfort  and  relief.  It  tells  you  in  short,  “Go, 
weep  over  a  cursed  world,  doomed  to  perpetual  des¬ 
olation.”  The  advocates  of  this  withering  hypothe¬ 
sis  may  glory  as  they  please  in  their  wonderous  dis¬ 
cernment,  their  calm  philosophy,  their  freedom  from 
the  trammels  of  prejudice.  But  dearly  do  they  pur¬ 
chase  their  triumph.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  the 
milk  of  human  kindness  can  flow  in  a  breast  that  has 
given  it  admission.  Even  if  a  truth,  it  is  one  which 
Almighty  God  does  not  require  us  to  believe,  and 
which  no  man,  endowed  with  the  least  tenderness  of 
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feeling,  can  for  a  moment  think  of  without  horror, 
and  at  the  same  time,  a  strenuous  endeavor  to  practise 
a  delusion  upon  his  understanding  in  respect  to  it. 

I  now  proceed  to  present  the  subject  in  a  point  of 
view  somewhat  different,  and  ask  whether  the  per¬ 
sons  whose  serene  minds  revolt  from  the  spirit  which 
at  present  prevails  in  the  Christian  world  on  the  score 
of  its  supposed  intemperance,  have  well  considered, 
that  some  portion  of  this  evil  is  essential  in  all  depart¬ 
ments  to  vigorous  and  successful  exertion .  Man  is  the 
child  cl  passion,  and  acts  well  only  when  under  the 
/influence  of  high  and  powerful  excitement.  Calm 
philosophy  is  an  instructive  and  pleasing  companion 
no  doubt;  hut  calm  philosophy  has  seldom  led  her 
votary  up  the  toilsome  steep  to  his  high  destination. 
To  do  this  he  must  feel;  he  must  feel  deeply;  afire 
must  be  kindled  in  his  bosom  which  many  waters 
cannot  quench;  then  shall  he  achieve  what  to  com¬ 
mon  minds  is  little  short  of  miracle.  This  truth  is 
exemplified  in  all  the  great  national  revolutions  which 
have  been  witnessed  on  earth.  Have  ever  the  shak¬ 
es  of  a  tyrant  been  broken  by  abstract  reasoning? 
Where  is  the  people  who  have  redeemed  their  rights 
unless  by  the  exhibition  of  a  glorious  fanaticism  for 
liberty?  It  is  true,  an  unenlightened  and  ill-directed 
zeal  is  often  the  parent  of  most  fatal  disorders.  But 
who,  reasoning  from  this  fact,  would  give  his  sanction 
to  an  unmanly  apathy,  a  waveless  calm,  a  slumber  of 
the  dead?  Who  does  not  exclaim,  “Better  numberless 
disorders,  better  a  thousand  noble  ventures  beyond 
the  cold  rules  of  prudence  and  statute  technicalities, 
than  that  palsy  of  the  soul,  suffering  under  which,  a 
whole  people  can  forget  that  they  are  men,  and  place 
their  willing  necks  beneath  the  foot  of  some  domi¬ 
neering  despot?” 
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In  connection  with  this,  I  may  also  remark,  that 
the  wise  observer  will  find  no  difficulty  in  conniving  at 
the  sin  of  even  extravagant  hopes  and  anticipations . 
The  power  of  sentiment  over  the  judgment  is  well 
known,  and  the  man  who  feels  deeply,  seldom  thinks 
correctly.  Elated  with  the  idea  oi  a  magnificent  un¬ 
dertaking,  he  is  not  apt  to  judge  of  it  precisely  as  he^ 
would  of  a  mathematical  theorem  in  the  solitude  oi 
his  closet;  but  this  very  inaccuracy  we  love,  not  mere¬ 
ly  because  of  the  object  and  motive,  (this  considera¬ 
tion  has  been  already  before  you,)  but  on  account  of 
its  direct  connection  with  success.  W  e  admire  the 
very  falsehoods  of  a  people  awaking  to  a  sense  oi 
their  degradation;  and  if,  in  the  raptures  oi  their  first 
love  to  freedom,  they  paint  in  the  distant  horizon  gay 
and  brilliant,  but  unsubstantial  visions,  we  know  that 
they  are  not  only  harmless,  but  have  the  effect  of 
animating  their  courage  and  inspiring  them  with  a 
heroic  fortitude:  It  is  their  very  extravagance  which 
keeps  alive  their  virtue  and  secures  their  political 
salvation.  Our  conclusion  then  in  reference  to  the 
subject  before  us,  is  that  Christians  in  prosecuting 
their  schemes  for  the  amelioration  oi  the  human 
family,  are  prosecuting  them  in  the  best  possible 
temper  for  success.  Aware  of  the  numberless  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  way,  they  are  very  wisely  working  them¬ 
selves  up  into  that  sort  of  vehemence  and  tention 
of  spirit  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  bring  their 
enterprize  to  a  prosperous  completion.  They  are 
enthusiastic,  they  are  extravagant ,  they  are  fanatical 
on  policy  and  principle,  because  they  are  convinced 
that  it  is  only  a  prodigious  preternatural  effort  which 
shall  enable  them  to  make  the  most  distant  appioxi- 
mation  to  their  object!  We  meet,  therefore  the  pei- 
sons  opposed  to  us,  precisely  on  their  own  ground.  Ah 
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lowing  tlie  utter  impossibility  of  succeeding  to  the 
extent  we  anticipate,  we  only  ask  if  there  be  any 
impropriety  in  making  the  experiment  whether 
something  can  be  done.  But  if  an  experiment  be 
made  at  all,  we  ask  what  is  so  calculated  to  give  it 
energy  and  efficiency  as  the  enthusiastic  idea  of 
converting  the  whole  world  to  the  faith  and  hope 
of  the  gospel?  Our  object,  you  say,  is  too  extensive 
to  be  ever  realized.  True,  but  this  very  consider¬ 
ation  adds  to  our  qualifications,  even  for  a  partial 
experiment,  for  it  usually  happens  that  he  finds 
something  great  who  seeks  two  much,  and  it  is  al- 
i\ciys  wise  to  propose  cin  cittciinment  beyond  our 
abilities,  to  animate  us  in  the  pursuit  of  what  is  at¬ 
tainable.  Indeed,  we  may  very  solidly  doubt  wheth¬ 
er  the  idea  of  a  partial  and  limited  success  would  an¬ 
imate  the  minds  of  men  to  attempt  the  hundreth 
part  of  what  is  practicable,  on  their  own  principles, 
and  whether  it  be  not  the  little  word,  all ,  which  con¬ 
tains  the  whole  element  of  excitement.  For  my 
ow  n  part  on  analysing  my  feelings,  I  think  I  dis¬ 
tinctly  perceive,  that  the  very  suggestion  of  a  doubt 
whether  to  the  God  of  Salvation  “Every  knee  shall 
bow,  and  every  tongue  shall  swear,”  at  once  chills 
my  ardor,  and  almost  extinguishes  the  desire  of  at¬ 
tempting  any  thing  in  behalf  of  the  miserable  hea¬ 
then.  You  may  cal!  this  exceedingly  unreasonable 
and  unphilosophicdl:  and  you  may  he  very  right* 
hut  such  is  human  nature ,  and  let  him  who  cen¬ 
sures  it  make  it  better  if  he  can.  In  all  pursuits,  in 
all  departments,  to  do  much  we  must  aim  at  move. 

But  we  proceed  to  try  the  question  by  another 
touch-stone — the  incidental  good  to  society  which  we 
may  expect ,  will  reward  our  efforts  even  m  the  as¬ 
sumption  that  the  main  object  in  view  is  entirely  tin- 
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attainable m  Surely  that  man  must  possess  a  remark¬ 
able  prudery  of  judgment  who  is  offended  at  a  de¬ 
lusion  which,  while  acknowledged  harmless,  can 
be  proved  productive  of  the  most  solid  and  lasting 
benefits. 

Will  it  not,  for  instance,  look  with  a  kindly  eye  on 
science?  We  put  this  question,  not  so  much  from  an 
opinion  of  its  real  importance,  as  from  a  belief  that 
a  large  proportion  of  those  who  entertain  the  preju¬ 
dice  we  are  opposing,  affect  a  prodigious  interest  in 
the  advancement  of  knowledge.  With  all  respect 
for  Christianity  and  its  professors;  they  are  decid¬ 
edly  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  infinitely  wiser,  if 
instead  of  sending  to  the  east  and  to  the  west,  a 
multitude  of  half  crazed  devotees,  with  their  Bi¬ 
bles  and  Psalm  Books,  to  insult  all  other  religions 
beside  their  own,  we  would  commission  half  the 
number  of  graduated  literati  to  go  and  measure  an 
arc  of  the  meridian,  collect  stones,  plants  and 
cockleshells,  or  find  out  the  direction  of  the  Niger. 
Beside  the  splendid  discoveries  which  would  ensue 
on  these  expenditures,  there  would  be  this  eminent 
advantage,  that  the  liberal  patrons  could  be  reim¬ 
bursed  by  the  sale  of  their  servants’  quartos,  on  their 
happy  return  to  academic  bowers!  Now,  perhaps, 
it  will  not  be  amiss  to  meet  such  thinkers  on  their 
own  principles,  and  inform  them,  that  though  we 
are  too  fanatical  to  throw  away  our  money  for  the 
gratification  of  literary  vanity,  when  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  salvation  of  eight  hundred  millions  of 
our  brethren  are  at  stake,  yet  it  is  quite  possible  that 
we  shall  prove  invaluable  contributors  to  theii  own 
darling  science .  We  might  refer  them  to  what  has 
been  already  done;  to  the  tact  that  Greenland,  Ice¬ 
land,  Abyssinia,  the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  China, 
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have  all  been  explored  by  enthusiasts;  that  the  most 
approved  dictionary  of  the  language  of  two  hundred 
millions  is  the  work  of  a  Missionary,  and  that  every 
day  they  are  adding  new  stores  to  political,  physical 
and  moral  science.  Let  it  not  be  objected  that  these 
benefits  are  only  incidental,  and  valued  by  their  au¬ 
thors  in  subservience  to  something  else.  The  same 
will  apply  to  nine-tenths  of  useful  discoveries.  The 
ancients  mapped  the  starry  concave,  not  from  any 
love  of  astronomy;  but  to  guide  their  navigation. 
The  art  of  printing  was  invented  by  a  vender  of  man¬ 
uscripts,  who  aimed  at  despatch.  Nor  let  it  be  urg¬ 
ed,  that  they  who  go  forth  are  not  qualified  to  make 
learned  research .  True,  they  are  not  botanists  or 
mineralogists,  but  they  are,  in  general,  accute  and 
faithful  observers:  or  if  this  will  not  content,  they  can 
send  the  tidings  that  their  painful  efforts  have  molified 
the  savage  heart,  and  peopled  the  wilderness  with 
meek  and  gentle  followers  of  the  Lamb,  and  then 
your  sages  may  venture  on  a  peregrination  them¬ 
selves:  But  not  to  dwell  on  this  point,  I  only  sug¬ 
gest  the  inquiry  what  will  be  the  effects  in  reference 
merely  to  science,  in  the  space  of  fifty  years  if  this 
mania  of  preaching  the  gospel  to  “every  kindred  and 
tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,'’  continues  and  makes 
progress?  Not  a  language  or  dialect,  to  a  gramatical 
digest  of  which  the  student  cannot  turn  in  his  library, 
not  a  dark  corner  of  the  earth  but  shall  be  statistically 
described;  and  it  is  sometimes  my  belief,  that  if  ever 
the  learned  world  enjoy  the  unspeakable  felicity  of 
reading  an  aceount  of  the  North  Pole,  they  will  owe 
it  to  some  humble  Moravian  or  Baptist,  whose  warm 
heart  enabled  him  to  brave  its  eternal  snows  in  the 
hope  of  carrying  the  light  of  life  to  some  wretched 
outcast,  who  perchance,  might  be  found  shivering 
amid  its  desolations! 
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Were  we  disposed  to  spend  our  time  in  trifling, 
would  meet  the  mercantile  objector  with  the  same 
kind  of  argument.  We  would  detail  with  no  little 
plausibility  the  probable  benefits  of  the  excitement 
to  commerce.  We  would  suggest  that  it  may  open 
new  markets,  make  acquainted  with  the  products  of 
the  remotest  climes,  and  in  a  thousand  ways  (if  only 
allowed  a  free  course)  influence  your  prices-current. 

But  we  address  a  nobler  class  of  thinkers,  those 
who  delight  to  contemplate  things  in  their  moral 
aspects  and  tendencies,  and  the  general  argument  we 
address  to  such,  is  the  efficacy  of  the?  spirit  we  are  ad¬ 
vocating,  in  calling  forth  all  the  charities  and  kind¬ 
nesses  of  the  human  bosom.  I  imagine  we  are  on  per¬ 
fectly  tenable  ground  when  we  assert  that  its  effects  in 
this  respect  have  already  been  most  astonishing,  that 
it  has  done  more  to  subdue  the  selfish  feelings  of  our 
nature  than  all  the  expedients  united  which  have  ev¬ 
er  been  employed.  Blessed  be  G  od  for  a  fanaticism 
which  has  produced  such  an  exhibition  of  diffusive 
benevolence  and  disinterested  compassion  in  a  world, 
whence  the  observer  of  the  past  might  have  been  al¬ 
most  tempted  to  conclude  these  guests  had  long  since 
wfinged  their  flight  to  their  native  skies. 

Look  at  the  innumerable  institutions  which,  with¬ 
in  fifteen  years,  have  sprung  up  for  purposes  pure¬ 
ly  philanthropic,  including  all  ages,  sexes,  and  de¬ 
grees,  each  striving  for  pre-eminence  in  its  labours  of 
holy  love;  and  let  any  reasoning  man  calculate,  if  he 
can  w  hat  must  be  the  effect  of  the  constant  appeals 
which,  through  them,  are  made  to  human  sensibillity. 
How  many  fountains  of  charity  have  been  opened! 
How  many  thousands  have  been  taught  to  feel,  who 
otherwise,  perhaps,  would  have  never  known  they 
wrere  capable  of  a  generous  emotion!  They  have 
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made  the  sordid  wretch,  whose  thoughts  never  rose 
above  the  little  provision  to  be  made  for  the  daily 
Wants  of  wife  and  fluidly,  a  sublime  contemplative 
philosopher;  who,  in  schemes  for  the  happiness  of  his 
fellows,  in  pleasing  conjectures  as  to  the  good  of 
which  his  hard  earned  contributions  to  the  treasury 
of  the  Lord  will  be  found  productive  at  the  great  day, 
in  meditations  on  millenial  blessedness,  and  a  woild. 
redeemed  from  wo,  learns  to  fill  up  the  languid  paus¬ 
es  between  his  toils  with  liner  joys  than  the  tieasuies 
of  a  Croesus  would  purchase  their  possessor.  But 
this  is  not  the  whole  truth.  They  have  not  only  giv¬ 
en  the  poor  man  sentiments  and  joys  unknown  be¬ 
fore,  but  in  connection  with  these,  a  consciousness  of 
dignity,  a,  self-respect,  which  though  not  usually  rank¬ 
ed  among  the  virtues,  I  am  inclined  to  consider  the 
foundation  of  all.  That  this  is  their  natui  al  influence 
sufficiently  appears  from  adverting  to  the  great  ob¬ 
ject  they  have  in  view.  It  is  the  extention  of  immor- 
tal  blessings  to  those  who  are  sitting  in  the  v  alley  of 
the  shadow  of  death;  an  object  as  superior  to  those 
usually  called  great,  as  the  blaze  of  the  meridian  sun 
to  the  glimmering  of  a  glow-worm.  Now'  the  mere 

idea  of  such  an  undertaking  fills  the  mind.  We  feel 

a  certain  pride  in  being  able  to  conceive  of  it.  No 
man  has  ever  entertained  a  great  idea  without  a  senti¬ 
ment  of  participation  in  its  greatness.  We  must  not 
forget  also  that  the  feeling  of  elevation  proceeding 
from  the  consciousness  of  being  benefactors,  and  to 
crown  all,  the  sacred  and  blissful  assurance,  that,  in 
sending  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  a  desparmg 
world,  we  are  furthering  the  designs  of  the  Almighty, 
and  are  in  common  with  his  Son  and  Spirit  and  an¬ 
gels  round  his  throne,  his  allies  in  a  cause  most  inte¬ 
resting  to  his  infinite  mind!  Oil,  how  base,  how  w  01  se 


20 


SERMON. 


than  naught,  in  comparison,  are  all  the  schemes  of 
individual  or  national  aggrandizement  which  have  at¬ 
tracted  the  admiration  of  the  giddy  multitude!  This, 
my  brethren,  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  various  in¬ 
stitutions  which  have  originated  in  the  excitement 
of  our  day,  that  they  furnish  to  those  classes  of  soci¬ 
ety,  who  from  their  situation,  are  most  exposed  to  an 
abject  and  degraded  spirit,  precisely  what  they  need, 
a  principle  of  elevation.  The  poor  man  no  more 
sinks  beneath  the  sense  of  utter  insignificance.  He 
finds  that  he  is  good  for  something,  for  he  as  well  as 
others  is  called  to  drink  in  the  hallowed  inspiration 
of  love  to  God  and  the  souls  of  men.  Literally  may 
it  be  said  of  this  wonderous  project,  “It  has  raised  the 
poor  from  the  dust,  and  lifted  the  needy  from  the 
dunghill,  it  has  set  him  with  princes,  even  the  princes 
of  the  people.”  Nor  is  this  all:  By  bringing  him  on 
a  level  with  those  placed  far  above  him  in  the  scale 
of  worldly  distinction,  and  making  him  coadjutor  in 
counsel  and  action,  it  confirms  his  moral  principles, 
and  cherishes  an  emulation,  a  thirst  for  excellence, 
which  shall  be  unspeakably  beneficial  to  his  habits. 
Show  me  a  man  who  respects  himself  and  you  show 
me  a  man  who  cannot  be  a  villian. 

There  is  another  interesting  class  of  society  on 
the  formation  of  whose  character  we  may  presume 
that  the  operations  of  Christian  benevolence  will  ex¬ 
ert  no  inconsiderable  influence:  I  mean  the  young 
and  rising  spirits  who  shall  form  the  glory  or  dis¬ 
grace  of  the  succeeding  age.  May  we  not  consider 
its  various  institutions  as  so  many  schools  of  virtue, 
where  the  best  and  most  salutary  habits  are  planted 
and  confirmed?  Here  they  learn  something  very 
different  from  that  sickly,  whining  sensibillity,  which 
can  honour  misery  w  ith  a  tear,  but  cannot  stretch  a 
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finger  for  its  relief.  Here  is  a  charity  which  never 
evaporates  in  fruitless  lamentations  or  idle  wishes; 
but  an  active  practical  benificence,  a  spirit  of  doing 
good,  of  wiping  the  tear  from  the  mourner’s  eye^and 
answering  every  well-founded  claim  of  wantwithout 
complaining  of  weariness  or  toil.  It  is  on  this  ac¬ 
count  we  attach  immeasurable  importance  to  those 
numerous  juvenile  associations  which  the  spirit  of  the 
age  has  originated  in  various  sections  of  our  country, 
and  pray  to  God  that  they  may  soon  include  every 
child  in  our  land;  not  so  much  because  of  the  amount 
of  aid  they  contribute  to  more  imposing  institutions 
or  the  general  fund  of  Christian  charity,  as  their  pro¬ 
digious  moral  reaction  on  those  who  compose  them. 
Paint  in  imagination,  brethren,  thirty  or  forty  of  these 
interesting  little  beings  at  one  of  their  regular  meet¬ 
ings,  each  holding  in  his  hand  the  little  mite  with 
which  parental  kindness  has  rewarded  a  month’s 
good  behaviour!  First  you  see  them  hearkening  in 
mute  and  amazed  attention  to  some  interesting,  but 
alas,  too  well  authenticated  story  of  human  wo,  Mark 
the  tear  standing  in  their  eye,  then  stealing  down 
their  cheek,  while  they  hear  of  Juggernaut’s  bloody 
car,  or  Ganges’  putrid  tide,  or  some  wretched  mo¬ 
ther,  urged  by  a  horrid  frenzy,  making  her  children 
doubly  orphans  by  immolating  herself  on  their  fa¬ 
ther’s  funeral  pile!  After  this  you  see  them  listen¬ 
ing  to  the  last  account  of  some  faithful  servant  of 
Christ,  employed  in  softening  the  horrors  which  have 
left  such  an  impression  in  their  young  bosoms.  How 
their  hearts  leap  with  joy  at  finding  there  are  wise 
and  holy  men  who  are  thus  employed!  With  what 
emotion  do  they  hear  the  calls  of  these  wise  and  holy 
men  for  aid, — the  information  that  even  children  can 
help  them; — that  every  dollar  and  every  cent  would 
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«*o  far  to  save  some  poor  soul  from  death!  Thus 
taught  to  feel  they  are  next  taught  to  act.  1  hey  come 
forward  and  present  their  little  pittance^  it  is  indeed, 
but  a  pittance;  yet  in  many  cases,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  like  the  widow’s  mite,  possessing  more  value, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Divinity,  than  the  most  splendid  and 
expensive  benefactions,  too  often  the  expedient  of  dis¬ 
tempered  vanity  to  procure  a  posthumous  renown. 

It  may,  however,  be  objected,  that  hitheito  no 
great  effects  of  the  kind  we  have  been  detailing  have 
been  found  to  follow.  We  answer,  the  experiment 
must  have  time.  The  excitement  is,  as  yet,  too  par¬ 
tial  and  limited  to  make  a  perceptible  impression 
on  the  mass  of  our  juvenile  population.  It  must 
be  extended ,  it  must  become  universal ,  every  ham¬ 
let  must  receive  the  sacred  infection,  and  then, 
if  you  perceive  not  the  proofs  of  its  influence  in  the 
eradication  of  selfishness,  and  the  triumph  of  amia¬ 
ble  and  benevolent  affections,  we  will  acknowledge 
that  we  have  grievously  erred  in  our  ideas  of  hu¬ 
man  nature. 

But  our  argument  is  too  strong  to  need  the  aid 
of  anticipation ,  and  we  are  perfectly  content,  that 
the  tree  be  tried  by  its  present  fruits.  We  cite,  in 
proof  of  what  it  has  already  done,  one  simple  and 
unadorned,  but  undeniable  fact,  the  decay  oj  that  foul 
and  pestilential  spirit  of  sect  which  has  so  long  dis¬ 
graced  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ.  United  together 
in  one  grand  enterprise  against  the  common  enemy, 
Christians  have  hushed  their  domestic  tumults,  have 
emerged  from  their  respective  camps,  and  come  in 
kindly  contact,  wondering  how  much  of  their  Mas¬ 
ter’s  image  they  find  in  those  who  once  were  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  fiercest  hate.  The  truth  has  been 
"found  out  at  last,  (the  wonder  is,  it  was  not  found 
out  long  before,)  that  I  may  differ  from  my  ticig  i 
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bour  and  neither  of  us  be  possessed  with  a  devil,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  us  from  uniting  our 
hearts  and  prayers  and  efforts  in  the§best’ot'  causes. 

This  happy  revolution  in  feeling  has  a  two-fold 
connection  with  the  great  excitement  of  the  day; 
1st,  By  combining  men  together  in  the  prosecution 
of  a  common  purpose,  it  must  naturally'  produce  a 
mutual  kindness  of  temper,  especially  when  the  pur¬ 
pose  itself  is  purely  benevolent.  That  man  must 
be  formed  in  nature’s  roughest  mould,  who  can 
stand  uncharmed  in  the  magic  circle  of  a  Bible  or 
Missionary  Society.  Secondly,  By  withdrawing  the 
regards  of  the  Christian  public  from  mere  specula¬ 
tion  to  schemes  of  active  usefulness,  it  has  deprived 
the  kindler  of  sectarian  feuds  of  the  aliment  by 
which  he  is  supported.  The  grave  Polemic  who 
in  days  of  yore,  could  have  filled  the  w  hole  city  of 
Zion  with  confusion,  must  now  lay  aside  his  pen. 
Bent  on  other  objects,  Christians  will  neither  buy 
nor  read  him,  and  his  stupendous  tomes  must  lie  on 
the  booksellers  shelf  or  fare  worse.  Now,  this  is 
excessively  discouraging,  and  hence  it  is  that  this 
notable  and  laborious  race  is  rapidly  dying  away, 
and  making  room  for  men,  who,  though  somewhat 
inferior  in  the  art  of  sylogizing,  do  more  for  God 
and  man,  in  one  day ,  than  their  predecessors,  in  a 
long  and  busy  life.  When  the  race  is  entirely  ex¬ 
tinct,  sectarism  is  at  an  end;  for  1  have  such  a  char¬ 
itable  opinion  of  human  nature,  with  all  its  foibles, 
as  to  believe  that  Christians  w  ould  long  since  have 
ceased  to  disgrace  themselves  with  draw  ing  daggers 
against  each  other,  had  it  not  been  for  a  constant 
supply  of  those  firebrands  of  the  church,  learned 
disputatious  divines. 

But  there  is  still  another  mode,  in  which  we  beg 
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leave  to  consider  the  subject  for  a  moment,  in  refer5-* 
ence  to  the  question  of  incidental  benefit.  May  we 
not  consider  the  enterprise,  which  excites  so  uni¬ 
versal  an  interest  in  Christendom,  not  only  as  in¬ 
creasing  the  average  amount  of  dignified  and  ben¬ 
evolent  feeling  in  the  social  mass,  but  as  presenting 
to  the  aspiring  few  a  theatre  for  the  display  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  sublime  heroism  ?  as  in  a  word,  not  on¬ 
ly  making  all  good  but  some^fl^  The  chief  rea¬ 
son  of  the  pleasure  usually  taken  in  reading  ac¬ 
counts  of  extraordinary  emergencies,  is  the  expecta¬ 
tion  we  entertain  that  they  will  be  found  to  have 
called  forth  men  of  corresponding  characters. 
When  asleep  or  at  the  distaff,  Hercules  himself  is  a 
mere  ordinary  personage;  it  is  only  when  his  arm 
is  lifted  to  crush  the  hydra  we  mark  the  brawny 
muscle  and  “spirit  speaking  eye.”  Hence  the  in¬ 
terest  with  which  even  the  tender  female  can  follow 
the  warrior  along  his  blood  stained  track,  “through 
disasterous  chances,  moving  accidents  of  flood  and 
field.”  She  loves  not  blood,  but  she  associates  with 
it  the  idea  of  high  physical  or  mental  energy:  She 
loves  not  disastrous  chances^  but  she  does  love  to  see 
man,  her  child,  walking  forth  in  all  the  majesty  of 
his  being,  though  often  surrounded  with  accompani¬ 
ments  which  make  her  weep  and  shudder  while  she 
admires! 

Now  my  brethren,  we  ieadily  allow  that  no  such 
displays  can  be  promised  in  the  case  before  us. 
Christianity  has  no  such  heroes,  nor  has  the  spirit  we 
are  advocating.  It  hates  them,  it  denounces  them 
and  is  determined  not  to  rest  till  it  has  exterminated 
every  memorial  of  them  from  the  earth,  “changing  the 
sword  into  the  ploughshare,  and  the  spear  into  the 
pruning-hook.”  But  if  by  heroism  you  mean  a  com- 
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bination  of  all  great  mental  qualities— patience  under 
suffering — courage  in  the  most  appalling  dangers — 
wisdom  of  counsel,  and  unshaken  vigour  of  purpose 
— then  it  does  promise  you  heroes,  and  such  a  har¬ 
vest  of  them  as  the  world  has  never  seen.  It  will 
show  you  men,  who  without  any  imaginable  induce¬ 
ment,  beside  the  resistless  impulse  of  duty  and  divine 
compassion,  have  cheerfully  given  up  every  earthly 
prospect,  torn  themselves  from  friends — country — « 
home!  without  casting  one  lingering  look  behind,  and 
have  devoted  themselves  to  penury,  nakedness,  per¬ 
ils  by  water,  perils  by  land,  perils  by  the  savage  cru¬ 
elty  of  those  they  seek  to  save — that  at  the  great  day 
they  may  appear  before  their  Master’s  bar,  with 
some  happy  monuments  of  his  grace,  who  shalljoin 
in  the  eternal  jubilee  of  the  Redeemed  from  among 
men!  It  is  an  easy  thing,  under  the  influence  of  a 
heat  of  blood,  excited  by  a  score  of  favorable  circum¬ 
stances,  to  rush  into  the  midst  of  blood  and  carnage, 
and  the  shrieks  of  the  dying.  But  this  is  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  deep  habitual  intensity  of  soul  required 
in  an  enterprise  which  has  nothing  in  it  to  gratify  a 
single  disorderly  passion  of  the  human  heart.  It  is 
not  exceeding  difficult  to  make  up  an  Alexander  or  a 
Caesar  from  very  ordinary  materials;  but  you  must 
steal  from  yonder  heaven  its  ethereal  fire  to  animate 
a  Vanderkemp  and  a  Swarts! 

I  may,  perhaps,  be  thought,  by  many  of  my  hearers, 
too  profuse  in  my  admiration  for  the  Missionary  char¬ 
acter.  I  know  the  comparatively  little  esteem  gen¬ 
erally  awarded,  even  by  Christians  to  those  good  men 
who  go  forth  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  foreign  lands; 
and  the  significant  shrug  we  must  expect  to  encounter 
when  we  propose  them  as  models  of  the  true  moral 
sublime .  But  this  only  proves  the  pow  er  of  prejudice 
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and  custom  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the  understanding. 
The  sober  truth  is,  the  world  has  so  long  been  habitu¬ 
ated  to  false  appearances,  that  it  is  not  prepared  to 
appreciate  the  truth.  A  debauched  taste  prevails  in 
morals,  analogous  to  that  sometimes  prevalent  in 
literature,  in  consequence  of  which,  modest  simplicity 
is  mistaken  for  tameness;  noise  and  bluster  shall  pass 
current  for  all  that  is  noble  and  great.  Now,  if  ever 
a  renovation  takes  place,  it  must  be  effected  in  like 
manner  with  a  reform  in  the  latter,  by  multiplying 
specimens  of  genuine  excellence,  and  thus  bringing 
back  the  public  to  the  charms  of  nature  and  truth. 
Let  us  cherish,  therefore,  that  godlike  spirit  which 
has  arisen  in  our  day,  and  which  is  inspiring  our 
youth  with  the  ambition  of  performing  deeds  of  noble 
daring,  on  a  hitherto  untrodden  field.  Who  can  tell 
what  may  be  its  blessed  effects  on  the  moral  percep¬ 
tions  of  the  age!  Shall  we  not  cherish  the  exhilera- 
ting  idea,  that,  perhaps,  it  will  fly  from  heart  to  heart, 
until  its  hallowed  influence  shall  extend  from  the 
meanest  cottage  to  the  loftiest  throne— and  kings  and 
princes  fired  with  the  noble  flame,  shall  cease  to  be 
dazzled  with  a  false  splendor,  and  to  write  their  claims, 
to  the  admiration  of  posterity,  in  the  blood  and 
tears  of  suffering  humanity.  Multiply  ye  bands  of  ho¬ 
ly  worthies — multiply,  go  on  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  You  may  for  a  time,  be  deprived  of  your  well 
earned  fame,  though  this  will  not  affect  you ,  whose 
praise  is  not  of  men  but  of  God;  yet  a  period  shall 
arrive  when  men  shall  praise  you,  and  when  your 
bright  example  shall  recover  a  world  from  the  miser¬ 
able  weakness  of  honoring  with  an  exclusive  admi¬ 
ration,  those  who  are  glorious  only  in  mischief! 

Tlius  we  have  adduced  a  variety  of  considerations 
calculated  to  satisfy  our  minds  when  we  look  at  the 


SERMON. 


27 


subject  through  the  darkest  medium.  Acquiesce  in 
the  gloomy  statement  of  your  opposers,  adopt  the 
heart-rending  conviction  that,  so  far  as  the  main  ob¬ 
ject  is  concerned,  all  your  prayers,  and  all  your  tears, 
and  all  your  sacrifices  will  terminate  in  the  sickness  of 
disappointed  hope.  Still,  Christian  philanthropists, 
believe  that  you  are  engaged  in  a  good  work,  which 
in  some  mode  or  another  will  recompense  your  toil. 

II.  But  I  should  be  unfaithful  to  the  cause  for 
which  I  have  undertaken  this  evening  to  plead,  were  I 
to  neglect  putting  you  distinctly  in  mind,  that  the  as¬ 
sumption  is  perfectly  gratuitous,  and  that  we  have 
been  pleased  to  yield  it  merely  from  a  disposition  to 
accommodate  ourselves  to  certain  prejudices.  The 
idea  of  the  absolute  impracticability  is  false,  it  dies  di¬ 
rectly  in  the  face  of  the  promises  of  the  faithful  God, 
has  no  foundation  but  in  the  sloth  and  insensibility  of 
men  who  can  sleep  at  ease  amid  the  ruins  of  a  fallen 
world. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  intrude  upon  you  a  full  and 
laboured  demonstration  on  this  interesting  topic,  but 
shall  content  myself  with  offering  a  few  suggestions, 
which  though  far  from  including  the  merits  of  the 
case,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  sneers  and  surmis¬ 
es  of  unreasonable  men. 

We  tell  them  in  the  first  place,  that  the  experi¬ 
ment  never  has  been  made .  We  mean  that,  until  the 
present  time,  there  never  was  a  combined  and  wrell  or¬ 
ganized  system  of  means  and  efforts  for  conferring 
benefits  on  the  heathen.  Selfishness,  pure  unadultera¬ 
ted  selfishness,  black  as  it  came  from  hell,  has  hitherto 
been  the  god  of  the  most  civilized  and  Christian  na¬ 
tions.  This  is  a  plain  and  simple  fact,  which  we  ven¬ 
ture  to  affirm  no  one  in  the  least  acquainted  with 
history  can  deny  or  dilute.  That  there  have  been 
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good  men  in  every  age,  who  proved  themselves  ex¬ 
empt  from  the  general  charge,  God  forbid  that  we 
should  doubt;  but  they  were  as  sheep  among  wolves, 
as  a  handful  of  corn  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 
Often,  we  may  well  suppose,  would  they  retire  to 
weep  over  the  sorrows  of  apostate  and  benighted 
man.  Often,  when  reading  the  predictions  of  the 
seraphic  Isaiah,  that  “the  glory  of  the  Lord  should  be 
revealed,  and  all  flesh  should  see  it  together,”  and 
stretching  their  mental  vision  over  the  multitudes, 
numerous  as  the  sand  of  the  sea,  living  without  hope, 
and  dying  in  despair,  would  they  prostrate  them¬ 
selves  in  the  dust;  and  cry  “How  long,  O  Lord,  how 
long?”  But  they  could  go  no  farther,  nor,  indeed, 
were  they  disposed;  for  it  would  appear  that  the 
saints  of  former  generations,  universally  adopted  the 
idea,  that  when  the  millenial  glory  dawned  upon  the 
earth,  God  would  take  the  work  exclusively  into  his 
own  hands,  and  literally  accomplish  the  prediction, 
“that  nations  shall  be  born  in  a  day.”  The  objector, 
therefore,  can  employ  no  argument  in  opposition  to 
us;  from  the  failure  of  past  attempts,  which  promised 
as  fair.  We  are  entering  on  a  field  of  enterprise  en¬ 
tirely  new ,  and  though  the  way  be  not  very  plain  be¬ 
fore  us,  though  there  be  mountains  to  scale — deserts 
to  penetrate — floods  to  pass— he  cannot  discourage 
us  by  pointing  to  the  mouldering  bones  of  former  ad¬ 
venturers,  who  fell  victims  to  their  temerity.  How 
many  experiments  have  come  to  a  successful  result, 
which,  it  was  thought,  little  worse  than  madness  to 
commence —  and,  perhaps,  in  reference  to  the  case 
before  us,  the  period  may  not  be  far  distant,  when 
the  only  wonder  shall  be,  that  a  plan  so  simple,  so 
rational,  and  so  admirably  adapted  to  gain  its  end,  as 
that  which  is  in  operation,  was  not  thought  of  ages 
before. 
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But,  I  observe,  that  reasoning  from  very  obvious  an¬ 
alogies,  we  may  conclude,  that  a  vigorous  and  wisely 
conducted  experiment  will  be  crowned  with  success , 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact,  that  some  nations  have 
been  civilized,  and  made  partakers  of  the  light  and 
blessings  of  the  Gospel;  nay,  where  is  the  people, 
who  in  looking  back  through  the  long  vista  of  their 
history,  do  not  find  it  to  terminate  in  a  darkness  as 
palpable  as  that  which  broods,  at  the  present  mo¬ 
ment  over  the  most  barbarous  regions!  We.  whence 
are  we  sprung?  Look  back  thou  child  of  science  and 
refinement,  and  fix  thine  eye  on  yonder  squalid  sav¬ 
age,  quaffing,  amid  his  companions,  from  that  cursed 
goblet  which  contains  the  heart’s  blood  of  a  brother, 
and  call  that  savage  father.  If  such  prodigious  revo¬ 
lutions  have  been  accomplished,  may  they  not  be  ac¬ 
complished  again?  We  enter,  therefore,  into  the  con¬ 
test,  with  peculiar  advantages:  Our  enemies  have 
long  since  lost  the  charm  of  invincibility:  They 
have  been  overcome  in  detail,  as  is  proved  by  innu¬ 
merable  cheering  facts,  and  is  not  this  sufficient  en¬ 
couragement  for  us  to  give  them  battle  on  a  more  ex¬ 
tended  scale,  especially  when  we  consider  the  in¬ 
crease  of  our  resources  and  our  skill? — which  leads  me 
to  observe, 

That  Christians  in  their  project  of  universal  ame¬ 
lioration,  have  reason  to  entertain  full  confidence  in 
the  fitness  of  their  instrument.  This  reflection  is  of 
no  small  moment,  as  it  directly  meets  the  charge  we 
are  considering.  The  most  prominent  feature  of  en¬ 
thusiasm  is  generally  considered  to  be  a  great  heat  and 
violence  of  temper,  which  its  subject  mistakes  for  an 
immediate  and  extraordinary  inspiration,  by  which  he 
is  lead  to  anticipate  certain  events,  or  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  certain  purposes,  without  regard  to  the 
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necessary  and  adequate  means.  But  how  far  is  this 
from  the  spirit  of  our  day!  Look  at  the  mode  in 
which  Christians  are  prosecuting  their  undert  aking, 
the  complicated  machinery,  the  wheels  within  wheels, 
each  of  which,  like  that  in  Ezekiels  vision,  goes  back¬ 
wards,  forwards,  sidewise;  and  detect,  if  you  can,  a  sol¬ 
itary  instance  in  which  the  charge  of  presumption 
can  be  substantiated.  But  you  say,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  seeming  variety  of  the  means 
and  instruments  employed,  they  are,  in  fact,  reduci¬ 
ble  to  one,  the  printed  and  preached  Gospel .  We 
grant  it — wre  allow  that  the  grand  engine,  in  the  use 
of  which  they  place  their  confidence;,  is  this  blessed 
book,  which  tells  man  what  he  is,  and  what  he  is  des¬ 
tined  for  hereafter,  and  what  he  must  do  to  secure 
the  favour  of  an  offended  Divinity.  The  question 
presses  home,  if  this  confidence  be  not  well  grounded, 
if  they  have  not  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  the  en¬ 
gine,  and  only  one  which  gives  a  promise  of  success! 

Let  me  inform  those  who  are  disposed  to  grapple 
with  them  on  this  topic,  that  they  meet  an  enemy 
strongly  entrenched  and  not  easily  dislodged.  They 
will  plead  that  they  have  as  good  a  right  to  re¬ 
ly  on  the  efficacy  of  the  bible,  as  the  w  arrior  on  the 
trusty  blade  he  has  tried  in  innumerable  dangers — 
that  observation,  experience,  facts  countless  as  the 
stars  of  a  winter’s  sky,  demonstrate  a  hiden  virtue 
in  this  little  book,  which  nothing  can  resist.  They 
callup  to  your  attention  that  illustrious  day,  when 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  three  thousand  fell  dow  n 
before  its  overpowering  majesty,  and  from  furious 
persecuting  enemies  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  became 
his  humble  and  affectionate  followers.  They  put 
you  in  mind  of  its  subsequent  triumphs  in  all  civil¬ 
ized,  and  many  barbarous  lands,  until  at  length  it 
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ascended  upon  the  ruins  of  thirty  thousand  gods, 
and  took  its  seat  with  Caesar  upon  the  throne  of  the 
w  orld:  nor  did  it  cease  to  reign  and  put  enemies  un¬ 
der  its  feet,  until  in  a  fatal  hour,  they  to  whom  it 
was  entrusted  forgot  their  duty;  and  quietly  laid 
down  beneath  the  laurels  it  had  planted!  They  will 
then  turn  inward  to  themselves.  They  will  tell  you, 
that  whereas  “once  they  were  blind,  now  they  see,” 
once  they  w  ere  “haters  of  God  and  haters  of  one 
another;”  now  they  “love  the  Lord  their  God  with 
all  their  hearts,  and  their  neighbours  as  them¬ 
selves;”  once  the  miseries  of  the  world  could  not 
raise  a  sigh:  nowr  they  can  zveep  over  the  darkness 
of  a  single  soul:  and  all  this  revolution,  they  tell  you, 
is  the  Gospel’s!  But  if  you  distrust  their  testimony, 
they  w  ill  ask  you  to  look  around.  Yonder  is  a  man, 
who  a  few  years  ago,  was  a  w  retch,  on  w  hom  the  vi¬ 
ces  so  thickly  clustered,  whose  soul  was  so  lost  in 
baseness,  that  his  very  presence  was  contamination. 
Now  he  is  the  noble  hearted  friend  of  God  and  man, 
and  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  circle  in  which  he 
moves!  There  is  a  reformed  drunkard!  There  a 
female,  who  arrested  by  a  secret  arm,  in  the  midst 
of  dissipation  and  heart-benumbing  gaities,  bade 
them  all  an  eternal  farewell,  and  now  you  see  her  in 
the  discharge  of  a  daily  office  of  mercy  she  has  pre¬ 
scribed  to  herself,  entering  the  mansions  of  the 
poor  to  pour  into  some  lacerated  heart  the  oil  of  joy 
and  gladness. 

These  are  facts  of  every  day  occurence,  and  w  hich 
require  no  comment.  It  is  of  no  importance,  in 
tjie  present  discussion,  to  inquire  whence  this  virtue 
of  the  gospel  is  derived.  The  Christian,  indeed, 
will  reply,  from  the  accompanying  influence  of  the 
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Spirit  of  God  *  But  be  does  not  ask  you  to  join  in 
the  same  confession.  Nay,  in  refusing  it,  you 
strengthen  instead  of  weakening  his  argument;  for 
in  allowing  a  native  and  intrinsic  efficacy  to  his  in¬ 
strument,  you  give  it  an  additional  fitness  for  the 
mighty  work  in  which  he  is  employing  it. 

We  shall  be  the  more  confirmed  in  the  justice  of 
the  expectations  entertained,  if  we  consider  that  the 
experiment  has  made  some  actual  progress  and,  that 
the  result  is  calculated  to  cherish  the  most  sanguine 
hopes .  We  confess  that  little  has  been  achieved,  in 
comparison  with  what  remains.  But  we  have  done 
enough  to  prove  that  our  object  is  attainable,  and 
therefore,  this  little  is  much.  I  refer  you  particular- 
lv  to  the  late  intelligence  from  the  islands  of  the 
South  Sea,  that  in  many  of  them  Christianity  and  the 
civilized  arts  have  been  fully  established,  insomuch 
that  scarce  a  vestage  of  idolatry  and  savage  life  is 
to  be  seen.  Now,  this  is  most  highly  encouraging. 
Let  it  be  remembered,  that  every  province  we  gain 
from  the  god  of  this  world,  increases  our  power  and 
his  weakness;  and  as  his  dominion  is  not  infinite,  all 
we  have  to  do  is,  to  go  on  from  conquest  to  conquest 
until  we  find  ourselves  standing  before  the  last 
strong  hold,  and  ready  to  raise  the  shout  of  “ victory ” 
over  its  prostrate  battlements. 

Lastly,  The  promise  of  Almighty  God  has  secured 
the  accomplishment  of  our  hopes.  Here,  brethren,  we 
take  more  elevated  ground.  Leaving  our  sober 
rationalist  to  his  creeping  surmises  and  conjectures, 

*  If  it  were  necessary  to  strengthen  the  argument  by  addition¬ 
al  considerations,  we  might  advert  to  those  extraordinary  and 
glorious  phenomina,  usually  called  “ Revivals  of  religion.”  But 
the  bearing  of  these  wonderful  exhibitions  of  Divine  grace,  on 
the  Millenial  glory,  is  itself  a  large  field  of  investigation. 
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We  ascend  the  mount  of  faith,  thence  to  take  a  view 
of  the  New  Jerusalem,  coming  down  out  of  heaven 
to  men,  and  “all  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  becom¬ 
ing  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ.”  Faith, 
however,  vou  will  remember,  is  not  contrarv  to  rea- 
son,  but  only  reason  in  the  noblest  exercise.  If  the 
Great  Being,  Whom  we  worship,  has  as  aired  us,  that 
from  Eternity  the  world  was  given  to  his  Son — that 
in  the  fullness  of  time,  He  “shall  receive  the  heathen 
as  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth  as  his  possession;”  that  the  knowledge  of  his 
glory  shall  extend  to  “earth’s  remotest  bounds  and 
ocean’s  wildest  shore,”  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  let  us 
say  “Amen!”  And  such  is  the  assurance  hehas  given  us. 
It  was  given  in  that  first  promise  which  was  announc¬ 
ed  to  our  first  progenitor,  trembling  at  the  w  oes  which 
his  apostacy  had  produced,  “The  seed  of  the  woman 
shall  bruise  the  serpent’s  head.”  It  was  given  to  be¬ 
lieving  Abraham,  who  was  enabled  by  it  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  day,  when,  “in  his  seed,  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  should  be  blessed.”  It  was  given  with  grow¬ 
ing  evidence  to  succeeding  saints,  under  tile  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  economy,  who  lived  and  died  in  its  faith — and 
how  often,  and  with  what  clearness,  it  is  unfolded  in 
the  New,  I  need  not  now  detail.  As  to  the  manner 
of  its  accomplishment,  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that  “God 
will  pour  out  his  spirit  on  all  flesh,”  but  yet  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  agency  and  efforts  of  his  people.  As 
to  the  period,  we  need  not  perplex  you  writh  myste¬ 
rious  commentaries  on  passages  from  Scripture,  al¬ 
most  as  mysterious, for  We  have  a  plain  maxim  on  the 
subject  which  we  dare  to  propose  as  perfectly  satis¬ 
factory.  '1  he  time  for  God’s  fulfilling  his  promise  to 
the  church,  is  the  time  when  she  is  prepared  to  re- 
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ceive  its  fulfilment ,  when  with  one  heart  and  one  soul, 
her  members  discharge  their  part  of  the  implied 
contract  between  them  and  their  promiser.  Do  you 
ask  then  when  is  the  time?  I  answer,  now ,  now,— 
when  his  people  have  awaked  to  a  sense  of  their  re¬ 
sponsibility,  are  combining  their  energies,  are  pres¬ 
sing  round  the  throne  of  his  grace  to  put  him  in  re¬ 
membrance,  and  are  determined  not  to  rest  till  Jeru¬ 
salem  be  made  a  praise  and  glory  in  the  earth.  Had 
such  a  spirit  prevailed  in  the  Church,  the  promise 
would  have  been  fulfiled  ages  since,  and  we  give  more 
for  this  token,  that  the  time,  the  set  time  is  come,  than 
for  whole  libraries  of  appocalyptic  and  chronological 
dissertations.  Blessed  Master !  Behold  thy  servants 
wait  for  thy  salvation — come  Lord  Jesus,  come  quick¬ 
ly. 

The  inferences  from  the  remarks  that  we  have  of¬ 
fered  are  these, 

1st.  That  they  who  sneer  at  the  enthusiasm  of 
Christians  in  the  great  cause  in  which  they  have  en¬ 
listed,  would  be  much  more  wisely  and  profitably  em¬ 
ployed  in  asking  their  own  hearts  why  they  feel  so 
little. 

2dly.  Instead  if  being  drunk  with  new  wine,  our 
misfortune  is,  a  coldness ,  an  apathy ,  a  heartlessness , 
compared  with  the  pressing  requirements  of  the  case. 

3dly.  The  unspeakable  felicity  of  having  our  lot 
cast  in  a  day  when  such  bright  prospects  are  opening 
on  the  church  and  the  world. 

Lastly,  the  criminality  of  continuing  at  ease  in  such 
a  day,  and  in  such  a  crisis. 

Christian  brethren,  let  this  last  reflection  produce 
its  due  impression  on  your  consciences.  This  earth 
must  be  filled  xvith  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  God  him- 
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self  has  purposed  it,  and  he  is  not  a  man  that  he 
should  lie,  “nor  the  son  of  man  that  he  should  re¬ 
pent.”  But  though  his  purpose  be  firm  and  unchang- 
able  as  the  everlasting  hills,  yet  in  his  inscrutable 
wisdom  he  has  made  its  accomplishment  depend  up¬ 
on  his  church,  and  you  are  a  part  of  that  highly  priv¬ 
ileged  community  to  whom  he  is  saying,  “Awake, 
awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  shake  thyself  from  the 
dust,  loose  thyself  from  the  bands  of  thy  neck,  0  cap¬ 
tive  daughter  of  Zion.”  Though  a  small  proportion 
of  the  mighty  army  which,  under  the  banner  of  Jeho¬ 
vah  Sabaoth,  is  going  up  against  the  high  places  of 
the  enemy,  yet  to  the  extent  of  your  abilities,  you  are 
as  responsible  as  if  you  were  the  whole.  Each  has 
his  part  assigned,  and  woe  to  the  soldier  found  sleep¬ 
ing  on  his  post  in  such  an  emergency.  How  is  it  with 
you,  my  brethren?  Are  you  awake?  Are  you  doing 
your  duty  to  God,  to  his  church  and  the  world?— -When 
I  cast  my  eyes  over  this  numerous  assembly,  and 
mark  the  many  indications  that  I  am  addressing  a  peo¬ 
ple  whom  God  has  abundantly  prospered  in  this 
world’s  goods,  insomuch  that  if  one  of  the  poor  sav¬ 
ages  for  whom  we  plead  were  admitted  for  a  moment 
in  the  midst  of  us,  he  would  on  his  return,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  inform  his  wondering  countrymen  that  he  had 
been  in  a  place  where  all  were  kings  and  princesses, 
clothed  in  the  garments  of  the  gods;  I  must  conclude 
that  it  is  not  the  doing  of  a  little  which  will  authorise 
you  to  answer  this  question  in  the  affirmative.  If  1  do 
not  grossly  err,  Heaven  is  expecting  much  from  you, 
my  hearers,  and  is  addressing  you  in  language  you  can¬ 
not  misunderstand,  “Since  it  is  so  well  with  you, 
think  of  your  brethren,”  think  of  the  thousand  million 
souls  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge ! 
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We  ask  of  you  a  proof  of  your  fidelity,  this  eve? 
iiing,  to  the  solemn  trust  reposed  in  you;  and  our  plea 
is  in  behalf  of  a  society,  which,  beside  its  general 
claims  to  your  respect,  as  one  of  the  innumerable  in¬ 
stitutions  which  are  the  glory  of  our  land,  has  some 
peculiarly  its  own.  It  is  the  oldest  not  only  in  our 
city  but  our  country.  It  was  organised*  at  the  very 
commencement  of  that  excitement  which  in  its 
progress  bids  fair  to  confer  such  lasting  benefits  on 
our  race;  and  is,  therefore,  a  venerable  memorial 
(God  forbid  that  we  suffer  it  to  decay)  of  a  period  to 
which  we  cannot  but  look  back  with  gratitude  and 

joy. 

Its  special  object  is  to  evangelize  and  civilize  the 
heathen,  especially  the  Aboriginals  of  our  country. 
In  prosecuting  this  object,  they  have  encountered 
many  difficulties,  and  have  often  been  called  to  hope 
against  hope:  But  they  have  been  enabled  hitherto 
to  persevere,  and  their  recompence  is  the  delightful 
assurance  that  their  labours  of  love  have  not  been  in 
vain,  At  present,  their  operations  are  confined  to  the 
Tuscarora  ^pd  Seneca  nations  on  our  frontiers.  In 
the  former,  they  have  a  respectable  and  flourishing 
church, which  enjoys  the  ministrations  of  a  young 
and  faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  also  labors 
as  a  teacher.  Among  the  latter  they  have  a  catechist 
and  schoolmaster.  The  whole  number  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  family  is  seventeen.  Within  a  few  months 
their  prospects  of  usefulness,  in  this  hitherto  most  de¬ 
graded  tribe,  have  considerably  brightened,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which,  they  have  been  induced  to  extend 
their  plans  very  considerably  beyond  their  abilities. 

*  In  the  year  1796. 
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They  are  labouring  under  severe  embarrassments* 
and  though  they  have  disposed  of  nearly  the  last  dol¬ 
lar  of  their  disposable  property,  the  pressure  contin¬ 
ues.  Abstracting  the  consideration  of  their  debt, 
they  find,  on  examining  the  list  of  their  subscriptions, 
which  is  their  sole  dependence,  that  the  annual  dues 
fall  far  short  of  meeting  the  ordinary  and  current  ex¬ 
penses  of  their  Missions,  It  is  then  a  most  painful 
reflection,  that  though  providence  is  opening  a  door 
of  usefulness,  which  never  has  been  opened  before, 
they  are  utterly  unable  to  improve  the  golden  oppo^ 
tunity. 

But  it  is  not  for  them  we  plead,  but  for  the  wretch-, 
ed  outcasts  whom  it  is  their  ardent  desire  to  save. 
Look  at  them,  my  brethren,  look  at  the  miseries  of 
their  condition!  They  are  living  without  enjoyment, 
.  dying  without,  hope  and  day  by  day  peopling  the  re-* 
ceptacle  of  the  lost.  Good  God!  Is  there  a  heart  in 
this  assembly,  which  does  not  throb  at  the  agonizing 
reflection,  and  would  not  give  a  thousand  worlds  to 
escape  from  the  conviction  that  it  is  the  sober  truth? 
Who  does  not  grasp  at  the  hope,  that  something  may 
be  done  for  the  relief  of  these  poor  degraded  Heathen 
perishing  at  our  doors,  and  who  will  refuse  his  part 
to  put  the  New  York  Missionary  Society  in  a  situation 
^Yfricli  shall  enable  them  to  grant  it? 


DEVOTIONAL  EXERCISES, 
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PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS. 


HYMN  1.  C.  M.  Tune — Coles  hill.  * 

pRAY’R  is  tlie  sours  sincere  desire 
Uttered  or  unexpress’d; 

The  motion  of  a  hidden  fire— 

That  trembles  in  the  breast* 

2  Pray’r  is  the  burden  of  a  sigh* 

The  falling  of  a  tear; 

The  upward  glancing  of  an  eye* 

When  none  but  God  is  near. 

3  Pray’r  is  the  simplest  form  of  speech* 

That  infant  lips  can  try; 

Pray’r  the  sublimest  strains  that  reach 
The  majesty  On  high. 

4  Pray’r  is  the  Christian’s  vital  breath* 

The  Christian’s  vital  air* 

His  watchword  at  the  gate  of  death— 

He  enters  heav’n  by  pray’r. 

5  Pray’r  is  the  Contrite  sinner’s  voice 

Returning  from  his  ways, 

While  angels  in  their  songs  rejoice* 

And  cry  “behold  he  prays.” 

6  Oh  thoU  by  whom  I  come  to  God* 

The  Life,  the  Truth*  the  Way, 

The  path  of  pray’r  thyself  has  trod* 

“Lord  teach  me  how  to  pray.” 

*  The  tunes  ate  called  by  the  names  attached  to  them  in  a  pop¬ 
ular  musical  work*  called  the  “Christian  Lyre from  which  the}3' 
are  taken. 


PRAYER  I. 

*  **. 

For  a  Spirit  of  Grace  and  Suppli¬ 
cation. 

My  soul  would  plead  thine  own  word,  0  God: 
“When  thou  say est  seek  ye  my  face;  my  heart  replies 
Thy  face  Lord  will  I  seek.”  Ps.  27,  v.  8.  “Let  the  words 
of  my  mouth,  and  the  meditation  of  my  heart  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  in  thy  sight,  0  Lord,  tny  Strength  and  my 
Redeemer.”  Ps.  19.  14. 

O  great  and  glorious  God!  how  shall 
I  render  suitable  thanksgiving  and 
praises  unto  thee,  for  thy  special  con- 
desension  and  grace,  in  permitting  me 
(who  am  hut  dust  and  ashes,  and  with¬ 
al  a  great  and  grievous  sinner*  and 
unworthy  of  the  leust  of  thy  mercies,) 
to  appear  in  thy  presence,  (Who  art 
surrounded  with  countless  thousands 
of  holy  Angels  and  the  spirits  of  the 
just  made  perfect  through  the  blood 
of  Jesus,  who  continually  praise  and 
adore  thy  holy  name,)  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  before  thee  all  my  wants 
and  necessities,  and,  for  what  passes 
all  understanding,  the  permission  to 
call  thee  Father,  in  Christ  Jesus  and 
myself  thy  child.  Yea,  O  Father,  this 
is  condescension  and  grace,  the  great- 
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ness  and  preciousness  of  which,  I  can 
neither  sufficiently  magnify,  nor  even 
comprehend.  Be  pleased  therefore, 
to  look  down  upon  me,  in  thy  tender 
compassion,  and  enable  me,  by  grace, 
to  worship  Thee  in  an  acceptable 
manner. 

Thou  knowest,  O  God,  that  of  my¬ 
self,  I  am  incapable  of  doing  any  good, 
and  especially  of  calling  upon  Thy  holy 
name  aright,  inasmuch  as  I  know  not 
even  what,  or  how  to  ask  of  Thee,  I 
pray  thee  therefore,  to  pour  out  upon 
me,  a  spirit  of  supplication  and  faith, 
and  teach  me  how  to  pray,  and  what 
to  pray  for;  yea,  O  God,  grant  that 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  thy  love,  may 
make  intercession  for  me  in  heaven, 
so  that  iny  prayers  may  he  like  an 
holy  •  incense  before  thee,  and  that  I 
may  lift  up  mine  hands  and  heart  as 
the  evening  sacrifice. 

Grant,  O  Lord !  that  I  may  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  come  into  converse  with  thee, 
until  my  heart  is  suitably  prepared, 
by  contemplating  my  manifold  sins 
and  transgressions,  and  necessities,  as 
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also  thy  supreme  majesty,  grace  and 
compassion,  that  my  heart  may  be 
humbled  and  my  hope  and  confidence 
in  thee  may  be  strengthened. 

Thou  knowest  also,  O  Lord,  how 
manifold  and  fierce  are  the  tempta¬ 
tions  with  which  I  have  to  contend  in 
prayer,  that  I  am  of  impure  lips,  that 
am  slow  of  speech,  that  my  heart  is 
changeable,  that  my  mind  is  back¬ 
ward,  and  how  soon  my  thoughts  are 
inclined  to  wander,  even  when  I  most 
sincerely  desire  to  hold  communion 
with  thee.  Come  then  to  my  aid  in 
my  weakness,  open  thou  my  mouth, 
unloose  my  tongue,  purify  my  lips 
and  preserve  my  thoughts  from  dis¬ 
traction,  so  that  I  may  worship  thee 
with  true  devotion  of  heart.  And  as 
satan  is  always  at  my  side,  to  lead 
me  astray ;  therefore  rebuke  him,  so 
that  he  may  not  entangle  me,  and 
grant  me  grace  and  enable  me  to  gath¬ 
er  in  all  my  thoughts  and  desires  from 
earth,  and  all  sublunary  objects,  and 
lift  them  up  to  heaven,  and  place  them 
upon  things  divine. — And  are  my 
wants  so  many,  so  great,  and  such  a 
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burden,  that  I  cannot  express  them  be¬ 
fore  thee;  O  God!  make  thy  strength 
perfect  in  my  weakness,  stir  up  my 
heart  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  cause 
it  to  send  forth  unto  thee  groanings 
which  cannot  be  uttered,  and  pene¬ 
trate  thy  paternal  heart,  and  cause 
thee  to  send  me  answers  of  peace;  and 
is  my  heart  at  any  time  averse  to  pray¬ 
er,  or  drowsy,  O  Lord,  influence  it 
with  the  rays  of  grace  divine,  and 
the  influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  so 
that  I  may  call  upon  Thee,  as  a  Spir¬ 
it,  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

Enlighten,  O  Lord,  the  eyes  of  my 
understanding,  that  I  may  desire  no¬ 
thing  of  Thee,  but  what  is  consistent 
with  thy  will,  promotive  of  thine  hon¬ 
or  and  glory,  and  advancive  of  mine 
own  salvation.  Incline  my  heart  es¬ 
pecially,  to  plead  with  Thee  for  spir¬ 
itual  benefits,  for  the  forgiveness  of  my 
sins,  the  renewing  of  the  spirit  of  my 
mind;  for  a  saving  knowledge  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  Thy  well  beloved  Son;  for 
a  filial  fear,  a  cordial  love,  true  faith 
and  a  lively  hope;  for  unwavering  pa- 
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tience,  and  eternal  life;  and  may  I  nev¬ 
er  cease,  in  my  importunate  cries  and 
supplications,  until  I  have  become  a 
participator,  of  those  blessings,  and 
enjoy  the  assurance  of  thy  Spirit,  that 
Thou  art  mine  and  I  am  thine.  And 
enable  me,  O  Lord,  by  a  lively  faith 
and  unwavering  confidence,  to  antici¬ 
pate  at  Thy  hand,  all  things  which  I 
ask  of  Thee  consistent  with  Thy  will; 
and  shouldest  Thou  withhold  Thine 
help,  O  preserve  me  from  impatience 
and  fretfulness,  so  that  I  may  not  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  prescribe  either  time  or  man¬ 
ner  of  answering  my  prayers  unto 
Thee  but  be  ever  ready  to  subject  my 
will  unto  thine,  and  thus  with  perse¬ 
vering  supplication  and  prayer  con¬ 
tinue  to  wait  upon  Thee. 

That  like  holy  Jacob,  I  may  wrestle 
with  Thee,  until  Thou  Messest  me,  and 
grantest  me  a  hearing  to  the  salvation 
of  my  soul.  Convince  me,  O  Father, 
that  the  more  steadfast  and  perseve¬ 
ring  I  am,  even  so  much  greater  and 
more  glorious  will  be  the  displays  of 
thy  grace,  and  that  the  withholding  of 
thine  aid,  for  a  season,  will  be  abun- 
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dantly  supplied  by  Thy  love  and 
mercy.  O,  let  me,  therefore,  always 
find  grace  in  Thy  sight,  and  hearken 
unto  the  sighs  and  petitions  of  Thine 
own  child,  for  the  alone  sake,  of  Thy 
beloved  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


H  Y  M  N  .  2  C.  M.  Tune — - Mear . 

|P  QD  of  my  life,  my  morning  song, 

To  thee  1  cheerful  raise ; 

Thy  acts  of  love  ’tis  good  to  sing, 

And  pleasant  ’tis  to  praise. 

2  Preserv’d  by  thy  almighty  arm, 

I  passed  the  shades  of  night, 

Serene  and  safe  from  ev’ry  harm, 

To  see  the  morning  light. 

3  While  numbers  spent  the  night  in  sighs, 

And  restless  pains  and  woes, 

In  gentle  sleep,  I  closed  mine  eyes, 

And  rose  from  sweet  repose. 

4  WThen  sleep,  death’s  image,  o-er  me  spread. 

And  I  unconscious  lay, 

Thy  watchful  care  was  round  my  bed, 

To  guard  my  feeble  clay. 

5  O  let  the  same  almighty  care. 

Through  all  this  day  attend  $ 

From  ev’ry  danger,  ev’ry  snare, 

My  heedless  steps  attend. 

6  Smile  on  the  minutes  as  they  roll, 

And  guide  my  future  days  ; 

And  let  thy  goodness  fill  my  soul, 

With  gratitude  and  praise. 
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PRAYER  II. 

Instructions  how  to  begin  the  day 

with  God. 

“I  laid  me  down,  and  slept;  I  awaked;  for  the  Lord 
sustained  me.’’  Ps.  3.  y.  5.  “Lord  lift  thou  up  the 
light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.’’  (As  soon  as  the 
child  of  God  wakes  up  from  sleep  in  the  morning,  he 
should  raise  his  heart  to  heaven,  in  this,  or  a  similar 
short  prayer,  and  thus  excite  his  soul  to  a  devotional 
frame,  for  waiting  upon  the  Lord.) 

I  thank  Thee,  O  Heavenly  Father, 
that  Thou  hast  watched  over  and  pro¬ 
tected  me,  during  the  past  night,  from 
all  evil  and  danger,  and  hast  permit¬ 
ted  me,  in  the  enjoyment  of  my  usu¬ 
al  health  and  strength,  to  behold  the 
light  of  this  morning;  and  I  would 
pray  Thee  to  have  me  in  Thy  holy 
care  and  keeping,  and  under  the 
guidance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  during 
this  day.  And  as  thou  hast  awaken¬ 
ed  my  body,  from  natural  sleep,  O  be 
pleased  also  to  awaken  my  soul  from 
the  sleep  of  sin,  and  all  spiritual 
drowsiness  and  grant  me,  with  the 
commencement  of  this  day,  renewed 
measures  of  grace  and  strength,  that 
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I  may  spend  it,  and  all  the  remainder 
of  my  life,  under  Thy  fatherly  protec¬ 
tion,  and  the  government  of  Thy  Spir¬ 
it,  in  love,  obedience,  and  in  the  fear 
of  God,  that  I  may  carefully  guard 
against  all  sin  and  sinful  occasions,  so 
that  when  the  last  trumpet  shall 
sound,  and  awaken  up  my  sleeping 
dust,  from  the  slumbers  of  the  grave, 
I  may  arise  with  joy  unspeakable,  to 
life  everlasting  in  Christ  Jesus  my 
Redeemer.  Amen. 


H1MN  3.  C.  M.  Tune — Walzel. 

0ome  Holy  Spirit  heavenly  Dove, 
With  all  thy  quick’ning  powers, 
Kindle  a  flame  of  sacred  love 
In  these  cold  hearts  of  ours. 

2  Look  how  we  grovel  here  below, 

Fond  of  these  trifling  toys; 

Our  souls  can  neither  fly  nor  go, 
To  reach  eternal  joys. 

3  In  vain  we  tune  our  formal  songs, 

In  vain  we  strive  to  rise; 
Hosannas  languish  on  our  tongues, 
#  And  our  devotion  dies. 

4  Dear  Lord  and  shall  we  ever  live 
At  this  poor  dying  rate, 

Our  love  so  cold  so  faint  to.  thee, 
And  thine  to  us  so  great. 
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5  Come  Holy  Spirit  Heavenly  Dove, 

With  all  thy  quick’ning  powers, 

Come  shed  abroad  a  Saviour’s  love? 

And  that  shall  kindle  ours. 

PRAYER  III. 

A  morning  prayer  for  a  family. 

“Unto  thee,  0  my  strength,  will  I  sing,  for  God  is 
my  defence,  and  the  God  of  my  mercy.”  Ps.  59, 17, 
“0  God,  thou  art  my  God;  early  will  I  seek  thee;  my 
soul  thirsteth  for  thee.”  Ps.  63,  l, 

O  almighty,  everlasting  God,  and 
merciful  Father  in  Christ  Jesus!  we 
should  render  Thee  most  humble 
thanksgiving,  honor  and  praise,  for 
all  Thy  unspeakable  benefits,  but  es¬ 
pecially,  for  the  sweet  and  refreshing 
repose  which  we  have  enjoyed  at  thy 
hand  during  the  past  night,  and  for 
permitting  us  under  circumstances  of 
so  much  mercy  to  behold  the  light  of 
this  morning.  We  acknowledge,  with 
the  profoundest  humility,  that  we  are 
entirely  unworthy  of  these  and  all 
other  benefits,  inasmuch  as  we  are  not 
only  sinners  by  nature,  in  which  we 
are  conceived  and  born,  but  we  have 
also  committed  innumerable  actual 
sins,  and  transgressions,  from  day  to 
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day.  We  beseech  Thee  therefore,  O 
Father  of  Mercies,  for  the  sake  of 
our  substitute  and  surety  J  esus  Christ, 
to  forgive  us  a!l  our  sins,  and  grant 
us  an  assurance  of  a  free  pardon,  by 
thy  word  and  the  testimony  of  Thy 
Holy  Spirit.  Be  pleased  also  to  pre¬ 
serve  us- through  this  day,  and  thro* 
ail  the  days  of  our  sojourning  here 
on  this  thy  foot-stool,  from  all  sins 
and  transgressions,  so  that  we  may 
not  offend  Thee  anew,  and  excite  Thy 
wrath  and  displeasure  to  our  eternal 
damnation. 

May  Thy  fear  be  continually  before 
our  eyes :  be  pleased  to  increase  and 
strengthen  our  faith,  render  our  hope 
more  firm,  and  influence  our  hearts 
with  a  pure  and  holy  love,  to  Thee, 
to  Thy  holy  commandments,  to  our 
neighbors,  and  to  all  good  works;  cre¬ 
ate  within  us  a  sincere  hatred  to  all 
that  is  sinful  in  Thy  sight,  as  also  a 
godly  sorrow  for  all  past  sins,  togeth¬ 
er  with  a  firm  resolution  to  live  in  all 
newness  of  life  and  holy  obedience. 

And  a§  according  to  Thy  will,  we 
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are  to  contend  manfully  against  the 
world ,  the  flesh  and  the  devil,  O  as¬ 
sist  us  Almighty  God!  Protect  us  by 
Thy  providence,  arm  us  with  Thy  pow¬ 
er,  give  Thy  holy  angels  charge  over 
us;  instruct  us  by  thy  word,  and  gov¬ 
ern  us  in  all  that  we  think  or  perform, 
and  let  Thy  own  hand,  at  all  times 
lead  and  guide  us,  so  that  we  may 
never  do  any  thing  displeasing  in 
Thy  sight. 

Be  present  with  us,  O  God,  in  all  the 
duties  of  our  callings,  and  make  us 
abundantly  fruitful  in  all  good  works. 
Do  Thou  be  pleased  to  bless  the 
works  of  our  hands,  the  words  of  our 
mouths,  and  the  thoughts  and  desires 
of  our  hearts;  and  give  us  grace  that 
it  may  ever  be  our  meat  and  drink  to 
do  Thy  will,  and  thereby  hold  fast 
the  pearl  of  great  price,  and  a  con¬ 
science  void  of  offence  towards  God 
and  man  until  death.  And  as  we 
have  already  received  innumerable 
blessings  from  Thee,  in  our  creation, 
preservation,  redemption,  effectual 
calling  and  sanctification;  for  by 


INSTRUCTIONS  HOW  TO  EEGIN  THE  BAf  WITH  GOD.  51 


almighty  power,  didst  thou  create  us, 
by  thy  wise  providence  we  have  been 
kindly  preserved,  by  Thine  own  holy 
word,  thou  hast  instructed  us,  through 
faith  in  the  blood  of  thy  son  Jesus 
Christ,  thou  hast  justified  us,  and 
sanctified  us  by  the  influences  of  thy 
Spirit. 

Thou  hast  also  continued  thy  word 
and  sacraments  pure  and  unadultera¬ 
ted  among  us,  from  our  earliest  exis¬ 
tence,  to  the  present  period  of  our 
lives,  and  hast,  in  much  mercy,  pre¬ 
served  us  from  merited  punishment, 
from  famine,  hunger,  war,  pestilence, 
and  above  all  things,  thou  hast  provi¬ 
ded  for  us,  in  Christ  Jesus,  an  exceed¬ 
ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  in  e- 
verlasting  life;  O,  therefore,  most  mer¬ 
ciful  Father!  grant  us  grateful  hearts, 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  our  lives  to  thine  honor 
and  glory,  and  with  an  eye  continual¬ 
ly  directed  to  death,  judgment  and  e- 
ternity;  often  contemplating  the  joys 
of  Heaven,  and  the  awful  torments  of 
hell,  that  each  one  of  us,  may  contin- 
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ue  faithful  in  our  calling,  so  that  when 
the  great  day  of  account  shall  come, 
we  may  stand  before  thy  judgment  bar 
and  be  welcomed  into  the  joys  of  our 

Lord. 

And  be  pleased,  O  Lord!  to  impart 
unto  each  one  of  thy  servants  and 
handmaidens,  here  in  thy  presence, 
our  part  of  the  good  things  of  life, 
of  health,  honor,  peace,  joy  and  sus¬ 
tenance  ;  and  should  it  please  thee  to 
visit  us,  as  thy  children,  with  crosses, 
and  adversities,  O  grant  us  the  spirit 
of  patience  and  of  steadfastness,  so 
that  they  may  prove  wholesome  medi¬ 
cines  to  our  souls. 

Remember,  also,  in  tender  mercy, 
thy  beloved  Church :  preserve  and 
cultivate  the  vine,  planted  by  thy  own 
hand:  may  the  manifold  sufferings  and 
tribulations  of  thy  believing  children 
penetrate  thy  paternal  heart;  break 
the  bands  of  anti-Christ,  be  a  strong 
tower  of  refuge,  to  all  who  flee  unto 
Thee  in  their  affliction. 

Command  thy  blessing  also  upon  our 
Christian  Government:  pour  out  upon 
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our  rulers,  a*  spirit  of  wisdom,  and 
knowledge  and  of  the  fear  of  God;  that 
in  all  their  deliberations,  they  may 
have  an  eye  to  thine  honor  and  the 
best  interests  of  the  community.  W e 
commend  unto  Thee  also  that  branch 
of  thy  Church  to  which  we  more  es¬ 
pecially  belong;  ever  continue  to  bless 
it  with  true  and  faithful  labourers. — 
Look  down,  in  tender  compassion  up¬ 
on  ail  the  mourners  in  Zion ;  be  unto 
them  as  a  well  of  water  in  a  dry  and 
parched  land.  Pity  the  deluded,  and 
O  reclaim  them ;  be  a  source  of  com¬ 
fort  to  the  tempted ;  be  a  physician  to 
all  the  sick ;  feed  and  nourish  the 
hungry ;  protect  and  guard  the  wid¬ 
ow  and  the  orphan,  and  be  a  present 
help  to  all  the  distressed.  May  our 
friends  and  relations  be  objects  of  thy 
special  care  and  tender  regard,  and 
further  thou  the  work  of  their  hands. 
O  Lord  God!  hear  these  our  weak  pe¬ 
titions,  and  be  merciful  to  us  sinners, 
for  the  sake  of  thy  beloved  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  our  only  Mediator  and  Re¬ 
deemer,  in  whose  name  we  would 
call  upon  thee,  as, 
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“  Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven, 
hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it 
is  in  heaven.  Givens  this  day  our  daily 
bread,  and  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we 
forgive  our  debtors,  and  lead  us  not  in¬ 
to  temptation;  but  deliver  us  from  evil. 
For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power, 
and  the  glory,  forever.  Amen. 


Morning  devotion  for  an  individual . 

H  Y  M  N  4.  C.  M. — Devises. 


0NCE  more  my  soul  the  rising  day, 
Salutes  thy  waking  eyes; 

Once  more,  my  voice,  thy  tribute  pay 
To  Him  that  rules  the  skies. 


2  Night  unto  night  his  name  repeats, 
The  day  renews  the  sound; 

Wide  as  the  heav’n  on  which  he  sits, 
To  turn  the  seasons  round. 


3  ’Tis  he  supports  my  mortal  frame; 

My  tongue  shall  speak  his  praise; 

My  sins  would  rouse  his  wrath  to  flame. 
And  yet  his  wrath  delays. 

4  On  a  poor  worm  thy  pow’r  might  tread, 

And  I  could  ne’er  withstand; 

Thy  justice  might  have  crush’d  me  dead, 
But  mercy  held  thine  hand. 

5  A  thousand  wretched  souls  are  fled 

Since  the  last  setting  sun, 
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And  yet  thou  length’nest  out  my  thread, 

And  yet  my  moments  run. 

6  Dear  God,  let  all  my  hours  be  thine, 

Whilst  I  enjoy  the  light; 

Then  shall  my  sun  in  smiles  decline. 

And  bring  a  peaceful  night. 

PRAYER  IV. 

“0  satisfy  us  early  with  thy  mercy;  that  we  may  re¬ 
joice  and  be  glad  all  our  days.’’  Ps.  90,  y.  14. 

O  Amighty  God  and  most  merciful 
and  gracious  Father!  It  is  a  good 
thing,  to  give  thanks  unto  thee,  thou 
Most  High!  To  speak  of  thy  tender 
mercies  which  are  renewed  unto  me 
every  morning,  and  of  thy  faithful¬ 
ness  which  returns  every  evening. 
Therefore  would  I  bow  with  humblest 
reverence  before  Thee,  O  thou  who 
art  the  Guardian  of  Israel,  who  neith¬ 
er  sleeps  nor  slumbers,  and  offer  Thee 
thanks  for  thy  guardian  care  and  pro¬ 
tection  extended  unto  me  through  all 
the  past  periods  of  my  life,  and  espe¬ 
cially,  through  the  silent  watches  of 
the  past  night,  in  which  by  thy  good 
-  Providence,  I  was  permitted  to  lay 
me  down  under  the  shadow  of  thy 
wings,  and  sleep  secure  from  fear  and 
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from  ali  evils  and  dangers,  as  to  soul 
and  body. 

But  especially  would  I  render  thee 
hearty  thanks  for  the  great  love  which 
thou  hast  exhibited  towards  me  in 
Christ  Jesus,  by  choosing  me  in  him, 
and  causing  my  unworthy  name  to  be 
written  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life, 
that  thou  didst  enstamp  thine  image 
upon  my  soul  in  my  creation,  and  that 
although  thy  image  had  been  defaced 
by  sin,  thou  didst  again  renew  it  by 
thy  word  and  Holy  Spirit;  yea,  and 
that  I  might  not  be  eternally  misera¬ 
ble,  thou  didst  send  thine  only  begot¬ 
ten  and  well  beloved  Son,  from  thy 
bosom,  to  redeem  me  from  the  power 
of  sin,  of  satan  death  and  hell,  and  by 
the  power  of  his  death,  bring  me  to 
the  enjoyment  of  eternal  glory. 

Grant  me,  therefore  grace,  O  God! 
that  I  may  continually  keep  all  these 
inexpressible  benefits  in  fresh  remem¬ 
brance,  and  be  led  to  laud,  bless  and 
magnify  Thee,  and  shew  forth  thine 
honor,  not  only  in  words,  but  also  by 
my  life  and  conduct,  that  I  may  there- 
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by  secure  a  participation  of  an  inher¬ 
itance  with  the  saints  in  light.  For 
this  purpose,  enlighten  thou  the  eyes 
of  my  understanding  and  grant  me  a 
new  heart,  that  I  may  rightly  know 
Thee,  exercise  a  true  and  living  faith 
in  Thee,  indulge  a  filial  fear  of  Thee, 
and  by  a  holy  life,  endeavor  to  walk 
according  to  thy  will.  And  inasmuch, 
as  I  have  already  during  my  past  life, 
offended  Thee,  in  ten  thousand  in¬ 
stances,  by  sinning  against  Thee,  and 
have  richly  deserved  being  cast  off 
from  thy  favor  and  communion  for  e  v¬ 
er,  I  beseech  Thee,  O  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies!  to  forgive  me  all  my  sins,  for  the 
sake  of  Jesus  Christ  thine  own  Son. 
Be  merciful  unto  me,  O  God!  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender 
mercies,  blot  out  all  my  transgres¬ 
sions.  Wash  me,  O  Lord!  from  all 
my  sins,  and  purify  me  from  all  my  po- 
lutions,  for  I  acknowledge  all  my 
transgressions,  and  my  iniquities  are 
continually  before  Thee;  but  O  blot 
them  all  out  as  with  a  thick  cloud, 
and,  and  cast  them  into  the  ocean  of 
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oblivion,  so  that  they  may  no  more  be 
remembered  before  thee  forever.  Cre¬ 
ate  within  me  a  new  heart,  O  God! 
and  give  me  a  contrite  spirit,  that  I 
may, "as  a  new  creature,  avoid  all  evil 
ways,  and  live  in  new  obedience  unto 
Thee,  be  patient  under  suffering,  and 
at  last  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  be  finally  happy  with  Thee. 

Implant  in  my  heart  true  faith,  a 
lively  hope,  a  filial  fear  and  a  holy 
zeal  for  thine  honor  and  glory.  En¬ 
able  me  to  exercise  a  godly  sorrow 
for  my  sins;  render  me  watchful  in  all 
temptations;  temperate  in  the  use  of 
all  thy  mercies;  fearful  to  offend  Thee; 
submissive  under  all  thy  chastise¬ 
ments,  and  conscientious  in  all  I  say 
and  do,  as  it  behoves  an  obedient 
chi  ld  to  do  unto  his  father. 

Grant  also,  O  blessed  God!  that  I 
may  always  be  so  disposed  towards 
my  neighbor,  that  I  may  ever  bear  in 
mind  the  royal  commandment  of  love. 

And  I  would  finally  commend  unto 
Thee,  all  my  interests  and  concerns, 
together  with  my  friends  and  red  a- 
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lives;  O  preserve  us  all  from  evil  and 
danger,  and  command  thy  choicest 
benediction  upon  all  our  undertak¬ 
ings,  so  far  as  consistent  with  thy  will, 
be  thou  unto  us  as  a  wall  of  fire;  keep 
us  as  the  apple  of  thine  eye,  sanctify 
us  as  to  soul  and  body,  so  that  our 
souls,  bodies  and  spirits,  may  be  pre¬ 
served  blameless  unto  the  day  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  Give  thine  angels  charge 
over  us,  and  command  them  to  guide 
and  preserve  us  in  all  our  ways  and 
goings,  so  that  no  evil  may  befal  us. 
And,  thou  Author  and  Disposer  of  life 
and  death,  grant  me  at  last,  a  happy 
exit  from  this  to  a  better  world,  that  I 
may  in  the  exercise  of  a  true  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  in  unwavering  patience, 
and  a  firm  hope  of  eternal  life,  fall 
asleep  in  Jesus,  and  at  the  last  day, 
may  rise  again  from  the  slumbers  of 
the  tomb,  with  joy  unspeakable  to  ev¬ 
erlasting  life. 

O  Lord  God!  forgive  all  my  wan¬ 
derings  even  whilst  engaged  in  pray¬ 
er,  and  grant  a  gracious  answer  to  the 
voice  of  my  feeble  supplications,  for 
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the  alone  sake  of  the  prevalent  inter* 
cession  of  Jesus  my  Redeemer,  who 
has  promised,  that  all  that  we  ask  of 
Thee  in  his  name,  thou  wouldst  give 
unto  us,  and  has  therefore  command¬ 
ed  us  to  call  upon  thee,  as  “Our  father 

who  art  in  heaven,”  &c. 

•  / 

Evening  devotion  for  a  family* 

HYMN  5.  C.  M.—  Paradise. 


WOW  from  the  altar  of  our  hearts, 

^  Let  flames  of  love  arise; 

Assist  us  Lord,  to  offer  up 
Our  evening  sacrifice. 

2  Minutes  and  mercies  multiplied 

Have  made  up  all  this  day; 

Minutes  came  quick,  but  mercies  were 
More  swift  and  free  than  they. 

3  New  time,  new7  favor,  and  new  joys, 

Do  a  new  song  require; 

Till  we  shall  praise  thee  as  we  would, 
Accept  our  heart’s  desire* 

4  Lord  of  our  days  whose  hand  hath  set 

New  time  upon  the  score, 

Thee  may  we  praise  for  all  our  time, 
When  time  shall  be  no  more. 


PRAYER  V. 

“It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and 
to  sing  praises  unto  thy  name,  O  Most  High:  to  show 
forth  thy  loving  kindness  in  the  morning,  and  thy 
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faithfulness  every  night.”  Ps.  92,  v.  1,  2.  “Let  the 
saints  be  joyful  in  glory:  let  them  sing  aloud  upon 
their  beds.’’  Ps.  149,  v.  5. 

At  night,  (when  the  hour  of  repose  draws  nigh,) 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  true  child  of  God,  to  enter  into 
serious  examination  and  reflection  how  he  has  spent 
the  day;  what  sins  he  has  committed;  what  opportu¬ 
nities  to  do  good  he  has  neglected,  and  never  venture 
to  enter  upon  repose,  until  he  has  been  again  recon¬ 
ciled  unto  God,  and  for  this  purpose;  with  fervency 
of  soul,  call  upon  God,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ, 
to  forgive  him  all  his  sins,  with  the  sincere  determi¬ 
nation  to  carefully  guard  against  all  manner  of  sin 
for  the  future. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  becomes  his  duty  seriously 
to  meditate  upon  the  manifold  blessings  which  he 
has  received  at  the  hand  of  God,  by  which  he  has 
!  been  kindly  preserved  and  sustained,  and  render 
unto  his  divine  benefactor  hearty  thanks  for  all  His 
!  benefits. 

I  '  ,  l  j. 

i  Almighty  God  and  gracious  Father! 
we  would  render  unto  Thee  unfeign¬ 
ed  thanks  for  exhibiting  thyself  unto 
I  us  during  the  past  day,  as  a  Refuge  in 
danger,  Comforter  in  trouble,  our 
Protector  in  the  heat  of  temptation, 
and  our  kind  Benefactor  in  all  our 
necessities.  Our  hungry,  thirsty,  and 
naked  bodies,  hast  thou  replenished 
with  food,  water  and  raiment;  and 
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hast  preserved  us  and  ours,  (by  giving 
thine  angels  charge  over  us,)  from  all 
dangers  seen  and  unseen,  thou  hast 
also  led  our  souls  into  the  green  pas¬ 
tures  of  thy  word;  thou  hast  enlight¬ 
ened  our  dark  understandings,  with 
a  saving  knowledge  of  Thee;  and 
Thou  hast  circumcised  our  hard  and 
stony  hearts,  by  the  power  of  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Spirit,  and  awakened  up  in  them 
the  light  of  faith,  and  the  holy  fire  of 
pure  love  to  Thee,  and  hast  thus  be¬ 
stowed  upon  us,  all  things  re  quisite 
to  the  promotion  of  our  welfare  in 
time  and  for  eternity. 

Now  we  sincerely  acknowledge 
and  confess  unto  Thee,  that  we  are 
utterly  unworthy  of  all  these  mercies 
which  thou  hast  bestowed  so  bounti¬ 
fully  upon  us,  thy  servants  and  hand¬ 
maidens.  But  inasmuch  as  we  can¬ 
not  subsist  for  one  moment,  without 
the  supplies  of  thy  mercy  and  grace, 
we  would  entreat  Thee,  O  most  Mer¬ 
ciful  Father,  that  thou  wouldst,  not¬ 
withstanding  our  great  unworthiness, 
continue  unto  us  thy  paternal  care, 
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and  renew  thy  mercies  unto  us  every 
morning  and  evening. 

And  O  thou  Father  of  Lights,  as  the 
shades  of  the  evening  have  encompas¬ 
sed  us,  be  pleased  to  abide  with  us,  as 
thy  son  did  with  his  disciples  at  Em¬ 
ails.  Forsake  not  the  work  of  thine 
hands,  and  hide  not  the  light  of  thy 
countenance  and  thy  grace  from  us, 
through  the  darkness  of  this  night. 
May  the  holy  angels,  those  heavenly 
watchmen,  remain  with  us,  and  be  un¬ 
to  us, — as  formerly  unto  thy  servant 
Elisha, — a  wall  of  fire,  to  preserve  us 
from  all  the  power  and  onsets  of  the 
Prince  of  darkness.  When  we  sleep, 
may  our  hearts  be  awake  unto  Thee; 
nay,  watch  thou  over  us,  Father  in 
heaven !  so  that  we  may  be  preserved 
from  falling  asleep  in  our  sins,  and 
dropping  into  eternity,  in  our  trans¬ 
gressions  ;  but  grant,  O  Lord,  that  our 
hearts  may,  in  the  exercise  of  sincere 
love,  of  firm  hope  of  eternal  life,  and 
of  true  repentance,  watch  day  and 
night,  as  those  who  wait  for  the  com¬ 
ing  of  their  Lord. 
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Preserve  us  from  all  sinful  and  fool¬ 
ish  dreams,  idle  thoughts,  heavy  cares, 
heart-rending  anxieties ;  from  all  that 
might  disturb  our  repose,  and  from  all 
manner  of  polution  of  soul  and  body. 
And  should  it  please  Thee  to  call  any 
of  us  from  time  to  eternity,  during  the 
silent  watches  of  this  night ;  O  be 
merciful  unto  us,  for  Jesus’  sake,  and 
permit  us,  like  Jacob  of  old,  to  be¬ 
hold  the  heavens  opened,  and  enable 
us  by  Christ,  the  true  ladder,  which 
connects  heaven  and  earth,  to  ascend 
up  unto  thy  right  hand  in  Paradise ; 
should  it,  however  please  Thee,  to  con¬ 
tinue  us  longer  in  this  world,  O  ena¬ 
ble  us  to  spend  our  days  in  perfecting 
holiness  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And 
O  Father,  for  this  purpose,  wean  our 
sinful  hearts  from  the  love  of  the  world 
and  all  its  sinful  lusts,  that  our  con¬ 
versation  may  be  in  heaven,  and  that 
our  supreme'  affections  may  be  placed 
upon  heaven  and  things  divine,  so  as 
to  enable  us  to  forget  that  which  is 
behind,  and  press  forward  towards 
the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  our  high  cal¬ 
ling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus. 
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For  this  purpose,  O,  Father !  ac¬ 
complish  that  good  work  of  grace 
which  thou  hast  begun  in  us,  to  the 
glory  of  thy  name,  and  the  salvation 
of  our  sinful  souls}  and  may  the  repose 
of  this  night,  prove  strengthening  to 
our  frail  bodies,  so  that  we  may  be 
better  prepared  for  the  duties  of 
the  ensuing  day.  And  as  thou  hast 
covered  the  earth  with  darkness,  so 
also  be  pleased  in  thine  infinite  com¬ 
passion,  to  cover  all  our  sins  and  ini¬ 
quities  as  with  a  thick  cloud,  that  we 
may  not  on  account  of  them,  be  ban¬ 
ished  from  the  light  of  thy  counten¬ 
ance. 

Remember  not  the  sins  and  trans¬ 
gressions  of  our  youth,  but  remember 
us  i  ather  according  to  thy  tender  mer¬ 
cy  and  compassion  in  Christ  Jesus 
thy  once  suffering,  but  now  risen  and 
glorified  Son.  Thou  hast  said,  that 
light  shall  shine  forth  out  of  darkness 
O  enlighten  us  then,  thou  Father  of 
lights,  enlighten  our  darkened  hearts 
more  and  more  with  the  knowledge 
of  the  light  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of 
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thy  glory,  that  as  children  of  light, 
we  may  walk  in  the  commandments. 

Bleis  also  our  Christian  govern¬ 
ment,  that  under  the  protection  of  it, 
all  things  may  prosper,  that  right¬ 
eousness  and  truth  may  kiss  each  oth¬ 
er;  that  peace,  and  the  general  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community  may  spring 
forth  and  bloom,  and  that  they  may 
ever  visit  and  abide  in  thine  house. 
Fill  those  more  and  more,  who  arc 
stewards  over  the  mysteries,  with  a 
spirit  of  wisdom  and  knowledge  and 
the  fear  of  God.  Bless  thou  with 
power  in  word  and  truth,  pure  and 
holy  lives.  Preserve  our  bodies  from 
injurious  diseases,  and  our  souls  from 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  devil,  and  our 
nourishment  from  all  things  calcula¬ 
ted  to  injure  our  health,  took  down 
in  tender  compassion  upon  all  truly 
penitent  sinners;  comfort  the  distres¬ 
sed;  redeem  and  strengthen  the  perse¬ 
cuted;  restore  to  health  all  w horn  thou 
hast  visited  with  indisposition;  bind 
up  the  wounds  which  Thou  hast  in¬ 
flicted  both  as  to  body  and  soul;  pro- 
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tect  all  widows  and  orphans  as  the 
apple  of  thine  eye;  preserve  them  as 
a  compassionate  Father  and  righteous 
Judge.  Have  mercy  upon  all  such  as 
cry  unto  Thee  in  their  distress;  wipe 
away  their  tears;  turn  their  lamenta¬ 
tion  into  joy;  and  give  them  the  gar¬ 
ments  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  hea¬ 
viness.  Grant  us,  O  Lord!  these  our 
humble  petitions,  for  thou  canst  do 
unto  us  infinitely  and  abundantly 
more  than  we  can  ask  or  think,  for  J e- 
sus,  thy  beloved  Son’s  sake,  who  has 
commanded  us  to  pray  “Our  Fa¬ 
ther”  &c. 


Evening  devotion  for  anindividual . 

HYMN  6.  C.  M. — Rochester. 

T  ORD  Tli on  wilt  hear  me  when  I  pray, 

^  I  am  forever  thine; 

I  fear  before  thee  all  the  (lay, 

Nor  would  I  dare  to  sin. 


2  And  while  I  rest  my  weary  head, 

From  cares  and  business  free, 

Tis  sweet  conversing  on  my  bed 
With  my  own  heart  and  Thee. 

3  I  pay  this  evening  sacrifice; 

And  when  my  work  is  done, 
Great  God!  my  faith  and  hope  relies 
Upon  thy  grace  alone. 


PRAYER  VI, 
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4  Thus  with  my  thoughts  composed  to  peace 
I’ll  give  mine  eyes  to  sleep, 

Thy  hand  in  safety  keeps  my  days, 

And  will  my  slumbers  keep. 

PRAYER  VI. 

“I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep;  for 
Thou  Lord,  only  makest  me  dwell  in  safety.”  Ps.  4, 

8.  “T.  he  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation; 

whom  shall  I  fear?  The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my 
life;  of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid?”  Ps.  27.  v.  1. 

O  most  holy  God  and  heavenly  Fa- 
ther,  whose  eyes  are  so  pure  that  they 
cannot  behold  iniquity!  How  shall  I, 
a  poor  sinful  creature,  who  am  by  na¬ 
ture  a  child  of  wrath,  a  slave  of  satan, 
nay,  a  fiend  as  it  were  of  hell,  take 
it  upon  myself  to  appear  before 
Thee!  I  am  not  only  impure  and  de¬ 
praved  by  nature,  and  incapable  of 
doing  any  good,  and  prone  to  all  man¬ 
ner  of  evil;  but  I  am  a  thousand  fold 
more  so,  by  my  actual  sins  and  trans¬ 
gressions,  which  are  more  in  number, 
alas!  than  the  hairs  of  my  head,  or  the 
sand  of  the  sea  shore.  For  alas!  I 
have  transgressed  all  thy  command¬ 
ments  in  ten  thousand  instances,  in 
thoughts,  desires,  gestures,  words,  and 
deeds?  and  have  thereby  excited  thy 
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wrath  and  displeasure,  profaned  thy 
holy  name,  grieved  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
ruined  my  immortal  soul,  rendered 
my  conscience  impure  and  uneasy, 
and  above  all,  my  transgressions  and 
disobedience  have  been  daily  repeat¬ 
ed.  Alas  !  notwithstanding  all  thy 
warnings  and  calls  unto  me,  and  mine 
own  solemn  vows;  and  even  during 
the  past  day,  I  have  added  new  sins 
unto  the  black  catalogue  of  my  past 
iniquities.  Now  O  Lord!  what  shall 
I  say?  I  know  that  death  is  the  wages 
of  sin;  but  I  pray  Thee  O  Father!  to 
remember  me  in  tender  mercy.  May 
I  be  covered  with  shame  and  confu¬ 
sion  of  face,  under  a  sense  of  my  un- 
fruitfulness  in  religion,  by  which  I 
have  caused  others  to  be  offended  and 
to  stumble.  Create  within  me  a  god¬ 
ly  sorrow,  which  worketh  a  repent¬ 
ance,  which  needeth  not  to  be  repent¬ 
ed  of,  that  my  soul  may  be  grieved  on 
account  of  my  sins,  not  out  of  fear  of 
punishment,  or  that  I  have  thereby 
merited  death,  hell,  and  eternal  dam¬ 
nation,  but  out  of  love  to  Thee,  and 
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that  I  have  with  my  sins,  excited  the 
wrath  and  displeasure  of  >*lich  a  kind 
and  compassionate  father,  whose  bow¬ 
els  of  love  and,  mercy  towards  me 
should  have  ever  secured  my  unwav¬ 
ering  obedience  and  unfeigned  love  to 
his  holy  will  and  commandments. 
Awaken  in  me,  a  true  hatred  to  all, 
even  my  most  secret  bosom  sins,  that 
I  may  guard  more  vigilantly  against 
them;  and  not  do  as  heretofore;  when 
I  have  indeed  confessed  my  sins  and 
promised  amendment,  but  alas!  have 
not  departed  from  all  mine  iniquities. 

Cancel  all  my  past  sins,  O  God!  with 
the  precious  blood  of  thy  beloved  Son, 
comfort  me  with  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and 
speak  unto  my  soul,  saying  ‘I  am  thy 
Salvation. ?  I  would  render  unto  Thee, 
O  thou  Father  of  compassion!  most 
hearty  praise,  honour  and  thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  for  all  the  precious  benefits, 
which  thou  hast  bestowed  upon  me 
and  mine,  during  the  past  periods  of 
my  life,  and  especially  during  the  past 
day,  in  which  Thou  hast  crowned  me 
with  loving  kindness  and  tender  mer- 
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cies.  Blessed  be  thy  holy  name,  that 
thou  hast  preserved  me  from  so  many 
dangers,  into  which  I  might  have  fal- 
leu,  and  to  which  my  heart  was  so 
prone,  and  hast,  on  the  other  hand,  as 
I  trust,  promoted  some  good  through 
my  feeble  instrumentality.  O  Lord 

God!  may  the  goodness  which  thou 
art  exhibiting  unto  me  from  day  to 
day  lead  me  ’  unto  unfeigned  repent¬ 
ance;  and  grant  that  I  may  not  render 
Thee  thanks  only  in  words,  but  that 
I  may  also  offer  myself  as  to  soul, 
body  and  spirit  unto  Thee,  and  regu¬ 
late  my  whole  life  and  conduct  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  will,  that  I  may,  at  last 
see  thy  salvation,  and  praise  Thee  in 
heaven  forevermore.  And  inasmuch 
as  I  am  about  giving  myself  over  to 
repose,  I  would  earnestly  commend 
myself  unto  thy  care  and  protection, 
O  Thou  Guardian  of  Israel!  Who  nei¬ 
ther  sleeps  nor  slumbers,  and  beseech 
Thee  to  spread  out  over  me  and  all 
who  are  near  and  dear  unto  me,  the 
protecting  banner  of  thy  love,  and 
guard  us  as  the  apple  oi  thine  eye. 
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Be  thou  as  a  wall  of  fire  around  about 
us;  watch  over  me  with  thy  goodness, 
protect  me  by  thy  grace  from  all  the 
works  of  darkness,  and  preserve  me 
by  thine  almighty  power  from  all  dan¬ 
ger,;  and  grant  me  a  seasonable  and 
refreshing  repose,  that  I  may  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my 
station  with  cheerfulness,  during  the 
coming  day;  and  grant,  that  al¬ 
though  mine  eyes  may  be  closed  in 
sleep,  my  heart  may  continue  awake 
waiting  for  the  approach  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  Bridegroom  of  my  soul,  Jesus 
Christ. 

And  as  we  do  not  know  when  we 
lay  ourselves  down  to  sleep,  whether 
we  shall  be  permitted  to  rise  again 
from  our  beds;  or  in  the  morning, 
whether  we  shall  live  until  the  even¬ 
ing;  I  beseech  Thee  most  fervently,  to 
enable  me  to  close  mine  eyes,  in  the 
exercise  of  a  true  and  living  faith, 
and  in  the  assurance  of  thy  love,  in 
true  penitence  on  account  of  my  sins, 
in  a  firm  reliance  on  the  bitter  suffer¬ 
ings  and  death  of  my  Redeemer,  Jesus 
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Christ,  in  the  blessed  peace  of  a  good 
conscience,  in  sincere  love  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  all  men,  and  in  the  goodly 
hope  of  everlasting  life,  when  I  shall 
rise  again  at  the  last  day. 

Enable  me  also,  if  I  am  permitted 
to  rise  on  the  coming  morning,  in  my 
usual  health  and  strength,  to  spend 
the  day  in  such  a  manner  as  though  it 
were  my  last  day  on  earth,  so  that  I 
may  be  enabled  to  meet  death  at  last 
with  cheerfulness;  and  say  with  the 
apostle:  If  I  live,  I  live  unto  the  Lord, 
if  I  die,  I  die  unto  the  Lord;  therefore 
whether  I  live  or  die,  I  am  the  Lords; 
and  that  I  may  finally,  by  the  sleep  of 
death,  enter  into  that  eternal  life, 
which  Thou  hast  prepared  for  all 
who  love  Thee,  and  sincerely  believe 
on  thy  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ;  to 
whom  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  ascribed  all  praise,  honor  and  glo¬ 
ry,  both  now  and  forever.  Amen. 


PRAYER  VII. 

Instructions  about  going  to  bed. 

When  the  pious  Christian  lays  off  his  clothes  in  or- 
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def  to  go  to  bed,  lie  should  reflect  that  lie  has  beeti 
brought  another  day  nearer  death,  when  he  shall,  in 
like  manner,  have  to  lay  off  his  body,  and  his  soul 
shall  have  to  appear  before  the  judgment  bar  of  God, 
and  that  it  is  necessary,  therefore,  by  true  repentance 
and  holiness  to  purify  and  cleanse  it,  in  order  that  that 
holy  God,  who  is  of  such  pure  eyes  that  he  cannot 
look  down  upon  sin,  may  in  mercy  accept  and  save  it. 

The  bed  in  which  he  lays  himself  down,  should  re¬ 
mind  him  of  his  grave,  and  he  should  therefore,  when 
retiring,  send  forth  unto  his  God  and  Redeemer,  such 
holy  aspirations  as  the  following; 

O  most  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour! 
Thou  who  didst,  by  thy  precious  death 
and  burial,  take  away  the  sting  of 
death,  and  the  darkness  of  the  grave, 
grant  unto  me,  the  precious  fruit  of 
this  holy  triumph  of  thine,  and  be  my 
guide,  both  in  life  and  death.  In  thy 
name,  will  I  lay  me  down  in  peace, 
and  rest,  for  Thou,  O  Lord!  makest  me 
to  dwell  in  safety.  Enlighten,  O  Lord, 
the  eyes  of  mine  understanding,  that 
I  may  not  sleep  the  sleep  of  death. 
Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit, 
for  Thou  hast  redeemed  me,  O  Thou 
covenant-keeping  God!  Bless  and  pre¬ 
serve  me  ’therefore,  both  now  and  for¬ 
ever.  Amen. 
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Pious  reflections  and  aspirations 
when  awaking  in  the  night ,  and 
unable  to  sleep. 

“When  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  meditate 
on  Thee  in  the  night  watches.  Because  Thou  hast 
been  my  help,  therefore  will  I  rejoice.’’  Ps.  63,  v.  6,7. 
And  again  says  holy  David:  “When  1  awake,  I  am 
near  unto  Thee.” 

O  most  merciful  God!  by  whose  all¬ 
wise  providence,  king  Aliasueres, 
could  not  sleep  upon  his  bed  of  down, 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  thy  holy 
apostle  Peter,  was  enabled  to  enjoy 
a  comfortable  repose,  w  hilst  loaded 
with  chains  in  prison;  behold,  how 
my  sleep  is  interrupted.  Have  mercy 
therefore,  upon  my  feeble  nature, 
which  stands  in  need  of  more  refresh¬ 
ing  repose;  yea,  O  blessed  Jesus,  (who 
didst  watch  and  pray  whilst  thy  dis¬ 
ciples  slept,  and  who  hast  spent  many 
a  night  in  prayer  and  supplication  for 
my  sake,)  forgive  me  my  great  drow¬ 
siness  in  di  vine  things;  and  if  it  be  thy 
will,  that  I  shall  spend  this  night  in  a 
sleepless  manner,  O  preserve  me  from 
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all  sinful  and  idle  thoughts,  from  all 
temptations  of  the  enemy  of  souls,  and 
all  evil  designs,  and  grant  me  grace, 
that  while  I  am  awake,  I  may  imitate 
the  example  of  thy  dear  servants  Paul 
and  Silas,  and  praise  and  adore  Thee 
in  the  midnight  hour,  and  spend  the 
time  in  pious  meditations;  and  permit 
me,  amidst  the  thick  darkness  with 
which  I  am  surrounded,  to  hold  sweet 
converse  and  communion  with  Thee. 

When  I  contemplate  myself,  O  God! 
I  behold  nothing  but  sin  and  sinful  in¬ 
firmities,  which  render  me  an  object 
of  displeasure  to  myself.  But  when 
my  thoughts  are  directed  to  Thee,  I 
behold  nothing  but  perfection  and 
holiness. 

O  that  I  had  know  n  Thee  my  God, 
from  the  days  of  my  childhood,  that  I 
had  chosen  Thee,  as  the  most  exalt¬ 
ed  and  perfect  of  beings,  and  had 
honored  and  loved  Thee;  that  I  had 
sought  and  longed  for  Thee,  as  the 
fountain  of  all  good,  nay,  as  the  chief 
good,  the  enjoyment  of  which,  alone 
is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  desires  of 
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my  soul,  and  that  I  had  followed  and 
served  Thee,  as  my  Father,  Lord  and 
King;  then  should  I  have  enjoyed 
more  serenity  of  soul,  and  would  at 
present,  have  no  doubt  of  a  partici¬ 
pation  of  thy  grace,  and  my  everlast¬ 
ing  salvation. 

But  alas!  I  have  left  these  things 
too  much  out  of  remembrance,  and  on 
the  contrary,  have  sacrificed  the  most 
of  the  days  of  my  life,  to  my  sinful 
flesh,  and  to  an  ungodly  world;  or,  if 
I  have  preserved  some  of  my  days  for 
thy  service,  O  Lord,  the  number  of 
them  has  been  so  small,  compared 
with  those  spent  in  the  service  of 
other  objects,  that  they  are  not  worthy 
of  being  brought  into  account,  and 
hence,  O  Lord,  I  have  reason  to  be 
anxiously  solicitous  for  a  sense  of  thy 
forgiving  love  and  mercy.  Alas!  alas! 
what  must  my  God  think  of  me,  that 
I  have  been  so  indifferent  about  pleas¬ 
ing  him,  that  I  have  manifested  so  lit¬ 
tle  engagedness  in  his  service,  and 
that,  (notwithstanding  his  innumera¬ 
ble  favors,  by  which  he  has,  as  with 
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so  many  cords  of  love,  endeavored  to 
draw  me  unto  himself,)  I  have  neither 
rightly  loved  nor  adored  him. 

I  should  have  to  sink  down,  in  des¬ 
pair,  O  Lord!  if  thy  word  did  not  as¬ 
sure  me,  that  thy  grace  and  goodness 
are  infinitely  greater  than  all  my  sins, 
and  that  Thou  art  much  more  dispos¬ 
ed  to  shew  mercy  to  a  penitent  sinner, 
than  to  inflict  vengeance  upon  him. 
Hence,  I  behold  the  precious  ransom, 
which  thy  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ 
paid  down  for  me,  in  his  bitter  suffer¬ 
ings  and  death ;  the  precious  promises 
of  thy  gospel;  the  examples  of  thy 
tender  compassion  towards  so  many 
great,  but  penitent  sinners  :  Holy 
baptism,  which  I  received  in  my  in¬ 
fancy,  to  assure  me  of  my  salvation, 
and  of  that  kind  protection  and  the 
many  benefits,  which  I  have  enjoyed 
at  thine  hand,  during  my  whole  life. 
All  these  reflections  awaken  within 
me  the  cheerful  hope,  that  thou  wilt 
be  merciful  unto  me,  and  forgive  me 
all  my  sins. 

0  holy  and  righteous  God!  how  of- 
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ten  have  I  offended  Thee  with  my 
sins  and  transgressions,  and  yet  Thou 
continuest  thy  goodness  unto  me. 
Thou  didst  permit  me  to  pass  the  day, 
which  has  come  to  a  close,  in  peace 
and  safety,  and  hast  now  permitted 
me  to  enjoy  the  repose  of  the  night. 

O  Thou  Fount  of  every  blessing!  lan¬ 
guage  fails  to  express  all  the  gratitude 
I  owe  Thee,  for  the  many  exhibitions 
of  thy  mercy  and  grace  towards  me; 
while  I  am  ashamed  and  confounded 
w  hen  I  remember  that  I  have  too  often 
rewarded  Thee  with  dire  ingratitude 
for  all  thy  mercies. 

Ah!  how  many  of  my  fellow  crea¬ 
tures,  fare  worse  than  I  do,  who  are 
much  better  than  I  am. 

Alas!  how  many  pilgrims  and  trav¬ 
ellers,  fall  by  the  hand  of  violence,  or 
are  tossed  to  and  fro,  on  the  tempes¬ 
tuous  waves  of  the  ocean,  or  fall  into 
the  relentless  hands  of  robbers,  while 
I  am  permitted  to  enjoy  the  repose  of 
the  present  night. 

O  how  many  poor  captives  sigh  and 
lament  under  the  galling  fetters  of 
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slavery,  in  the  endurance  of  hunger 
and  thirst,  of  heat  and  cold,  and  of  a 
thousand  kinds  of  sufferings,  and  are 
permitted  finally,  to  sink  under  them, 
whilst  I  am  permitted  to  lay  me  down 
as  it  were,  under  mine  own  vine  and 
fig-tree,  in  peace  and  safety,  and  rest 
upon  my  bed.  How  many  thousand 
sick  and  afflicted  sons  and  daughters 
of  Adam,  are  at  present,  enduring 
hunger  and  distress,  and  are  compel¬ 
led  to  pass  their  days  in  abject  mise¬ 
ry,  whilst  I  receive  an  abundance  of 
all  things,  at  thy  paternal  hands!  A- 
las!  how  many  of  my  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  are  exposed  to  the  most  dire 
persecutions  on  account  of  the  gospel, 
and  for  the  sake  of  thy  holy  name, 
and  are  deprived  of  thin  e  ordinances, 
the  greatest,  nay  only  comfort  of  their 
souls;  and  are  compelled  to  live  in 
hourly  danger  of  suffering  martyr¬ 
dom,  in  the  most  fearful  form,  whilst 
Thou  makest  me  to  dwell  in  safety, 
and  to  enjoy  uninterruptedly,  the 
reading  and  hearing  of  the  word,  to 
the  comfort  and  consolation  of  my 
soul. 


PIOUS  reflections,  &c. 


81 


Therefore,  I  thank  Thee,  O  Lord! 
for  every  exhibition  of  thy  goodness, 
and  for  thy  kind  over-ruling  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  beseech  Thee,  that  thou 
wouldst  also  remember  in  tender  mer¬ 
cy,  those  who  are  now  in  circumstan¬ 
ces  of  affliction.  Hearken  unto  their 
sighs  and  lamentations;  console  them 
in  all  their  distress;  comfort  them  in 
their  trials;  protect  them  in  the  midst 
of  all  their  dangers;  deliver  them  out 
of  their  tribulations;  remove  their 
anxieties;  console  them  with  thy  sav¬ 
ing  help;  may  thy  good  Spirit  keep 
them,  that  they  may  acknowledge 
thy  faithfulness  and  compassion,  bow 
submissively  to  thy  fatherly  provi¬ 
dence,  and  after  outriding  the  storms 
and  billows  of  time,  may  they  with 
their  whole  soul,  laud  and  magnify 
thy  all-sustaining  grace,  whilst  bath¬ 
ing  their  weary  souls  in  the  seas  of 
heavenly  rest,  throughout  eternity. 
Finally,  grant  unto  me,  O  Lord,  and 
also  unto  all  who  receive  similar 
blessings  at  Thine  hand,  such  mea¬ 
sures  of  thy  grace  as  will  fill  our  souls 
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with  gratitude  towards  Thee,  and 
lead  us  to  dedicate  cur  souls,  bodies 
and  spirits,  unto  thy  service,  and  thus 
lead  us  to  magnify  and  praise  Thee 
while  on  earth,  and  when  it  shall 
please  Thee  totransplantus  to  heaven, 
permit  us  to  unite  with  all  the  re¬ 
deemed  from  the  earth,  in  ehaunting 
an  eternal  Hallelujah.  Amen. 

A  Night  Thought . 

HYMN  7.  C.  M. — Communion. 

JJOW  can  I  sleep  whilst  angels  sing, 

When  all  the  saints  on  high, 

Cry  “glory  to  my  God  and  King, 

The  Lamb  that  once  did  die:” 

When  guardian  angels  fill  the  room, 

And  hov’ring  round  my  bed, 

Do  clap  their  wings  in  love  to  him, 

Who  is  my  glorious  head. 

2  Such  joyful  spirits  never  sleep, 

Their  love  is  ever  new, 

Then  O  my  soul,  no  longer  cease 
To  love  and  praise  him  too, 

For  I,  of  all  the  race  that  fell, 

Or  all  the  heavenly  host, 

Have  greatest  cause,  with  humbler  soul, 

To  love  and  praise  him  most. 

4  Did  God  the  Father  love  men  so, 

As  to  give  up  His  Son, 
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To  be  a  ransom  and  redeem 
Them  from  the  sins  they’d  done? 
Did  Jesus  leave  the  Father’s  breast. 
That  lieav’n  of  heav’ns  on  high, 

To  come  to  earth,  this  world  of  woe, 
For  guilty  worms  to  die? 

4  And  has  the  Holy  Ghost  applied 

The  Blood  of  Christ  to  me, 

To  cleanse  my  guilty  soul  from  sin, 
And  set  my  spirit  free. 

With  me  0  heav’n  and  earth  admire, 
Who  am  of  all  the  race, 

The  chiefest  sinner,  and  deserve 
In  hell  the  hottest  place. 

5  No  longer  then  will  I  lie  here, 

But  rise  and  praise  and  pray! 

And  join  to  sing  whilst  I  enjoy 
A  glimpse  of  heavenly  day. 

Lord  give  me  strength  to  die  to  sin, 
To  run  the  Christian  race, 

To  live  to  God  and  glorify 
The  riches  of  his  grace. 

6  If  meditation  all  divine, 

At  midnight  fill  my  soul; 

Sleep  shall  no  longer  all  my  power 
And  faculties  control. 

My  lovely  Jesus,  while  on  earth 
Did  rise  before  ’twas  day, 

And  to  a  solitary  place 
Departed  there  to  pray. 

7  I’ll  do  as  did  my  blessed  Lord; 

His  footsteps  I  will  trace, 

I’ll  go  to  meet  him  in  the  grove 
And  view  his  smiling  face; 
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And  when  my  soul  hath  found  my  Love 
W  horn  all  my  powers  adore, 

I’ll  bring  him  to  my  Father’s  house, 

And  let  him  go  no  more. 


Morning  devotions  for  the  Lord's 

day* 

II  YM  N  S.  S.  M. — Shirland 

WELCOME  day  of  rest 

^  That  saw  the  Lord  arise; 

Welcome  to  this  reviving  breast, 

And  these  rejoicing  eyes. 

2  1  he  king  himself  comes  near 
And  feasts  his  saints  to-day: 

Here  we  may  sit,  and  see  him  here, 

And  love,  and  praise  and  pray. 

4  One  day  amidst  the  place 

Where  my  great  God  hath  been, 

Is  sweeter  than  ten  thousand  days 
Of  pleasurable  sin. 

4  My  willing  soul  would  stay, 

In  such  a  frame  as  this, 

And  sing,  and  bear  herself  away 
To  everlasting  bliss, 

PRAYER  IX. 

0  great  and  Messed  God,  the  Maker 
and  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth!  Thou 

*  f-n7  °f  ‘he  following  prayers  may  be  used  in  the  family,  or 
social  circle,  by  substituting  the  plural  instead  of  the  singular. 
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art  possessed  of  all  power,  wisdom, 
and  goodness;  all  riches,  majesty,  and 
dominion  are  thine;  and  Thou  art 
worthy  to  be  revered  and  honored, 
loved  and  obeyed,  by  all  on  earth, 
and  all  in  heaven.  I  adore  Thee  as 
the  Fountain  of  all  being,  of  all  hap¬ 
piness  and  perfection;  and  particular¬ 
ly  as  the  God  of  my  life,  the  Author 
of  all  my  past  and  present  mercies, 
iand  the  Foundation  of  all  my  future 
hopes. 

My  times,  O  Lord,  are  in  thy  hand. 
On  Thee  do  I  constantly  depend,  for 
the  continuance  of  that  life  which  I 
at  first  received  from  Thee,  and  which 
I  am  under  the  strongest  obligations, 
to  devote  entirely  to  thy  service.  But 
more  especially  am  I  bound  to  honor 
Thee,  with  that  portion  of  my  time 
which  Thou  hast  in  a  peculiar  manner 
consecrated  to  thyself.  I  thank  Thee, 
for  the  institution  of  the  Sabbath,  as 
a  day  of  rest,  set  apart  from  worldly 
cares  and  labors,  to  thy  more  imme¬ 
diate  worship  and  service;  and  would 
esteem  it  a  delight,  holy  unto  the 
Lord,  and  honorable. 
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Many  seasons  of  mercy,  and  means 
of  grace  have  I  foolishly  wasted,  or 
sinfully  abused.  Yet,  blessed  be  thy 
name,  Thou  hast  now  brought  me  to 
see  the  light  of  another  of  the  days  of 
the  Son  of  Man.  O  let  not  this  Sab¬ 
bath  be  added  to  the  number  of  my 
lost  Sabbaths;  but  help  me  to  spend  it 
in  thy  fear,  to  employ  it  in  holy  acts 
and  devout  exercises,  and  to  improve 
it  to  my  spiritual  edification,  and  to 
my  increase  in  divine  knowledge, 
grace,  and  comfort. 

This  is  the  day  in  which  the  great 
Redeemer  of  the  world,  after  having 
made  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  broke 
the  bands  of  death,  and  rose  triumph¬ 
ant  from  the  grave.  O  that  I,  being 
quickened  together  with  him,  and 
raised  from  the  death  of  sin,  to  a  life 
of  righteousness,  may  be  engaged  to 
seek  those  things  which  are  above, 
where  he  now  sits  at  thy  right  hand! 
Help  me  to  chase  away  carnal  and 
worldly  affections  from  my  heart,  and 
to  raise  my  thoughts  and  views  to 
spiritual  and  heavenly  objects.  And 
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may  all  my  sentiments,  words,  and 
actions,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  this  thy  day,  be  holy  and  unreprov- 
able  in  thy  sight. 

Give  me,  O  Lord,  such  worthy  ap¬ 
prehensions  of  thine  adorable  nature 
and  attributes,  such  admiring  views 
of  thy  creating  power  and  wisdom, 
of  thy  providential  care,  and  of  thy 
redeeming  love  and  grace,  as  shall 
excite  in  my  soul  all  suitable  affec¬ 
tions  towards  Thee;  the  deepest  ven¬ 
eration,  the  purest  love,  the  firmest 
hope,  and  sublimest  joy.  Form  my 
soul  to  a  resemblance  of  thyself;  and 
grant  that  by  the  influence  of  thy 
good  Spirit,  I  may  be  renewed  in  the 
spirit  of  my  mind,  and  enabled  to  put 
on  that  New  Man  who,  after  God,  is 
created  in  righteousness  and  true  ho¬ 
liness.  May  the  great  work  of  reli¬ 
gion,  in  all  its  branches,  be  consider¬ 
ed  by  me  as  the  most  honorable,  the 
most  important,  and  the  most  delight¬ 
ful  employment  in  which  I  can  be  en¬ 
gaged  .  And  in  this  business,  let  me 
never  be  slothful  or  negligent,  but  al- 
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ways  prepared  to  serve  Thee  with 
cheerfulness,  fidelity  and  zeal. 

I  would  this  morning,  with  all  pos¬ 
sible  seriousness  and  solemnity,  re¬ 
new  the  dedication  of  myself  to  Thee,  j 
my  God.  Thine  I  am,  by  the  strongest 
ties  of  duty,  interest  and  gratitude; 
and  thine  I  w  ould  forever  be.  Take 
Thou  the  full,  possession  of  my  heart, 
wdiich  Thou  hast  formed  for  thyself: 
and  help  me  to  make  an  unfeigned 
surrender  of  all  that  f  am,  and  all  that 
I  have,  to  Thee,  the  great  proprietor 
of  all.  With  purpose  of  heart  would 
I  cleave  unto  Thee.  O  keep  me  close 
to  thyself;  and  let  nothing  be  able  to 
separate  me  from  thy  love. 

Help  me,  O  Lord,  to  live  under  a 
constant  sense  of  thy  presence,  and 
to  maintain  an  habitual  communion  ! 
with  Thee,  my  Heavenly  Father,  and 
with  thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  May  I  ; 
find  it  good  for  me  to  draw  near  unto 
Thee,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  private  and  public  devotion;  ' 
and  be  in  the  happy  number  of  those 
whom  Thou  choosest,  and  causest  to 
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approach  unto  Thee  with  acceptance; 
whom  Thou  satisfiest  with  the  good¬ 
ness  of  thy  house,  and  cheerest  with 
the  hope  of  worshipping  and  serving 
Thee  more  perfectly  in  thy  heavenly 
temple. 

In  an  humble  imitation  of  thy  dif¬ 
fusive  goodness,  O  Thou  most  benev¬ 
olent  of  Beings,  I  would  desire  to 
cherish  in  my  heart,  a  sincere  good 
will  and  fervent  charity  to  all  my 
fellow  creatures,  who  are  thy  off¬ 
spring.  Nor  let  me  think  it  enough, 
merely  to  wish  them  well,  and  to  ab¬ 
stain  from  injuring  them,  but  make 
me  ever  ready  to  do  them  all  the 
good  in  my  pow  er.  And  especially, 
let  me  never  be  wanting  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  those  duties  which  belong 
to  my  particular  station  and  rela¬ 
tions. 

Give  me  also  wisdom  clearly  to  dis¬ 
cern,  and  effectually  to  pursue  my 
own  trust,  welfare  and  happiness. 
Teach  me  to  prefer  the  interest  of  my 
soul  to  that  of  my  body;  to  keep  all 
my  appetites  and  passions  under  a 
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due  regulation;  to  cultivate  the  graces 
of  humility  and  meakness,  modera¬ 
tion  and  contentment,  to  possess  my 
soul  in  patience,  amidst  all  the  trials 
and  troubles  of  this  present  state; 
and  to  be,  above  all  things,  solicitous 
to  ensure  my  future  and  eternal  bliss. 

For  these  most  important  purposes, 
bless,  O  merciful  God,  all  the  means 
of  grace  that  I  enjoy;  and  particularly 
the  opportunities  I  may  have  this  day 
of  assembling  with  my  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians,  to  attend  the  ordinances  of  pub¬ 
lic  worship  and  religious  instruction. 
Assist  thy  ministering  servants  in 
their  addresses  to  Thee,  and  in  their 
endeavors  to  improve  and  edify  their 
hearers;  and  let  their  services  in  thy 
sanctuary  be  attended  with  much  suc¬ 
cess. 

And  now  unto  Him  whow  as  dead, 
but  is  alive,  and  lives  forevermore, 
who  has  redeemed  us  to  God,  by  his 
blood,  and  is  exalted  to  be  our  Prince 
and  Saviour — to  him  be  glory  and  do¬ 
minion  forever  and  ever— Amen. 
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Evening  devotions  for  the  Lord’s 

day. 

HYMN  9.  C.  M.— Winter. 

T^REQUENT  the  day  of  God  returns, 

*-  To  shed  his  quick’ning  beams; 

And  yet  how  slow  devotion  burns; 

How  languid  are  its  flames! 

2  Accept  our  faint  attempts  to  love, 

Our  frailties,  Lord,  forgive; 

We  would  be  like  thy  saints  above, 

And  praise  Thee  while  we  live. 

3  Increase,  0  Lord,  our  faith  and  hope, 

And  fit  us  to  ascend, 

Where  the  assembly  ne’er  breaks  up, 

And  Sabbaths  never  end: 

4  [Where  we  shall  breathe  in  heav’nly  air, 

With  heav’nly  lustre  shine; 

Before  the  throne  of  God  appear, 

And  feast  on  love  divine. 

5  There  shall  we  sing,  and  never  tire, 

But  sound  immortal  lays; 

And  with  the  bright  seraphic  choir 
Shout  our  Immanuel’s  praise.] 

PRAYER  X.  \ 

O  most  blessed  and  glorious  God! 
thy  name  is  excellent  in  all  the  earthy 
and  thou  hast  set  thy  glory  above  the 
heavens.  Thou  art  great,  and  great¬ 
ly  to  be  praised,  thou  art  good,  and 
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greatly  to  be  loved;  and  worthy  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  united  adoration  and  ho- 1 
mage  of  all  thy  reasonable  creatures. 
Thou  needest  not,  indeed,  our  servic¬ 
es,  nor  canst  receive  the  least  advan¬ 
tage  from  our  praises;  but  never  can 
we  be  more  honorably  and  advantage¬ 
ously  employed  than  in  celebrating 
thy  perfections,  admiring  thy  works, 
gratefully  recollecting  the  past  in¬ 
stances  of  thy  goodness,  and  implor¬ 
ing  the  continuance  of  thy  kind  and 
favourable  regards. 

Blessed  be  thy  name  for  the  renew¬ 
ed  opportunities  I  have  this  day  had 
of  waiting  upon  Thee  in  thy  house,  of 
joining  in  the  public  services  of  thy 
sanctuary,  of  hearing  thy  word  ex¬ 
plained  and  enforced,  and  of  being 
from  thence  instructed  and  encourag¬ 
ed  in  those  ways  of  righteousness 
which  lead  to  life  eternal.  Help  me, 

'  good  Lord,  to  make  a  proper  improve- 
ment  of  those  religious  advantages 
and  means  of  grace  which  thou 
affordest  me;  let  me  not  abuse  them 
by  resting  in  them,  but  be  solicitous 
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that  the  ends  for  which  they  are  de¬ 
signed  may  he  answered  in  me.  En¬ 
able  me  to  live  in  a  manner  suitable 
to  the  profession  I  make,  to  the  priv¬ 
ileges  I  enjoy,  to  the  obligations  and 
engagements  I  am  under  to  Thee.  O 
that  thy  laws  may  be  more  deeply  en¬ 
graven  on  my  heart !  O  that  the 
truths  I  have  this  day  heard,  may  be 
so  faithfully  kept  in  mind,  as  to  be  of 
lasting  use;  for  the  better  information 
of  my  judgment,  and  regulation  of  my 

temper  and  conduct. 

Pardon  those  imperfections  most 
merciful  Father,  which  have  attended 
my  religious  duties  this  day , .  in  thy 
house  or  in  my  own.  Forgive  the 
deadness  and  dullness  of  my  affec¬ 
tions,  the  wandering  of  my  thoughts, 
and  the  distractions  of  my  mind.  I 
am  grieved  and  ashamed  to  think 
how  little  my  heart  has  been  engaged 
in  the  work  of  prayer  and  praise. 
With  what  indifference  have  I  heard 
the  messages  of  thy  grace,  and  attend¬ 
ed  to  the  notices  of  thy  will;  and  how 
unaffected  have  I  been  with  a  sense 
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of  the  evil  of  sin,  the  worth  of  my 
soul,  the  weight  of  eternity,  and  the 
greatness  of  that  future  glory  and  fe¬ 
licity  which  will  he  the  certain  por¬ 
tion  of  all  that  truly  love  and  serve 
Thee! 

Oh  that  I  may  have  the  wisdom  to 
spend  my  Sabbaths  better,  and  learn 
to  be  at  all  times  more  serious  and  con¬ 
siderate,  more  spiritual  and  heaven- 
ly-minded,  than  I  have  been  hitherto! 
Let  my  thoughts  be  more  frequently 
and  delightfully  employed  in  meditat¬ 
es  on  the  glorious  perfections  of  thy 
nature,  as  displayed  in  thy  works, 
and  in  thy  word.  Purify  my  affec¬ 
tions,  that  I  may  love  Thee  above  all, 
and  delight  in  Thee  and  in  thy  laws; 
and  may  I  renounce  and  detest  what¬ 
ever  is  evil  in  itself  and  displeasing 
to  Thee.  And  grant  that  I  may  eve- 
ry  day  feel  more  and  more  of  that 
peace  and  satisfaction  which  is  the 
genuine  effect  of  a  growing  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  Thee;  and  a  close  adher¬ 
ence  to  Thee,  in  all  the  ways  of  holy 
obedience. 
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Whilst  I  am  here  in  this  world, 
help  me  by  faith  to  live  above  it.  Suf¬ 
fer  me  not  to  mind  and  pursue  earth¬ 
ly  things,  as  if  I  had  chosen  the  earth 
for  my  portion,  and  had  no  better  in¬ 
heritance  in  view;  but,  knowing  that 
I  have  here  no  continuing  city,  may 
I  seek  one  to  come;  even  that  city 
which  has  foundations,  whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God.  Considering  my¬ 
self  as  only  a  stranger  and  pilgrim  on 
earth,  let  me  live  like  a  citizen  of 
heaven,  and  have  my  conversation 
there.  Enable  me,  O  Lord,  by  thy 
mighty  power,  to  overcome  all  the 
difficulties  and  oppositions,  trials  and 
temptations,  which  I  may  meet  with 
in  my  journey  heaven-wards.  And 
by  making  daily  advances  and  im¬ 
provements  in  holiness  and  goodness, 
may  I  be  gradually  growing  more 
j  and  more  fit  for  a  share  in  that  glori- 
I  ous  inheritance  which  is  among  thy 
{  saints  in  light. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  God  of 
grace,  that  Thou  didst  take  compas- 
I  sion  on  a  world  that  lay  in  wicked- 
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ness,  and  was  exposed  to  misery  and 
ruin;  and  didst  contrive  the  grand 
scheme  of  our  redemption  and  salva¬ 
tion;  that  when  the  fullness  of  time 
was  come,  thou  didst  send  forth  thine 
own  Son  into  the  world,  to  execute 
the  purposes  of  thy  goodness;  to  teach 
us  the  most  important  and  salutary 
doctrines;  to  instruct  us  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  thy  nature  and  will;  of  the 
duties  thou  requires!  of  us,  and  of 
the  blessings  thou  hast  intended  for 
us;  to  set  before  us  the  most  amiable 
and  animating  example  of  universal 
goodness,  in  his  own  character  and 
conduct;  and  at  length  to  suffer  and 
die,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he 
might  bring  us  to  God.  Blessed  be 
thy  name,  that  thou  hast,  with  thy 
right  hand,  exalted  this  our  suffering 
and  dying  Redeemer,  to  be  our  Prince 
and  Saviour;  and  that  having  been 
made  perfect  through  sufferings,  he 
is  become  the  Author  of  eternal  sal¬ 
vation  to  all  them  that  obey  him. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  that  the  ti¬ 
dings  of  this  salvation  have  reached 
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iny  ears;  and  that  the  kind  offers  of 
grace,  peace  and  eternal  life,  are 
held  forth  to  me  in  the  gospel  of  thy 
Son;  that  thou  art  waiting  to  be  gra¬ 
cious  unto  me,  and  earnestly  inviting 
and  importuning  me  to  be  reconciled 
unto  Thee.  O  that  I  may  cheerfully 
comply  with  thy  merciful  invitations; 
and  that  I  may  thankfully  accept 
thine  offered  blessings  on  thine  own 
terms,  and  be  taught  most  highly  to 
value,  and  wisely  to  improve  all  those 
inestimable  privileges  and  advanta¬ 
ges  of  a  spiritual  nature  with  which 
thou  hast  favored  me. 

For  the  many  temporal  mercies 
Thou  art  bestowing  upon  me  from  day 
to  day;  and  particularly  for  the  pres¬ 
ervation  and  supplies  of  the  day  past, 
I  would  likewise  offer  unto  Thee  my 
unfeigned  tribute  of  gratitude  and 
praise.  O  let  a  sense  of  thine  unmer¬ 
ited  goodness  abide  continually  on  my 
heart;  and  help  me  not  only  to  speak, 
but  to  live  to  thy  praise. 

And  now  be  pleased  to  take  me,  O 
Lord,  into  thy  care  and  protection 
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this  night.  Defend  me  from  all  evils 
and  dangers,  and  refresh  me  with 
sweet  and  comfortable  repose.  Let 
me  lie  down  with  holy  thoughts  of 
Thee;  and  when  I  awake,  let  me  be 
still  with  Thee.  .  j 

I  would  recommend  to  thy  kind  and 
gracious  regards,  all  my  relatives  and 
friends.  Do  them  good  and  bless 
them  with  all  such  spiritual  and  tern-  ! 
poral  blessings  as  thou  k  no  west  to  be 
most  proper  and  needful  for  them.-  ■ 
Visit  in  mercy,  such  as  are  under  af- J 
diction.  Give  them  patience  and  sub¬ 
mission  to  thy  will;  relieve  their  dis¬ 
tresses,  and  afford  them  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  supports,  and  those  divine  con¬ 
solations,  which  are  neither  few  nor  j 
small.  ; 

Extend,  O  thou  God  and  Father  of  j 
all,  thy  loving  kindness  and  compas¬ 
sion  to  the  whole  human  race.  Send 
the  light  of  thy  glorious  gospel  thro’' 
every  part  of  the  habitable  world; 
and  wheresoever  it  shines,  may  it  be 
the  means  of  spreading  not  only 
knowledge  and  truth,  but  righteous- 
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ness  and  peace  amongst  them.  Con¬ 
tinue  thy  merciful  regard  to  this  land 
of  my  nativity.  Inspire  our  rulers 
with  wisdom  and  integrity;  guide  all 
our  public  counsels  and  affairs  for  the 
best;  watch  over  our  liberties;  par¬ 
don  our  national  sins  and  work  a 
thorough  reformation  amongst  us.  Be 
gracious  to  all  who  minister  in  holy 
things;  and  succeed  their  endeavors 
for  promoting  the  cause  of  true  reli¬ 
gion,  by  their  useful  instructions  and 
exemplary  lives. 

Hear  me,  good  Lord,  in  these  my 
imperfect  petitions,  and  mercifully 
accept  of  this  my  evening  sacrifice  of 
prayer  and  praise.  Keep  me  in  thy 
fear  and  in  thy  favor,  through  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  my  short  and  uncertain 
life;  support  and  comfort  me  in  my  dy¬ 
ing  moments;  and  after  death  be  Thou 
my  portion  and  exceeding  great  re¬ 
ward,  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son 
of  thy  love;  in  whom  I  desire  to  be 
found  living  and  dying,  and  by  whom 
I  would  ascribe  to  Thee,  O  heavenly 
Father,  all  honor,  glory  and  domin¬ 
ion,  now  and  ever — Amen. 
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Devotions  for  the  Lord’s  day  mo r- 

ning. 

HYMN  10.  C.  M. — St.  Martin’s. 

£}OME, 

dearest  Lord  and  feed  thy  sheep, 

On  this  sweet  day  of  rest; 

O  bless  this  flock  and  make  this  fold 
Enjoy  an  heav’nly  rest. 

2  Welcome  and  precious  to  my  soul. 

Are  these  sweet  days  of  love; 

But  what  a  Sabbath  shall  I  keep, 

When  I  shall  rest  above. 

3  I  come,  I  wait,  I  hear,  I  pray, 

Thy  footsteps,  Lord  I  trace, 

Here,  in  thine  own  appointed  way, 

I  wait  to  seek  thy  face. 

4  These  are  the  sweet  and  precious  days 

On  which  my  Lord  Fve  seen; 

And  oft  when  feasting  on  thy  word, 

In  raptures  I  have  been. 

5  O  if  my  soul  when  death  appears, 

In  this  sweet  frame  be  found, 

I’ll  clasp  my  Saviour  in  my  arms, 

And  leave  this  earthly  ground. 

6  long  for  that  delightful  hour, 

When  from  this  clay  undress’d, 

I  shall  be  cloth’d  in  robes  divine, 

And  be  forever  blest. 


PRAYER  XI. 

O  Eternal  and  Almighty  God,  hea¬ 
ven  is  thy  throne,  and  this  earth  is 
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but  thy  footstool!  I  adore  thine  infi¬ 
nite  condescension  for  making  that  to 
be  my  duty  which  I  ought  ever  to  es¬ 
teem  my  greatest  privilege— the  per¬ 
mission  and  opportunity  of  praising 
Thee,  and  celebrating  thy  perfections. 
The  return  of  this  sacred  morning 
excites  in  my  mind  a  fresh  and  grate¬ 
ful  remembrance  of  thy  kind  regard 
to  my  soul,  as  well  as  to  my  body. 
With  the  sincerest  gratitude  I  thank 
Thee,  O  Thou  beneficent  Parent  of 
all,  for  every  instance  of  thy  good¬ 
ness  towards  me.  All  I  have,  I  de¬ 
rived  at  first  from  thy  bounty.  All  1 
enjoy,  flows  from  the  same  divine  mu¬ 
nificence.  It  is  owing  to  thy  care 
that  I  have  been  kept  in  safety  through 
the  darkness  and  silence  of  the  past 
night.  And  it  is  an  instance  of  thy 
fatherly  compassion  that  not  only  se¬ 
curity,  but  comfortable  rest  and  re¬ 
freshing  sleep  have  been  my  portion. 
How  great  is  thy  kindness  to  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men!  How  amazing  thy  good¬ 
ness!  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and 
let  all  that  is  within  me  bless  liis  holy 
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name.  May  I  never  forget  thy  mer¬ 
cies,  which  are  renewed  every  morn¬ 
ing.  I  thus  thank  and  adore  Thee, 
as  the  former  and  preserver  of  my 
mortal  body.  But  I  would,  in  the 
most  exalted  strains  of  devotion, 
praise  Thee,  as  the  Father  of  spirits, 
and  the  author  of  all  my  intellectual 
powers  and  faculties.  Accept  my 
most  profound  and  thankful  acknowl¬ 
edgments  for  the  light  of  reason,  and 
the  injunctions  of  conscience,  where¬ 
by  I  am  in  some  measure  informed  of 
thy  glorious  perfections,  and  of  the 
services  which  Thou  hast  enjoined, 
tp  make  me  happy  both  here  and 
hereafter.  But  especially,  and  above 
all,  I  desire  to  praise  Thee  with  the 
warmest  gratitude,  for  the  unspeaka¬ 
ble  gift  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  for  the  clear  manner  in  which 
my  duty  is  made  known  in  his  gospel, 
and  for  the  many  divine  and  powerful 
motives  by  which  the  practice  of  it  is 
enforced.  At  the  same  time  I  praise 
and  bless  Thee,  for  the  institution  of 
religious  ordinances,  and  for  the  set-' 
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ting  apart  one  day  in  seven,  that  I  may 
withdraw  my  thoughts  from  the  busi¬ 
ness,  the  cares  and  the  amusements  of 
life.  May  this  sacred  time  be  always 
employed  by  me  to  the  best  of  purpo¬ 
ses.  May  I  devoutly  converse  with 
Thee,  my  Almighty  Creator  and  Su¬ 
preme  Governor,  in  the  offices  of 
prayer  and  devotion.  Teach  me  to 
know  thy  will,  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  rules  and  measures  of  my 
duty,  and  thus  make  me  wise  unto 
eternal  salvation.  Instruct  me  how 
to  meditate  on  thy  perfections  with 
unfeigned  devotion,  and  sincere  fer¬ 
vor  of  affection.  By  this  means  may 
I  contract  a  veneration  and  love  for 
thy  matchless  attributes,  until  the 
strongest  and  purest  desires  are  exci¬ 
ted  in  my  soul,  and  I  am  urged  on  to 
acquire  as  near  a  resemblance  to 
Thee  in  thy  most  glorious  perfections, 
as  a  frail  creature  can  attain. 

O  Lord,  I  lament  with  the  deepest 
contrition  of  soul,  the  little  progress 
I  have  made  in  acquiring  this  divine 
temper.  How  negligent  have  I  been 
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in  thy  service!  How  cold  and  languid 
my  devotions!  How  often  in  my  im¬ 
mediate  addresses  to  Thee,  the  heart 
searching  God,  have  my  thoughts 
wandered,  and  my  devotions  been 
carelessly  performed!  My  affections 
have  been  withdrawn  from  Thee,  the 
centre  of  every  thing  amiable,  glori¬ 
ous  and  supremely  excellent,  and  have 
been  fixed  on  the  mean,  ignoble  ob¬ 
jects  of  time  and  sense.  I  confess  this 
with  shame  and  the  sincerest  sorrow 
of  heart,  and  would  humble  myself 
before  Thee  for  such  languor  and 
carelessness.  At  the  same  time  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  1  have  been  guilty  of  many 
iniquities.  I  have  sinned  against  clear 
light,  and  the  best  instructions  and  re¬ 
solutions.  I  have  offended  in  thought, 
in  word  and  in  deed.  I  have  trans¬ 
gressed  thy  laws,  which  are  the  laws 
of  reason,  and  the  only  sure  means  of 
conducting  me  to  happiness.  Gracious 
and  compassionate  God,  blushing  and 
confusion  of  face  must  cover  me;  re¬ 
morse  and  contrition  must  fill  my 
breast,  on  account  of  my  rebellion* 
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my  ingratitude  and  my  aggravated 
and  henious  transgressions.  All  I.can 
plead  before  Thee  is  mercy.  In  that, 
all  my  hopes  and  expectations  centre. 
Adored  be  thy  forgiving  love  in  Jesus 
Christ  thy  Son,  who  is  the  Way,  the 
Truth  and  the  Life,  and  through  whom 
sinful,  penitent  mortals  may  approach 
Thee  and  find  acceptance.  I  come 
in  his  name,  in  thine  own  appointed 
way,  resolving  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  gospel  covenants.  Give 
me  light  sufficient  to  instruct  me,  and 
strength  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  put 
my  good  resolutions  into  practice.  O 
|  Thou  Father  of  all  mercy,  Thou  God 
of  all  grace,  forgive  all  my  sins,  and 
grant  me  all  that  assistance  which 
shall  be  requisite  for  mein  every  situ¬ 
ation. 

May  I  be  watchful  over  myself,  and 
guard  against  a  careless  or  a  sensual 
temper.  May  I  be  mortified  to  the 
world  and  its  enjoyments,  and  possess 
true  Christian  moderation.  May  the 
devotions  I  shall  engage  in,  and  the 
instructions  I  shall  receive  this  day, 
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prove  effectual  to  this  good  purpose. 
May  my  mind  be  enlightened  by  hear¬ 
ing  divine  truths;  and  my  soul  eleva¬ 
ted  by  prayer  and  praise.  May  the 
devotions  of  the  gospel  be  so  strongly 
impressed  upon  my  heart,  as  to  ena¬ 
ble  me  effectually  to  oppose  every 
temptation,  and  to  triumph  overall 
my  spiritual  enemies.  May  I  wean 
myself  more  and  more  from  time  and 
sense;  and  shew  that  I  am  a  child  of 
God  and  born  from  above,  by  having 
my  conversation  in  heaven,  even 
while  I  live  in  the  present  world. 
Suffer  no  trial  to  await  me  in  which 
my  good  dispositions  shall  be  over¬ 
come  or  weakened;  but  when  virtue 
shall  be  at  any  time  ready  to  give  way 
before  more  powerful  temptations,  do 
Thou  who  hast  access  to  the  human 
heart,  pour  such  light  and  strength 
into  my  soul,  as  shall  excite  proper 
considerations  within  me,  and  shall 
restore  me  to  my  true  self;  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  and  direction  of  conscience, 
and  religion.  May  the  governing 
principles  of  my  life  be  faith  in  Christ, 
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and  unfeigned,  unreserved  obedience 
and  submission  to  Thee  my  Heaven¬ 
ly  Father.  Enable  me  continually  to 
be  making  a  progress  in  holiness  and 
to  aim  at  its  highest  attainments. 

With  respect  to  my  worldly  situa¬ 
tion,  I  know  not  what  is  best.  All  I 
ask  is  to  be  placed  in  such  a  state  as 
shall  most  effectually  tend  to  improve 
me  in  divine  knowledge  and  Chris¬ 
tian  virtue.  To  this  end  may  lever 
regard  the  present  life  in  its  true 
light,  as  designed  to  train  me  up  for 
another  and  a  better  world;  towards 
which  the  nearer  I  advance,  the  more 
prepared  may  I  become.  How  ever 
things  are  ordered  as  to  my  worldly 
condition,  make  me  wholly  resigned 
to  thy  disposing  will,  and  fully  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  wisdom,  propriety  and 
kindness  of  ail  thy  dealings.  Lift  up 
the  light  of  thy  reconciled  counten¬ 
ance  upon  me,  in  my  passage  thro’  this 
transitory  state.  Fill  me  with  all 
that  joy  of  heart  which  ariseth  from 
the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience, 
and  the  enlivening  expectation  of  the 
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heavenly  happiness.  Fit  me  for  eve¬ 
ry  situation  in  life,  and,  above  all, 
prepare  me  for  death.  When  that 
last  scene  shall  approach,  enable  me 
to  place  a  firm  trust  in  thy  mercy  as 
displayed  in  the  gospel.  May  my  dis¬ 
mission  hence,  be  full  of  Christian 
hope  and  joyful  confidence,  and  after 
death,  be  Thou  the  eternal  consola¬ 
tion  of  my  soul, 

O  Thou  universal  Parent  of  na¬ 
ture,  favor  the  whole  world  with  the 
same  spiritual  privileges  which  I  en¬ 
joy,  May  the  kingdom  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  soon  come.  May  his  name  be 
glorified,  and  his  religion  be  spread 
throughout  the  earth.  Bless  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner  the  nation  to  which  I 
belong.  May  each  one  contribute 
his  part  to  help  forward  a  general 
reformation. 

May  all  my  friends  and  relations 
be  blessed  by  Thee,  and  be  the  friends 
of  God  and  the  promoters  of  virtue 
and  true  religion.  O  God  reward  all 
my  benefactors  and  forgive  all  my  en¬ 
emies.  Condescend  to  be  favorably 
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present  in  all  worshipping  assemblies 
this  day.  Make  good  thine  ancient 
promise;  that  wheresoever  two  or 
three  are  met  together  in  thy  name, 
there  Thou  wilt  be  with  them,  and 
bless  them.  May  a  divine  energy  and 
blessing  accompany  me,  and  all  with 
whom  I  shall  this  day  join  in  ordinan¬ 
ces  of  a  religions  nature.  May  these 
imperfect  services  here  below,  fit  me 
in  the  best  manner  for  bearing  a  part 
in  the  exalted  praises  of  angels  a- 
bove,  and  for  eternally  residing  in 
thy  blissful  presence,  who  art  the  ev¬ 
erlasting  light  of  all  thy  saints. 
These  devout  thanksgivings  and  hum- 
ble  petitions  I  sincerely  offer  unto 
Thee,  the  Source  of  all  perfection  and 
the  Fountain  of  all  good,  in  the  name 
and  as  the  disciple  of  thy  Son,  Jesus 
Christ;  to  whom  be  glory  in  the 
churches,  world  without  end.— Amen. 
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Evening  devotions  for  the  Lord’s 

day. 

HYMN  11.  L.  M. — Brewer. 


^JREAT  God,  to  Thee  my  ev’ning  song 
With  humble  gratitude,  I  raise; 

O  let  thy  mercy  tune  my  tongue, 

And  fill  my  heart  with  lively  praise, 

2  Mercy,  that  rich  unbounded  store, 

Does  my  unnumber’d  wants  relieve; 
Among  the  daily  craving  poor, 

On  thy  all-bounteous  hand  I  live. 

3  My  days  unclouded  as  they  pass. 

And  ev’ry  gentle  rolling  hour, 

Are  monuments  of  wond’rous  grace, 

And  witness  to  thy  love  and  pow’r. 

4  [Thy  love  and  pow’r,  celestial  guard, 
Preserve  me  from  surrounding  harms: — * 
Can  danger  reach  me,  while  the  Lord 
Extends  his  kind  protecting  arms?] 

5  Seal  my  forgiveness  in  the  blood 
Of  Jesus; — his  dear  name  alone 

I  plead  for  pardon,  gracious  God, 

And  kind  acceptance  at  thy  throne. 

6  Let  this  blest  hope  mine  eyelids  close; 
With  sleep  refresh  my  feeble  frame; 

Safe  in  thy  care  may  I  repose, 

And  wake  with  praises  to  thy  name. 


PRAYER  XII. 

Most  merciful  and  ever  blessed  God, 
Thou  art  the  Sovereign  Lord  of 
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heaven  and  earth.  From  Thee  I  re¬ 
ceive  all  my  present  enjoyments;  and 
in  Thee  every  hope  of  happiness  in 
another  and  better  world  doth  entire¬ 
ly  centre. 

I  adore  Thee  as  the  first  cause,  and 
the  last  end  of  all  things;  as  that  al¬ 
mighty,  ever  living  and  Supreme  God, 
before  whom  angels  and  arch-angels 
bow  down  and  prostrate  themselves 
with  the  profoundest  veneration. 
Thousands  of  glorified  spirits  sur¬ 
round  thy  throne,  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand  minister  in  thy  presence, 
land  think  it  their  greatest  felicity  to 
jcontemplate  thy  attributes,  and  to  en¬ 
joy  the  smiles  of  thy  favor. 

Blessed,  thrice  happy  are  these  thy 
jservants,  who  thus  dwell  in  thy  heav¬ 
enly  temple,  who  see  thy  face  with¬ 
out  a  veil,  and  keep  an  everlasting 
sabbath  in  celebrating  thy  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  praising  Thee  in  the  most 
exalted  strains  of  gratitude  and  love. 

Blessed  also,  in  a  lower  degree,  are 
thy  servants,  who  approach  Thee  in 
thine  earthly  courts,  to  see  the  milder 
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displays  of  thy  glory,  and  taste  thy 
mercy  and  grace. 

Thanks  to  thy  great  and  glorious 
name,  for  the  frequent  opportunities 
which  I  have  had  of  enjoying  this  sa¬ 
cred  privilege.  Particularly  I  bless 
Thee  for  that  opportunity  which  hath 
been  afforded  me  this  day.  May  I 
have  reason  to  say  that  it  hath  been 
good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  unto  God  in 
his  house  of  prayer.  May  I  feel  the 
happy  effects  of  it  in  those  pious  and 
devout  sentiments  which  it  shall  lead 
me  to  cherish,  in  those  holy  resolu¬ 
tions  which  it  shall  engage  me  to  form 
and  in  those  virtues  and  upright  ac¬ 
tions  which  it  shall  enable  me  con¬ 
tinually  to  practice. 

I  thank  Thee  for  the  ordinances  of 
religion,  which  Thou  hast  been  pleas¬ 
ed  to  institute ;  for  the  directions 
which  thy  holy  word  contains;  and 
for  the  instructions  which  it  affords; 
which  are  in  the  best  manner  calcu¬ 
lated  to  make  me  wise  unto  eternal 
salvation. 

When  I  reflect  on  all  these  advan- 
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tages,  and  consider  my  own  base  in¬ 
gratitude,  and  the  little  improvement 
I  have  made  of  all  these  favors,  my 
soul  is  filled  w  ith  grief  and  sorrow. 
I  stand  in  continual  need  of  mercy  to 
overlook  my  numerous  failings,  and  to 
pardon  my  repeated  offences.  I  have 
sometimes  sinned  through  ignorance: 
I  have  more  frequently  transgressed 
through  carelessness  and  inattention. 
If  at  any  time  I  have  offended  through 
presumption,  most  gracious  God,  I 
i  entreat  Thee,  for  thy  mercy’s  sake  in 
Jesus  Christ,  to  overlook  and  pardon 
these,  and  all  my  other  iniquities. 

Lead  me  to  have  a  just  sense  fixed 
in  my  mind  of  the  odious  nature  and 
destructive  tendency  of  all  sin.  Con¬ 
vince  me,  in  the  most  powerful  and  ef¬ 
fectual  manner,  that  nothing  can  tend 
to  secure  my  true  happiness  either 
;  here  or  hereafter,  but  the  sincere 
practice  of  holiness  and  virtue. 

As  Thou  hast  instituted  the  ordin¬ 
ances  of  religion  to  be  the  means  of 
impressing  this  truth  on  my  soul, 
grant,  O  Heavenly  Father,  that  I  may 
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make  them  subservient  to  this  good 
purpose. 

If  a  just  sense  of  the  odious  nature 
of  sin,  hath  been  excited  in  my  mind 
by  any  of  the  exercises  of  devotion  in 
which  I  have  this  day  engaged,  ena¬ 
ble  me  to  cherish  anti  strengthen  this 
principle  more  and  more.  May  I  hate 
sin  with  a  more  perfect  hatred*  than 
I  have  hitherto  done,  and  love  and 
pursue  holiness  and  religion  with 
greater  fervency  and  affection  of  souL 

I  acknowledge,  O  Thou  most  com¬ 
passionate  of  all  beings,  that  I  have 
not  made  so  good  a  use  of  my  facul¬ 
ties  for  obeying  and  serving  Thee,  as 
I  might  and  ought  to  have  made.  My 
attention  hath  been  too  often  fixed  on 
the  trifling  vanities  and  amusements 
of  this  world,  to  the  neglect  of  those 
awful  and  important  concerns  which 
relate  to  my  heavenly  and  eternal 
state.  I  confess,  that  often  when  I 
have  been  present  in  thine  house,  and 
joining,  as  to  the  outward  part,  in 
worshipping  Thee,  the  Supreme  Ru¬ 
ler  of  the  universe,  my  heart  and  my 
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affections  have  been  wandering  after 
earthly  pursuits,  and  I  have  paid  that 
regard  to  the  creature,  which  is  alone 
due  to  Thee,  the  Almighty  Creator 
and  Sovereign  Lord  of  all. 

Adored  be  thy  goodness  and  mercy, 
that  Thou  art  ever  disposed  to  pardon 
penitent  returning  sinners;  and  for 
this  end  hast  appointed  an  advocate  in 
heaven,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous, 
who  is  become  a  propitiation  for  all 
the  errors  and  imperfections  which 
are  repented  of  and  forsaken. 

For  thy  mercy’s  sake  in  him,  I  most 
humbly  intreat  Thee  to  pardon  all  the 
sins  I  have  been  guilty  of  in  my  past 
life,  to  forgive  all  the  negligence  and 
inattention  I  have  shown  in  thy  wor¬ 
ship,  and  to  accept  those  of  my  servi¬ 
ces,  however  imperfect,  which  have 
been  attended  with  sincerity  and  up¬ 
rightness  of  heart. 

May  I  ever  value  it  as  my  greatest 
privilege  that  I  can  so  often  join  in 
solemn  addresses  to  Thee,  and  grate¬ 
fully  acknowledge  thy  goodness  and 
mercy,  in  concert  with  those  who  are 
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blessed  and  supplied  by  the  same 
bounty  and  munificence.  May  such 
impressions  be  by  this  means  made  on 
my  mind  as  shall  engage  me  to  cher¬ 
ish  the  most  grateful,  pure  and  benev¬ 
olent  affections.  By  often  meditating 
on  thy  divine  glories,  may  I  be  in¬ 
duced  to  love  Thee  with  my  whole 
heart,  to  serve  Thee  with  the  great¬ 
est  sincerity  of  soul,  and  to  acquire 
some  resemblance  to  Thee,  the  infi¬ 
nite  source  of  all  perfection  and  hap¬ 
piness,  May  I  never  become  carnal 
and  sensual  by  my  converse  with 
earthly  things;  but  may  I,  by  frequent 
acts  of  piety  and  devotion,  raise  my 
affections  to  unseen  things,  and  live 
a  heavenly  life  even  while  I  am  on 
earth.  May  I  guard  myself  from  the 
snares,  and  escape  the  corruptions 
which  are  in  the  world  through  lust; 
and  by  this  means  become  in  some 
measure  partaker  of  a  divine  nature. 
May  I  ever  consider  this  life  a  pil¬ 
grimage,  as  vain,  troublesome,  and 
uncertain.  May  I  always  look  upon 
heaven  as  my  settled  abode  and  last- 
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ing  home,  and  regard  my  true  life  as 
hid  with  Christ  in  God;  that  when 
Christ,  who  is  my  life  shall  appear, 
I  also  may  appear  with  him  in  glory. 
Enable  me  ever  to  possess  a  true  gov-i 
eminent  over  all  my  inferior  appetites 
and  passions.  Softer  me  never  to  give 
way  to  vitious  pursuits  or  sensual  in¬ 
dulgences.  May  a  due  sense  of  thine 
awful  presence  and  inspection  ever 
accompany  me.  In  the  most  secret 
retirement,  as  well  as  in  publick,  may 
I  consider  myself  as  under  thine  eye, 
and  accountable  to  thee  for  all  my 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions.  Under 
the  influence  of  this  persuasion  may 
I  maintain  purity  in  my  heart,  sincer¬ 
ity  and  truth  in  all  my  words,  and 
holiness  in  all  my  conduct.  May  I 
ever  do  to  others  as  I  would  they 
should  do  unto  me:  thus  may  I  fulfil 
all  righteousness. 

From  beholding  thy  goodness  and 
mercy  so  conspicuously  and  glorious¬ 
ly  displayed  in  the  works  of  creation, 
and  especially  in  the  work  of  redemp-' 
tion,  may  I  be  induced  to  cherish  a 
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benevolent  and  a  merciful  temper. 
May  I  do  good  to  all  as  I  have  oppor¬ 
tunity.  May  I  ever  cherish  that 
meekness  and  humility  which  shone 
so  illustrious  in  mv  divine  Saviour, 
and  be  always  more  ready  to  forgive 
than  to  revenge  any  injury  or  affront. 
Keep  far  from  me  all  pride  and 
haughtiness,  all  anger  and  malice. 
Enable  me  ever  to  act  the  worthy, 
generous,  Christian  part,  in  relieving 
the  necessitous  as  far  as  my  abilities 
extend,  and  in  aiding  my  fellow  crea¬ 
tures  by  my  advice,  my  influence  and 
my  earnest  endeavors;  that  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  the  poor  and  afflicted  may  come 
upon  me,  and  that  I  may  in  some 
measures  resemble  Thee,  the  God  of 
all  mercy  and  the  universal  Parent  of 
all  good. 

Fit  me  for  all  the  various  changes 
which  in  thy  course  of  the  providence 
I  may  be  called  to  pass  through  in  this 
frail  uncertain  state.  Make  me  ever 
contented  with  the  whole  of  my  situ¬ 
ation,  knowing  that  all  thine  appoint¬ 
ments  are  wise  and  good.  Dispose 
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me  ever  to  be  thankful  for  the  mer¬ 
cies  I  enjoy;  even  the  most  afflictive 
circumstances,  and  to  eye  a  divine 
and  fatherly  hand  in  all  thy  dealings. 
By  this  means,  prepare  me  for  every 
occurrence  in  life,  that  whether  pros¬ 
perity  or  adversity  be  my  lot,  I  may 
'possess  those  graces,  and  acquire 
those  virtues  which  shall  adorn  each 
situation,  and  which  shall  enable  me 
to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  me. 
I  know  my  own  insufficiency  for  these 
things;  I  am  conscious  of  my  own 
weakness  and  frailty.  I  have  in 
time  past  been  frequently  overcome 
by  temptations,  even  contrary  to  my 
own  good  resolutions.  Do  Thou, 
therefore,  the  Father  of  spirits,  grant 
me  the  assistance  of  thine  own.  Divine 
Spirit,  that  I  may  be  enabled  by  thy 
strength  to  perform  all  these  things 
in  a  right  an  acceptable  manner. 
Make  all  my  public  religious  exercis¬ 
es,  and  all  my  private  devotions  and 
secret  meditations,  greatly  beneficial 
to  this  good  purpose.  Especially 
may  this  present  humble  address  to 
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the  throne  of  thy  grace;  and  the 
pious  acknowledgments  I  have  this 
day  joined  in  offering  Thee,  be  ser¬ 
viceable  to  this  end . 

When  I  return  to  my  worldly  Con¬ 
cerns  and  stated  employment  in  the 
ensuing  week,  may  it  appear  by  the 
whole  of  my  behaviour  in  them,  and 
by  the  whole  of  my  behaviour  in  fu¬ 
ture  life,  that  I  have  really  this  day 
been  conversing  with  God.  May 
this  day’s  retirement  from  the  cares 
of  the  world  be  reflected  on  with 
pleasure  through  the  whole  of  my 
continuance  here.  May  it  even  prove 
a  never-failing  source  of  joy  and  de¬ 
light  when  days  and  weeks  shall  be 
at  an  end,  and  the  uninterrupted  en¬ 
joyment  of  Thee,  the  everlasting 
source  of  perfection  and  happiness, 
shall  be  the  reward  of  my  labours. 

O  Thou  sovereign  Lord  of  the  uni¬ 
verse,  hear  the  prayers  which  have 
this  day  been  presented  unto  Thee  for 
those  parts  of  the  world  which  lie 
buried  in  darkness  and  ignorance, 
give  thy  Son  the  heathen  for  his  in- 
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heritance,  and  the  uttermost  part  of 
the  earth  for  his  possession.  Be  fa¬ 
vorably  mindful  of  my  native  land, 

and  of  all  that  are  connected  with  it. 

May  we  improve  the.  mercies  we 
enjoy  and  be  long  continued  to  be  that 
happy  people,  whose  protection  and 
defence  is  ever  nigh  at  hand,  the  liv¬ 
ing  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth.  May 
those  who  are  connected  with  me  in 
the  bonds  of  nature  and  friendship, 
be  related  to  thee  in  the  bonds  of  an 
everlasting  covenant,  well  ordered  in 
all  things  and  sure.  May  those  from 
whom  I  have  received  favours,  be  a- 
bundantly  blessed  and  rewarded  by 
Thee.  May  all  those  who  wish  me  ill, 
if  any  such  there  be,  obtain  the  same 
forgiveness  from  God  which  I  hope  and 
expect  to  obtain.  Bless  the  family 
to  which  I  stand  related.  May  eve¬ 
ry  member  of  it  be  a  living  member 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

May  the  return  of  every  such  sa¬ 
cred  opportunity  as  I  have  this  day 
enjoyed,  be  embraced  by  me  with  the 

greatest  readiness,  and  improved  to 
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the  most  valuable  of  all  purposes,  the 
helping  forward  my  preparation  for 
heaven  and  eternal  happiness.  May 
I  make  all  the  events  which  befal  me 
in  life,  conducive  to  the  same  impor¬ 
tant  end,  that  my  meetness  for  future 
glory  may  be  continually  increasing 
the  longer  I  remain  here  below. 

With  such  holy  thoughts  and  de¬ 
vout  dispositions,  I  w  ould  lay  my¬ 
self  down  to  receive  the  refreshment 
of  sleep  during  the  ensuing  night, 
committing  myself,  and  all  for  whom  I 
am  concerned  to  thine  almighty  pro¬ 
tection  and  care.  O  thou  Guardian 
of  Israel,  who  neither  slumberest  nor 
sleepest,  keep  far  from  this  dwelling, 
and  from  all  who  reside  in  it,  all  dan¬ 
gers  and  terrors  during  the  silent  and 
defenceless  hours  of  rest,  and  cause 
us  all  to  aw  ake  in  the  morning  in 
health  and  strength,  refreshed  with 
the  comfortable  repose  of  this  night, 
and  qualified  to  engage  in  those  du¬ 
ties  which  may  lie  before  each  of  us 
on  the  ensuing  day.  • 

This,  my  evening  sacrifice  of  pray- 
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er  and  praise,  I  offer  to  Thee,  the 
supreme  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  in 
the  name  of  thy  well  beloved  Son, 
Jesus  Christ,  through  whom  I  would 
ascribe  unto  Thee,  as  is  most  justly 
due,  the  kingdom  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ev  er — Amen. 

Devotions  for  Monday  morning. 

HYMN  12.  L.  M. — Neiory. 

1  A  WAKE  my  soul,  and  with  the  sun 
■^Thy  daily  course  of  duty  run; 

Shake  off  dull  sloth  and  early  rise 
To  pay  thy  morning  sacrifice. 

%  Redeem  thy  mispent  time  that’s  past; 

Live  this  day,  as  if  ’twere  thy  last: 

To  improve  thy  talents  take  good  care; 
’Gainst  the  great  day  thyself  prepare. 

3  Let  all  thy  converse  be  sincere, 

Thy  conscience  as  the  noonday  clear: 
Think  how  the  all-seeing  God,  thy  ways 
And  all  thy  secret  thoughts  surveys. 

4  Wake  and  lift  up  thyself,  my  heart, 

And  with  the  angels  bear  thy  part; 

Who  all  night  long  unwearied  sing, 

Glory  to  thee,  eternal  King. 

5  I  wake,  I  wake,  ye  heavenly  chow; 

May  your  devotions  me  inspire; 

That  I  like  you  my  age  may  spend, 

Like  you  may  on  my  God  attend. 

6  May  I  like  you,  in  God  delight, 

Have  all  day  long  my  God  insight; 
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Perform  like  you  my  Maker's  will: 

Q!  may  {  never  more  do  ill. 

»• 

7  Glory  to  Thee,  who  safe  has  kept, 

And  hast  refresh’d  me  w  hile  I  slept: 

Grant,  Lord,  when  I  from  death  shall  wake, 

I  may  of  endless  life  partake. 

8  Lord,  I  my  vows  to  thee  renew; 

Scatter  my  sins  as  morning  dew  ; 

Guard  my  first  spring  of  thought  and  will, 
And  with  thyself  my  spirit  fill.  «  f 

9  Direct,  control,  suggest  this  day, 

All  I  design,  or  do  or  say, 

That  all  my  pow  ers,  with  all  their  might, 

In  thy  sole  glory  may  unite. 

' 

10  Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow, 
Praise  him  all  creatures  here  below; 

Pi  ’aise  him  above,  ye  angelic  host; 

Praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 


PRAYER  XIII 


O  most  great,  most  gracious,  and 
most  glorious  God!  The  Almighty 
Maker  and  all-wise  Governor  of  the 
universe!  The  Father  the  Friend  and 
Saviour  of  mankind!  All  possible 
excellence  is  centered  in  Thee:  all 

7 

real  and  substantial  good  streams 
forth  from  Thee:  and  under  a  li  vely 
sense  of  thine  adorable  perfections, 
thine  inexhaustible  fulness,  and  un-' 
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limited  bounty,  would  I  this  morning 
come  before  Thee  to  offer  Thee  the 
tributes  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
and  to  present  my  prayers  and 
supplications  at  the  throne  of  thy 
grace. 

Adored  be  that  power  and  good¬ 
ness,  which  at  first  produced  me  in¬ 
to  being,  and  whereby  I  have  been 
constantly  supported  and  liberally 
supplied  with  all  tilings  needful  to 
my  comfortable  subsistence  in  this 
present  state.  I  thank  Thee  particu- 
•  larly  for  the  safety  and  repose  of  the 
last  night;  that  I  then  laid  me  down 
and  slept,  and  have  awoke  this  morn¬ 
ing  in  health  and  peace,  because  thou 
hast  sustained  me.  Thus  far,  O  Thou 
Preserver  of  men,  hast  Thou  been 
pleased  to  spare  my  forfeited  life;  and 
numberless  as  my  sins  and  provoca¬ 
tions  against  Thee  have  been,  Thou 
art  still  following  me  with  thy  mer¬ 
cies  and  favors.  O  let  me  not  despise 
the  riches  of  thy  goodness,  and  for¬ 
bearance,  and  long  suffering,  or  for¬ 
get  that  it  is  the  design  of  all  to  lead 
me  to  repentance. 
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Blessed  be  thy  name  for  the  encour¬ 
agement  thou  hast  given  me  to  repent 
of  my  sins,  by  the  kind  assurances  of 
thy  readiness  to  pardon  and  accept  of 
all  who  are  truly  penitent.  Blessed 
be  thy  name,  that,  unworthy  as  I  am 
of  the  common  bounties  of  thy  provi¬ 
dence,  thou  hast  freely  offered  to  my 
acceptance,  a  share  in  the  far  richer 
treasures  of  thy  grace.  Never  can  I 
enough  admire  that  unexampled  love 
which  thou  hast  manifested  towards 
us,  apostate  creatures,  in  sending  thy 
only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that 
we  might  live  through  him  :  that  we 
might  be  formed  to  a  life  of  holiness 
here,  by  the  influence  of  his  word  and 
spirit,  and  raised,  at  length,  by  his 
mighty  power,  to  a  life  of  eternal  glo¬ 
ry  and  felicity  in  another  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  world.  O  suffer  me  not  to  neglect 
that  great  salvation  which  he  has 
brought  within  my  reach ;  but  make 
me  duly  solicitous  to  secure  an  inter¬ 
est  in  it,  by  such  a  lively  faith  in  him, 
as  shall  effectually  engage  me  to  de¬ 
vote  myself  to  him  in  all  the  ways  of 
holy  obedience. 
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Help  me,  O  God,  to  live  under  a 
constant  sense  of  my  absolute  and  en¬ 
tire  dependence  upon  Thee,  as  well 
as  of  my  unspeakable  obligations  to 
Thee;  and  impart  to  me  those  power¬ 
ful  influences  of  thy  grace,  which  are 
necessary  to  enable  me  to  mortify  my 
sinful  inclinations,  to  bear  afflictions 
as  I  ought,  to  make  a  right  use  of  ev¬ 
ery  mercy  and  enjoyment,  and  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  various  duties  of  life  in  a 
holy  and  acceptable  manner.  And 
whatever  portion  of  time  thou  mayest 
allot  me  on  earth,  enable  me  to  re¬ 
deem  it  from  vanity  and  sin ;  and  to 
employ  it  so  as  may  turn  to  the  best 
account,  not  only  in  the  life  that  now 
is,  but  in  that  also  which  is  to  come. 
May  I  be  making  daily  advances  in 
|  all  wisdom,  righteousness,  and  good- 
i  ness,  in  piety  and  purity,  in  humility 
and  meekness,  in  contentment  and 
heavenly-mindedness.  Let  me  not  be 
anxiously  careful  about  the  things  of 
this  life ;  what  I  shall  eat,  or  what  I 
shall  drink,  or  wherewithal  I  shall  be 
clothed ;  but  let  me  seek,  in  the  first 
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place,  the  blessings  of  thy  kingdom, 
and  the  righteousness  which  thou  re-  t 
quirest,  as  the  necessary  qualification  : 
for  the  enjoyment  of  them;  depending 
upon  thy  promise,  that  all  these  things 
—so  far  as  they  are  needful,  shall  then 
be  added  to  me.  s 

Keep  me  this  day  in  innocence,  and  i 
in  love  to  Thee,  and  to  all  about  me. 
In  all  my  ways  let  me  acknowledge 
Thee,  and  do  thou  direct  my  paths. 
Teach  me  to  guide  my  affairs  with 
discretion ;  and  in  every  respect  to 
act  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  station  ■ 
wherein  thy  providence  has  placed 
me,  and  to  the  general  relations  which 
I  sustain. 

Bless  the  family  to  which  I  belong ; 
and  all  my  dear  relatives  and  friends,  I 
whether  near  or  at  a  distance.  May  ( 
we  be  all  interested  in  thy  peculiar 
favour  and  friendship ;  faithful  in  our' 
duty  to  Thee  here  on  earth,  and  hap¬ 
py  in  the  enjoyment  of  Thee  hereaf-  ■ 
ter  in  heaven.  All  which,  and  what¬ 
ever  else  thou  seest  needful  and  pro¬ 
per  for  me,  for  them,  and  for  all  man- 
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kind,  I  humbly  entreat,  for  thy  good¬ 
ness’  sake  in  and  through  Christ  Jesus 
thy  Son,  who  has  taught  us  to  address 
Thee,  under  the  endearing  character 
of  “Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,” 
&c. 


Devotions  for  Monday  evening. 

H  Y  M  N  1.1.  L.  M. — Evening  Hymn. 

|^LORY  to  Thee,  my  God,  this  night, 

For  all  the  blessings  of  the  light: 

Keep  me,  O  keep  me,  King  of  kings. 

Under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings. 
p 

2  Forgive  me,  Lord,  for  thy  dear  Son, 

The  ills  that  I  this  day  hmve  done; 

That  with  the  world,  myself,  and  Thee, 

I,  ere  I  sleep,  at  peace  may  be. 

3  Teach  me  to  live,  that  I  may  dread 
The  grave  as  little  as  my  bed; 

Teach  me  to  die,  that  so  I  may 
Triumphing  rise  at  the  last  day. 

4  0  may  my  soul  on  Thee  repose, 

And  with  sweet  sleep  mine  eyelids  close: 
Sleep,  that  may  me  more  vigorous  make, 
T  o  serve  my  God,  when  I  awake. 

5  When  in  the  night  I  sleepless  lie, 

My  soul  with  heavenly  thoughts  supply: 
Let  no  ill  dreams  disturb  my  rest, 

No  powers  of  darkness  me  molest. 

17 
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6  Let  my  blest  Guardian,  while  I  sleep* 

His  watchful  station  near  me  keep, 

My  heart  with  love  celestial  fill, 

And  guard  me  from  the  approach  of  ilL 

7  May  he  celestial  joys  rehearse, 

And  thought  to  thought  with  me  converses* 

Or,  in  my  stead,  all  the  night  long, 

Sing  to  my  God  a  grateful  song.  ' 

8  Lord  let  my  soul  forever  share, 

The  bliss  of  thy  paternal  care; 

’Tis  heaven  on  earth,  ’tis  heaven  above. 

To  see  th>  face,  to  sing  thy  love. 

9  0  when  shall  I,  in  endless  day, 

For  ever  chase  dark  sleep  away, 

And  hymns  divine  with  angels  sing. 

Glory  to  Thee,  eternal  King. 

10  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow* 
Praise  him,  all  creatures  here  below, 

Praise  him  above,  ye  angelic  host; 

Praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghosh 

PRAYER  XIY. 

O  Lord,  my  God,  Thou  art  ever 
merciful  and  gracious.  Thou  causest 
the  outgoings  of  the  morning  and  of 
the  evening,  to  rejoice  over  me.  I 
desire,  at  this  time,  with  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  numberless  favors  Thou 
hast  conferred  upon  me,  and  art  con¬ 
tinually  renewing,  day  by  day,  to  of- 


DEVOTIONS  TOR  MONDAY  EVENING, 


131 


fer  Thee  my  evening  sacrifice  of  pray¬ 
er  and  thanksgiving.  Let  the  words 
of  my  mouth,  and  the  meditations  of 
my  heart,  be  acceptable  in  thy  sight, 
O  Lord,  my  strength  and  Redeemer. 

I  adore  Thee  as  the  author  of  my 
life  and  being;  as  the  former  of  my 
body,  and  the  Father  of  my  spirit.  I 
bless  Thee,  that  Thou  hast  made  me 
a  reasonable  creature,  hast  designed 
me  for  immortality,  and  hast  placed 
me  here  in  a  state  of  discipline,  in  or¬ 
der  to  train  me  up  by  a  variety  of  ex¬ 
ercises  and  trials,  experiences  and 
improvements,  for  the  business  and 
blessedness  of  another  and  a  better 
state. 

And  though  I  have  in  many  instances 
acted  in  a  maimer  unbecoming  the 
dignity  of  my  rational  nature,  and 
been  far  from  answering,  as  I  ought, 
the  great  ends  of  my  creation;  yet, 
blessed  be  thy  name,  Thou  hast  not 
dealt  with  me  according  to  my  de¬ 
serts,  but  continually,  hitherto,  hast 
Thou  upheld  my  soul  in  life ;  and 
thy  visitation  hath  preserved  my 
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spirit.  I  thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  the 
watchful  care  and  kind  supplies  of 
thy  providence,  for  my  health  and 
strength,  for  my  food  and  raiment, 
for  my  relatives  and  friends,  and  all 
my  social  advantages  and  enjoy¬ 
ments.  } 

But  more  especially  would  I  praise 
Thee  for  the  advantages  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  Thou  hast  afforded  me,  for 
improving  in  the  knowledge  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  true  religion;  for  obtaining  the 
pardon  of  my  sins,  and  an  interest  in 
thy  forfeited  favor,  through  the  me¬ 
diation  of  thy  Son;  and  for  securing  a 
title  to  that  glorious  inheritance,  to 
the  lively  hope  of  which  Thou  hast 
begotten  us  again,  by  his  resurrection 
from  the  dead:--?-an  inheritance  incor¬ 
ruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 
not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for 
those  who  are  kept  by  the  power  of 
God,  through  faith,  unto  salvation. 
Suffer  me  not,  I  beseech  Thee,  to  re¬ 
ceive  thy  grace  in  vain;  but  teach  me 
so  highly  to  value,  and  so  diligently 
to  improve  all  my  present  privileges 
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and  advantages,  as  that  I  may  be  pre¬ 
pared  and  qualified  for  those  still 
greater  blessings,  which  Thou  wilt 
hereafter  bestow  on  them  that  love 
and  serve  Thee. 

Forgive  me,  O  Thou  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies,  that  I  have  hitherto  made  Thee 
such  unsuitable  returns  for  thy  great 
love  and  goodness;  that  I  have  lived 
so  much  a  stranger  to  Thee;  that  I 
have  loved  Thee  no  more,  and  served 
Thee  no  better;  that  I  have  been  so 
I  negligent  in  the  discharge  of  my  social 
land  relative  duties,  and  so  careless, 
even  about  my  own  highest  concerns, 
my  spiritual  and  everlasting  interests. 
Pardon  all  the  innumerable  transgres¬ 
sions  and  provocations  of  my  past  life; 
and  particularly  whatever  Thou  hast 
seen  amiss  in  my  temper  or  conduct 
this  day.  Give  me  that  godly  sorrow 
for  sin  w hich  worketli  repentance  un¬ 
to  salvation,  needing  not  to  be  repent¬ 
ed  of;  and  enable  me  to  act  a  wiser 
and  a  better  part  in  all  respects  for 
the  time  to  come. 

Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God, 
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and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  ine. 
And  by  the  efficacy  of  the  exceeding 
great  and  precious  promises  of  thy 
word,  and  the  influences  of  thy  bless¬ 
ed  Spirit,  may  1  not  only  escape  the 
corruptions  that  are  in  the  world, 
through  lust,  but  be  transformed  into 
the  image  of  thy  moral  perfections, 
and  become  a  partaker  of  a  divine 
nature.  For  this  purpose  let  me  give 
all  possible  diligence  to  add  to  my 
faith  fortitude,  and  to  fortitude  pru¬ 
dence,  and  to  prudence  temperance, 
and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to 
patience  godliness,  and  to  godliness 
brotherly  kindness,  and  to  brotherly 
kindness  universal  charity,  that  so 
these  things  being  in  me,  and  abound¬ 
ing,  I  may  be  neither  inactive  nor  un¬ 
fruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  my  Lord.  Thus  let  me  make 
my  calling  and  election  to  the  privi¬ 
leges  and  hopes  of  the  gospel,  sure 
and  steadfast;  as  knowing  that  if  I  do 
these  things  I  shall  never  fall,  but  that 
an  entrance  shall  be  administered  un¬ 
to  me  abundantly  into  the  everlasting 
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kingdom  of  my  dear  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 

Make  me  particularly  mindful  of 
the  duties  I  owe  to  those  with  whom 
I  am  especially  connected  by  the  ties 
of  relation  or  friendship,  and  help  me 
to  take  the  most  prudent  and  effectu¬ 
al  means  to  promote  their  comfort  and 
welfare.  I  would  commend  them  as 
well  as  myself,  to  thy  blessing  and 
favor.  Direct  us,  O  Lord,  by  thine 
unerring  wisdom;  defend  us  by  thine 
almighty  power,  and  provide  for  us 
by  thy  never-failing  goodness,  through 
the  various  scenes  and  changes  of  this 
transitory  state:  be  our  support  and 
comfort  in  the  awful  hour  of  death, 
and  our  everlasting  portion  and  feli¬ 
city  beyond  the  grave. 

I  would  likewise,  O  most  merciful 
God,  recommend  to  thy  gracious  re¬ 
gard,  the  whole  world  of  mankind. 
Pity  their  follies  and  infirmities;  de¬ 
liver  them  from  their  sins,  and  from 
all  those  evils  that  are  the  fruits  of 
sin.  Be  favorably  mindful  of  my  na¬ 
tive  land,  and  of  all  that  arc  conn  ect- 
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ed  with  it.  Preserve  our  rights  and 
liberties,  both  civil  and  sacred;  and 
let  truth,  righteousness,  and  peace, 
flourish  and  prevail  amongst  us.  May 
our  magistrates,  supreme  and  subor¬ 
dinate,  rule  in  thy  fear,  and  be  the 
ministers  of  God  unto  us  for  good. 
Have  mercy  on  the  sick  and  afflicted, 
provide  for  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
do  good  unto  all  as  their  various  cases 
and  necessities  may  require.  i 

As  Thou  hast  brought  me  to  the 
close  of  this  day  in  safety,  so  I  beg  the 
continuance  of  thy  care  and  protec¬ 
tion  this  night.  W atch  over  me,  O 
Thou  Preserver  of  men,  in  my  de¬ 
fenceless  moments,  and,  after  quiet 
and  refreshing  sleep,  raise  me  up  in 
the  morning,  fitted  for  the  duties  and 
events  of  another  day.  And  when 
this  succession  of  days  and  nights 
shall  be  no  more,  receive  me  into  that 
state,  where  1  shall  serve  Thee  with¬ 
out  intermission,  and  yet  without 
weariness,  through  a  long,  happy  and 
endless  day. 

JNow  unto  the  King  eternal,  imrnor- 
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tal,  invisible,  the  only  wise  God,  be 
honor  and  glory,  forever  and  ever.— - 
Amen. 


Devotions  for  Tuesday  morning * 

HYMN  14.  L.  M. — New  Sabbath. 

A  RISE,  my  soul !  with  rapture  rise ! 

And,  filled  with  love  aud  fear,  adore, 

The  awful  Sovereign  of  the  skies, 

Whose  mercy  lends  me  one  day  more; 

*  » 

2  And  may  this  day,  indulgent  Power! 

Not  idly  pass,  nor  fruitless  be; 

But  may  each  swiftly  flying  hour 
Still  nearer  bring  my  soul  to  Thee. 

3  But  can  it  be?  that  Power  divine 

Is  throned  in  light's  unbounded  blaze; 

And  countless  worlds  and  angels  join 
To  swell  the  glorious  song  of  praise: 

4  And  will  he  deign  to  lend  an  ear, 

When  I,  poor  abject  mortal,  pray? 

Yes,  boundless  goodness!  he  will  heai*$ 

Nor  cast  the  meanest  wretch  away. 

5  Then  let  me  serve  Thee  all  my  days, 

And  may  my  zeal  with  years  increase; 

For  pleasant,  Lord,  are  all  thy  ways, 

And  all  thy  paths  are  paths  of  peace. 

PRAYER  XV. 

Almighty  and  most  mercilul  Fa* 
tfaer!  Thou  art  the  great  parent  of  the 
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universe,  and  the  supreme  Lord  of  all, 
by  whom  all  things  were  created  at 
first,  and  are  continually  supported 
and  governed.  I  adore  the  glorious 
perfections  of  thy  nature,  the  bound¬ 
less  power  wisdom  and  goodness 
which  thou  hast  displayed  in  all  Thy 
works,  and  most  gratefully  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  liberal  communications  of 
thy  bounty  and  beneficence  to  me, 
who  am  unworthy  of  the  least  of 
thy  mercies.  I  bless  Thee  for  every 
instance  of  thy  kindness  and  favor 
that  1  have  experienced  through  all 
my  past  life,  and  particularly  for  the 
watchful  care  of  thy  good  providence, 
by  which  1  have  been  secured  from 
the  dangers  of  the  last  night,  and 
brought  to  see  the  light  of  another 
day,  in  peace  and  comfort. 

Thy  mercies,  O  Lord,  are  new  un¬ 
to  me  every  morning;  great  is  thy 
faithfulness!  And  hence  it  is  that  I 
am  not  consumed,  even  because  thy 
compassions  fail  not.  Shouldst  Thou 
have  dealt  with  me  according  to  the 
number  and  weight  of  my  transgres- 
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sions,  I  should  have  long  since  been 
stripped  of  all  my  forfeited  enjoy¬ 
ments,  and  have  been  wretched  in¬ 
deed  beyond  all  conception,  and  be¬ 
yond  ali  hope  of  being  restored  to  thy 
favor. 

But  blessed  be  thy  name,  I  am  still 
continued  in  the  land  of  the  living,  a 
monument  of  thy  patience  and  for¬ 
bearance;  furnished  with  a  variety  of 
|  good  things  relating  to  the  life  that 
now  is,  and  encouraged  to  hope  for 
i  far  better  blessings  in  the  life  to  come, 
through  thy  wonderful  love  and 
grace  manifested  to  a  sinful  world, 
by  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ.  With  ad¬ 
miration  and  gratitude  would  I  con- 
j  template  the  wise  and  gracious  meth¬ 
od  thou  hast  contrived  for  recovering 
lost  sinners  to  thyself,  by  the  teaching 
and  example,  the  sufferings  and  death, 

!  the  resurrection  and  ascension  of  this 
our  once  abased,  but  now  glorified 
j  Redeemer;  who  is  able  to  save  even 
to  the  uttermost,  all  that  come  unto 
Thee  by  him;  seeing  that  he  ever 
Ih  es  to  make  intercession  for  us. 
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Grant  me,  O  most  merciful  God, 
an  interest  in  the  benefits  of  his  me¬ 
diatorial  undertaking.  Help  me  to 
seek  and  secure  the  blessings  of  par¬ 
don,  peace  and  eternal  life,  by  a 
cheerful  compliance  with  those  terms 
of  repentance,  faith  and  new  obe¬ 
dience,  on  which  they  are  offered  to 
my  acceptance.  Enable  me  rightly 
to  value  and  carefully  to  improve  all 
my  present  privileges  and  all  my  fu¬ 
ture  prospects  as  becometh  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  And  by  that  grace  of  thine, 
which  bringeth  salvation  to  men, 
teach  me  to  deny  all  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  and  live  soberly,  right¬ 
eously  and  piously  in  this  present 
world:  looking  for  that  blessed  hope, 
even  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ;  who  gave  himself  for  us  to 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  to 
purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  peo¬ 
ple  zealous  of  good  works. 

Being  bought  with  a  price  of  such 
inestimable  value,  O  let  me  never 
live  as  if  I  were  at  my  own  disposal; 
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but  engage  me  to  serve  and  glorify 
Thee,  not  only  with  my  body  but  with 
my  spirit,  which  are  thine.  Let  me 
choose  Thee,  O  Thou  greatest  and 
best  of  beings,  as  my  Lord  and  my 
God,  my  guide  and  my  guardian,  my 
portion  and  felicity;  and  let  me  cheer¬ 
fully  resign  myself  to  be  governed, 
directed  and  disposed  of  by  thine  un¬ 
erring  wisdom,  and  according  to  the 
good  pleasure  of  thy  goodness. 

Help  me  this  day,  and  every  day,  so 
to  walk  as  to  please  Thee,  and  to  be 
constantly  improving  in  the  divine 
I  life  and  likeness.  Keep  me  by  thy 
grace,  from  falling  into  sin,  which  is 
the  greatest  of  all  evils;  then  may  I  be 
assured  that  Thou  wilt  preserve  me 
from  every  thing  else  that  might  do 
me  hurt;  and  even  cause  all  things  to 
work  together  for  my  good.  Prepare 
|  me  for  the  general  scenes  and  changes 
that  may  lie  before  me  in  this  varia¬ 
ble  and  transitory  state,  and  especi¬ 
ally,  for  that  great  and  most  import¬ 
ant  change,  which  I  must  pass  through 
by  death.  Teach  me  to  live  always 
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as  I  shall  wish  to  have  lived  when  I 
come  to  die.  At  that  awful  season, 
put  strength  and  confidence  into  my 
departing  spirit;  and  after  death  re¬ 
ceive  me  into  thy  more  immediate 
presence,  where  there  is  fullness  of 
joy;  to  dwell  at  thy  right  hand,  where 
there  are  pleasures  forever  more.— 
Am6n. 

Devotions  for  Tuesday  Evening . 

HYMN  15.  L.  M. — German Jiir. 

,  ,/^f  \:.-e 

WI[/TTEN  restless  on  my  bed  I  lie, 

■  Still  courting  sleep,  which  still  will  fly, 
Then  shall  reflection’s  brighter  power 
Illume  the  lone  and  midnight  hour. 

2  If  hush’d  the  breeze  and  calm  the  tide, 

Soft  will  the  stream  of  mem’ry  glide, 

And  all  the  past,  a  gentle  train, 

Waked  by  remembrance,  live  again. 

3  If  loud  the  wind,  the  tempest  high, 

And  darkness  wraps  the  sullen  sky, 

I  muse  on  life’s  tempestuous  sea, 

And  sigh,  O  Lord,  to  come  to  thee. 

4  Toss’d  on  the  deep  and  swelling  wave, 

0  mark  my  trembling  soul  and  save! 

Give  to  my  view  that  harbor  near, 

Where  thou  wilt  chase  each  grief  and  fear! 


DEVOTIONS  FOR  TUESDAY  EVENING. 


143 


PRAYER  XVI. 

Most  great  and  glorious  God!  with 
all  humility  and  reverence,  would  I 
prostrate  myself  before  Thee,  under 
a  deep  and  affecting  sense  of  thy  ma¬ 
jesty,  and  my  own  meanness;  of  thy 
bounty,  and  my  indigence;  of  thy  holi¬ 
ness,  and  my  guilt. 

Without  Thee,  O  Lord,  1  am  noth¬ 
ing,  I  have  nothing,  and  can  do  noth¬ 
ing.  Upon  Thee  do  I  constantly  de¬ 
pend  for  life,  and  breath,  and  being. 
I  need  the  perpetual  exertion  of  thy 
power  for  the  continuance  of  my  ex¬ 
istence;  and  the  support  of  my  facul¬ 
ties;  I  need  thy  wisdom  to  direct  my 
uncertain  steps,  thy  goodness  to  sup¬ 
ply  my  daily  wants,  thy  mercy  to 
pardon  my  numberless  sins,  and  thy 
grace  to  assist  me  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties.  And  I  would  rejoice  that 
Thou  art  ever  ready  to  aid  and  be¬ 
friend  me. 

Most  gratefully  must  I  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  hitherto  Thou,  O  Lord,  hast 
helped  and  sustained  me;  provided 
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for  my  necessities  both  of  soul  and 
body;  caused  thy  goodness  daily  to 
pass  before  me;  afforded  me  a  plenty 
of  the  means  of  grace,  and  raised  me, 
by  the  gospel  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
to  the  hopes  and  prospects  of  eternal 
glory.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul, 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  praise  and 
magnify  his  holy  name!  Bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits;  who  forgiveth  all  thine 
iniquities,  who  healeth  all  thy  dis¬ 
eases,  who  redeemeth  thy  life  from 
destruction,  and  crowneth  Thee  with 
loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies. 

What  reason  have  I,  great  God,  to* 
lament  that  my  heart  has  been  no 
more  affected  with  a  sense  of  thy 
goodness;  that  I  have  foolishly  slight¬ 
ed,  and  in  many  instances,  abused  thy 
favors;  and  not  only  neglected  thy 
service,  but  acted  in  direct  opposition 
to  thy  holy  nature  and  will !  I  have 
neither  obeyed  nor  loved  Thee  as  I 
ought;  but  have  rebelled  against  thy 
sovereign  authority,  and  made  the 
most  unworthy  returns  for  all  the 
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expressions  of  thy  paternal  tender¬ 
ness. 

O  Lord  God,  gracious  and  merciful! 
Pity  my  infirmity,  and  pardon  my  sins. 
And  though  I  have  so  long,  so  often, 
and  so  ungratefully  offended  Thee, 
yet  cast  me  not  off  from  thy  favor,  but 
effectually  recover  me  from  my  wan¬ 
derings  to  thyself.  Help  me  to  re¬ 
nounce  and  detest  whatever  is  dis¬ 
pleasing  in  thy  sight;  and  with  my 
whole  heart,  to  return  and  cleave  un¬ 
to  Thee.  And  enable  me,  I  beseech 
Thee,  unfeignedly  to  comply  with 
those  merciful  terms  on  which  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel  are  offered  to 
me,  that  so  I  may  be  accepted  of  Thee 
in  the  beloved,  and  Messed  with  all 
spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  things 
and  places,  in  Christ  Jesus. 

I  would  desire  daily  to  be  Making 
some  advances  in  religious  knowl¬ 
edge,  by  reading,  meditation,  and  a 
diligent  use  and  improvement  of  all 
those  helps  with  which  I  am,  or  may 
be,  furnished  for  this  purpose.  Grant 
that  the  more  I  know  of  thy  nature, 
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thy  will,  and  thy  grace,  the  more  1 
may  be  disposed  to  love  Thee,  with 
all  my  heart,  and  soul*  and  mind,  and 
strength;  to  yield  a  cheerful  compli* 
ance  to  thy  sovereign  will,  and  to  hope 
and  trust  to  rejoice  and  delight  my¬ 
self  in  Thee. 

And  whilst  I  am  endeavoring  to 
fulfil  the  first  and  great  command¬ 
ment,  by  making  Thee,  O  most  glori¬ 
ous  and  gracious  God,  the  object  of 
my  supreme  veneration  and  affection, 
submission  and  confidence,  suffer  me 
not  to  forget  the  second,  which  is  like 
unto  it,  of  loving  my  neighbor  as  my¬ 
self.  I  would  labor  to  cultivate  a 
sincere  good  will  for  all  mankind; 
fervently  wishing  the  happiness  of 
every  one;  rejoicing  in  that  tender 
love  which  thou  exercises!  towards 
all  thy  creatures,  and  cheerfully  con¬ 
tributing  whatever  lies  in  my  power 
to  relieve  the  distresses  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  w  elfare  of  those  that  are 
round  about  me.  Especially  would 
I  desire  to  be  found  in  the  discharge 
of  those  duties,  and  obligations  which 
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result  from  the  particular  station,  cir¬ 
cumstances,  and  relations  Avherein 
thy  providence  has  placed  me. 

Accept  of  my  thanksgivings  for  the 
mercies  of  the  day  past,  which  thou 
hast  added  to  the  sum  of  all  my  past 
I  favors.  Long  as  I  live  will  I  praise 
;  the  Lord,  and  magnify  thy  holy  name 
while  I  have  any  being.  Pardon 
|  whatever  has  been  amiss  in  my  dis¬ 
position  or  behaviour  this  dayj  and 
enable  me  to  be  more  upon  my  guard 
|  against  offending  Thee  for  the  time  to 
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And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for? 
Truly  my  hope  is  in  Thee  and  under 
the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  put 
my  trust.  Watch  over  me  this  night. 
Suffer  not  any  evil  thing  to  come  nigh 
this  dwelling.  May  I  lie  down  in 
thy  fear,  be  refreshed  with  seasona¬ 
ble  rest  and  sleep,  and  arise  in  thy  fa¬ 
vor  fitted  and  disposed  for  the  duties 
of  the  following  day.  And  grant  that 
every  day  which  thou  shalt  please  to 
add  to  my  life  on  earth,  may  be  so 
spent  and  improved  as  to  increase  my 
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fitness  for  the  joys  and  glories  of  the 
heavenly  state;  through  the  media¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  Christ  thy  Son,  in 
whose  most  comprehensive  words,  I 
continue  to  pray  for  myself,  and  for 
all  my  brethren  of  mankind,  as  “Our 
Father,”  &c. 

Devotions  for  Wednesday  Morning , 

HYMN  16.  L.  M. — Litchfield. 

¥N  sleep's  serene  oblivion  laid, 

1  safely  pass'd  the  silent  night; 

Again  I  see  the  breaking  shade, 

I  drink  again  the  morning  light. 

2  New  born,  I  bless  the  waking  hour, 

Once  more  with  awe  rojoice  to  be; 

My  conscious  soul  resumes  her  power, 

And  springs  my  guardian  God  to  thee! 

8  O  guide  me  thro' the  various  maze, 

My  doubtful  feet  are  doomed  to  tread; 

And  spread  thy  shield’s  protecting  blaze 
Where  dangers  press  around  my  head. 

4  A  deeper  shade  will  soon  impend, 

A  deeper  sleep  mine  eyes  oppress; 

Yet  then  thy  strength  shall  still  defend, 

Thy  goodness  still  delight  to  bless. 

5  That  deeper  shade  shall  break  away, 

That  deeper  sleep  shall  leave  mine  eyes; 

Thy  light  shall  give  eternal  day— 

Thy  love  the  rapture  of  the  skies! 
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%  PRAYER  XVII, 

O  Thou  infinitely  great  and  adora¬ 
ble  Majesty  of  heaven  and  earth! 
Thou  art  ever  present  in  all  parts  of 
thy  vast  dominions,  and  not  far  from 
any  of  thy  creatures.  Thou  know- 
est  my  downsitting  and  mine  uprising: 
thou  understandest  my  thoughts  afar 
off,  thou  compassest  my  path  and  my 
lying  down,  and  art  acquainted  with 
all  my  ways. 

Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit? 
or  whither  shall  I  flee  from  thy  pres¬ 
ence?  lam  convinced,  O  Lord,  that  it 
is  as  impossible  to  escape  the  notice 
of  thine  eye,  as  it  is  to  subsist  with¬ 
out  thy  supporting  hand,  or  to  be  hap¬ 
py  without  thy  favor.  For  even  the 
darkness  hideth  not  from  Thee;  but 
the  night  shineth  as  the  day:  the 
darkness  and  the  light  are  both  alike 
to  Thee.  O  that  I  may  be  therefore 
careful  to  set  the  Lord  always  before 
me;  to  remember  wherever  I  am,  and 
whatever  I  am  about,  that  thou  God 
geest  me;  to  live  under  a  constant 
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sense  of  my  necessary  dependence 
upon  Thee,  and  of  my  numberless  ob¬ 
ligations  to  Thee;  and  accordingly  to 
seek  thy  favor  with  my  whole  heart, 
and  to  dread  thy  displeasure  above 
all  things! 

How  deeply  indebted  am  I  to  that 
goodness  of  thine  which  at  first  pro¬ 
duced  me  into  being,  and  has  hitherto 
upheld  me  in  life,  preserved  me  from 
perpetual  dangers,  seen  or  unseen, 
and  given  me  so  many  days  of  com¬ 
fort  and  nights  of  repose!  How  pre¬ 
cious  are  thy  thoughts  of  kindness 
and  acts  of  mercy  unto  me,  O  God ! 
How  great  is  the  sum  of  them!  If  I 
attempt  to  count  them  they  are  more 
in  number  than  the  sand.  When  I 
awake,  S  am  still  with  Thee;  and  see 
new  occasions  every  morning  to  med¬ 
itate  on  thy  unwearied  tenderness 
and  care.  But  my  highest  obliga¬ 
tions  are  to  thy  sovereign  grace,  for 
supplying  me  with  the  means  of  re¬ 
ligious  instruction;  for  affording  me 
the  most  desirable  helps  and  advan¬ 
tages  both  for  knowing  and  doing  thy 
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Will;  and  for  setting  before  me  the 
Views  and  hopes  of  immortal  life  and 
happiness  in  the  gospel  of  thy  Son, 
Jesus  Christ.  Blessed  be  thy  name 
for  all  thou  hast  done,  art  doing,  and 
(if  my  sins  prevent  not  the  effects  of 
thy  goodness)  wilt  continue  to  do  for 
my  temporal,  spiritual  and  eternal 
welfare.  Lord  help  me  to  fall  in  with 
thy  gracious  and  merciful  designs;  and 
let  me  not  frustrate  them  by  my  own 
carelessness,  ingratitude  and  rebel¬ 
lion  against  Thee. 

Give  me  good  Lord,  a  just  sight  and 
sense  of  my  unworthiness,  folly  and 
guilt.  What  I  know  not,  teach  Thou 
me;  and  whereinsoever  I  have  done 
iniquity,  or  acted  contrary  to  any  of 
the  laws  of  piety,  truth,  charity,  or 
sobriety,  may  I  do  so  no  more.  Search 
me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart;  try 
me  and  know  my  thoughts;  and  see 
if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me; 
and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting. 

Keep  me  this  day,  and  every  day, 
from  sinning  against  Thee.  May  I  live 
in  thy  fear  all  the  day  long,  and  be  al- 
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ways  on  my  guard  against  the  many 
snares  and  temptations  with  which  I 
am  surrounded.  Help  me  to  keep  my 
heart  with  ail  diligence;  knowing  that 
from  thence  are  the  issues  of  life.  Let 
no  vain  thoughts,  or  corrupt  imag¬ 
inations,  be  harbored  in  my  mind. 
Let  me  not  give  way  to  any  unruly 
passions,  or  inordinate  affections.  Let 
me  set  a  watch  at  the  door  of  my  lips,, 
and  take  heed  that  I  offend  not  with 
my  tongue.  Suffer  me  not,  I  beseech 
Thee,  to  fall  into  any  irregularity  of 
conduct.  May  I  daily  walk  with  Thee 
in  a  course  of  holy  living,  so  as  to  ap¬ 
prove  myself  in  thy  sight;  and  not 
only  from  a  principle  of  godly  fear, 
solicitously  avoid  whatever  is  offen¬ 
sive  to  thy  holy  majesty,  but  from  the 
nobler  principle  of  love,  make  it  my 
supreme  delight  to  serve,  and  imitate, 
and  please  Thee. 

Prepare  me,  O  Lord,  for  all  the  oc¬ 
currences  of  the  da)7.  Teach  me  to 
see  and  own  thy  hand  in  every  mercy 
and  enjoyment.  Or  if  Thou  sufferest 
any  trouble  or  affliction  to  befai  me, 
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help  me  in  a  becoming  manner  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  thy  will,  believing  that  it  is 
good  for  me  to  be  afflicted,  and  en¬ 
deavoring,  by  a  wise  improvement  of 
thy  chastisements,  to  become  a  parta¬ 
ker  of  thy  holiness. 

Give  me  a  sympathetic  sense  of  the 
sufferings  of  others;  and  do  Thou,  O 
God,  pity  and  relieve  them.  Merci¬ 
fully  comfort  such  as  are  cast  down; 
and  be  a  present  help  to  them  that 
are  in  trouble.  Let  thy  blessing  be 
upon  every  member  of  the  family  to 
which  I  belong.  Assist  us  all  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  our  respective 
duties,  and  make  us  mutual  blessings 
to  each  other.  Guide  us  by  thy  coun¬ 
sel  through  life,  and  afterwards  re¬ 
ceive  us  to  glory.  All  which  I  hum¬ 
bly  entreat  for  thy  mercy’s  sake  in 
Christ  Jesus;  through  whom  I  would 
ascribe  to  thy  divine  majesty,  all 
honor  and  glory,  thanksgiving  and 
praise,  both  now  and  forevermore.— 
Amen. 
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Devotions  for  Wednesday  evening . 

HYMN  1 7*  P.  M.  — Evening* 

I^RE  I  sleep,  for  every  favor, 

This  day  shoW’d  by  my  God, 

I  do  bless  my  Saviour. 

2  Leave  me  riot,  but  ever  love  me; 

Let  thy  peace  be  my  bliss, 

Till  Thou  hence  remove  me. 

8  Thou  my  Rock,  my  Guard,  my  Tower; 

Safely  keep,  while  1  sleep, 

Me  with  all  thy  power. 

4  And  whene’er  in  death  I  slumber, 

Let  me  rise,  with  the  wise, 

Counted  in  their  number. 

PRAYER,  XVIII* 

Great  and  gracious  God!  Thy 
mercies  are  new  unto  me  every  morn¬ 
ing,  and  thy  faithfulness  every  even¬ 
ing.  Through  thy  good  hand  upon 
me,  I  am  now  brought  to  the  close  of 
another  dav,  and  would  take  this  oc- 
casion  to  reflect  with  gratitude  on  thy 
great  and  undeserved  goodness  to  me 
all  the  days  of  my  past  life;  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  my  obligations  to  Thee 
for  all  that  I  am,  and  have,  and  my 
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The  Last  Blossom. 


BY  MRS.  M.  A.  KIDDER. 


The  sun  was  low, 

For  the  hour  was  late, 

As  I  lifted  the  latch 
Of  the  garden  gate, 

And  sped  along 
O’er  each  blossom’s  bed, 
Where  the  scattered  leaves 
Lay  sear  and  deadv 

Oh !  why,  I  mused, 

Must  my  roses  die?*) 

And  my  lilies  fair 
So  helpless  lie? ) 

Of  all  I  love 
Not  one  to  greet  -v 
The  gladsome  treacL 
Of  my  home-bound  feet. 

In  passing  on 
To  the  homestead  hall, 

I  spied  one  flower 
By  the  old  south  wall; 

A  simple  bloom 
With  a  hardy  look; 

It  clung  to  life* 

In  the  sunniest  nook. 

Its  deep-red  heart 
And  petals  gray 
Looked  out  of  place 
In  the  frosty  way. 

And  yet,  I  said, 

How  its  colors  blend — 

It  seems  to  me 
I -ike  a  winter  friend; 

Like  one  whose  balm 
Is  ever  shed, 

Though  the  mold  around 
Seems  cold  and  dead; 
Whose  cheerful  smile 
Shines  out  alone, 

When  the  fickle 
Summer  friends  have  flown: 

The  whilom  friends 
Who  takes  one’s  hand, 

By  the  summer  sea 
On  the  shifting  sand; 

Who  make  their  vows 
Wrhen  the  zephyrs  play, 

And  the  s^eet  birds  sing; 

.But  f^fra day. 

jcious  flower 
i  the  sunny  nook, 
had  you  pressed 
v  favorite  book, 
my  keepsakes  rare 
shall  softly  lie, 
measure  trove 


|itaTrix"ePrnted  Lad'v  Vai1’  nerv' 

before.”'  1  r  saw  your  face 
a  faint  sigh. 

pati/ail^P'r^L  S2g 

lfrXhFefeXWiad0W  “d 

1  in  a  sweet,  plaintive 

liTh,ead  ^ainst  the  cool  glass 

loor  °bothPnf aCk  the  tears  sbe  felt- 
■ill  end  sn^  us,  andhe  too  proud 
f“  end-  She  will  come,  the  rich 
I  won  -Kenneth  Vail’s  heart  and 

I  Tr ?^rrhPS’  ?nd  1—1  Wonder  if  I 

l-ah  winni°S  after  that?  If  he 
ah,  well  Heaven  bless  him'  r 

Iticahv7  ‘‘hTath  nUt~“but’”  softly, 
Ip  1  sba]1  wear  the  willow 

le  robs  me  of  Bertie  Clive  I-l 
Inx  Chandos!”  ’  1 

l^of fig5ting  with  her  heart  after 
Lo  standing,  finds  her  strength 

[hen  my  Lord  Albert  Cliveg  has 
[roposition  and  comes  to  Trix  to 
Inds  her  the  gay  little  Trix  of 
pome,  happy  little  Trix  he  has 
[sweetest  little  woman  afive 

?ix?”  he  smiles,  look- 
a  his  altitude  of  six  feet  two,  and  ■ 

J  face  lighted  with  smiles.  “  I’m 

l  ifoTt hS lr  Kenneth  whi«tIed 

fa.  l  told  the  madre  I’d  agree  if 

|dTwonT  aSf’00r  Kenneth’s,  but 
fci  it  won  t.  I’m  not  cut  out  for 

business  Woman  is  a  noun  I 

I,  n  my  bib  and  tucker  days,  and 

L?eV|r  be  able  to  deflne  it  to  the 
ft  ‘  n®w,  Trix,  what  do  you 
Jt  a  fellow  have  a  little  of  your 
r:  ,^ere  s  a  lolly  good  girl.” 
fthmk  of  it?”  Trix  turned  as  she 
r.  straight  into  his  face.  “Little 

^she  ybTni!  r?eflIitt1Ie  leSS  than  an  idiot 
npv^u  Zed  flatIT-  “Throw  away 
hen  y0U  could  restore  Lance^ 
always  wanted  to,  and-and  make 

1me!”PPleSt  W°man  in  En^Iand-  kI 

iving  my  lord  standing  there — six 

Ed  in  ,ded  !?anhood  ~  Trix  sailed 
led  in  a  good  cry. 

!flId->;’  repeated  my  lord  when 
feU  white  tulle  and  t>hie  forget-me- 

\y  t hough 

|y,  and~~pjJiare  beefl  leadin'  *c,,‘ 

| he-doeJym  a  f°o l-lWedh  8  me 

i  that.”7  4  for  ^  Jjjg 


[  HaPtlb  v 

^  DOVE. 
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entire  dependence  upon  Thee  for  all 
that  I  need,  and  for  all  that  Thou  hast 
encouraged  me  to  hope  for,  humbly 
entreating  that  Thou  wilt  enable  me 
to  honor  and  praise  Thee,  to  love  and 
serve  Thee  as  the  most  excellent,  a- 
miable  and  beneficent  of  all  beings, 
my  father  and  friend,  my  Lord  and 
my  God. 

With  shame  and  sorrow  must  I  con¬ 
fess  myself  utterly  unworthy  of  thy 
mercies,  and  lament  that  I  have  made 
ho  better  improvement  of  them;  and 
that  the  God  in  whose  hand  my  breath 
is,  and  whose  are  all  my  ways,  I  have 
not  glorified  as  I  ought.  I  would 
grieve  that  I  have  lived  so  unmindful 
of  Thee  and  of  thy  benefits,  so  forget¬ 
ful  of  my  duty  to  Thee,  and  to  my 
fellow  creatures,  and  so  neglectful  of 
my  own  highest  interests.  How 
much  of  my  precious  time  have  I 
wasted  and  mispent,  in  following  af¬ 
ter  lying  vanities!  How  careless 
have  I  been  of  my  temper  and  con¬ 
duct,  of  the  due  government  of  my 
thoughts  and  affections,  my  words 
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and  actions!  And  in  how  many  in¬ 
stances  have  I  positively  offended 
Thee,  acted  injuriously  to  others,  or 
done  wrong  to  my  own  soul. 

Thou,  O  Lord,  knowest  all  my  fool¬ 
ishness,  and  my  sins  are  not  hid  from 
Thee.  Give  me  also  a  just  sense  of 
their  number,  aggravations  and  ma¬ 
lignity.  Help  me  truly  and  sincere¬ 
ly  to  repent  of  them,  so  that  I  may 
be  entitled  to  the  pardon  and  remis¬ 
sion  of  all  my  transgressions,  through 
the  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
thy  Son.  Blessed  be  thy  name  that, 
great  and  grievous  as  my  offences 
againstThee  have  been,  Thou  hastnot 
left  me  in  a  helpless  and  hopeless 
state,  but  that  there  is  mercy  and  for¬ 
giveness  with  Thee  that  Thou  may- 
est  be  feared,  and  that  in  thy  right 
hand  there  is  plenteous  redemption. 

Blessed  be  thy  name  for  the  coven¬ 
ant  of  grace  and  peace  which  Thou 
hast  established  with  us  as  the  sinful 
children  of  men,  in  thy  Son’s  blood; 
wherein  the  promises  of  pardon,  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  eternal  life,  are  made  to 
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those  who  return  unto  Thee  in  the 
way  of  repentance,  faith  and  new  o- 
bedience;  and  the  assistance  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit  is  offered  to  all  that  ask 
it.  O  that  I  may  be  enabled  so  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  this  coven¬ 
ant  as  to  be  entitled  to  an  interest  in 
i  its  inestimable  blessings;  and  may  I 
study  to  make  a  proper  improvement 
of  them  by  a  continual  progress  in 
grace  and  holiness. 

I  would*desire  to  redeem  the  time 
that  I  have  lost,  by  applying  myself, 
with  increasing  diligence,  to  the 
practice  of  my  duty,  in  its  whole  ex¬ 
tent.  Make  me  more  faithful  and 
constant  in  thy  service,  and  more 
ready  to  every  good  work,  than  I 
have  hitherto  been.  May  true  wis¬ 
dom  and  piety,  justice  and  mercy, 
temperance  and  patience,  humility 
and  meekness,  adorn  the  whole  re¬ 
mainder  of  my  life.  And  whatsoev¬ 
er  things  are  true,  whatsoever  things 
are  venerable,  whatsoever  things  are 
just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure, 
whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  what- 
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soever  things  are  of  good  report;  if 
there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be 
any  praise,  may  I  so  think  of  these 
things  as  to  make  them  the  constant 
objects  of  my  pursuit  and  practice. 

Keep  me,  O  Lord,  steadfast  to  my 
covenant  engagements.  Help  me  to 
maintain  my  integrity,  and  to  per¬ 
severe  in  the  practice  of  piety  and 
virtue  amidst  all  those  temptations  to 
evil,  by  which  I  may  be  assaulted, 
from  within  or  from  without.  Let  no 
worldly  allurements  or  terrors  turn 
me  aside  from  the  straight  path  of  in} 
duty.  Let  me  esteem  the  pleasures 
of  religion  and  a  good  conscience  as 
incomparably  superior  to  all  sensual 
pleasures,  or  criminal  indulgences 
Suffer  me  not  to  be  anxiously  careful 
about  any  inferior  or  temporal  con 
cerns,  so  as  to  neglect  the  one  thing 
needful,  the  great  business  of  religion 
and  the  security  of  my  immortal  in¬ 
terests.  But  help  me  good  Lord,  tc 
be  every  day  making  some  prepara¬ 
tion  for  my  approaching  change,  and 
for  appearing  before  Thee  with  ac- 
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peptance,  when  after  death,  I  shall  be 
palled  to  judgment.  And  by  a  patient 
continuance  in  well  doing,  may  I  so 
*eek  for  honor,  glory  and  immortali¬ 
ty,  as  in  the  end  to  obtain  eternal  life. 

Pity  and  reform  a  world  that  lies 
in  wickedness.  Direct  our  common 
and  national  concerns,  so  as  may  be 
most  conducive  to  the  public  welfare. 
Support,  relieve,  and  comfort  the  af¬ 
flicted.  Remember  all  my  dear  re¬ 
lations  and  friends:  make  them  heirs 
of  the  grace  of  life;  partakers  of  thy 
special  favor  here,  and  of  eternal 
glory  in  the  world  to  come. 

|  O  Thou  great  Shepherd  of  Israel, 
who  never  slumberest  nor  sleepest  l 
Take  me  I  beseech  Thee,  into  thy  pro¬ 
tection  this  night  and  defend  me  from 
all  dangers  and  disasters.  Let  me  lie 
down  in  peace  with  Thee,  with  my 
own  conscience,  and  with  all  man¬ 
kind.  Refresh  my  body  with  com¬ 
fortable  rest  and  sleep,  that  in  the 
morning  I  may  be  fitted  and  disposed 
with  renewed  vigor  to  serve  Thee, 
and  discharge  the  duties  of  my  station. 
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Be  Thou  my  God  and  Guide  through 
life,  my  support  and  comfort  in  death; 
and  after  death  my  everlasting  por¬ 
tion  and  felicity. 

%/ 

And  now  unto  him  who  is  able  to 
do  for  me  far  more  exceedingly  than 
I  can  ask  or  think,  be  glory  through 
Christ  Jesus,  world  without  end.— 
Amen. 


Devotions  for  Thursday  Morning , 

HYMN  18.  C.  M. — St.  Olives. 

^JpO  Thee  let  my  first  off’rings  rise, 

Whose  sun  creates  the  day, 

Swift  as  his  gladening  influence  flies, 

And  spotless  as  his  ray. 

2  This  day  thy  fav’ring  hand  be  nigh! 

So  oft  vouchsaf’d  before! 

Still  may  it  lead,  protect,  supply, 

And  I  that  hand  adore. 

3  If  bliss  thy  providence  impart, 

For  which  resign’d  I  pray, 

Give  me  to  feel  the  grateful  heart, 

And  without  guilt  be  gay. 

-  4  Affliction  should  thy  love  intend 
As  vice  or  folly’s  cure, 

Patient,  to  gain  that  gracious  end, 

May  1  the  means  endure. 
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5  Be  this,  and  ev’rv  future  day, 

Still  wiser  than  the  past; 

And  when  i  all  my  life  surveys 
May  grace  sustain  at  last. 

PRAYER  XIX. 

O  Lord  God  Almighty!  Thou  art 
the  blessed  and  only  potentate;  the 
King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords;  the 
great  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth;  the 
sovereign  Lord  and  proprietor  of  the 
universe.  The  heavens  are  thine,  with 
all  their  hosts;  the  earth  also  is  thine, 
with  the  fulness  thereof;  the  world, 
and  they  that  dwell  therein.  In  thy 
hand  is  the  soul  of  every  living  thing, 
and  the  breath  of  all  mankind.  Thy 
dominion  is  an  everlasting  dominion; 
and  thy  kingdom  is  from  generation 
to  generation.  Thou  dost  according 
to  thy  own  w  ill  amongst  the  armies 
above,  and  amongst  the  inhabitants 
of  this  lower  world;  and  there  is  none 
that  can  stay  thine  hand,  or  that 
may  say  unto  Thee,  what  dost  Thou? 

But,  blessed  be  thy  name,  this  thy 

uncontrollable  power  is  constantly 

directed  by  unerring  wisdom,  and  ex- 

21 
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erted  in  effecting  the  purposes 
boundless  goodness.  So  that  there  is 
the  most  abundant  reason  for  all  thy 
intelligent  creatures  to  rejoice  that 
the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth; 
and  in  this  joy  I  would  bear  my  part. 

I  adore  Thee,  O  Lord,  as  the  author 
of  my  being,  the  God  of  my  life,  and 
the  length  of  my  days.  I  acknowl¬ 
edge  myself  obliged  by  all  Thou  hast 
done  for  me  in  my  creation,  preserva¬ 
tion,  and  redemption,  to  serve  Thee 
with  fidelity  and  zeal.  In  thy  contin¬ 
ued  care  and  kindness  w  ould  I  cheer¬ 
fully  confide  and  quietly  acquiesce  in 
thy  all  w  ise  disposals;  being  convinc¬ 
ed  of  thy  absolute  right  to  rule  over 
me,  and  to  do  with  me  as  Thou  pleasest; 
and  that  w  hatever  Thou  appointest  is 
fittest  and  best.  And  accordingly  to 
Thee,  my  heavenly  Sovereign,  do  I 
this  morning  lift  up  my  eyes,  earnest¬ 
ly  desiring  to  learn  thy  will,  to  seek 
thy  face,  and  to  obtain  thy  favor. 

I  thank  Thee,  that  Thou  hast  given 
me  a  law  to  be  the  rule  of  my  life  and 
conduct:  that  Thou  hast  by  thy  united 
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lights  of  nature  and  of  scripture, 
taught  me  what  is  good,  and  what 
Thou  the  Lord  my  God  requirest  of 
me;  even  to  do  justly,  to  love  mercy, 
and  to  walk  humbly  with  Thee  my 
God.  I  thank  Thee,  that  as  thy  laws 
are  most  reasonable  and  excellent  in 
themselves,  so  they  are  enforced  by 
the  most  engaging  and  endearing  mo¬ 
tives;  and  that  Thou  hast  made  it  as 
much  my  interest  as  it  is  my  duty  to 
serve  Thee. 

Most  deeply  would  I  lament  my 
guilt  and  folly  in  having  lived  so  un¬ 
mindful  of  Thee  and  thy  laws;  in 
having  despised  thine  authority,  a- 
bused  thy  goodness,  and  counteracted 
thy  gracious  and  benevolent  inten¬ 
tions  in  my  favor.  Mercifully  par¬ 
don  and  forgive  whatever  has  been 
amiss  in  my  past  temper  and  conduct, 
and  enable  me  to  rectify  it,  by  a 
course  of  new  and  better  obedience 
|  for  the  time  to  come.  I  desire  to  re¬ 
nounce  all  those  foreign  lords  that 
have  too  long  had  dominion  over  me; 
and  would  now  consecrate  myself 
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afresh  to  Thee;  all  that  I  am,  and  all 
that  I  have;  the  members  of  my  body 
and  the  faculties  of  my  soul;  my  world¬ 
ly  possessions,  my  time,  my  talents, 
and  my  influence  over  others,  to  be 
employed  in  thy  service,  and  used  for 
the  advancement  of  thine  honor  and 
interest  in  the  world. 

Yet  from  a  sense  of  my  own  weak¬ 
ness,  and  after  many  lamentable 
proofs  of  the  instability  of  my  good 
resolutions,  I  am  forced  to  give  up  all 
self  trust  and  confidence;  and  would 
earnestly  seek  the  aids  of  thy  grace, 
which  alone  is  sufficient  for  me;  beg- 
ing  that  Thou  wilt  manifest  thy 
strength,  in  my  weakness.  Deliver 
me,  O  God,  by  thy  mighty  power, 
from  the  dominion  and  tyranny  of  ev¬ 
ery  worldly  and  fleshly  lust;  from  the 
bondage  of  corrupt  habits,  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  vain  customs,  and  the  conta¬ 
gion  of  evil  examples.  Fix  the  great 
principles  of  religion  deeply  upon  my 
heart.  Fill  my  soul  with  good  affec¬ 
tions  towards  thyself,  and  towards  all 
my  fellow  creatures;  and  may  the 
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whole  of  my  conduct  be  governed  and 
regulated  thereby.  Also  enable  me 
so  to  improve  all  the  dispensations  of 
thy  providence,  the  instructions  of  thy 
word,  and  the  influence  of  thy  Spirit, 
as  to  be  daily  advancing  from  grace 
to  grace,  and  from  strength  to  strength, 
till  I  shall  appear  at  length  perfect 
before  Thee  in  Zion. 

To  Thee,  O  God,  who  hast  kept  me 
the  night  past,  and  caused  the  light 
of  another  morning  to  open  with  com- 
;  fort  upon  me,  would  I  again  commend 
!  myself,  intreating  the  continuance  of 
thy  kind  and  favorable  regard  this 
day.  Preserve  me  from  the  snares 
and  dangers  to  which  I  may  be  ex- 
;  posed,  and  especially  from  the  sins 
I  which  most  easily  beset  me.  (Quicken 
me  to  the  discharge  of  the  several 
duties  that  may  lie  before  me,  and 
prepare  me  for  whatever  occurrences 
I  may  meet  with,  whether  prosperous 
or  adverse. 

Remember  all  my  relations  and 
friends,  to  do  them  good.  Forgive 
my  enemies,  if  I  have  any,  and  ena- 
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ble  me  to  forgive  them.  Pity  and  re¬ 
lieve  those  that  are  in  distress ;  and 
suit  thy  blessings  to  the  wants,  capa¬ 
cities,  and  qualifications  of  all  thy 
creatures.  Graciously  hear  these 
my  humble  requests,  which  I  offer  up 
to  Thee,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  the 
Son  of  thy  love;  to  whom,  and  through 
whom  to  Thee,  O  heavenly  Father, 
I  would  ascribe  everlasting  praises. 
Amen. 


Devotions  for  Thursday  evening . 

HYMN  Iff,  C,  M. — Brattle-Street. 

THREAD  Sovereign,  let  my  ev’ning  song 
Like  holy  incense  rise; 

Assist  the  offerings  of  my  tongue 
To  reach  the  lofty  skies. 

2  Through  all  the  dangers  of  the  day 

Thy  hand  was  still  my  guard, 

And  still  to  drive  my  wants  away, 

Thy  mercy  stood  prepar’d. 

3  Perpetual  blessings  from  above 

Encompass  me  around, 

But  O,  how  few  returns  of  love 
Hath  my  Creator  found! 

4  What  have  I  done  for  him  who  died 

To  save  my  wretched  soul? 
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How  are  my  follies  multiplied, 

Fast  as  my  minutes  roll ! 

5  Lord,  with  this  guilty  heart  of  mine. 

To  thy  dear  cross  I  flee, 

And  to  thy  grace  my  soul  resign, 

To  be  renew’d  by  Thee. 

6  Sprinkl’d  afresh  with  pard’ning  blood, 

I  lay  me  down  to  rest, 

As  in  th’  embraces  of  my  God, 

I  Or  on  my  Saviour’s  breast. 

PRAYER  XX. 

Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  Alniigh- 
!  ty,  who  art,  and  wast,  and  art  to  come! 
Thou  art  the  righteous  Lord,  who 
lovest  righteousness  and  hatest  ini¬ 
quity.  Thy  countenance  beholdeth 
the  upright  with  the  most  favorable 
regard;  but  Thou  hast  no  pleasure  in 
wickedness,  neither  shall  evil  dwell 
with  Thee.  Yet,  notwithstanding 
thine  ir recoil cileable  aversion  to  sin, 
Thou  art  nevertheless  kind  and  com¬ 
passionate  to  returning  sinners,  slow 
to  anger,  and  of  great  mercy;  not 
willing  that  any  should  perish,  but 
that  all  should  come  to  repentence. 
With  shame  and  sorrow  for  the 
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numberless  sins  and  offences  of  my 

past  life,  and  particularly  for  what  I 
have  thought,  or  said,  or  done  amiss 
this  day,  would  f  now  humble  myself 
before  Thee,  admiring  that  goodness 
and  patience  of  thine,  which  I  have 
so  ungratefully  abused;  entreating  an 
interest  in  thy  forgiving  mercy,  and 
a  restoration  to  thy  forfeited  favor; 
and  resolving  in  the  strength  of  thy 
grace,  to  depart  from  all  iniquity,  and 
to  regulate  my  future  temper  and  con¬ 
duct  in  a  manner  more  agreeable  to 
thy  holy  nature  and  will. 

Enable  me,  O  Thou  great  pattern 
of  all  moral  excellence,  to  purify  my¬ 
self,  as  Thou  art  pure,  to  hate  all  sin 
with  a  perfect  hatred,  effectually  to 
renounce  and  forsake  every  evil  way, 
and  to  return  unto  Thee  with  my 
whole  heart.  As  Thou,  who  hast 
called  me  to  the  profession  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  true  religion,  art  holy,  so 
may  I  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  con¬ 
versation*  Help  me,  I  beseech  Thee, 
to  cleanse  myself  from  all  pollutions 
both  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  spirit,  and 
to  perfect  holiness  in  thy  fear. 
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Thou  hast  given  us  a  perfect  rule 
to  walk  by;  but  alas!  how  exceedingly 
defective  is  our  best  obedience!  Who 
can  understand  his  errors?  Cleanse 
thou  me  from  secret  faults.  And 
though  I  can  never  hope,  in  this  weak 
state  of  flesh  and  blood,  to  be  free 
from  all  infirmities  and  miscarriages, 
yet,  blessed  Lord,  keep  back  thy  ser¬ 
vant  from  presumptuous  sins:  let  them 
not  have  dominion  over  me,  but  may 
I  so  live  as  to  maintain  my  integrity, 
and  to  be  accounted  upright  before 
Thee;  being  innocent  from  all  great 
j  and  allowed  transgressions. 

Give  me,  O  God,  such  views  of  thy 
greatness  and  goodness  and  especial¬ 
ly  of  thy  love  and  mercy  to  a  lost 
world,  through  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
as  may  fill  my  soul  with  reverence 
and  admiration;  with  love  and  grati¬ 
tude,  with  hope  and  confidence;  as 
may  draw  out  my  strongest  desires  af¬ 
ter  Thee, and  engage  me  to  repose  and 
delight  myself  in  Thee.  Help  me  to 
yield  a.n  unreserved  obed  1  0  0  O'  0  tO  all 

thy  commands,  and  an  humble  sub- 
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mission  to  all  the  disposals  of  thy 
providence.  Let  me  always  live  and 
act  under  a  sense  of  thy  presence,  and 
be  careful  to  keep  up  such  a  daily  in¬ 
tercourse  and  communion  with  Thee 
as  may  tend  to  cherish  every  pious 
disposition  and  affection,  to  fit  me 
for  nearer  approaches  to  Thee,  and 
an  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  Thee 
in  the  world  to  come.  Teach  me,  O 
thou  Father  of  Spirits,  seriously  to 
consider  the  nature  of  my  own  soul, 
and  to  set  a  suitable  value  upon  it. 
Conscious  of  the  dignity  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  immortal  principle,  let 
me  labour  and  resolve  to  secure  its 
happiness,  whatever  present  gratifi¬ 
cations  are  to  be  resigned,  or  what¬ 
ever  temporal  sufferings  are  to  be  en¬ 
dured  to  that  end.  Help  me  so  to 
cultivate  and  improve  my  understand¬ 
ing,  and  so  to  govern  myr  affections, 
passions,  and  appetites,  as  shall  not 
only  prevent  me  frpm  injuring  my¬ 
self  or  others,  but  best  answer  the 
great  ends  of  my  creation,  and  pro¬ 
mote  my  noblest  satisfaction  and  cn- 
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joyment.  May  I  be  clothed  with  hu¬ 
mility  and  decked  with  the  ornament 
of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  is 
in  thy  sight  of  great  price.  May  I  be 
temperate  in  all  things,  pure  in  heart 
and  chaste  in  conversation;  maintain¬ 
ing  a  fixed  abhorrence  of  all  prohib¬ 
ited  sensual  indulgences.  May  I  learn, 
in  whatsoever  state  I  am,  therewith 
to  be  content;  and  let  patience  have 
her  perfect  work,  that  I  may  be  com¬ 
plete  and  entire  wanting  nothing. 

Give  me,  likewise,  1  beseech  Thee, 
O  Thou  lover  of  righteousness,  peace 
and  truth,  a  proper  temper  to¬ 
wards  my  fellow  creatures.  Make 
me  careful  to  render  unto  all  their 
dues,  and  to  provide  things  honest  in 
the  sight  of  all  men.  May  I  take 
pleasure  in  doing  every  good  office  in 
my  power  to  all  around  me,  and  es¬ 
pecially  to  those  with  whom  I  am 
most  nearly  connected  by  the  ties  of 
natural  relation,  affinity  or  friendship. 
And  grant  that  in  my  general  con¬ 
duct,  I  may  act  under  the  influence  of 
that  wisdom  which  is  from  above; 
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which  is  first  pu  re,  and  then  peaceable, 
gentle  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full 
of  mercy  and  of  good  fruits,  without 
partiality  and  without  hypocrisy. 

Extend  thy  merciful  regard  to  the 
whole  world  of  mankind.  Send  the 
light  of  thy  glorious  gospel  to  the 
most  distant  parts  of  the  earth;  and 
make  it  every  where  eifectual  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  ignorant,  to  reclaim  the 
vicious,  and  to  promote  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  divine  truth,  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  universal  holiness  amongst 
men.  Dwell  in  this  land  of  my  na¬ 
tivity;  be  Thou  the  watchful  guardian 
of  our  rights  and  liberties;  reform  us 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
delight  over  us  still  to  do  us  good.  Re¬ 
lieve  and  comfort  all  that  are  in  dis¬ 
tress.  Succeed  the  labours  of  the 
honest  and  industrious;  cause  the 
earth  to  bring  forth  her  increase  in 
due  season,  and  satisfy  our  poor  with 
bread.  ' 

Accept,  good  Lord,  of  my  grateful 
acknowledgment  for  all  the  blessings, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  personal  and 
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relative,  with  which  thou  hast  favor¬ 
ed  me  thus  far  in  life,  and  particular¬ 
ly  for  the  mercies  of  the  day  past.  I 
would  take  encouragement  from  hence 
cheerfully  to  confide  in  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  thy  care  and  kindness.  Into  thy 
hands  I  commit  the  keeping  of  myself, 
and  of  allthatare  most  dear  to  me  this 
night.  Protect  us,  if  it  be  thy  will, 
from  every  evil  and  danger,  grant  us 
quiet  and  comfortable  repose,  raise 
us  up  again  in  health  and  safety  the 
|  ensuing  day,  and  preserve  us  to  thy 
heavenly  kingdom  through  the  me¬ 
diation  of  thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ— 
Amen, 

MPPjfV  ■; V"-’  .  c-  -r 
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II  Y  MN  20.  S.  M. — America, 

^EE  how  the  rising  sun 

^  Pursues  his  shining  way; 

And  wide  proclaims  his  Maker’s  praise, 

With  ev'ry  bright’ning  ray. 

2  Thus  would  my  rising;  soul 
Its  heav’nly  parent  sing; 

And  to  its  great  original 
The  humble  tribute  bring. 
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3  Serene  I  laid  me  down 
Beneath  his  guardian  care; 

I  slept,  and  I  awoke  and  found  I 

My  kind  Preserver  near!  I 

4  Thus  does  thine  arm  support 
This  weak  defenceless  frame; 

But  wdience  these  favors,  Lord  to  me, 

So  worthless  as  I  am? 

5  O!  howr  shall  1  repay  j 

The  bounties  of  my  God?  j 

This  feeble  spirit  pants  beneath 

The  pleasing  painful  load.  j 

6  Dear  Saviour  to  thy  cross 
I  bring  my  sacrifice; 

Ting’d  with  thy  blood,  it  shall  ascend 

With  fragrance  to  the  skies.  ! 

7  Mv  life  I  w  ould  anew 

w 

Devote  0  Lord,  to  thee; 

And  in  thy  presence  I  w  ould  spend 
A  long  eternity, 

PRAYER  XXI.  | 

Most  glorious  God!  Thou  art  light, 
and  in  Thee  is  no  darkness  at  all.  The 
perfections  of  thy  nature  are  bright, 
beautiful  and  majestic,  far  beyond  all 
our  ideas  and  conceptions.  Thou  art 
possessed  of  irresistible  power  and 
unerring  wisdom;  of  unblemished  pu¬ 
rity,  the  most  serene  benignity,  and 
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consumate  bliss.  Thou  dwellest  in 
light  inaccessible,  and  art  the  Father 
of  lights,  with  whom  there  is  no  va¬ 
riableness,  nor  shadow  of  turning, 
and  from  whom  all  thy  creatures  de¬ 
rive  whatever  excellencies  or  advan¬ 
tages  they  possess.  For  Thou,  O 
Lord,  art  the  great  source  and  origin¬ 
al  of  all  our  natural  powers  and  ca¬ 
pacities;  of  all  our  moral  attainments 
and  improvements;  of  all  the  good 
we  do,  and  of  all  the  blessings  we  ei¬ 
ther  enjoy  or  hope  for. 

I  praise  Thee,  for  the  discoveries 
j  Thou  hast  made  of  thy  transcendent 
glories,  in  the  works  of  thine  hands, 
“in  the  heavens  above,  in  the  earth 
beneath,  in  the  infinite  varieties  of 
thy  creatures  around  me,  and  in  my 
own  stupendous  frame  of  body  and 
mind.”  But  more  especially  would 
I  praise  Thee,  for  the  brighter  dis¬ 
coveries  of  thy  word,  and  that, 
although  no  man  hath  seen  God  at 
any  time,  yet  the  only  begotten  Son, 
who  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father, 
hath  declared  him  unto  us,  so  far  as 
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was  expedient  for  us  to  know  him* 
I  adore  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  all  the  sa¬ 
cred  and  important  instructions  which 
he  hath  communicated,  concerning 
thy  nature  and  will,  thy  love  and 
grace;  and  particularly  that  he  hath 
brought  life  and  immortality  to  light, 
by  his  glorious  gospel,  and  directed 
our  feet  into  those  paths  of  righteous¬ 
ness  which  lead  to  certain  and  endless 
bliss. 

Shine,  O  Thou  great  parent  of  light* 
into  my  dark  and  beclouded  mind; 
dispel  the  shades  of  ignorance  and 
error,  and  give  me  that  spiritual  wis¬ 
dom,  whereby  I  may  be  enabled  to 
discern  things  that  differ,  and  to  ap¬ 
prove  those  things  that  are  excellent. 
Help  me  to  walk  all  the  day  in  the 
light  of  thy  countenance;  and  in  thy 
light  may  I  see  light.  Nor  let  me 
take  up  with  the  bare  knowledge  of 
thy  will,  but  set  myself  to  do  it  with 
diligence,  fidelity  and  zeal.  Sancti¬ 
fy  me  by  thy  truth;  thy  word  is  truth. 
Grant  that  my  faith  may  grow  ex¬ 
ceedingly;  let  it  purify  my  heart,  and 
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work  by  love,  and  bring  forth  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness. 

Make  me  sensible  of  the  force  and 
efficacy  of  those  motives  to  holiness 
and  virtue,  which  are  set  before  me 
in  the  gospel.  Suffer  me  not,  in  the 
midst  of  that  light  which  beams  forth 
upon  me  from  thence,  to  sleep,  as  too 
many  others  do;  but  may  I  watch  and 
be  Sober.  May  I  walk  as  becomes  a 
child  of  light  and  of  the  day,  and  not 
as  of  the  night  and  of  darkness.  En¬ 
able  me  to  work  the  work  of  him  that 
hath  sent  me,  while  it  is  day,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  night  cometh,  wherein  no 
man  can  work.  Whatsoever  my  hand 
findeth  to  do,  for  advancing  thine 
honor  and  interest  in  the  world,  for 
promoting  the  welfare  of  others,  es¬ 
pecially  of  those  for  whom  I  ought  to 
be  particularly  concerned,  or  for  se¬ 
curing  the  salvation  of  my  own  soul, 
may  I  do  it  with  all  my  might,  and  be 
careful  to  make  the  best  improvement 
I  am  able,  of  whatever  portion  of 
time  Thou  may  test  add  to  my  earthly 
pilgrimage.  And  grant  that  I  may 

23 


17S 


PRAYER  XXIt 


walk  in  that  path  of  the  just,  which 
is  as  the  shining  light,  and  will 
shine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect 
day. 

Accept  of  my  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ments,  O  Lord,  for  the  care  Thou  hast 
taken  of  me,  and  the  numberless  fa¬ 
vors  Thou  hast  conferred  upon  me, 
from  the  beginning  of  my  life  to  the 
present  moment,  and  particularly  for 
the  security  and  repose  of  the  past 
night:  may  this  day  pass  over  my  head 
in  innocence  and  peace,  and  every 
part  of  it  be  spent  so  as  to  turn  to 
some  good  account,  to  myself  and  oth¬ 
ers.  To  thy  care  and  blessing  I  com¬ 
mend  myself,  and  all  that  are  near 
and  dear  to  me,  entreating  that  Thou 
wilt  keep  us  always  in  thy  fear,  and 
encompass  us  with  thy  favor.  Help  | 
us  to  serve  Thee  faithfully  while  we 
live,  and  make  us  happy  in  Thee,  and 
with  Thee,  after  death,  through  the 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of 
thy  love,  in  whose  name  and  words  I 
would  sum  up  all  my  requests  for  my¬ 
self  and  others,  to  Thee,  Our  Father, 
&c. 


DEVOTIONS  FOR  FRIDAY  EVENING, 


179 


Devotions  for  Friday  evening. 

HYMN  21.  S.  M. — Aylesbury. 

npHE  day  is  past  and  gone, 

The  ev’ning  shades  appear; 

O  may  I  ever  keep  in  mind, 

The  night  of  death  draws  near. 

2  I  lay  my  garments  by, 

Upon  my  bed  to  rest; 

So  death  will  soon  remove  me  hence, 

And  leave  my  soul  undrest. 

3  Lord,  keep  me  safe  this  night, 

Secure  from  all  my  fears; 

May  angels  guard  me  while  I  sleep, 

Till  morning  light  appears. 

4  And  when  I  early  rise, 

To  view  th’  unwearied  sun, 

May  I  set  out  to  win  the  prize, 

And  after  glory  run. 

5  That  when  my  days  are  past, 

And  I  from  time  remove, 

Lord,  I  may  in  thy  bosom  rest, 

The  bosom  of  thy  love. 

PRAYER  XXIII. 

O  blessed  God,  Thou  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies,  and  God  of  all  grace,  peace  and 
consolation  !  Thou  art  love;  the  most 
benevolent  of  all  beings,  the  great  e- 
ternal  Fountain  of  felicity.  Thou  and 
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Thou  only,  art  originally,  perfectly 
and  essentially  good  in  thyself,  and 
Thou  delightest  in  doing  good  contin¬ 
ually.  Thou  art  good  unto  all,  and 
thy  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
thy  works.  All  thy  works  praise 
Thee,  O  Lord,  and  it  becomes  thy 
saints  to  bless  Thee;  and  in  a  particu¬ 
lar  manner  to  magnify  thy  goodness 
that  supremely  glorious  and  amiable  i 
perfection  of  thy  nature,  w  hich  ren-  I 
ders  Thee  the  worthy  object  of  our 
most  delightful  contemplation,  and  l 
grateful  praise.  I  would  rejoice  in 
all  the  displays  of  thy  diffusive  ben-  j 
evolence,  through  the  whole  creation  I 
around  me,  but  more  especially  would  ; 
I  praise  Thee  for  the  wonderful  acts 
and  instances  of  thy  loving  kindness 
to  the  children  of  men,  and  for  the  | 
experience  that  I  myself  have  had  of  j 
thy  bounty  and  benignity.  i 

I  adore  Thee  as  the  Former  and 
the  Father  of  mankind,  whose  wise 
and  pow  erful  goodness  is  manifested  j 
in  the  curious  structure  of  our  bod¬ 
ies;  but  much  more  in  the  subliint? 
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powers  and  faculties  of  our  minds; 
whereby  we  are  most  nearly  allied 
to  Thee  our  Maker,  and  rendered 
capable  of  knowing,  loving,  serving, 
(imitating,  and  enjoying  Thee,  the 
great  Origin  and  Source  of  life,  and 
light,  perfection,  glory  and  blessed¬ 
ness. 

'I  I  adore  Thee  likewise  for  every  in¬ 
stance  and  effect  of  thy  providential 
care  and  kindness  which  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
my  species,  for  those  measures  of 
bodily  health  and  strength  that  I  en¬ 
joy,  for  the  free  and  regular  ex¬ 
ercise  of  my  mental  powers;  for  my 
liberty,  my  friends,  and  “all  the  ne¬ 
cessaries,  conveniences,  and  comforts 
which  thy  liberal  hand  has  provided, 
tQ  render  my  passage  through  this 
state  of  trial  and  discipline  easy  and 
agreeable  to  me.” 

But  above  all  things  would  I  praise 
||Thee  for  the  provision  thou  hast  made 
for  my  future  well-being  in  another 
and  better  state  of  existence,  after 
Ibis  present  life  (which  is  forfeited 
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by  sin)  shall  be  ended.  Adored  be  the; 
riches  of  thy  redeeming  love  and; 
grace,  as  manifested  in  sending  thine 
only  begotten  Son  into  the  world  to 
seek  andto  save  that  which  was  lost;  to 
recover  guilty  rebels  to  thyself,  and 
by  his  life  and  doctrine,  his  sufferings 
and  death,  his  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  and  the  power  and  authority 
with  which  he  is  invested  at  thy  right’ 
hand,  to  effect  the  pardon,  sanctifica¬ 
tion,  and  salvation  of  all,  who  will 
submit  to  be  taught,  to  be  ruled,  and  ! 
saved  by  him. 

But  while  I  am  thus  thankfully  re¬ 
cognizing  these  expressions  and  dis¬ 
plays  of  thy  matchless  love  and  pa-  j 
ternal  tenderness,  how  much  reason] 
have  I  with  shame  and  confusion  of 
face  to  lament  my  past  ingratitude  ! 
and  the  many  unworthy  returns  1 
have  made  for  thy  great  and  unmer¬ 
ited  goodness  !  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  heaven  and  in  thy  sight,  andi 
am  no  longer  worthy  to  be  owned  oi  l 
treated  as  a  child  of  fjiine.  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  my  transgressions! 
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have  been  many  and  great;  and 
wretched  indeed  must  I  be,  shouldst 
thou  deal  with  me  according  to  my 
deserts.  But  Thou  hast  proclaimed 
thyself  to  be  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
iperciful  and  gracious,  long  suffering, 
and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth; 
keeping  mercy  for  thousands,  forgiv¬ 
ing  iniquity,  transgression  and  sin. 

•  This  is  thy  name  forever,  and  in  this 
jname  would  I  hope  and  trust.  O 
least  me  not  off  from  thy  presence,  I 
beseech  Thee,  and  take  not  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  me,  but  in  the  multitude 
of  thy  tender  mercies  remember  Thou 
me.  Blot  out  all  my  transgressions, 
wash  me  thoroughly  from  mine  ini- 
iquity,  and  cleanse  me  from  my  sins. 
Draw  me  effectually  to  thyself,  by 
the  cords  of  love,  which  are  the  bands 
of  a  man;  receive  me  graciously  and 
love  me  freely. 

I  would  desire  always  to  retain 
Such  a  grateful  sense  of  my  obligations 
to  Thee,  as  shall  prove  a  principle  of 
constant  and  universal  obedience  to 
jthy  laws,  and  engage  me  greatly  to 
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take  delight  in  thy  commandments 
May  I  fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodness, 
and  dread  nothing  so  much  as  to  a- 
buse  thy  kindness,  and  weary  out  thy 
patience.  May  I  love  Thee  also  a- 
hove  all,  and,  considering  Thee  as  my 
portion  and  chief  good,  let  the  de¬ 
sires  of  my  soul  be  drawn  out  after 
Thee,  and  my  delight  be  created  in 
Thee. 

And  help  me,  O  Thou  God  of  love* 
to  cultivate  a  most  sincere  and  cordial 
benevolence  to  all  my  fellow  crea¬ 
tures,  regarding  them  as  thine  off¬ 
spring,  and  doing  the  utmost,  within 
my  little  sphere,  to  promote  their 
welfare,  and  to  advance  that  happi¬ 
ness,  which  is  the  great  end  of  all  thy 
works  of  creation,  providence  and 
redemption.  But  let  me  love  those 
with  a  peculiar  and  distinguished  af¬ 
fection,  who  are  most  like  Thee,  and 
who  are  the  objects  of  thy  special 
love.  Let  all  bitterness,  and  wrath, 
and  clamor,  and  evil  speaking  be  put 
away  from  me,  with  all  malice,  and 
may  I  be  kind  to  those  about  me,  ten- 
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der  hearted,  and  ready  to  forgive 
such  as  may  offend  me,  even  as  I  hope, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  to  obtain  for¬ 
giveness  of  Thee.  Teach  me  to  love 
even  my  enemies,  to  wish  well  to  them 
that  hate  me,  (if  any  such  there  be,) 
and  to  return  good  tor  evil,  that  so  I 
may  approve  myself  one  of  thy  genuine 
children,  and  be  merciful  as  Thou 
art  merciful,  and  perfect  as  Thou  my 
heavenly  Father  art  perfect. 

From  my  past  experience  of  thy 
tender  care  and  unwearied  kindness, 
I  would  take  encouragement  to  hope 
that  goodness  and  mercy  will  follow 
me  all  the  days  of  my  future  life;  and 
desire  most  cheerfully  to  trust  Thee 
with  myself,  and  with  all  that  belong 
to  me,  to  be  disposed  of  as  Thou  shalt 
see  good.  Into  thy  hands  I  commend 
myself  this  night,  both  soul  and  body. 
Let  me  lie  down  with  holy  and  de¬ 
lightful  thoughts  of  Thee,  and  in  the 
morning,  when  I  awake,  let  my  heart 
be  raised  afresh  in  sentiments  of  love 
and  gratitude  to  Thee;  and,  with  re¬ 
newed  pleasure  and  resolution,  let  me 
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devote  the  remainder  of  my  life  to 
thy  service.  These  my  supplications 
and  thanksgivings,  I  humbly  offer  up 
to  Thee,  0  most  merciful  Father,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  thy  well 
beloved  Son,  and  my  all  sufficient 
Saviour;  to  whom  be  all  glory  and 
dominion  forever  and  ever. — Amen.  i 


Devotions  for  Saturday  Morning . 


HYMN  22.  C.  M .—Melody. 


tTOSANNA,  with  a  cheerful  sound, 

T o  God’s  upholding  hand ! 

Ten  thousand  snares  attend  us  round. 


And  jet  secure  we  stand. 


2  That  was  a  most  amazing  pow’r 

That  raised  us  with  a  word, 

And  ev’ry  day,  and  ev’ry  hour, 

We  lean  upon  the  Lord. 

3  The  ev’ning  rests  our  weary  head; 

And  angels  guard  the  room; 

We  wake  and  we  admire  the  bed, 
That  was  not  made  our  tomb. 

4  The  rising  morning  can’t  assure 

That  we  shall  end  the  day; 

For  death  stands  ready  at  the  door 
To  take  our  lives  away. 

5  Our  breath  is  forfeited  by  sin 

T  o  God’s  avenging  law; 
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We  own  thy  grace,  immortal  King, 

In  every  gasp  we  draw. 

9  God  is  our  sun,  whose  daily  light 
Our  joy  and  safety  brings; 

Our  feeble  flesh  lies  safe  at  night. 

Beneath  his  shady  wings. 

PRAYER  XXIII. 

Eternal  and  infinite  Jehovah!  Thou, 
art  God,  and  there  is  none  besides 
Thee,  the  great  original  and  support 
of  universal  nature;  who  derivest  thy 
being  from  none,  but  givest  being  to 
all  things.  Thou  art  self-sufficient 
and  all-sufficient;  supremely  blessed 
in  thyself,  and  the  author  of  all  good 
to  thy  creatures.  Thou,  O  Lord  art 
worthy  to  receive  honor,  and  glory, 
and  blessing;  for  Thou  hast  created 
all  things,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they 
are  and  were  created;  for  the  dis¬ 
play  of  thy  goodness,  and  the  commu¬ 
nication  of  thy  felicity.  O  that  I  may 
be  enabled  to  praise  and  glorify 
Thee  as  I  ought,  and  to  seek  my  hap¬ 
piness  alone  in  Thee. 

I  would  desire  always  to  regard 
Thee  as  my  origin  and  end;  toremem* 
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ber  that  my  own  being,  in  particular,  j 
is  derived  from  Thee,  and  perpetual¬ 
ly  supported  by  Thee;  and  that  it  is  ■ 
in  consequence  of  having  obtained 
help  of  God  that  I  continue  unto  this 
day  an  instance  of  thy  sparing  and 
preserving  mercy,  and  a  witness  of 
thy  overflowing  beneficence.  How  | 
liberally  hast  thou  provided,  most 
gracious  Lord,  not  only  for  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  my  wants,  but  for  my  innocent 
delight  and  comfort!  W hat  a  profu¬ 
sion  of  gratifications  for  my  outward 
senses  and  imagination  !  What  no¬ 
bler  pleasures  for  the  entertainment  jj 
of  my  mind,  in  the  discovery  of  the  : 
most  sublime  and  important  truths! 
And  above  all,  how  much  am  I  in¬ 
debted  to  Thee  for  those  moral  pow¬ 
ers  and  capacities  with  which  Thou 
hast  endowed  me;  for  those  benevo¬ 
lent  propensities  implanted  in  iny  na¬ 
ture,  which,  while  they  carry  me  out 
of  myself,  contribute  so  largely  to  my 
own  felicity;  and  for  that  highest  of 
all  human  satisfactions,  which  arises 
from  knowing,  loving,  serving  and  en- 
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joying  Thee,  under  the  endearing 
characters  of  my  Father  and  Friend, 
j  my  Portion  and  chief  Good ! 

O  that  my  heart  may  be  duly  af¬ 
fected  with  a  sense  of  the  benefits 
;  Thou  hast  already  conferred  upon  me, 
and  of  the  most  valuable  blessings 
thou  hast  encouraged  me  to  hope  for 
|  hereafter,  through  the  mediation  of 
thy  Son  Jesus  Christ!  Continue  tome, 
I  beseech  Thee,  all  needful  communi- 
I  cations  of  thy  mercy  and  favor. 

|  Grant  me  such  a  share  of  outward  ac¬ 
commodations  and  enjoyments  as 
Thou  mayest  see  convenient  for  me, 
but  above  all,  lead  me  in  the  paths  of 
righteousness,  to  the  true  perfection 
and  felicity  of  thy  nature. 

Forgive  me,  great  and  blessed  God, 
that  I  have  wandered  so  far  from 
Thee;  that  I  have  been  so  unmindful 
of  the  duties  I  owe  Thee;  and  have 
taken  so  little  care  to  secure  that  fe¬ 
licity  which  is  centred  in  Thee;  that 
I  have  committed  those  two  great  e- 
vils,  of  forsaking  Thee,  the  Fountain 
of  living  waters,  and  hewing  out  to 
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myself  cisterns,  broken  cisterns  that 
can  hold  no  water.  O  convince  me 
of  the  folly  of  seeking  for  happiness 
in  any  thing  short  of  thyself,  or  in 
any  other  way  than  in  that  of  thy 
commandments. 

Convince  me,  that  in  thy  favor  only 
there  is  life;  and  that  thy  loving  kind¬ 
ness  is  better  than  life,  with  all  its  en¬ 
joyments.  Help  me  to  choose  Thee 
as  my  all-sufficient  and  never-failing 
portion:  and  accordingly  to  hope,  and 
trust,  and  delight  myself  in  Thee,  j 
And  let  it  be  my  constant  care  and 
endeavor,  so  to  order  my  inward  tem¬ 
per  and  my  outward  conduct  and  be¬ 
haviour  as  is  most  agreeable  to  thy 
will;  so  as  most  effectually  to  gain  thy ! 
favor  and  approbation;  and  thereby 
to  secure,  not  only  my  own  peace  and 
comfort,  but  my  future  and  everlast¬ 
ing  welfare. 

Enable  me  this  day  to  walk  closely 
with  Thee;  to  act  as  under  the  notice 
of  thine  eye,  and  to  rejoice  in  the 
manifestations  of  thy  love.  Prepare 
me  for  whatever  scenes  of  prosperity 
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or  adversity  may  lie  before  me;  and 
succeed  me  in  all  my  endeavors  after 
self-improvement  and  usefulness  to 
others.  Bless  all  my  friends,  rela¬ 
tions  and  acquaintances;  unite  us  all 
jto  one  another  in  the  bonds  of  mutu al 
love,  and  to  thyself,  by  the  practice 
of  piety  and  holiness;  and  grant  that, 
after  serving  Thee,  and  our  genera- 
tion,  according  to  thy  will,  in  our 
several  stations  here  upon  earth,  we 
jmay  at  length  be  received  into  the 
joys  and  glories  of  thy  heavenly  king¬ 
dom,  through  J esus  Christ  thy  Son  the 
jgreat  Captain  of  our  salvation. 

!  -  Now  unto  him  of  whom,  and  through 
whom,  and  to  whom  are  all  things,  be 
glory  forever.— Amen. 


U  Devotions  for  Saturday  evening , 

H  Y  M  N  23.  P.  M. — German  Hymn. 

gOFTLY  now  the  light  of  day 
Fades  upon  my  sight  away; 

Free  from  care,  from  labor  free, 

Lord,  I  would  commune  with  Thee. 

2  I  hou  whose  all-pervading  eye 
Nought  escapes  without^  within, 
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Pardon  each  infirmity, 

Open  fault,  and  secret  sin. 

3  Soon,  for  me,  the  light  of  day  ij 

Shall  forever  pass  away;  | 

Then  from  sin  and  sorrow  free, 

Take  me,  Lord,  to  dwell  with  Thee.  j 

4  Thou  who,  sinless,  yet  hast  known  j 

All  of  man’s  infirmity; 

Then,  from  thine  eternal  throne,  | 

Jesus,  look  with  pitying  eye.  j 

PRAYER  XXIV. 

0  Thou  supremely  great,  and  in¬ 
comprehensible  glorious  Being!  Thou 
infinite  and  eternal  Spirit,  who  art 
the  only  living  and  true  God;  un¬ 
changeable  in  thy  nature,  universal 
in  thy  presence,  and  uncontrollable 
in  thy  dominion ;  of  whom,  and 
through  whom,  and  to  whom  are  all 
things! 

No  works  are  like  unto  thy  works: 
no  excellences  and  perfections  are 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  thine ;  j 
which  shine  forth  in  all  thy  designs 
of  creation,  of  providence,  and  of  re¬ 
demption.  I  would  desire  to  meditate 
upon  them  with  a  sacred  and  salutary 
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delight.  Enable  me,  O  Thou  Father 
|  of  Spirits,  to  worship  Thee  in  spirit 
;  and  in  truth,  to  revere  thy  irresistible 
I  power  to  admire  the  depths  of  thy 
unsearchable  wisdom,  and  to  rejoice 
i  in  all  the  communications  and  dis- 
|  plays  of  thy  exuberant  goodness. 

Help  me  so  to  contemplate  the  beauty 
;  and  glory  of  thy  moral  atributes,  thy 
truth  and  righteousness,  thy  purity 
and  benignity,  as  that  I  may  be  trans¬ 
formed  into  the  same  image,  from 
|  glory  to  glory.  And  from  a  full  con- 
|  viction  of  the  equity  of  thy  govern- 
I  ment,  and  the  beneficial  design  and 
!  tendency  of  all  thy  laws,  may  I  be 
disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  and  unre- 
i  served  compliance  with  every  intima¬ 
tion  of  thy  will. 

Forgive  me,  O  most  gracious  God, 
that  my  thoughts  have  been  no  more 
fixed  upon  Thee;  that  my  affections 
have  been  no  more  drawn  out  after 
I  Thee;  that  I  have  been  so  unlike  to 
Thee,  the  pattern  of  all  perfection;  and 
have  taken  so  little  eare  to  serve  and 
please  Thee.  Under  a  deep  and  hum- 
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Prayer  xxiv. 


bling  sense  of  my  past  sin  and  folly,  I 
would  now  resolve  by  thy  divine  as¬ 
sistance,  to  cultivate  a  growing  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  Thee;  and  all  suita¬ 
ble  dispositions  towards  Thee;  a 
greater  conformity  to  thine  adorable 
excellencies  in  the  spirit  of  my  mind, 
and  a  more  entire  obedience  to  thy 
precepts  in  the  course  of  my  life;  that 
so  I  may  bring  forth  all  the  fruits  of 
righteousness  which  are  by  Christ 
Jesus,  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  God  of 
grace,  for  the  revelation  Thou  hast 
made  of  thyself  to  us,  of  the  duties 
Thou  requirest  of  us,  and  of  the  bless¬ 
edness  which  Thou  hast  designed  for 
us,  in  the  gospel  of  thy  Son.  I  praise 
Thee,  that  Thou  didst  send  him  into 
the  world,  not  to  condemn  the  world, 
but  that  the  world,  through  him, might 
be  saved;  to  offer  pardon  and  forgive¬ 
ness  to  penitent  offenders;  to  point  out 
the  way  to  eternal  life  and  happiness, 
through  his  instructions  and  example; 
and  to  seal  the  promises  of  that  new 
covenant,  of  which  he  was  the  medi- 
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ator,  with  his  dying  blood.  And  as, 
by  thy  determinate  counsel  and  fore¬ 
knowledge,  he  was  delivered  up  to 
sufferings  and  death  for  our  offences, 
so  I  praise  Thee,  that  by  the  energy 
of  thy  mighty  power,  he  was  raised 
again  for  our  justification,  that  we 
might  have  the  fullest  assurance  of 
our  acceptance  with  God,  through 
him,  and  that  because  he  lives,  we 
might  live  also. 

Grant  me,  O  Lord,  I  beseech  Thee, 
a  saving  interest  in  the  blessed  fruits 
of  his  life  and  doctrine,  of  his  suffer¬ 
ings  and  death,  of  his  resurrection 
and  exaltation  at  thy  right  hand. 
And  for  this  end,  excite  and  cherish 
in  my  soul,  a  true,  lively  and  effica¬ 
cious  faith  in  him.  The  life  which  1 
live  in  the  flesh  I  would  desire  to  live 
by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me  and  gave  himself  for  me. 
And  O  that  the  great  and  interesting 
truths  which  he  has  brought  to  light 
in  his  glorious  gospel,  may  not  only 
gain  the  assent  of  my  understanding, 
but  sink  deep  into  my  heart,  and  have 
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a  commanding  influence  on  the  whole 
°f  iwy  conduct !  Let  me  imbibe  the 
spirit  as  well  as  the  doctrine  of  Je¬ 
sus,  my  gracious  Lord.  Let  the  same 
mind  be  in  me  which  was  also  in  him. 
May  I  take  his  yoke  upon  me,  and 
learn  of  him  who  was  meek  and  low¬ 
ly  of  heart,  that  so  I  may  find  rest  to 
my  soul.  And  help  me  to  walk  wor¬ 
thy  of  that  high  and  holy  calling, 
wherewith  he  has  called  me;  worthy 
of  the  great  and  important  privileges 
that  are  conferred  upon  me,  and  of 
the  glorious  hopes  that  are  set  before 
me. 

Raise  my  affections  more  and  more, 
blessed  God,  to  those  things  that  are 
above;  and  teach  me  to  moderate  my 
regard  to  all  inferior  and  sensible  ob¬ 
jects.  Free  me  from  all  inordinate 
cares  about  the  things  of  this  life; 
from  all  distrust  of  thy  good  provi¬ 
dence;  from  all  repining  language  and 
discontented  thoughts.  And  enable 
me  in  every  situation  and  circum¬ 
stance  of  life  to  be  not  only  patient 
and  resigned,  but  cheerful  and  thank- 
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ful;  knowing  that  all  tilings  are  or¬ 
dered  by  Thee  in  the  wisest  and  best 
manner,  and  so  as  shall  work  togeth¬ 
er  for  good  to  them  that  love  Thee. 

Most  gratefully  would  I  adore  that 
goodnessand  mercy  of  thine  that  have 
attended  me  all  my  days,  and  sup¬ 
plied  me  with  all  things  needful  to 
my  comfortable  subsistence  in  life. 
And  I  particularly  bless  Thee,  at  this 
time,  for  the  protection  and  supplies 
of  the  day  and  week  past.  Pardon, 
I  beseech  Thee,  whatever  fresh  guilt 
I  may  have  contracted  therein.  And 
as  one  day  and  week  is  passing  a- 
way  after  another  in  swift  succession, 
let  me  be  careful  to  redeem  the  time 
I  have  lost  or  mis  pent,  by  a  redoub¬ 
led  diligence  in  thy  service,,  for  the 
remainder  of  my  uncertain  life;  and 
to  improve  every  opportunity  of  do¬ 
ing  or  receiving  good,  and  of  prepar¬ 
ing  for  that  eternal  state  to  which  I 
am  hastening.  Continue  thy  watch¬ 
ful  care  over  me  this  night;  and  grant 
me  such  refreshing  sleep  as  may  fit 
me  for  serving  Thee  acceptably  and 
profitably  on  thy  own  day  ensuing. 
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And  O  Thou  common  father  of  man¬ 
kind,  permit  me  to  breathe  forth  my 
fervant  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  all 
my  brethren,  the  fellow  members  of 
that  great  family  of  thine  which  is 
spread  over  all  the  earth.  O  that  all 
might  be  partakers,  not  only  of  the 
bounties  of  thy  providence;  but  of 
the  richer  blessings  of  thy  grace; 
that  all  might  so  come  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  thy  truth,  as  to  be  saved 
according  to  thy  gracious  will, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  the  mediator 
between  God  and  man,  who  gave 
himself  to  be  a  ransom  for  ail,  to  be 
testified  in  due  time!  Let  all  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  every  where  flourish, 
and  also  abound  in  truth  and  peace, 
in  love,  and  in  all  good  works.  Let 
all  the  lands  of  the  whole  world,  and 
the  dominions  thereto  belonging,  be 
still  favored  by  thee;  and  let  the  in¬ 
habitants  thereof  be  careful  to  make 
a  better  improvement  of  thy  distin¬ 
guishing  favors.  Bless  our  rulers  and 
governors,  supreme  and  subordinate, 
and  make  their  administration  pro- 
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ductive  of  great  and  extensive  good. 
Give  success  to  the  labours  of  those 
who  preach  the  gospel  of  thy  Son,  in 
its  purity  and  simplicity;  and  may  the 
power  of  godliness  be  visible  in  the 
lives  of  all  professing  Christians. 
Have  mercy  on  such  as  are  in  afflic¬ 
tion;  and  afford  them  suitable  and 
seasonable  relief.  Bless  the  family 
to  which  I  belong;  may  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  it  be  graciously  regarded  by 
Thee;  and  may  all  my  friends  be  thine. 
Preserve  them  from  all  real  evil;  and 
delight  over  them  to  do  them  good. 

And  now  unto  him  who  is  able  to 
keep  us  from  falling,  and  to  present 
us  faultless  before  the  presence  of 
his  glory  with  exceeding  great  joy;  to 
the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  be 
glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and  pow¬ 
er,  both  now  and  forever— Amen. 
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Morning  devotions  for  the  Lord's 

day . 

HYMN  24.  C.  M .—St.  George's. 

¥  ORD,  in  the  morning  Thou  shalt  hear, 

^  My  voice  ascending  high; 

To  Thee  will  I  direct  my  prayer,  | 

To  Thee  lift  up  mine  eye. 

2  Up  to  the  hills  where  Christ  is  gone* 

To  plead  for  all  his  saints, 

Presenting  at  his  Father’s  throne 
Our  songs  and  our  complaints* 

3  Thou  art  a  God,  before  whose  sight 

The  wicked  shall  not  stand; 

Sinners  shall  ne’er  be  thy  delight, 

Nor  dwell  at  thy  right  hand. 

4  But  to  thy  house  will  I  resort, 

To  taste  thy  mercies  there; 

I  will  frequent  thy  holy  court. 

And  worship  in  thy  fear. 

5  0  may  thy  Spirit  guide  my  feet 

In  ways  of  righteousness! 

Make  ev’ry  path  of  duty  straight, 

And  plain  before  my  face. 

PRAYER  XXV. 

“If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath,  from 
doing  thy  pleasure  on  my  holy  day,  and  call  the  Sab¬ 
bath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honorable;  and 
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shalt  honor  him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  find* 
ing  thine  own  pleasure,  nor  speaking  thine  own 
words;  then  shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  the  Lord.’’ — 
Is.  58.  13. 

Almighty  God,  Maker  of  heaven 
and  earth !  Most  merciful  Father  and 
Author  of  all  good!  Inasmuch  as 
Thou  hast  set  apart  one  day  of  the 
week  and  dedicated  it  to  thy  service, 
how  reasonable  is  it  that  all  mankind 
should  honor  the  Sabbath,  and  keep 
it  holy  unto  Thee;  as  it  is  incumbent 
on  all  creatures  to  hearken  unto 
Thee,  and  obey  thy  commandments. 
But  alas!  I  must  confess,  that  I  have 
profaned  many  Sabbaths;  that  I  have 
often  been  a  hypocritical  professor  of 
thy  name;  a  forgetful  hearer  and  an 
awful  despiser  of  thy  word;  for  which, 
Thou  mightest  justly  have  given  me 
over,  to  hardness  of  heart  and  blind¬ 
ness  of  mind.  But  Thou,  O  God!  hast 
hitherto,  in  much  mercy  spared  me, 
and  permitted  me  to  enjoy  the  light 
of  another  Sabbath;  grant,  therefore, 
O  Lord,  that  I  may  duly  appreciate 

this  distinguished  favor;  and  as  Thou 
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hast  permitted  me,  to  behold  the  light 
of  this  day,  even  so  may  the  rays  of 
the  sun  of  righteousness  illuminate 
the  eyes  of  my  understanding.  En¬ 
lighten  and  govern  me  by  thy  good 
Spirit,  that  I  may  walk  in  all  holiness 
of  life  and  conduct  before  Thee,  this 
day;  teach  me  to  realize,  that  Thou 
hast  not  set  this  day  apart  and  com¬ 
manded  us  to  keep  it  holy,  to  indicate 
that  Thou  hast  pleasure  in  idleness, 
or  to  lead  us  to  imagine  that  thy  ser¬ 
vice  consists  in  resting  our  bodies; 
but  that  we  may  thereby  be  freed 
from  all  hindrances,  so  that  we  may 
devote  our  bodies,  souls  and  spirits  to 
thy  service.  Grant,  O  Father,  that  I 
may  ever  call  the  Sabbath  my  delight, 
and  spend  it  in  thy  fear;  that  I  may 
not  do  mine  own  works,  or  follow 
mine  own  will,  or  speak  mine  own 
words,  but  devote  it  wholly  to  thy  ser¬ 
vice.  For  this  purpose,  pour  out  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  O  God,  upon  me,  that  he 
may  illuminate  my  mind,  and  turn  my 
heart  entirely  unto  Thee,  and  thus 
draw  off  all  my  thoughts  and  desires 
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from  earth  and  earthly  objects,  and 
I  elevate  them  to  Thee,  and  serve  Thee 
]  with  my  whole  heart,  as  a  Spirit,  in 
!  spirit  and  in  truth.  Bless  all  the 
means  and  ordinances  of  thy  grace, 
which  I  may  this  day  enjoy,  to  my 
salvation.  Permit  me  to  exercise  a 
profound  reverence  in  prayer,  before 
thy  divine  majesty,  to  realize  my 
misery  as  a  sinner  before  God,  and  to 
exercise  an  unshaken  faith  in  thy 
J  divine  promises,  a  grateful  reinem- 
j  brance  of  all  past  favors,  and  a  sincere 
|  love  towards  my  neighbors. 

Open  Thou  mine  eyes  when  hearing 
thy  word,  that  I  may  behold  wonder- 
ous  things  out  of  thy  law;  unstop  mine 
ears,  that  I  may  hear  it  for  eternity, 
and  grant  me  an  obedient  heart,  that 
I  may  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of 
it.  Strengthen  and  sanctify  my  mem¬ 
ory  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  may  se¬ 
riously  meditate  upon  what  I  hear, 
and  treasure  it  up  in  a  good  and  hon¬ 
est  heart,  and  make  it  the  rule  of  my 
faith,  life  and  conduct,  so  that  I  may 
increase  in  knowledge,  grow  in  faith, 
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and  be  quickened  as  to  the  inner  man, 
and  bring  forth  all  the  fruits  of  good 
living,  and  improve  this  Sabbath, 
(which  is  a  type  of  that  rest  which  is 
eternal  in  the  heavens,)  as  a  blessed 
means  of  conducting  me  thither. 

O  Thou  great  Lord  of  the  Sabbath! 
sanctify  unto  me  this  day  of  rest.  Let  | 
thy  good  Spirit  rest  upon  me,  that  my 
soul  may  find  rest  in  Thee,  amidst  the 
fiery  trials  and  temptations,  with 
which  I  am  surrounded;  in  that  dread 
which  fills  me  with  terror,  so  that  I 
may  devote  all  the  powers  and  facul¬ 
ties  of  my  soul  and  body  to  the  con¬ 
templation  of  thy  works,  obeying  thy 
commandments,  calling  upon  thy 
name,  exalting  thine  almighty  power, 
praising  thy  condescension  and  grace, 
and  in  exercising  Christian  sympa¬ 
thy,  love  and  benevolence  towards 
all  my  fellow  creatures.  Grant,  O 
God,  that  1  may  walk  this  whole  day  f 
before  T^hee,  and  be  perfect;  that  I 
may  be  meek  in  all  my  conversation 
like  Moses;  that  I  may  seek  thy  holy 
face  like  him,  and  so  regulate  my 
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whole  life,  as  to  be  acceptable  in 
thy  sight,  here  on  earth,  and  when 
this  life  shall  have  been  terminated, 
i  be  introduced  into  that  rest  purchased 
land  prepared  for  me,  by  Christ  my 
'Redeemer,  to  spend  an  eternal  Sab¬ 
bath  in  the  enjoyment  of  unspeakable 
pleasures  at  thy  right  hand,  for  ever¬ 
more. — Amen. 


Morning  devotions  for  the  Lord’s 

day . 

H  \  MN  25.  7’s. — Hotham. 

SAFELY  through  another  week, 

God  has  brought  us  on  our  way; 

Let  us  now  a  blessing  seek, 

Waiting  in  his  courts  to-day: 

Day  of  all  the  week  the  best; 

Emblem  of  eternal  rest — 

Day  of  all  the  week  the  best; 

Emblem  of  eternal  rest. 

2  While  wre  seek  supplies  of  grace, 

Through  the  dear  Redeemer’s  name; 

Show  thy  reconciling  face — 

Take  away  our  sin  and  shame: 

From  our  worldly  cares  set  free, 

May  we  rest  this  day  in  Thee — 

From  our  worldly  cares  set  free, 

May  we  rest  this  dav  in  Thee. 
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2  oa 

3  Here  we  come  thy  name  to  praise, 

Let  ns  feel  thy  presence  near; 

May  thy  glory  meet  our  eyes, 

While  we  in  thy  house  appear: 

Here  afford  us,  Lord,  a  taste 

Of  our  everlasting  feast — 

Here  afford  us,  Lord,  a  taste 
Of  our  everlasting  feast. 

4  May  the  gospel’s  joyful  sound, 

Conquer  sinners,  comfort  saints;  | 

Make  the  fruits  of  grace  abound 
Bring  relief  from  all  complaints:  ^ 

Thus  let  all  our  Sabbaths  prove, 

Till  we  join  the  church  above — * 

Thus  let  all  our  Sabbaths  prove, 

Till  we  join  the  church  above, 

PRAYER  XXVI. 

Most  merciful  God  and  heavenly 
Father!  Be  graciously  pleased  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  my  most  unfeigned  thanks  and 
praises,  for  all  the  exhibitions  of  thy 
goodness  and  thy  grace,  bestowed  up¬ 
on  me,  from  my  earliest  infancy  to 
the  present  period  of  my  life,  and  es¬ 
pecially  for  watching  over  me  in  my 
defenseless  moments,  during  the  past 
night,  and  preserving  me  from  evil 
and  danger,  and  permitting  me  to  en- 
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joy  the  light  of  this'  day,  in  my  usual 
health  and  strength. 

Continue  to  govern  me,  O  God,  by 
thy  good  Spirit  and  thy  grace,  and 
make  me  both  ready  and  willing,  to 
spend  this  day  wholly  unto  the  Lord. 
When  I  enter  into  thy  house,  open 
Thou,  not  only  mine  ears  to  hearken 
unto  thy  word,  but  also  mine  heart  to 
comprehend  and  believe,  and  my 
mouth  to  call  upon  Thee,  in  praise 
and  supplication;  and  grant,  O  Lord, 
that  this  good  seed  may  not  fall  upon 
a  barren  and  unfruitful  soil,  but  that 
it  may  bring  forth  abundant  fruits  of 
faith,  love,  hope  and  new  obedience. 
Teach  me  also  how  to  spend  the  re¬ 
maining  days  of  my  life,  that  I  may 
not  spend  them  in  idleness,  sin  and 
transgression,  nor  in  vain  and  idle 
conversation,  or  the  mere  business  of 
this  world,  but  in  hearing,  reading 
and  meditating  on  thy  word,  singing 
thy  praises,  in  supplication  and  pray¬ 
er,  in  self-examination,  as  to  all  my 
thoughts,  words  and  desires,  pertain¬ 
ing  to  my  duties  towards  Thee,  my 
neighbor  and  myself. 
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Grant,  O  God,  that  I  may  in  such 
wise  meditate  upon  the  resurrection 
of  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
to  the  commemoration  of  which,  this 
day  is  set  apart,  that  I  may  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  arise  from  the  sleep  of  sin  and 
death  of  iniquities,  to  a  life  of  righte¬ 
ousness,  so  that  I  may,  in  the  great 
day  of  the  Lord,  be  raised  from  the 
silent  precincts  of  the  tomb,  to  an 
endless  life  of  glory  and  felicity;  and 
to  Thee  Father,  Son  and  ever  blessed 
Spirit,  be  all  the  praise  both  now  and 
forever.— Amen. 


Evening  devotions  for  the  Lord’s 

day. 

HYMN  26.  L.  M.  —  Wells. 

yWEET  is  the  work,  my  God,  my  King, 

^  To  praise  thy  name,  give  thanks  and  sing, 
To  show  thy  love  by  morning  light, 

And  talk  of  all  thy  truth  at  night. 

2  Sweet  is  the  day  of  sacred  rest, 

No  mortal  care  shall  seize  my  breast; 

O  may  my  heart  in  tune  be  found,  , 

Like  David’s  harp  of  solemn  sound. 
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8  My  heart  shall  triumph  in  the  Lord, 

And  bless  his  works,  and  bless  his  word; 

Thy  works  of  grace,  how  bright  they  shine! 
How  deep  thy  counsels!  how  divine! 

4  Fools  never  raise  their  thoughts  so  high; 

Like  brutes  they  live,  like  brutes  they  die; 
Like  grass  they  flourish,  ’till  thy  breath 
Blast  them  in  everlasting  death. 

PRAYER  XXVII. 

“He  that  loveth  me,keepeth  my  commandments.5’ 
John  14. 

Holy  and  righteous  art  Thou,  the 
everliving  and  Almighty  God!  Thou 
wast,  and  art,  and  shall  be  to  all  eter¬ 
nity,  the  unchangeable  Jehovah ! 
Sanctify,  O  God,  my  nature,  in  order 
that  I  may  be  enabled  to  sanctify  thy 
name.  As  Thou  permittest  me  to  en¬ 
joy  the  pleasant  fruits  of  thy  goodness 
and  compassion,  in  granting  me  life 
i  and  breath,  health  and  strength,  O 
j  impart  unto  me  such  a  measure  of  thy 
I  holiness,  as  will  enable  me  to  live  ana 
1  die  unto  Thee;  sanctity  all  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  my  heart,  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  my  soul,  the  words  of  my 
mouth,  and  the  works  of  my  hands, 
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that  they  may  all  be  acceptable  in 
thy  sight.  Sanctify  the  prayer  which 
I  offer  unto  Thee,  at  the  close  of  this 
thine  holy  Sabbath,  as  an  evening 
sacrifice,  and  prepare  me  to  render 
suitable  praises  and  thanksgivings 
unto  thy  great  and  holy  name. 

Especially  would  I  acknowledge, 
with  heart-felt  gratitude  and  thanks¬ 
giving,  as  a  special  proof  of  thy  love 
towards  me  an  unworthy  sinner,  that 
Thou  hast  permitted  me  to  enjoy  the 
privileges  and  means  of  engaging  this 
day,  in  thy  service,  and  to  sit  under 
the  droppings  of  thy  sanctuary  in  thy 
house,  and  to  join  with  thy  people,  to 
offer  unto  Thee  a  sacrifice  of  thanks¬ 
giving  and  praise,  to  acknowledge 
before  Thee  all  my  sins,  to  hear  thy 
blessed  word,  in  order  to  grow'  wise 
unto  salvation, to  confirm  my  hope  and 
confidence  in  the  promises  of  the  gos¬ 
pel,  and  to  inflame  my  heart  with  a 
holy  zeal  in  the  amendment  of  my 
w  hole  life. 

Grant,  O  Lord,  that  the  good  seed 
of  thy  holy  w  ord,  which  has  this  day 
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been  sown  into  my  heart,  may  not 
have  fallen  by  the  way  side,  so  as  to 
be  trodden  under  foot,  or  to  be  des¬ 
troyed  by  the  fowls  of  the  air,  or  up¬ 
on  stony  ground,  so  as  to  perish  under 
the  parching  rays  of  the  sun,  or  among 
j  the  thorns,  so  as  soon  to  be  choacked 
i  in  its  growth;  but  may  it  have  fallen 
on  fruitful  ground,  so  as  to  bring  forth 
fruit  an  hundred  fold,  to  the  honor 
and  glory  of  thy  holy  name,  and  to 
j  the  salvation  of  my  immortal  soul. 

And  grant,  O  most  gracious  and 
j  merciful  Father,  that  I  may  treasure 
up  thy  word,  and  the  instruction,  ad¬ 
monition  and  comfort  contained  in  it, 
in  my  heart  like  Mary  of  old;  that  it 
may  cause  a  holy  burning  within  me, 

!  like  unto  the  two  disciples  on  the  way 
to  Emaus;  that  it  may  incite  me  to 
search  the  scriptures,  like  the  Be- 
reans,  and  cause  me  to  rejoice  like 
unto  the  Ethiopean  Eunuch;  and  that 
I  may  so  improve  it  in  life,  sufferings 
and  death,  that  my  ignorance  may  be 
|  removed,  my  drowsiness  be  dispelled, 
and  that  I  may  be  guarded  against 
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all  selfishness  and  sin;  that  I  may  over¬ 
come  all  temptation,  suppress  all  sin¬ 
ful  desires,  and  be  comforted  amidst 
all  my  crosses  and  tribulations.  Grant 
also,  that  it  may  prove  the  strength 
of  my  heart  in  death,  and  an  unequiv¬ 
ocal  pledge  of  everlasting  happiness 
and  salvation. 

But  inasmuch,  O  Lord,  as  all  our 
performances,  and  even  the  services 
of  this  day,  are  imperfect  and  par¬ 
take  of  sin,  even  the  hearing  of  thy 
word,  the  weakness  of  my  faith,  and 
the  imperfection  of  my  obedience  to 
thy  will  and  commandments,  O  par¬ 
don  Thou,  all  my  short-comings  in 
thy  sight  and  service,  for  the  sake  of 
thy  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

And  as  this  is  a  day  of  the  Son  of 
Man,  on  which  he,  by  his  resurrec¬ 
tion,  overcame  death,  and  sealed  the 
forgiveness  of  my  sins,  and  imparted 
unto  me  a  lively  hope  of  an  inherit¬ 
ance,  incorruptable,  undefiled  and 
which  fadeth  not  away;  O  be  pleased, 
gracious  God,  so  to  enlighten  and 
sanctify  my  heart,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
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I  that  I  may  ever  bear  in  mind,  that 
l  with  thy  Son,  Thou  hast  given  me  all 
things,  and  made  me  a  participator 
of  thy  heavenly  grace,  of  his  precious 
i  merits,  and  all  the  pleasures  of  thy 
I right  hand  forevermore. 


And,  O  Jesus,  Thou  Son  of  the 
living  God,  as  Thou  art  offered  unto 
me  on  this  holy  day,  nay,  wert  ex¬ 
hibited  to  me  in  the  preaching  of  thy 
gospel,  as  crucified  for  my  sins,  0 
grant  me  grace  rightly  to  know 
Thee,  cordially  love  Thee,  and  to  de¬ 
rive  constant  supplies  of  comfort  from 
a  participation  in  the  rich  blessings 
‘  flowing  from  thy  sufferings  and  death, 
so  that  I  may  be  enabled  steadfastly 
to  follow  Thee,  through  evil  as  well 
!  as  through  good  report,  t  whilst  so¬ 
journing  here  in  this  vale  of  tears, 
until  Thou  shalt  at  last  introduce  me 


into  thy'  Father’s  house,  forever  to 
dwell  with  Thee,  to  behold  and  par¬ 
ticipate  with  Thee,  in  all  thy  glory.— 

Amen. 
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Evening  devotions  for  the  Lord’s 

dag. 

II  Y  M  N  27.  C.  M. — Melody.  \ 

"OpTlEN,  O  dear  Jesus,  when  shall  I  j 

Behold  thee  all  serene; 

Blest  in  perpetual  Sabbath  day,  1 

Without  a  veil  between? 

2  Assist  me  while  I  wander  here 

Amidst  a  world  of  cares; 

Incline  my  heart  to  pray  with  love, 

And  then  accept  my  prayTs. 

3  Thy  Spirit,  O  my  Father  give,  i 

To  be  my  guide  and  friend; 

To  light  my  path  to  ceaseless  joys. 

Where  Sabbaths  never  end.  | 

PRAYER  XXVIII. 

O  most  indulgent  God  and  Father! 
how  shall  I  make  suitable  returns  of 
gratitude  unto  thee,  for  all  the  exhib¬ 
itions  of  thy  grace  and  goodness, 
which  Thou  hast  bestowed  upon  me 
through  this  thy  holy  day,  which  has 
now  come  to  a  close?  Thou  hast  not 
only  preserved  my  life,  and  furnished 
me  with  food  and  raiment,  but  also 
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permitted  me  to  enjoy  thy  holy  word, 
as  the  Bread  which  cometh  down 
from  heaven,  to  nourish  and  refresh 
my  immortal  soul;  and  hast  not  only 
exhibited  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
(whose  righteousness  is  ever  spot- 
j  less  and  sufficient  to  clothe  my  soul 
and  present  it  without  blemish  before 
|  thy  face,)  but  also  offered  him  unto 
j  me  in  all  his  preciousness  and  ful¬ 
ness.  Thou  hast  made  plain  before 
i  mine  eyes,  the  way  of  salvation,  and 
I  hast  assured  me  of  the  influences  of 
j  thy  Holy  Spirit.  Thou  hast  comfort¬ 
ed  my  troubled  soul,  by  the  promises 
of  thy  word,  and  hast  awakened  up 
the  drowsy  faculties  of  my  soul. 

O!  that  I  may  ever  remember,  the 
consolations  admonitions  and  warn¬ 
ings,  which  I  have  this  day  heard, 
from  the  mouth  of  thy  ministering 
j  servants,  and  regulate  all  my  tho’ts, 
)  words  and  deeds;  so  as  to  prove  to  all 
around,  that  I  am  not  only  a  profes¬ 
sor  but  also  a  possessor  of  godliness; 
so  that  I  may  enjoy  peace  of  con¬ 
science,  may  live  to  thy  glory,  and  at 

f  i  !  : 


last  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  and  ji 
my  last  end  be  like  his.  Assist  me, 
O  God!  by  thy  Spirit,  and  for  this  pur-  j 
pose,  write  thy  law  upon  the  tablet  of 
my  heart;  inspire  in  my  soul  a  longing 
desire  after  holiness,  and  encourage 
my  heart  to  yield  unto  Thee,  a  cheer¬ 
ful  and  unreserved  obedience.  Pre¬ 
serve  me  through  the  silent  watches 
of  this  night  from  all  manner  oi  evil 
and  danger,  especially  from  all  sin¬ 
ful  thoughts  and  desires;  and  permit 
me,  if  it  be  thy  holy  will,  to  rise  on 
the  coming  morning,  in  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  my  usual  health  and  strength. 
But  shouldst  thou  have  otherwise  or¬ 
dained  it,  O  above  all  things,  grant 
unto  me  a  happy  exit  from  time  to  eter¬ 
nity,  in  permitting  me  to  fall  asleep 
in  Jesus.  For  his  sake,  forgive  me 
all  my  sins,  and  grant  unto  me,  an  a- 
bundant  entrance  into  the  kingdom 
of  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
where  I  shall  in  company  with  all  the 
saints  and  angels  around  thy  throne, 
spend  a  happy  eternity,  la  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  praises  of  God  and  the  Lamb 
without  intermission— Amen. 
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Devotions  for  Monday  Morning 

HYMN  28.  8,  S,  6. — Anticipation. 

*jT|NCE  more  my  eyes  behold  the  day, 
v  And  to  my  God  my  soul  would  pay 
Its  tributary  lays; 

O  may  the  life  preserved  by  Thee, 

With  all  its  powers,  and  blessings  be 
Devoted  to  thy  praise. 

2  Beneath  the  shadow  of  thy  wings, 

(Israel's  great  keeper  King  of  kings,) 

My  weary  head  found  rest: 

No  dire  alarms,  or  racking  pains, 

Devouring  flames,  or  galling  chains, 

Disturb  my  peaceful  breast. 

3  How  many  since  I  laid  me  down 
Have  launched  into  a  w  orld  unknown* 

To  meet  a  dreadful  doom; 

While  some  on  wat’ry  billows  tossed, 

Or  wrandTing  on  an  unknown  coast, 

Have  sigh-d  in  vain  for  home. 

4  But,  I  am  spared  to  see  thy  face, 

A  monument,  of  saving  grace, 

And  live  to  praise  thy  name: 

Still  be  thou  near,  my  gracious  Lord, 

To  keep  and  guide;  and  by  thy  w’ord5 
Peace  to  my  soul  proclaim. 

5  Let  me  enjoy  thy  presence  here 
In  ev’rv  storm  my  heart  to  cheer, 

Till  Thou  shall  bid  me  rise,  „ 
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Where  sin  and  sorrow  never  come? 

Till  at  my  blest  eternal  home* 

I  wake  in  sweet  surprise. 

PRAYER  XXIX. 

“Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord;  I  will  walk  in  thy 
truth:  unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name.”  Ps.  86,  11, 

O  Almighty  Father,  maker  of  Hea¬ 
ven  and  earth!  From  the  inmost  re¬ 
cesses  of  my  soul,  would  I  thank  Thee 
for  permitting  me  to  lay  me  down, 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings,  to  en¬ 
joy  the  repose  of  the  past  night,  and 
to  arise  this  morning  in  health  and 
strength,  to  enjoy  the  cheerful  saluta¬ 
tions  of  the  light  of  this  morning.  I 
have  now  enjoyed  another  sabbath, 
which  is  past  and  gone;  and  am  bro’t 
by  thy  good  providence,  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  another  day  of  the 
week;  O  Lord  be  pleased  to  blot  out, 
with  the  past  night,  for  Jesus’  sake, 
all  my  sins  and  transgressions,  and 
cast  them  far  behind  Thee,  into  the  O- 
cean  of  oblivion.  Enable  me  by  thy 
grace,  to  commence  the  labours  and 
duties  of  this  day  with  cheerfulness, 
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and  grant,  that  as  I  spent  the  Sabbath 
!  in  worshipping  Thee  as  a  Spirit,  in 
spirit  and  in  truth;  so  may  I  spend 
this  and  all  the  other  days  of  the  en- 
!  suing  week,  in  an  uninterrupted  at¬ 
tention  to  the  duties  of  my  calling. 

|  Bless  and  establish,  O  Father,  the 
work  of  my  hands,  and  may  I  never 
!  be  forgetful  of  Thee,  but  in  all  the  la¬ 
bours  of  the  day,  accomplish  thy  holy 
I  will,  live  blameless  in  thy  sight,  in  all 
I  situations  and  circumstances  of  life, 
be  fervent  in  prayer,  patient  under 
j  tribulation,  hope  in  thy  mercy,  and 
I  when  my  great  change  shall  come, 
may  I  fall  sweetly  asleep  in  Jesus. 

I  Assist  me  this  day  and  all  the  days  of 
<  my  life,  with  power  from  on  high,  to 
watch  against  and  withstand  all  the  fi- 
!  ery  temptations  of  the  world,  the  flesh 
;  and  the  devil,  and  enable  me  to  sub- 
I  due  all  the  combined  enemies  of  my 
soul,  and  thus  keep  myself  pure  from 
the  polutions  of  an  ungodly  world, 
i  And,  O  God!  as  thou  didst  on  this  day 
of  the  week  create  the  firmament,  the 
place  of  heavenly  light,  whence  all 
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tlyy  creatures  enjoy  this  inestimable 
blessing  according  to  their  diff  erent  I 
species,  0  be  pleased  to  grant  unto 
my  soul  the  light  of  thy  word,  that  I 
may  continually  walk  before  thee,  in 
all  uprightness,  in  the  way  of  grace  and 
peace,  that  I  may  not  stumble.  Grant, 
in  much  mercy,  that  the  clearness  of 
this  light,  which  dissipates  the  moral 
mists  and  darkness  of  the  understand¬ 
ing,  overcomes  the  stubbornness  of  the 
will,  purifies  the  unholy  desires  of  the 
heart,  and  proves  a  guide  to  the  feet, 
may  never  become  darkness  in  me, be¬ 
cause  my  deeds  are  evil;  but  preserve 
and  increase  unto  me,  O  thou  Father 
of  lights!  this  blessed  Light  of  life  and 
salvation,  which  shows  me  so  clearly, 
thatby  nature  and  practice  I  am  noth¬ 
ing  but  impurity;  that  my  life  is  fil¬ 
led  with  vanity,  that  infirmities  a- 
wait  me  in  death,  and  that  in  the  cold 

frave  to  which  I  am  hastening,  my 
ody  shall  become  food  for  corrup¬ 
tion,  earth  and  worms;  that  of  myself 
I  have  nothing,  and  without  Christ’s 
strengthening  me,  I  am  not  able  to 
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think  a  good  thought,  speak  a  good 
word,  or  do  a  good  deed;  that  I  am 
moreover  surrounded  with  many  en¬ 
emies;  exposed  to  storms,  to  all  man¬ 
ner  of  crosses,  tribulations  and  ad  ver¬ 
sities,  so  long  as  I  remain  the  tem- 
pestous  billows  of  time  ;  that  for 
the  few  seasons  of  joy  and  pleasure 
which  I  enjoy,  I  have  to  endure 
much  dishonor  and  anxiety ;  and  for 
short  seasons  of  refreshing,  I  am  sub¬ 
ject  to  long  and  tedious  sufferings  of 
pain  and  anguish.  Grant  therefore,  O 
Lord,  that  this  knowledge  of  my  situ¬ 
ation,  as  a  probationer  on  this  thy 
footstool,  may  ever  tend  to  increase 
my  zeal  and  diligence,  in  working 
out  my  soul’s  salvation,  with  fear  and 
trembling,  whilst  I  continually  look 
unto  thee,  to  work  in  me,  to  will  and 
to  do,  according  to  thine  own  good 
pleasure.  And,  as  we  call  this  Mon¬ 
day*  preserve  me  0  Lord  from  being 
as  changeable  in  the  work  of  godli¬ 
ness,  as  the  moon  is  in  light;  but  grant 

-  *The  days  of  the  week  are  called  after  the  Sun, 

|  Moon,  and  Planets. 
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that  I  may  continually,  not  decline, 
but  grow  in  holiness;  thus  increasing 
in  the  grace  and  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  as  con¬ 
stantly  as  I  increase  in  days  and  years, 
until  the  light  of  my  faith,  be  as  the 
full  moon  and  all  my  walk  and  conver¬ 
sation  shall  be  pleasing  in  thy  sight,  0 
Lord  my  Strength  and  my  Redeemer. 

And  as  Thou,  O  God,  didst  on  this 
day  of  the  week,  create  the  clouds, 
that  they  might  pour  out  rain  upon 
the  earth,  even  so  be  pleased  to  pour 
out  a  fruitful  shower  of  thy  grace, 
upon  my  heart,  to  remove  its  hardness 
and  barrenness,  that  thy  word  may 
take  deep  root,  spring  forth  in  a  joy¬ 
ful  hope,  and  expand  in  cordial  love, 
and  finally  bring  forth  the  saving 
fruits  of  all  good  works. 

Thou  didst  also,  on  this  day,  divide 
the  waters  of  the  firmament  from  the 
waters  of  the  earth.  Be  pleased,  in 
like  manner,  O  God !  by  thy  grace,  to 
divide  and  scatter  the  floods  of  tribu¬ 
lation,  that  they  may  not  overflow  my 
soul. 


'  ■  '  ' 
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|  Thou  didst  finally,  on  this  day,  cre¬ 
ate  the  pure  air,  without  which  1 
I  could  not  for  a  moment  live,  move  or 
|  even  breathe.  O  then  be  pleased, 
j  gracious  God,  to  breathe  forth  upon 
i  me,  the  influences  of  thy  grace  and 
Spirit,  without  which  all  my  prayers, 
sighs  and  devotion,  must  immediately 
expire,  and  my  soul  must  soon  loose 
all  necessary  power  and  disposition 
to  engage  in  thy  service. 

Grant  me,  O  heavenly  Father,  that 
so  long  as  I  draw  breath,  I  may  also 

I  experience  the  life-giving  and  saving 
effects  of  thy  grace,  to  enable  me  to 
live  unto  Thee  and  in  thy  service,  and 
to  laud,  magnify  and  adore  thy  holy 
name  to  all  eternity. — Amen. 


Morning  devotions  for  Monday . 

HYMN  29.  L.  M. — Park-Street. 

|D|EHOLD,  the  sun  adorns  the  sky, 

And  darts  his  cheering  rays  on  high; 
From  east  to  west,  in  glorious  march, 

He  gilds  the  wide  expansive  arch. 
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2  The  warbling  larks,  in  triumph  mount* 
And  all  the  scenes  of  morn  recount; 
While  sounding  groves  and  valleys  ring, 
With  praise  to  heav’n’s  eternal  King. 

8  Begin,  my  soul  the  morning  song; 

Let  thankfulness  inspire  thy  tongue; 

The  kindness  of  thy  God  proclaim, 

And  tell  the  wonders  of  his  name. 


4 
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Sing  how  his  hand  thy  life  defends* 
And  for  thy  guard  his  angel  sends: 

In  grateful  praise  his  name  adore, 

When  fleeting  days  shall  be  no  more, 

.  * 

les,0  my  God!  thy  glorious  name, 
My  soul  shall  thro’  the  day  proclaim; 
I’ll  bear  thy  kindness  on  my  heart, 
While  ev’ry  pow’r  performs  its  part.] 


PRAYER  1X1. 

O  Almighty  God  and  heavenly  Fa- 
ther!  whose  tender  mercies  and  love, 
are  renewed  unto  me  every  morning. 
With  shame  and  confusion  of  face,  I 
must  acknowledge  before  Thee,  that 
I  daily  transgress  thy  will  and  coni” 
mandments,  and  provoke  Thee  with 
my  sins,  and  yet  Thou  continuest  to 
bestow  innumerable  benefits  upon  me. 
I  wander  daily  away  from  Thee,  the 
best  of  friends  and  benefactors,  and 
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Thou  drawest,  generally  through  the 
instrumentality  of  mild  means,  as,  by 
exhibitions  of  thy  exuberant  good¬ 
ness,  as  so  many  cords  of  love,  again 
into  thy  favor.  Thou  hast  afforded 
me  a  sweet  and  refreshing  repose,  by 
spreading  over  me  the  banners  of  thy 
protecting  love,  through  the  past 
night.  I  would,  therefore,  entreat 
Thee  to  take  me  into  thy  holy  care 
and  keeping,  through  this  day,  and 
all  the  remaining  days  of  my  life,  and 

fuide  and  govern  me,  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  in  such  wise,  that  all  I  under¬ 
take  and  do,  may  be  consistent  with 
thy  word  and  will,  and  thus,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties,  both  of  my 
profession  and  Christianity,  I  may  be 
continually  engaged  in  working  out 
my  souPs  salvation. 

.As  Thou  didst  this  day,  create  the 
firmament,  and  divide  the  waters  from 
each  other;  O  be  pleased,  to  separate 
from  me,  whatever  is  calculated  to 
polute  my  body  or  soul  with  sin,  and 
confirm  me  in  true  faith  and  godli¬ 
ness.  Forbid.  O  God,  that  either  sa- 
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tan,  with  his  temptations  and  blasphe¬ 
mies,  or  the  world,  with  its  allure¬ 
ments  and  vanities,  or  my  own  cor¬ 
rupt  nature,  by  indulging  in  sins  and 
transgressions,  should  ever  succeed 
in  separating  me  from  thy  communion 
and  love,  or  from  a  personal  interest 
in  the  precious  merits  of  the  dear  Re¬ 
deemer;  but  guide  me  by  thine  unerr¬ 
ing  counsel,  so  that  I  may  continually 
cleave  fast  unto  Thee,  and  continue 
faithful  in  thy  service  until  death,  so 
that  I  may,  in  this  life,  hope  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  crown  of  eternal  life  and 
glory,  and  after  death,  I  may  not  fail 
to  enjoy  all  the  precious  anticipations 
of  my  faith  and  hope  in  Christ  Jesus 
the  glorious  Author  of  my  salvation. 

Grant,  also,  to  my  brethren  of  man¬ 
kind,  the  same  blessings  which  I  im¬ 
plore  for  myself;  enlighten  the  ignor¬ 
ant,  comfort  the  distressed,  convert 
the  unconverted,  raise  up  the  bowed 
down,  and  bring  us  all,  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  everlasting  life  and  glory, 
through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.— Amen. 
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Evening  devotions  for  Monday. 

HYMN  30.  8.  8.  6.  —  IVillowby . 

“]fcTO  farther  go  to  night,  hut  stay, 

Dear  Saviour,  till  the  break  of  day; 

Turn  in,  dear  Lord,  with  me; 

And  in  the  morning  when  I  wake, 

Me  in  thine  arms,  dear  Jesus,  take, 

And  I’ll  go  on  with  Thee. 

2  Now,  Lord,  be  with  us  on  our  way; 

Unveil  thy  face,  thine  arm  display, 

Thy  glory  let  us  prove: 

I)o  Thou,  dear  Saviour,  with  us  walk* 
That  while  with  Thee  we  sweetly  talk, 
Our  hearts  may  burn  with  love, 

3  May  we  in  faith  still  journey  on, 

Till  we  arrive  where  Thou  art  gone; 

And  see  thy  face  in  heav’n; 

Then,  when  in  glory  we  shall  meet, 

In  what  sweet  concert  shall  we  sit, 

And  sing  of  sins  forgiv’n. 


Ey  •yES-  '  PRAYER  XXXI. 

“But  as  for  me,  my  prayer  is  unto  Thee,  0  Lord, 
in  an  acceptable  time:  O  God,  in  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercy,  hear  me,  in  the  truth  of  thy  salvation.5’ — Ps. 
69.  13. 

O  eternal  and  holy  God,  and  most 
merciful  Father  in  Christ  Jesus  the 
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Redeemer!  I  thine  unworthy  and  un-  J 
profitable  servant  (or  hand-maid)  ac¬ 
knowledge,  with  unfeigned  humility, 
that  I  am  a  great  and  grievous  sinner, 
that  I  have  transgressed  all  thy  holy 
commandments,  and  alas!  have  this 
day,  by  sins,  committed  in  thoughts, 
words  and  deeds,  increased  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  mine  iniquities.  To  the  riches 
of  thy  goodness,  forbearance  and  long-  J 
suffering,  am  I  entirely  indebted,  for 
being  spared  in  the  land  of  the  living, 
and  that  I  have  not  been,  long  since, 
cut  down,  and  cast  into  that  lake,, 
which  burnetii  with  fire  and  brim¬ 
stone,  there  to  receive  the  just  re¬ 
wards  of  my  demerits.  ’  ! 

Thou,  O  Lord,  knowest  all  my  sins, 
and  mine  iniquities  are  all  open  be¬ 
fore  Thee.  My  heart  condemns  me 
on  account  of  them,  but  Thou,  O  Lord, 
art  much  greater  than  my  heart,  and 
knowest  all  things,  and  yet  Thou  ex- 
ercisest  much  forbearance  and  long- 
suffering  towards  me,  and  hast  feven 
condescended  to  promise  me  the  par¬ 
don  of  all  my  sins,  for  Christ’s  sake, 
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on  condition  of  my  repentance  and 
true  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Therefore,  would  I  take  my  flight  un¬ 
to  Thee,  and  appeal  from  the  throne 
of  thy  justice,  righteousness  and  spot¬ 
less  holiness,  to  the  throne  of  thy 
mercy  and  grace,  which  are  infinitely 
greater  than  all  my  sins,  and  I  beseech 
Thee,  most  fervently,  to  look  down 
upon  me,  in  the  face  of  thine  anoint¬ 
ed  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  in  whom  Thou 
art  ever  well  pleased. 

I  would  moreover  render  Thee  spe¬ 
cial  praises  and  thanksgiving  O  God! 
for  the  many  instances  of  thy  favor 
towards  me  through  the  day  which 
has  just  come  to  a  close.  Thou  hast 
spread  over  me  the  banners  of  thy 
protecting  love,  and  hast  guarded  me 
from  evil  and  danger,  and  hast  grant¬ 
ed  me  many  visitations  of  mercy  and 
grace,  and  I  beseech  Thee,  Parent  in 
heaven,  to  take  me  into  thy  holy  care 
and  keeping,  through  the  coming 
night,  so  that  S  maybe  preserved  from 
all  the  power  of  the  devil.  Permit 
me  in  thy  name,  to  both  lay  me  down 
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and  sleep;  let  no  ill  dreams  disturb 
my  repose,  no  unnecessary  cares  op¬ 
press  my  mind,  nor  sinful  thoughts 
trouble  my  soul.  Preserve  my  body 
from  pain  and  sickness,  my  food  from 
every  thing  injurious  to  health;  and 
those  who  are  near  and  dear  unto  me 
from  trouble  and  distress,  and  keep  us 
all  as  the  apple  of  thine  eye.  And  if 
it  be  consistent  with  thy  holy  will, 
permit  me  to  arise  on  the  coming 
morning,  in  health  and  strength,  fit¬ 
ted  for  the  duties  of  the  day,  to  the 
praise  of  thy  most  worthy  name,  to 
the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  my 
fellow  creatures,  and  mine  own  best 
interests  in  Christ  Jesus  ou  Rredeem- 
er  to  everlasting  salvation. 

Thou,  O  blessed  Saviour,  didst,  on 
the  last  Monday  of  thy  sojourning 
on  earth,  curse  the  barren  fig  tree, 
because  it  brought  forth  leaves,  with¬ 
out  fruit,  and  afterwards  purified  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  didst  teach 
and  perform  miracles  therein.  I  ac¬ 
knowledge,  with  humility,  that  I  have 
also  been  too  unfruitful  in  good  works 
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and  that  I  have  brought  forth  more 
leaves  than  fruit.  My  heart,  which 
should  ever  be  a  holy  temple  and 
dwelling  place  for  Thee,  through  a 
lively  faith  in  thy  blood,  is,  alas!  too 
full  of  all  manner  of  simple  thoughts, 
lusts  and  desires. 

I  am,  alas!  more  blind  in  mind  in 
divine  things,  and  more  lame  in  the 
faculties  of  my  soul,  in  obeying  thy 
precepts,  than  those  blind  and  lame, 
which  Thou  didst  heal  in  the  temple, 
and  therefore,  deserve  to  be  cursed 
like  unto  the  barren  fig-tree,  and  to 
be  excluded  from  the  fellowship  of 
thy  people.  But  1  entreat  Thee,  O 
blessed  Saviour,  to  have  mercy  oil 
me,  and  exercise  forbearance  to¬ 
wards  me,  in  my  imperfections,  and 
j  barrenness,  teach  me  thy  will,  heal 
all  my  spiritual  sickness,  purify  and 
sanctify  my  soul,  from  all  evil  pro¬ 
pensities,  prepare  my  heart  to  be  an 
acceptable  dwelling  place,  and  dwell 
therein,  as  in  thy  temple.  Make  me 
fruitful,  as  a  tree  planted  by  the  water 
brooks!  which  brings  forth  its  fruit  in 
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due  season,  and  whose  leaves  never 
wither;  open,  also,  the  eyes  of  my 
mind,  that  I  may  rightly  know  Thee, 
and  learn  thy  will. 

Perfect  thy  strength  in  my  weak¬ 
ness,  and  guide  me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  ; 
that  I  may  dedicate  all  the  faculties 
of  my  soul  and  body  to  thy  service. 
When  Thou  didst  heal  the  sick  and 
afflicted  in  the  temple,  the  children 
cried  out  hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David! 
whilst  the  high  priest  and  the  scribes 
were  enraged  against  Thee,  and  plot-  j 
ted  thy  destruction.  O  be  pleased, 
gracious  Lord,  to  assimilate  me,  in 
disposition,  to  those  little  ones,  and 
preserve  me,  in  much  mercy,  from  the 
angry  and  inhuman  passion,  evinced 
by  the  high  priest  and  scribes.  Grant 
that  I  may  ever  learn  more  and  more 
of  Thee,  in  and  from  thy  works,  and 
ever  confide  in  Thee,  as  the  only  and 
true  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  with 
joy  spread  thy  praise  abroad,  and 
rejoice,  when  Thou  dost  good  unto 
my  brethren  of  Mankind;  and  may  I 
be  induced  to  imitate  thy  blessed  ex- 
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ample  fo  love  and  good-will  towards 
men,  and  love  Thee,  that  I  may  en¬ 
joy  thy  love,  both  in  time  and  lor  eter¬ 
nity. — Amen. 


Evening  devotions  for  Monday . 


HYMN  31.  8>  7. —  Vesper  Hymn. 


T  ORD,  with  glowing  heart  Pd  praise  Thee, 
^  For  the  bliss  thy  love  bestows; 

For  the  pardoning  grace  that  saves  me, 
And  the  peace  that  from  it  flows: 

Help,  0  Lord,  my  weak  endeavor, 

This  dull  soul  to  rapture  raise: 

Them  must  light  the  flame,  or  never 
Can  my  love  be  warm’d  to  praise. 


2  Praise,  my  soul,  the  God  that  sought  thee 
Wretched  wand’rer,  far  astray; 

Found  thee  lost,  and  kindly  brought  thee 
From  the  paths  of  death  away: 

Praise,  with  love’s  devoutest  feeling, 

Him  who  saw  thy  guilt-born  fear, 

And,  the  light  of  hope  revealing, 

Bade  the  blood-stain’d  cross  appear. 


3  Lord  this  bosom’s  ardent  feeling 
Vainly  would  my  lips  express: , 

Low  before  thy  footstool  kneeling, 
Deign  the  suppliant’s  prayer  to  bless: 
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Lei  thy  grace*  my  soul  s  chief  treasure* 

Love’s  pure  flame  within  me  raise; 

And  since  words  can  never  measure,  1 

Let  my  life  show  forth  thy  praise. 

■  H 

PRAYER  XXXII. 

O  Lord  God  and  heavenly  Father ! 

I  would  approach  unto  Thee,  at  pres¬ 
ent,  to  oiler  up  unto  Thee,  my  even¬ 
ing  sacrifices  of  gratitude  and  praise. 
Thou  hast  exhibited  unto  me  so  many 
instances  of  thy  goodness,  that  I  am 
utterly  unable  to  recount  before  Thee, 
the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies, 
towards  me,  and  I  am  much  less  able 
to  make  suitable  returns  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  for  all  thy  benefits.' 
Thou  hast  given  and  preserved  my 
life,  and  hast  cast  my  lot  in  a  Christ¬ 
ian  land,  and  hast  thus  permitted  me 
to  be  born,  as  it  were  in  the  bosom  of 
thy  church,  to  be  initiated  into  that 
sacred  community,  already  in  infancy 
by  holy  baptism,  and  to  be  brought  up 
by  Christian  parents.  Thou  hast, 
moreover,  as  I  trust,  chosen  me  in 
Christ  Jesus,  from  the  foundation  of 
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the  world,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  re- 

*  * 

deemed  me  by  his  blood,  called  me  by 
his  holy  word,  begotten  me  again  un¬ 
to  a  lively  hope  by  thy  good  Spirit, 
and  hast  ever  treated  me  as  thy  child, 
and  hast  preserved  me  this  day  from 
innumerable  dangers  and  accidents, 
from  enemies  and  adversaries,  and 
especially  from  the  subtile  and  fiery 
temptations  of  satan,  a  deceitful  world 
and  my  own  corrupt  flesh  and  blood. 
Thanks  be  unto  Thee,  O  God,  for  this 
unmerited  mercy;  O  be  pleased,  bless¬ 
ed  God,  to  lay  around  and  underneath, 
both  me  and  mine,  the  arms  of  thy 
everlasting  love,  and  protect  us  col* 
lectively  and  individually,  through 
the  silent  watches  of  this  night,  that 
we  may  enjoy  a  refreshing  repose, 
and  awake  in  the  morning,  in  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  our  usual  health  and 
strength.  Thou  didst,  O  blessed  Re¬ 
deemer,  on  the  last  Monday  of  thy 
earthly  pilgrimage,  retire  to  Bethany, 
to  tarry  over  night,  in  the  house  of 
Simon  the  leper,  O  be  pleased,  also, 
to  take  up  thine  abode  with  me,  this 


PRAYER  XXXII. 


23d 

night,  and  dwell,  not  only  through 
this  night,  but  forever  within  my  un¬ 
worthy  heart;  and  inasmuch  as  it  is 
by  nature  impure,  be  pleased  to 
cleanse  it  by  thy  Spirit,  from  all  the 
potations  of  sin,  and  receive  me  at 
last  into  thy  house  into  those  blessed 
mansions,  which  Thou  hast  prepared 
for  me,  and  all  thy  dear  people  in 
heaven. — Amen. 


Morning  devotions  for  Tuesday . 

HYMN  32.  P.  M.  7 ,6,—Romainc. 

rpo  Thee,  in  each  bright  morning, 

Father  of  all,  we  pray; 

While  thought  and  and  fancy  drawing, 

Lead  on  the  rising  day; 

To  Thee,  in  life’s  last  even, 

We’ll  tune  our  feebler  breath;  t 
Hear  all  our  sins  forgiven, 

And  softly  sleep  in  death. 

2  When  from  death’s  sleep  we  ’waken. 

No  fears  shall  us  surprise; 

All  earthly  things  forsaken, 

What  joys  shall  meet  our  eyes? 
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With  raptures  then  increasing. 

For  ever  well  rejoice; 

And  praises  never-ceasing, 

Shall  wake  each  tuneful  voice. 

PRAYER  XXXIII. 

«  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will;  for  Thou  art  my  God; 
thy  Spirit  is  good;  lead  me  into  the  land  of  upright¬ 
ness.” — Ps.  143. 

O  Almighty  God  and  merciful  Fa¬ 
ther,  I  would  render  Thee  most  hear¬ 
ty  thanks,  for  the  fatherly  protection 
extended  unto  me  through  the  past 
night;  Thou  hast  preserved  my  soul 
from  fear  and  anxiety,  my  body  from 
disease,  my  life  from  death,  my  food 
from  all  injuriousness,  my  conscience 
from  offence,  my  honor  from  shame, 
and  all  that  I  am  and  possess  from  in¬ 
jury  and  accident;  and  now  in  thine 
abounding  love  and  mercy,  which  is 
better  than  life,  Thou  hast  permitted 
me  to  rise  from  my  bed  of  repose 
in  perfect  health,  to  behold  the  light 
of  this  morning.  In  thy  name,  O  Lord, 
will!  now  commence  the  business  of 
this  day,  according  to  thy  will,  and 
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entreat  Thee,  that  as  Thou  hast  been 
my  Preserver  from  evil  and  danger 
through  the  past  night,  so  continue, 
through  this  and  all  the  succeeding 
days  of  my  life,  to  be  my  very  present 
help  in  every  time  of  need,  inasmuch 
as  Thou,  O  Father,  hast,  in  tender* 
ness,  watched  over  me,  and  permitted 
me  to  enjoy  a  sweet  and  refreshing 
sleep;  be  pleased  also,  to  guard  me 
whilst  I  am  awake,  and  abide  with 
me  while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  my  calling,  so  that  I  may 
do  nothing  but  what  is  consisten  t  with 
thy  will,  promotive  of  thy  glory,  and 
that  may  redound  to  the  best  interests 
of  my  friends  and  neighbors,  as  well 
as  my  own  salvation. 

I  moreover  confess  unto  Thee,  Q 
Thou  holy  and  righteous  God!  and 
that  with  much  shame  and  confusion 
of  face,  that  I  have  hitherto,  with  the 
multitude,  both  of  my  original  and 
actual,  open  and  secret  sins,  most 
shamefully  profaned  thy  holy  name, 
dispised  thy  holy  word,  defaced  thine 
image  within  me,  done  dispite  to  thy 
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Holy  Spirit,  abused  thy  mercy,  wound¬ 
ed  my  conscience,  injured  my  good 
name,  offended  my  neighbors,  and 
have  thereby,  not  only  deprived  my 
own  soul  of  the  precious  consolations 
of  thy  holy  word,  and  of  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  thy  good  Spirit,  but  have  also, 
justly  increased  thy  displeasure,  and 
above  ail,  treasured  up  thy  wrath 
against  the  day  of  final  retribution. 
Therefore,  would  I  cry  unto  Thee,  O 
for  help,  that  I  may  not  perish  in  my 
sins.  May  the  influences  of  thy  Spirit 
and  thy  grace,  affect  my  hard  heart, 
with  a  feeling  sense  of  my  sins  and 
miseries,  that  mine  eyes  may  become, 
as  it  were,  a  fountain  of  tears,  to  run 
dow  n,  both  day  and  night,  for  my  sins, 
and  that  I  may  humble  myself  in  sack¬ 
cloth  and  ashes,  under  thine  Almigh¬ 
ty  hand,  for  having  so  often  and 
grievously  offended  Thee.  And,  O 
God,  I  beseech  Thee,  to  forgive  me 
all  mine  iniquities,  and  cancel  them, 
with  the  precious  blood  of  thine  only 
begotten  and  well  beloved  Son,  Jesus 
Christ,  my  Redeemer,  and  for  his  sake 
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grant  me  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  renew 
my  heart,  enlighten  mine  eyes,  sub¬ 
due  my  stubborn  will,  change  my  sin¬ 
ful  purposes,  and  to  ever  present  be¬ 
fore  mine  eyes,  the  evil  fruits  and  ru¬ 
inous  consequences  of  sin,  that  I  may 
more  carefully  guard  against  the 
smallest  deviation  from  the  path  of 
duty,  and  no  longer  continue:  in  the 
services  of  sat  an,  the  world  or  the 
flesh;  but  continue  to  serve  Thee  with  [ 

fidelity,  all  the  days  of  my  life,  in 
righteousness  and  true  holiness,  which 
is  ever  well-pleasing  in  thy  sight.  ! 

And  O  God,  Thou  didst  as  the  Al-  j 
mighty  Maker  of  all  things,  on  this 
day  of  the  week,  gather  together  the  ? 
waters  of  the  earth,  so  as  to  cause  the  j 
dry  land  to  appear,  and  bring  forth  j 
grass,  herbs  and  trees,  and  to  be  in-  j 
habited  by  both  men  and  beasts;  be 
pleased,  therefore,  likewise  to  remove 
all  impure  and  unholy  desires  and 
propensities .  of  natural  depravity,  i 
from  my  soul,  and  render  it  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  dwelling  place  for  thy  good 
and  Holy  Spirit.  .  '  ■■  ■  '  f  ptfK J| 
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Thou  didst,  moreover,  on  this  day, 
command  by  thine  Almighty  power, 
the  earth  to  bring  forth  all  manner  of 
herbage  and  vegetation,  to  adorn  the 
earth,  and  for  food  and  sustenance  to 
both  thy  rational  and  irrational  crea¬ 
tures.  Ingraft,  also,  in  my  heart,  I 
beseech  Thee,  0  Lord,  the  immortal 
seed  of  thine  incorruptible  word,  that 
I  may  thereby  be  made  fruitful  in  all 
good  works,  and  be  begotten  anew 
unto  a  lively  hope  of  eternal  life. 

Thou,  O  God,  didst  finally  on  this 
day,  cause  the  earth  to  bring  forth  all 
manner  of  trees,  to  bear  fruit  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  kind.  Be  pleased,  O  God, 
in  like  manner,  to  render  my  soul  a 
tree  of  righteousness,  planted  by  thine 
own  hand,  in  the  vineyard  of  thy 
church,  that  it  may  bring  forth  all  the 
|  pleasant  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  faith, 

|  love,  hope,  meekness,  patience,  friend¬ 
ship  and  holiness,  so  that  I  may  in  due 
j  time,  be  transplanted  into  the  heaven¬ 
ly  Paradise,  to  partake  among  all  the 
redeemed  from  among  men,  of  the 
soul-satisfying  fruits  of  glory,  which 
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are  ever  found  on  the  tree  of  life, 
Christ  Jesus;  to  whom,  with  Thee,  O 
heavenly  Father,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  ! 
be  all  praise,  honor  and  thanksgiving 
forever  and  ever— Ameiv 


Morning  devotions  for  Tuesday. 

HYMN  33.  S.  M. — Kentucky. 

4  charge  to  keep  I  have, 

“  A  God  to  glorify; 

A  never-dying  soul  to  save. 

And  fit  it  for  the  sky. 

2  To  serve  the  present  age, 

My  calling  to  fulfil; 

0  may  it  all  my  powers  engage, 

To  do  mv  master’s  will. 

m 

3  Ann  me  with  jealous  care. 

As  in  thy  sight  to  live; 

And  O,  thy  servant,  Lord,  prepare, 

A  strict  account  to  give! 

4  Help  me  to  watch  and  pray, 

And  on  thyself  rely, 

Assured  if  I  my  trust  betray, 

I  shall  forever  die. 

PRAYER  XXXIV. 

Thanks  be  unto  Thee,  O  God  and 
Father  in  heaven,  for  thy  kind  pro- 
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tection  and  preservation,  afforded  un¬ 
to  me,  through  the  silent  watches  ot 
the  past  night.  I  might  have  easi  y 
fallen  into  the  snares  of  satan,  or  have 
received  injury  from  base  and  ma¬ 
licious  persons;  or  I  might  have  been 
led,  by  my  depraved  flesh  and  blood, 
to  the  commission  of  henious  sms,  1 
Thou  hadst  not,  in  much  mercy, 
watched  over  and  protected  me.  u 
Thou  hast  spread  over  me  the  pro¬ 
tecting  banners  of  thy  love,  by  which 
I  have  been  led  to  resist  and  surmount 
all  these  temptations  and  enemies, 
and  to  see  the  light  of  this  morning  m 
my  usual  health. 

J  Thanks  be  unto  Thee,  O  Father, 
for  these  innumerable  favors,  and  1 
entreat  Thee  to  take  me  further  into 
thy  holy  care  and  keeping,  bless  1  hou 
the  work  of  mine  hands,  together 
with  all  my  conversation  and  conduct, 
my  rising  up  and  laying  clown.  Be 
pleased,  also,  to  have  mercy  on  ail 
mankind,  especially  upon  all  thy  dear 
people;  instruct  the  ignorant,  convert 
the  unconverted,  raise  up  the  fallen, 
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strengthen  the  weak,  comfort  the  dis¬ 
tressed,  relieve  the  afflicted,  and  in 
much  mercy  remember  the  dying.  As 
Thou  didst  on  this  day,  cause  the  dry 
land  to  appear,  I  entreat  Thee,  also, 
to  remove  from  my  heart  all  sinks  of 
sin.  And  as  Thou  didst  on  this  day, 
bring  forth  by  the  word  of  thy  power, 
grass  and  herbs,  trees  and  every 
green  thing  on  the  earth,  so  that  they 
might  be  for  food  to  man,  and  the 
beasts  of  the  field,  I  render  Thee 
hearty  thanks  for  all  these  benefits, 
and  beseech  Thee,  to  command  thy 
blessings  upon  me  and  my  fellow 
creatures,  and  make  us  abundantly 
fruitful,  in  all  good  works.  Make  me, 
O  Parent  in  heaven,  a  plant  of  righte¬ 
ousness,  planted  by  thine  own  hand, 
in  thy  gospel  vineyard,  that  I  may  not 
only  bring  forth  my  fruit  in  due 
season,  but  also  live  and  flourish,  and 
be  increasingly  fruitful,  in  praises 
unto  thy  name,  so  that  I  may  enjoy 
all  the  fruits  of  thy  grace,  and  the 
bitter  sufferings  and  death  of  thy 
dearly  beloved  Son,  Jesus  Christ, 
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md  of  his  perfect  obedience,  forever 
ind  ever,  in  the  kingdom  of  glorv.— 
Imen.  J 


|  Evening  devotions  for  Tuesday . 

j  HYMN  34.  C.  M. — Mount  Pleasant. 

\  MYJf0drlhe  *Prinf  ,of  my  joys, 

1  he  life  of  my  delights, 

The  glory  of  my  brightest  days, 

And  comfort  of  my  nights! 

2  In  darkest  shades,  if  Thou  appear, 
j  ^  My  dawning  is  begun; 

.Thou  art  my  soul’s  bright  morning  star, 
And  Thou  my  rising  sun. 

3  The  opening  heavens  around  me  shine 

With  beams  of  sacred  bliss. 

If  Jesus  shows  his  mercy’s  mine, 

And  whispers  I  am  his. 

4  My  soul  would  leave  this  heavy  clay, 

At  that  transporting  word, 

Run  up  with  joy  the  shining  way, 
j  To  see  and  praise  my  Lord. 

5  Fearless  of  hell  and  ghastly  death, 

I’d  break  through  every  foe; 

The  wings  of  love  and  arms  of  faith, 
t  Would  bear  me  conqueror  through. 
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PRAYER  XXXV. 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  this j 
day  is  now  past  and  gone,  and  num¬ 
bered  with  those  beyond  the  flood, 
but  I  am  yet  in  the  land  of  the  living, 
and  permitted  by  thy  grace  to  appear 
once  more  on  praying  ground  and 
pleading  terms  before  Thee.  I  would 
therefore,  render  unto  Thee  unfeign*; 
ed  thanksgiving  and  praise,  for  sup¬ 
plying  all  my  returning  wants,  out  of 
thy  exhaustless  fulness  of  mercy  and 
grace,  through  the  past  day;  althougl 
I  have  greviously  offended  against  thy 
majesty,  and  therefore,  rather  de 
serve  thy  hottest  displeasure,  thai 
the  exhibitions  of  thy  grace.  But 
most  humbly  beseech  Thee,  for  th 
sake  of  the  precious  blood  of  Jesu 
Christ,  my  Saviour,  forgive  me  a! 
my  sins,  and  may  his  blood  cleanse  m 
from  every  pollution,  and  be  please 
to  clothe  me  with  the  robe  of  hi 
innocence,  that  my  transgression 
may  no  more  come  up  in  judgment 
against  me  forever. 
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Be  pleased  also,  to  take  me  into  thy 
holy  care  and  keeping,  through  the 
snsuing  night.  Watch  over  me,  and 
all  those  who  are  near  and  dear  unto 
me,  and  protect  us  from  the  common 
enemy  of  mankind— -satan,  from  all 
the  fears  and  dangers  of  the  night, 
from  sinful  dreams,  from  the  breaking 
in  of  enemies,  from  all  accidents  of 
fire  and  water,  and  from  all  manner 
of  evil,  as  to  soul  and  body.  Be  unto 
us,  as  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  us, 
and  preserve  us  as  the  apple  of  thine 
eye. 

W atch  Thou  over  us,  O  Thou  Guar¬ 
dian  of  Israel,  who  neither  sleeps  nor 
slumbers,  and  give  thine  holy  angels 
charge  over  us,  to  preserve  us  in  safe¬ 
ty;  so  that  we  may  not  only  awake  in 
the  morning,  and  pursue  the  business 
of  the  day,  with  zeal  and  diligence; 
but  be  also  careful  to  make  it  the  first 
business  of  the  day,  to  send  forth  our 
praises  unto  Thee,  and  fervently  im¬ 
plore  the  presence  and  guidance  of 
thy  good  and  Holy  Spirit. 

And  incline  my  heart,  Heavenly 
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Parent,  to  esteem  nothing  in  this 
world  so  highly  as  thy  favor,  and  to 
hate  nothing  so  much  as  my  sins,  and 
to  ever  dread  to  excite  thy  wrath  and 
displeasure  against  me. 

Be  pleased,  also,  graciously  to  pre¬ 
serve  me  from  ever  placing  my  hap¬ 
piness  upon  the  transitory  sands  of 
vain  glory,  or  the  perishable  objects 
of  time  and  sense,  and  much  less  up¬ 
on  the  fleeting  gratifications  of  the 
sinful  lusts  of  the  flesh,  which,  as  soon 
as  the  sun-shine  of  prosperity  goes 
down,  are  past  and  gone,  and  with 
the  light  of  life  are  extinguished  for¬ 
ever.  Grant,  O  God,  for  this  purpose 
that  I  may  thoroughly  realize,  how 
fleeting  are  worldly  riches,  how  fool¬ 
ish  are  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  how  in¬ 
constant  are  the  honors  of  this  world, 
how  dangerous  the  breath  of  popu¬ 
larity,  how  vain  and  transitory  is 
even  life,  how  awful  is  death  and 
judgment,  and  how  strict  will  be  the 
scrutiny  and  stern  the  account,  which 
I  must  render  unto  the  Judge  of  the 
quick  and  the  dead,  of  all  my  thoughts, 
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words  and  deeds  in  this  probationary 
state.  Teach  me  by  thy  holy  word 
and  Spirit,  that  I  have  no  continuing 
city  here;  but  that  I  am  a  pilgrim  and 
stranger  here  on  earth,  and  to  seek 
my  birth-right  in  heaven,  and,  as  I 
have  hitherto,  alas!  placed  my  de¬ 
sires  upon  the  vain  and  trifling  things 
of  time  and  sense,  and  have  thus  spent 
my  time  and  labor  in  vain;  I  entreat 
Thee  to  incline  my  heart,  to  lift  its 
affections  to  heaven  and  things  divine, 
and  to  desire  and  long  for  nothing  so 
much,  as  the  gifts  and  graces  of  thy 
Spirit  and  everlasting  life.  Grant 
me  grace,  0  Lord,  to  partake  of  that 
bread  which  cometh  down  from  heav¬ 
en,  to  strengthen  me  to  work  out  my 
soul’s  salvation,  with  fear  and  trem¬ 
bling. 

And  grant,  that  I  may  desire  the 
objects  of  this  world,  only  to  increase 
my  desires  after  the  realities  of  eter¬ 
nity;  that  I  may  employ  the  good 
things  of  this  world,  only  in  extend¬ 
ing  •  the  hand  of  aid  to  the  poor  and 
needy,  and  abound  more  in  all  good 
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works;  that  I  may  desire  health,  only 
to  be  able  to  serve  Thee  with  more 
cheerfulness;  and  strength  and  power 
that  I  may  light  manfully  against  thine 
and  mine  enemies,  and  the  prolong- 
log  of  my  days,  that  1  may  the  longer 
continue  to  shew  forth  thy  praise  in 
the  land  of  the  living. 

And,  0  blessed  Saviour,  it  was  on 
this  day,  that  Thou  wert  anointed,  by 
the  pious  Mary,  with  precious  oint¬ 
ment,  and  thy  feet  were  bathed  with 
tears,  against  thy  burial;  O  I  beseech 
Thee,  also,  to  anoint  me  more  and 
more,  with  the  oil  of  gladness,  and 
the  influences  of  thy  Spirit,  to  eternal 
life. 

On  this  day,  also,  did  the  rulers 
among  the  Jews,  conspire  together 
against  thy  life;  O  deliver  me  now  and 
at  all  times  from  the  power  of  mine 
enemies,  break  asunder  their  bands, 
so  that  I  may  serve  Thee  all  the  days 
of  my  life  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness,  according  to  thy  will. 

I  commend,  finally,  all  my  dearest 
interests  unto  Thee;  O  preserve,  my 
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life  from  all  sickness  and  disease — 
my  soul  from  all  sinful  dreams,  lusts 
and  desires;  so  that  I  may  rest  in 
Thee,  and  rise  in.  the  morning  with 
new  vigor,  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  day  in  obedience  to  thy  will  and 
holy  commandments.  And  to  the 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  be  all 
the  praise,  both  now  and  forever. — 
Amen. 


Evening  devotions  for  Tuesday . 


HYMN  35.  C.  M.  —St.  John's. 


|"|  God,  thy  gifts  of  tender  love 
^  Are  every  evening  new; 

And  morning  mercies  from  above 
Distil  like  early  dew. 


2  Thou  spread's!  the  curtain  of  the  night 
To  guard  our  sleeping  hours; 

Thy  sovereign  word  restores  the  light, 
And  wakes  our  drowsy  powers. 


3  We  yield  ourselves  to  thy  command, 
To  Thee  devote  our  days; 

For  constant  blessings  from  thy  hand, 
Demand  our  constant  praise. 


2  ¥4  pray.es  xxxvi. 

•**  '  •*  V  '  **  '  C*  . 


;v:|:  *  •  '  - 

Another  day,  O  God,  of  my  earthly 
pilgrimage  is  past  and  gone.  And  I 
would  render  unfeigned  thanks  unto 
Thee,  for  all  the  blessings  received 
this  day,  at  thy  munificent  hand,  and 
entreat  Thee  also  to  infold  me  in  the 
arms  of  thy  love,  through  the  silent 
watches  of  the  ensuing  night,  so  that 
I  may  enjoy  a  sweet  and  refreshing 
sleep.  In  much  mercy  forgive  me 
likewise,  all  my  sins,  and  especially, 
the  sins  which  I  have  this  day  com¬ 
mitted  against  thy  holy  will,  and  grant 
unto  me,  the  powerful  influences  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  eradicate  sin  from 
my  nature,  and  enable  me  to  walk  in 
conformity  to  thy  precepts  and  com¬ 
mandments,  all  the  remaining  days  of 
my  life.  Strengthen  me,  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  against  all  the  temptations  of 
the  devil,  the  world  and  the  flesh,  and 
inflame  my  heart,  with  a  sincere  love 
unto  Thee,  and  an  earnest  desire,  by  ! 
a  godly  walk  and  conversation  in  the 


I 


EVENING  DEVOTIONS  FOR  TUESDAY, 


exercise  of  a  true  and  living  faith,  to 

glorify  Thee. 

I  would  remember,  that  the  blessed 
Redeemer,  towards  the  end  of  his  life, 
on  this  day  of  the  week,  taught  in  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  by  many 
parables,  unfolded  the  mysteries  of 
his  kingdom,  so  as  to  confound,  and 
stop  the  mouths  of  the  pharisees  and 
saducees.  Be  pleased  also,  O  God,  to 
likewise  teach  me  all  things  necessary 
for  me  to  believe  and  to  do,  in  work- 
ing  out  my  soul’s  salvation,  and  should 
my  heart  indulge  a  single  scruple  or 
doubt  in  relation  to  Thee,  or  thy 
blessed  word,  O  silence  its  vain  im¬ 
aginations,  and  grant  me  grace,  that  I 
!  may  readily  suffer  my  reason  to  be 
led  captive  in  obedience  to  faith.  The 
Saviour,  at  the  same  time,  unfolded 
to  his  disciples,  the  signs  of  the  de¬ 
struction  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  end 
of  the  world,  his  coming  to  judgment, 
and  the  resurre  ction  of  the  dead;  O 
teach  me  also,  the  transient  n  ature  of 
all  earthly  things,  so  that  I  may  never 
j  fix  my  heart  upon  them. 
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Teach  me,  moreover,  that  thy  Son 
will  soon  come  again  to  judgment,  so 
that  I  may  prepare,  and  long  for  his 
appearance — more  ardently  desire 
his  grace,  and  work  out  my  soul’s 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling. 
Hear  me,  O  God,  and  exhibit  thyself 
towards  me,  as  a  Father,  reconciled 
unto  me,  in  Christ  J esus  my  Redeemer, 
Amen. 


Morning  devotions  for  Wednesday. 

HYMN  36.  h.  M. — Ntwton. 

ll^ROM  every  stormy  wind  that  blows, 

*  From  every  swelling  tide  of  woes. 

There  is  a  calm,  a  sure  retreat, 

’Tis  found  beneath  the  Mercy  Seat. 

2  There  is  a  place  where  Jesus  sheds 
The  oil  of  gladness  on  our  heads, 

A  place  than  all  besides  more  sweet — 

It  is  the  blood-bought  Mercy  Seat. 

3  There  is  a  scene  where  spirits  blend, 

Where  friend  holds  fellowship  with  friend; 
Tho’  sunder’d  far — by  faith  they  meet 
Around  our  common  Mercy  Seat. 
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4  Ah!  whither  could  we  flee  for  aid. 

When  tempted,  desolate,  dismay’d — 

Or  how  the  host  of  hell  defeat, 

Had  suffering  saints  no  Mercy  Seat! 

5  There!  there,  on  eagle  wings  we  soar; 

And  sin  and  sense  seem  all  no  more, 

And  heaven  comes  down  our  souls  to  greet, 
And  glory  crowns  the  Mercy  Seat 

6  Oh,  let  my  hand  forget  her  skill, 

My  tongue  be  silent  cold  and  still, 

This  bounding  heart  forget  to  beat. 

If  I  forget  the  Mercy  Seat 

PRAYER  XXXVII. 

L 

“  The  mercy  of  the  Lord  hath  no  end,  but  is  re- 
I  newed  every  morning,  and  great  is  his  faithfulness.’’ 
Lam.  8.  22,  23. 

O  most  merciful  God,  Thou  Father 
of  eternal  light  and  life!  I  would 
call  upon  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  with¬ 
in  me,  to  magnify  and  adore  thy  holy 
name,  for  permitting  me  to  lay  me 
down  under  the  shadow  of  thine  Al¬ 
mighty  wings,  and  to  sleep  securely 
during  the  past  night,  and  to  arise 
this  morning  to  behold  the  light  of 
another  day,  in  the  enjoyment  of  my 
usual  health  and  strength. 
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O  what  is  mao  that  Thou  shoo  ides  t 
be  mindful  of  him,  or  the  son  of  man 
that  Thou  shouldest  set  thine  heart 
upon  him;  Thou  hast  made  all  crea-  j 
tures  for  him,  and  didst  especially,  on 
this  day,  create  two  great  lights,  and 
didst  place  the  Sun  and  the  Moon 
in  the  firmament  of  heaven,  to  give 
light,  both  by  day  and  by  night,  and 
to  divide  the  seasons,  years,  months  ! 
and  days — to  regulate  his  labors — to 
invigorate  his  body — to  ripen  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  and  to  cause  the 
earth  to  bring  forth  its  products  in 
rich  abundance.  Nay,  Thou  didst 
present  him  with  a  light,  yet  infinite¬ 
ly  more  brilliant;  even  the  light  of 
thy  prophetic  word,  and  in  order  that 
he  might  behold  the  riches  of  thy 
goodness  and  thy  grace,  didst  Thou 
cause  the  sun  of  righteousness  to  rise 
upon  him,  by  his  genial  rays,  to  shine 
into  his  heart — to  illuminate  his  un¬ 
derstanding — do  quicken  him  to  dili- 
gence  in  accomplishing  thy  will, 
and  to  make  him  a  participator  a- 
mong  the  saints  in  light  and  glory,  of 
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those  pleasures,  which  are  at  thy  right 
hand  forevermore.  O  God,  I  would 
sincerely  rejoice  in  this  light,  and 
earnestly  desire,  that  every  recess  of 
my  soul  may  fee  penetrated,  by  the 
gracious  rays  of  this  sun  of  righteous¬ 
ness. 

1  humbly  acknowledge,  that  Thou 
hast  laid  me  under  infinite  obligations 
to  exalt  Thee  above  all  objects  in  the 
universe ;  inasmuch  as  Thou  hast 
given  me  a  preference  to  all  other 
creatures ;  that  I  am  solemnly  bound 
to  love  Thee  with  all  my  heart,  be¬ 
cause  of  thy  loving-kindness  and  ten¬ 
der  compassion,  exhibited  continually 
towards  me,  and  for  making  all  other 
:  creatures  subservient  to  my  best  in- 
;  terests;  and  to  return  Thee  unceasing 
praises  and  thanksgivings,  as  well  as 
an  unwavering  obedience  to  all  thy 
commandments*  because  thy  tender 
mercies  are  renewed  unto  me  every 
morning,  and  thy  faithfulness  returns 
every  evening.  I  am,  therefore, 
©shamed  and  confounded,  when  I  re¬ 
flect  upon  my  past'  life  and  conduct, 
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how  utterly  negligent  I  have  been  irt 
the  discharge  of  my  duties  towards 
Thee;  for  ho  w  can  I  plead  any  excuse 
for  my  ingratitude  and  disobedience 
towards  Thee?  Shall  I  seek  refuge 
under  pretended  ignorance  of  Thee 
and  thy  will;  but  how  can  I,  inasmuch 
as  the  heavens  declare  thy  glory  and 
the  firmament  sheweth  forth  thy 
handy  work?  Shall  I  plead  ignor¬ 
ance  of  thy  laws?  Why  Thou  hast 
put  thy  word  into  my  mouth,  and  hast 
engraven  thy  laws  upon  my  heart. 
Shall  I  say  that  1  have  never  heard  of 
the  light  of  thy  gospel,  when  I  know 
that  it  has  come  into  the  world  and 
hath  shined  into  darkness,  0  no, 
blessed  God,  the  reason,  alas!  is,  that 
I  have  loved  darkness  better  than 
light,  because  ray  deeds  were  evil. 
And  because  of  my  evil  deeds,  Thou 
mightest  have  justly  cast  me  into  outer 
darkness,  w  here  there  is  nothing  but 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  But 
with  Tfiee  there  h  forgiveness,  that 
Thou  raftyest  be  feared.  There  is  yet 
in  Gilead  to  heal 
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there  is  balm  and  healing  in  Christ, 
Jesus,  in  his  merits  and  obedience- 
salvation  in  his  blood — hope  in  his 
resurrection— -joy  in  his  ascension  in¬ 
to  heaven-nay,  everlasting  comfort 
in  his  sitting  at  the  Father’s  right 
hand,  as  my  intercessor.  0  Thou 
divine  Advocate!  be  pleased  to  man¬ 
age  all  my  dearest  interests  and  con¬ 
cerns.  O  blessed  Saviour,  out  of 
whose  opened  side,  there  flows  a 
pure  and  cleansing  stream — purify 
Thou  me  from  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh 
and  spirit.  Bless  me  with  that  peace 
which  Thou  hast  promised  to  all  thy 
dear  people,  that  my  heart  may  be  re¬ 
lieved,  alike  from  fear  and  despair. 

!  Reconcile  me  with  thy  Father  and 
my  Father,  with  thy  God  and  my 
God. 

And  as  all  my  hope  is  in  thy  un¬ 
merited  mercy,  O  may  that  mercy  be 
a  pattern  for  my  continued  imitation, 
in  forgiving  those  who  trespass 
|  against  me — in  sympathizing  with  the 
weak  and  afflicted,  to  assist  them  in 
their  necessities,  comfort  them  under 
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their  crosses  and  tribulations,  and  aid 
them  to  bear  their  cross  with  pa¬ 
tience.  O  Parent  in  heaven, .may  I, 
as  thy  obedient  child,  continually 
tread  in  thy  footsteps,  and  as  Thou 
didst,  on  this  day,  create  the  sun, 
which  has  just  arisen  to  shine  again, 
on  the  just  and  on  the  unjust,  do  Thou 
likewise,  enable  me  to  let  the  light  of 
my  knowledge,  and  the  quickening 
rays  of  my  love,  expand  towards  all, 
but  especially  to  the  house-hold  of 
faith.  As  mine  eyes  now  behold  the 
precious  light  of  the  sun,  so  be  pleas¬ 
ed  to  draw  off  my  thoughts  and  de¬ 
sired  from  the  vain  and  ignoble  things 
of  time  and  sense,  and  place  them  on 
heaven  and  things  divine,  so  that  they 
may  ever  find  their  chief  pleasure  and 

happiness  in  Thee. 

And  as  the  sun  thaws  the  snow  and 
ice,  so  in  like  manner,  0  Lord,  melt 
Thou  my  icy  and  frozen  heart,  by  the 
rays  of  thy  grace,  into  true  and  un¬ 
feigned  repentance.  As  the  sun  dis¬ 
pels  and  purifies  all  the  dense  fogs 
and  injurious  vapors,  which  float  m 
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the  air,  so  may  the  gracious  influence 
of  thy  good  Spirit,  dispel  and  banish 
from  my  benighted  understanding,  all 
the  moral  mists  and  fogs  of  error  and 
unbelief,  and  purify  the  desires  of  my 
heart  from  all  manner  of  sin.  As  the 
sun  runs  his  undeviating  course  in  the 
heavens,  so  as  to  turn  neither  to  the 
right  nor  the  left,  even  so  be  pleased, 
O  Lord,  to  guide  and  govern  me,  that 
I  may  continually,  run  the  way  of  thy 
commandments,  and  never  wander 
astray,  into  the  forbidden  paths  of 
sin. 

As  the  sun  continually  ascends 
higher  and  higher,  until  it  arrives  at 
its  meridian  splendor,  so  enable  me, 
O  Lord,  to  increase  continually  in 
grace,  righteousness  and  true  holi¬ 
ness,  that  I  also,  may  shine  as  a  light 
of  the  world,  and  be  without  spot  and 
blemish,  in  the  midst  of  a  perverse 
and  ungodly  generation,  so  that  I  may 
in  due  time,  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in 
the  kingdom  of  thy  glory.  As  finally 
the  sun  rejoices  as  a  strong  man  to 
run  a  race,  so  may  I  run  the  race  set 
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before  me,  even  onto  the  end,  rejoic¬ 
ing  in  every  dispensation  of  thy  pro¬ 
vidence,  that  I  may  at  last  obtain  the 
gracious  reward  of  the  righteous, 
even  a  diadem  of  unfading  glory,  for 
Jesus  Christ  the  Redeemer’s  sake,  to 
whom,  with  Thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
one  God — be  all  honor,  glory  and  do¬ 
minion  forever  and  ever. — Amen. 


Evening  devotions  for  Wednesday . 

HYMN  37.  P.  M.  —Sovereign  Grace , 

my  soul  his  wondrous  love, 

Who,  from  yon  bright  throne  above. 

Ever  watchful  o’er  our  race, 

Still  to  man  extends  his  grace. 

2  Heaven  and  earth  by  him  were  made, 

All  is  by  his  sceptre  sway’d; 

What  are  we  that  he  should  show 
So  much  love  to  us  below? 

3  God,  the  merciful  and  good, 

Bought  us  with  the  Saviour’s  blood; 

And,  to  make  our  safety  sure, 

Guides  us  by  his  Spirit  pure. 
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4  Sing,  my  soul — adore  his  name 
Let  his  glory  be  the  theme: 

Praise  him  till  he  calls  thee  home. 
Trust  his  love  for  all  to  come. 


PRAYER  XXXVIII* 

“Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see 
God.” — Mat.  5.  8. 

Most  holy  and  adorable  God!  I  hum¬ 
bly  confess  that  I  am  a  sinful  creature. 
— that  I  am  by  nature  a  child  of  dark¬ 
ness,  and  as  such,  I  am  ashamed  to 
lift  up  mine  eyes  to  the  place  where 
thine  honor  dwelleth,  inasmuch  as  I 
have  sinned  against  heaven  and  in  thy 
sight,  and  have  insulted  thy  majesty 
in  times  and  ways  without  number, 
and  have  thereby  justly  deserved  thy 
righteous  judgments.  My  conscience 
accuses  and  convinces  me,  that  I  have 
hitherto  given  the  deceitful  lusts  of 
sensuality,  which  are  all  works  of 
darkness,  the  preference;  even  to  the 
inheritance  among  the  saints  in  light; 
by  suffering  my  reason,  (which  is  the 
only  remaining  light  I  enjoy,)  to  be 
darkened  by  ignorance  and  hardness 
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of  heart;  and  although  Thou  hast 
stretched  out  thine  hands  to  awake 
me,  both  late  and  early,  yet  I  have 
gone  on  in  the  vanity  of  mine  own 
imaginations,  and  not  followed  the 
guidance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  but  the 
devices  of  mine  own  evil  heart;  and 
have,  therefore,  richly  deserved  to 
be  banished  from  thy  presence,  into 
outer  darkness,  where  there  is  weep¬ 
ing  and  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 
Nay,  if  Thou  would est  even  cast  all 
my  former  transgressions  into  the  un¬ 
fathomable  ocean  of  thy  love,  yet  the 
sins  which  I  have  committed  this  day, 
alas!  are  sufficient  to  merit  my  eter¬ 
nal  condemnation.  My  disorderly 
passions— impure  thoughts— foolish 
imaginations  and  idle  conversation, 
together  with  the  multitude  of  my  un¬ 
fruitful  works,  cast  down  my  heart 
w  ithin  me.  I  know  not  any  apology 
to  oiler,  O  Lord,  for  my  shameful  a- 
buse  of  thy  mercy,  the  criminal  mis- 
improvement  of  time,  despising  of  thy 
grace,  and  neglecting  the  manifold 
opportunities  afforded  me  of  doing 
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good.  0  how  negligent  have  I  been 


in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my 
calling!  How  drowsy  in  the  exer¬ 
cises  of  devotion!  How  cold  and  in¬ 
different  in  the  confession  of  my  sins! 
How  careless  in  the  use  and  applica¬ 
tion  of  thy  word,  althcpgh  it  is  the 
only  sure  means  of  heading  the  spirit¬ 
ual  maladies  of  my  soul!  Even  the 
supplications  and  prayers  which  I  di¬ 
rect  to  thy  mercy  seat,  for  the  remo¬ 
val  of  my  wants  and  necessities,  and 
the  healing  of  mine  infirmities,  are 
connected  with  many  imperfections. 
0  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me,  a  poor 
miserable  sinner.  Enter  not  into 
judgment  with  me*  for  before  Thee 
■shall  no  flesh  living  be  justified.  Af¬ 
ford  me,  O  Lord,  a  deep  sense  of  my 
great  folly  and  depravity;  and  awak¬ 
en  within  me,  an  earnest  desire  after 
more  engagedness  in  thy  service — a 
hearty  repentance  for  my  past  sins, 
and  present  hardness  of  heart;  and, 
inasmuch  as  I  cannot  pray  onto  Thee 
as  I  should,  O  cause  thy  Holy  Spirit 
to  make  intercession  for  me,  with 
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groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered, 
and  the  blood  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ 
to  speak  far  better  things  for  me,  than 
the  blood  of  Abel.  O  God,  suffer  not 
the  glorious  light  of  heaven  to  go 
down  over  thy  wrath  towards  me,  but 
be  merciful  towards  me,  for  the  alone 
sake  of  thine  only  begotten  and  well 
beloved  Son,  my  Saviour  and  Re¬ 
deemer,  who  alone  is  the  atonement 
for  our  sins,  so  that  my  poor  soul  may 
this  night,  find  peace  and  rest  in  Thee, 
as  my  w  earied  body  may  be  refreshed 
and  invigorated  by  seasonable  sleep, 
so  shall  I  unintermlttingly  laud  and 
magnify  thy  name,  0  Lord,  my  strength 
and  my  Redeemer,  and  with  joy  make 
known  my  unfeigned  gratitude  to¬ 
wards  Thee,  throughout  all  eternity, 
for  thy  unbounded  love,  in  which 
Thou  hast  chosen  me  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world;  for  thy  goodness 
in  w  hich  Thou  hast  created  me  anew, 
according  to  thine  image;  for  thine 
unspeakable  mercy,  in  which  Thou 
hast  provided  for  my  eternal  salva¬ 
tion,  through  the  blood  of  thv  Son; 
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for  thine  unmerited  grace,  in  which 
Thou  hast  brought  me  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth;  and  for  thy  paternal  pro¬ 
vidence,  with  which  Thou  hast  pro¬ 
tected  me;  chastening  me  with  mild¬ 
ness,  and  hast  so  bountifully  supplied 
all  my  returning  wants,  until  the 
present  period  of  my  existence. 

O  blessed  Jesus,  Thou  who  wast 
sold,  on  this  day,  for  thirty  pieces  of 
i  silver,  like  the  most  abject  slave;  O 
be  pleased  to  deliver  me,  from  the 
|  slavery  of  sin,  and  forbid  that  I  ever 
should,  like  Ahab,  sell  myself  to  work 
iniquity.  May  my  heart  be  so  deeply 
impressed  with  the  awful  nature  of 
this  sin  of  Judas,  as  well  as  with  the 
dreadful  punishment  of  it,  that  I  may 
thereby,  everbe  deterred  from  betray¬ 
ing  thy  divine  truth,  or  ever  be  in¬ 
duced  to  renounce  my  faith  in  Thee 
for  any  fascinating  offers  of  a  deceit¬ 
ful  world,  be  they  ever  so  great  or 
alluring* 

And,  O  Thou  Bread  of  Life,  who 
didst  endure  hunger  for  my  sake,  and 
Thou  Fountain  of  the  waters  of  Le- 
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banon,  who  didst  for  ray  sake,  expe¬ 
rience  thirst!  O  Thou  *  Joy  of  man¬ 
kind,  who  on  my  account,  didst  expe¬ 
rience  sorrow!  O  Thou  who  art  Faith¬ 
fulness  and  Truth  itself!  who  for  my 
sake  wast  betrayed!  O  Thou  Wed¬ 
ding  Garment,  which  for  my  sins  was 
laid  off!  O  Thou  Ransom  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  "world,  who  wast 
sold  for  my  transgressions!  0  Thou 
Life  and  Resurrection  of  ail  who 
place  their  hope  and  trust  in  Thee, 
who  didst  die,  to  deliver  me  from 
death  eternal!  O  ingraft  thy  love,  so 
deep  in  my  heart,  that  neither  hunger 
nor  thirst,  neither  sufferings  nor  na¬ 
kedness,  neither  hope  of  reward  nor 
fear  of  persecution,  neither  death  nor 
life,  may  ever  be  able  to  eradicate  it 
from  my  soul, 

O  gracious  Redeemer,  Thou  didst 
exercise  friendship  towards  decep¬ 
tions  Judas  Iscariot,  although,  Thou 
didst  well  know,  that  satan  had  en¬ 
tered  into  him,  to  instigate  him  to  be-, 
tray  Thee,  and  didst  even  permit  him 
to  give  Thee,  the  false  and  treacher- 
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\  ©us  kiss ;  O  how  much  more  friend" 
ship  wilt  Thou  manifest  towards  thy 
true  friends,  who  love  Thee  with  their 
whole  hearts,  and  remain  faithful  un¬ 
to  Thee  to  the  end?  If  Thou  wert 
friendly  towards  him,  who  was  full 
of  deception  and  hypocrisy  towards 
Thee;  O  what  grace  and  loving-kind¬ 
ness  may  such  anticipate  at  thy  hand, 
who  cleave  unto  Thee  with  all  their 
hearts? 

Now  blessed  Lord!  as  Thou  search- 
est  and  desirest  the  heart  above  all 
things,  and  wilt  not  accept  either  of 
j  our  offerings  or  services,  without  they 
|  proceed  from  the  sincerity  of  soul:  0 
I  give  me  such  an  heart,  which  is  puri- 
j  fied  from  all  hypocrisy,  and  renew  in 
i  me,  a  right  and  obedient  spirit,  in 
order  that  I  may  offer  unto  Thee,  ao- 
|  cording  to  thy  will,  the  sacrifice  of 
such  a  heart,  as  is  well-pleasing  in  thy 
sight,  of  an  heart,  the  thoughts  of 
which  are  pure — the  desires  holy— 

I  the  undertakings  upright— so  that  all 
my  words  and  works,  may  proceed 
from  a  pure  heart,  and  my  heart  may 
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not,  on  the  great  day,  when  all  the 
secret  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart,  shall  be  revealed,  condemn 
me;  but  that  it  may  be  accepted  of 
Thee,  O  God,  and  be  filled  with  that 
fullness  of  joy,  which  no  eye  hath 
seen,  no  ear  hath  heard,  and  which 
has  never  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man  to  conceive,  for  Jesus’  sake,  in 
whose  name,  and  upon  whose  com¬ 
mand  and  in  whose  words,  we  further 
call  upon  Thee,  as — Our  Father,  &c, 
—Amen, 


Morning  devotions  for  Thursday . 

HYMN  38.  H.  M.—  flmherst. 

TJPWARD  I  lift  mine  eyes, 

From  God  is  all  my  aid; 

The  God  that  built  the  skies, 

And  earth  and  nature  made: 

God  is  the  tow’r  to  which  I  fly; 

His  grace  is  nigh  in  ev’ry  hour, 

2  My  feet  shall  never  slide, 

And  fall  in  fatal  snares, 
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Since  God,  my  guard  and  guide, 

Defends  me  from  my  fears. 

Those  wakeful  eyes  Which  never  sleep, 
Shall  Israel  keep,  When  dangers  rise.  . 

3  No  burning  heats  by  day, 

Nor  blasts  of  ev’ning  air, 

Shall  take  my  health  away, 

If  God  be  with  me  there: 

Thou  art  my  sun,  and  Thou  my  shade, 

To  guard  my  head  by  night  or  noon. 

4  Hast  Thou  not  giv’n  thy  word. 

To  save  my  soul  from  death? 

And  I  can  trust  my  Lord 

To  keep  my  mortal  breath: 

I’ll  go  and  come,  nor  fear  to  die, 

Till  from  on  high  Thou  call  me  home. 

PRAYER  XXXIX. 

« The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upori 
him,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth.  He  Will  ful¬ 
fil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear  him:  he  also  will  hear 
their  cry,  and  will  save  them.'’— — Ps.  145.  18,  19. 

O  holy  and  righteous  God!  who 
hatest  the  workers  of  iniquity  and 
art  alone  merciful  unto  those  who 
fear  and  love  thee,  who  extendestthy 
fatherly  protection  unto  all  who  trust 
in  thee,  and  providest  for  all  who  cast 
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their  care  upon  Thee.  I  would  love 
and  praise  thy  holy  name,  and  render 
Thee  cordial  thanks*  for  protecting 
me  in  safety  through  the  past  night, 
and  permitting  me  to  awake  this 
morning,  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect 
health  and  strength.  I  acknowledge, 
O  Lord!  with  the  profoundest  humil- 
ity,  that  if  I  had  laid  me  down  to 
sleep  without  thy  protection,  many 
accidents  and  dangers  might  have  be- 
fallen  irc;  but  under  thy  preserving 
care,  I  have  enjoyed  the  refreshing 
repose  of  another  night,  and  am  now 
prepared  to  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  labours  and  duties  of  my  cal¬ 
ling  with  cheerfulness, 

I  cordially  beseech  Thee  therefore 
to  lift  upon  me  the  light  of  thv  coun¬ 
tenance,  so  that  I  may  not  be  tempted 
to  turn  aside  from  the  path  of  duty, 
neither  by  the  natural  depravity  of 
my  heart,  or  the  example  of  the  urn 
£todiy,  but  that  I  may  carefully  follow 
the  light  of  thy  Messed  word,  and 
studiously  regulate  a!!  my  thoughts, 
words  and  deeds  this  day,  according 
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to  thy  word  and  will.  Guide  me,  0 
Lord!  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  into  all 
truth,  and  preserve  me  from  all  evil; 
may  thy  fear  be  continually  before 
mine  eyes,  so  that  I  may  improve  this 
and  all  the  succeeding  days  of  my  life 
to  thine  honor,  and  to  the  peace  of 
mine  own  conscience. 

Increase  within  me  the  gifts  of  faith 
and  hope,  that  I  may  continually  ex- 
ercise  a  filial  confidence  in  thy  prom¬ 
ises,  which  are  yea  and  amen,  in 
Christ  Jesus,  unto  thy  people,  and  in 
mercy  prevent  it  that  I  should  either 
by  carelessness  or  the  pride  of  the 
flesh,  or  any  other  temptation,  forfeit 
a  gracious  assurance  of  reconciliation 
with  Thee,  through  the  precious  blood 
of  thy  dear  son.  Dissipate  the  thick 
and  impure  vapours  of  my  depraved 
heart,  which  wounds  my  soul,  dark¬ 
ens  my  mind,  perverts  my  will,  and 
inclines  my  affections  and  desires  to 
evil.  Purify  my  soul,  body  and  spir¬ 
it  by  breathing  forth  upon  me  the  in¬ 
fluences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  as¬ 
sure  me  continually,  that  I  am  thy 
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child,  and  that  thou  art  ray  Abba  Fay 
ther,  and  very  present  help  in  every 
time  of  need. 

And  inasmuch  as  I  am  a  great  sin¬ 
ner,  and  have  often  grievously  of¬ 
fended  Thee,  notonly  through  thought¬ 
lessness;  but  also  by  sinning  against 
better  light  and  knowledge,  and  the 
revealed  testimony  of  thy  holy  word 
and  Spirit,  to  the  great  injury  of  my 
soul,  and  insulting  of  thy  majesty,  and 
have  thereby  rendered  myself  unwor¬ 
thy  of  thy  grace  and  favor,  O  be 
pleased  not  to  look  down  upon  me,  in 
my  unworthiness,  but  look  upon  me 
in  the  face  of  thine  anointed  Son  Je¬ 
sus,  my  Saviour. 

To  thine  unbending  justice  which 
cries  for  vengeance  upon  me,  I  would 
oppose,  his  bitter  sufferings  and  ex¬ 
cruciating  death.  O  be  pleased  holy 
Father  in  Heaven,  to  accept  of  these 
as  a  ransom  from  all  my  sins.  Blot 
them  all  out  of  the  book  of  thy  wrath 
with  his  crimson  blood,  so  that  they 
may  never  be  remembered  against 
me,  and  seal  unto  my  soul,  by  thy  Mo- 
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lv  Spirit,  the  free  forgiveness  of  all 

mine  iniquities,  to  the  peace  and  joy 
of  my  conscience,  unto  the  day  of 
perfect  redemption. 

It  was  on  this  day,  O  Lord,  that  thou 
didst  create  the  sea  and  other  waters 
with  all  manner  offish,  and  also  the 
air,  which  thou  didst  fill  with  an  in¬ 
numerable  multitude  and  variety  of 
fowls;  may  I  enjoy  grace  at  thy  hand, 
therefore,  to  contemplate  the  glorious 
works  of  thine  almighty  power,  wis¬ 
dom  and  goodness,  so  as  to  ascend  up 
in  my  affections  and  desires  from  the 
creature,  to  the  all-wise,  omnipotent 
and  bountiful  Creator  of  all  these 
things,  which  Thou  hast  brought  into 
existence  for  our  comfort  and  subsis- 

!  11(30 

Nay,  O  God!  as  Thou  didst,  on  this 
day,  render  the  waters  fruitful,  even 
so  make  me  also  fruitful  by  thy  word 
and  Spirit,  in  all  good  words  and 
works.  As  Thou  didst  on  this  day 
create  the  fowls,  that  they  might  fly 
through  the  air;  in  like  manner  ele¬ 
vate,  also,  my  soul,  so  that  it  may  as- 
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eend  on  the  wings  of  faith  and  hope, 
even  unto  Thee,  and  seek  those  things 
which  are  on  high— where  is  fulness 
of  joy  and  pleasures  forevermore. 

Finally,  as  the  fowls  of  heaven 
know  their  appointed  time  when  to 
come,  and  when  to  go;  O  Lord  grant 
me  also  thy  grace,  so  that  I,  as  a  ra¬ 
tional  and  intelligent  creature,  may 
know  the  time  of  my  gracious  visita¬ 
tion,  and  work  out  my  soul’s  salva¬ 
tion  with  fear  and  trembling,  so  that 
I  may  at  last  be  received  into  the 
mansions  of  eternal  glory.  AH  of 
which,  I  ask  of  Thee,  in  the  name 
and  for  the  sake  of  mine  only  Inter¬ 
cessor  and  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  to 
whom,  with  Thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  eternal  praises. — Amen. 


Evening  devotions  for  Thursday . 

HYMN  39.  C.  M  —  Clifford. 

PJpO  Zion’s  hiil  I  lift  mine  eyes, 

From  thence  expecting  aid; 

From  Zion’s  hill,  and  Zion’s  God, 

Who  heav’n  and  earth  has  made. 
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2  Thou,  then,  my  soul  in  safety  rest, 

Thy  guardian  will  not  sleep; 

His  watchful  care  that  Israel  guards, 

Will  thee  in  safety  keep. 

3  Shelter’d  beneath  th’  Almighty’s  wings, 

Thou  shalt  securely  rest; 

I  When  neither  sun  nor  moon  shall  thee 

By  day  or  night  molest. 

4  At  home,  abroad,  in  peace,  in  war, 

Thy  God  shall  thee  defend; 

!  Conduct  thee  through  life’s  pilgrimage, 

Safe  to  thy  journey’s  end. 

PRAYER  XL. 

!  “  Wherefore,  let  them  that  suffer  according  to  the 

j will  of  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their  souls  to 
Ihim  in  well  doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator.’’ — l  Pet. 

4.  19. 

i  .  >  < 

Almighty  God  and  compassionate 
Father  in  heaven!  I  thank  thy  great 
and  holy  name,  for  all  the  exhibitions 
of  thy  goodness  and  thy  grace,  unto  me 
jas  to  soul  and  body,  and  especially  for 
thy  kind  protection  afforded  me  thro’ 
the  day  which  is  just  past  and  gone. 
I  have  enjoyed  another  day  to  repent 
and  prepare  for  the  final  day  of  re- 
jtributioo,  but  alas!  how  little  good 
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have  I  done!  I  entreat  Thee,  0  God! 
in  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mer¬ 
cies,  to  forgive  me,  for  Jesus’  sake,  all 
my  sins  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniqui¬ 
ties. 

On  this  evening  didst  Thou,  O  bless¬ 
ed  Redeemer,  eat  the  passover,  with 
thy  disciples,  in  which  they  received 
Thee,  by  faith,  to  the  nourishment  of 
their  souls.  O  be  pleased,  likewise, 
to  come  in  unto  me,  and  sup  with  me, 
in  this  life,  so  that  I  may  at  last  be 
accounted  worthy  to  sit  at  thy  table, 
with  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  in 
the  kingdom  of  thy  glory. 

It  was,  likewise,  on  the  evening  of 
this  day,  0  compassionate  Saviour! 
that  Thou  didst  give  thyself  unto  thy 
disciples  in  the  sacrament  of  thy  sup¬ 
per,  and  on  the  day  following  didst 
offer  thyself  for  me  on  the  cross;  O 
therefore,  be  pleased  to  grant  me  a 
true  and  living  faith,  also  to  appre¬ 
hend  and  apply  thy  crucified  body 
and  shed  blood  unto  my  never-dying 
soul. 

Grant  that  I  may  be  encouraged  by 
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thy  agony  and  fear — that  I  may  be 
comforted  by  thy  deadly  conflict— 
that  I  may  be  clothed  by  thy  naked¬ 
ness — that  I  may  be  reprieved  by 
means  of  thy  sentence  unto  death— 
that  I  may  be  purified  from  all  my 
sins  by  thy  blood — that  I  may  be 
healed  by  thy  wounds— and  that  I 
may  be  made  alive  by  thy  death. 
Forbid  it,  O  Lord,  that  I,  (who  cost 
that  precious  blood,  which  flowed  so 
freely  on  Calvary,)  should  ever  be 
plucked  out  of  thy  hand,  or  that  thy 
blood  should  have  been  shed,  and 
i  thy  sighs  and  lamentations  vented  in 
vain. 

I  But  grant,  blessed  Jesus,  that  thy 
I  agony  and  bloody  sweat  and  conflict, 
thy  voluntary  surrender  of  thyself  in- 
I  to  the  hands  of  thine  enemies,  thy 
i  bands,  the  accusation  and  sentence 
|  passed  upon  Thee,  the  disrobing 
and  scourging  of  Thee,  the  crowning 
!  of  Thee  w  ith  a  crown  of  thorns  in 
token  of  mock  royalty,  the  smiting 
j  Thee  upon  the  cheek,  the  mockery 
|  and  shame  which  thou  didst  endure, 
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together  with  thy  agony  blood  and 
death,  on  the  accursed  cross,  may  all 
be  effectual  to  my  soul’s  salvation. 

And  O  Thou  dear  Redeemer!  what 
should  I  be  ready  and  willing  to  suf¬ 
fer  for  Thee,  in  return  for  all  that 
Thou  didst  endure  in  body  and  soul, 
both  in  the  garden  and  on  the  cross 
for  my  sake,  when  the  united  pow¬ 
ers  of  earth  and  hell  bore  down  on 
Thee  and  the  wrath  of  almighty  God 
drank  up  thy  spirit;  insomuch  that 
all  nature  was  convulsed,  and  sym¬ 
pathized  with  Thee  in  thy  sufferings 
and  death? 

O  my  Lord  and  my  God !  who  hast 
called  me  unto  the  knowledge  of  thy 
divine  truth;  nay  by  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
and  the  nails  with  which  Thou  wast 
nailed  to  the  cross,  hast  ingrafted  thy 
love  deep  in  my  heart;  grant  that  in 
future  nothing  may  be  able  to  sepa¬ 
rate  me  from  Thee,  and  thy  love,  nei¬ 
ther  tribulation  nor  anguish,  nor  per¬ 
secution;  neither  height  nor  depth;  nei¬ 
ther  the  present  nor  that  which  is  to 
come,  neither  life  nor  death;  but  that 
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I  may  be  most  firmly  assured,  that  all 
these  things  must  work  together  for 
good  to  me,  and  to  all  who  lore  Thee 
in  sincerity  and  truth. 

O  Thou  divine  Saviour!  I  could  not 
endure  a  thousandth  part  for  Thee,  of 
that  which  Thou  didst  endure  for  me; 
I  could  not  endure  the  lightest  pun¬ 
ishment  which  my  sins  have  merited; 
much  less  that  which  would  merit 


eternal  life.  All  the  tribulations  of 
the  present  life,  arc  not  worthy  to  fee 
compared  to  the  glory,  which  shall 
fee  revealed  in  me  and  all  thy  believ¬ 
ing  children,  in  a  coming  world,  for 
these  are  temporal,  w  hereas  the  other 
is  eternal.  These  are  the  common 
lot  of  the  children  of  God,  in  the 
school  of  discipline  of  the  travellers  to 
Mount  Zion — the  medicine  of  the 
soul— the  seal  of  love  and  excitement 
to  devotion,  a  trial  of  the  faith — the 
exercise  of  my  patience,  a  proof  of  my 
steadfastness,  and  an  unerring  evi¬ 
dence  of  my  assimilation  unto  Thee. 
And  am  I  chastised— it  is  only  that  I 
may  be  judged  of  Thee,  so  that  I  may 
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not  be  finally  condemned  with  ail  nil- 
godly  world;  shall  tribulation,  or 
bonds,  or  imprisonment,  or  banish¬ 
ment  into  misery,  nay  even  death,  be 
able  to  separate  me  from  thy  love,  0 
Lord?  O  he! — I  know,  full  well,  that 
without  thy  permission,  they  cannot 
befal  me— -that  thy  mercy  can  sweet¬ 
en  them,  and  that  they  are  set  apart 
in  thy  love,  for  the  advancement  of 
my  best  interests;  nay,  that  they  all 
tend,  much  more,  to  bring  me  into 
communion  with  Thee,  than  to  sep¬ 
arate  me  from  thy  love. 

How  should  I,  therefore,  deny  Thee, 
who  hast  purchased  me  with  so  vast 
a  price?  Wiry  should  I  grieve  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  who  comforts  me  in  all 
my  sufferings?  How  can  I  set  a  su¬ 
perficial  value  upon  thy  blood,  when 
it  was  the  infinite  price  paid  down 
for  my  redemption?  O  how  can  I  any 
more  offend  Thee,  blessed  Saviour! 
inasmuch  as  Thou  art  my  peace,  and 
by  thy  blood,  hast  reconciled  me  with 
thine  offended  Father!  Hay,  how  can 
I  ever  be  forgetful  of  Thee,  who  art 
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ever,  and  in  all  places  so  mindful  of 

me?  Thou  art  my  Guide  in  all  my 
ways — Thou  art  my  Guardian  when 
at  home — my  Intercessor  and  Advo¬ 
cate  in  prayer — my  Comfort  in  tribu¬ 
lation — Thou  ope  nest  thy  munificent 
hand  and  supplyest  my  table  with 
food — and  commandest  thy  benedic¬ 
tion  upon  all  the  work  of  mine  hands. 
I  would,  therefore,  O  heavenly7  Parent! 
commend  unto  thine  unvaried  good¬ 
ness  and  kind  protection,  my  body, 
soul  and  spirit,  through  the  ensuing 
night,  and  cordially  beseech  Thee,  to 
spread  over  me  the  protecting  ban¬ 
ners  of  thy  love,  so  that  I  may  enjoy 
a  comfortable  repose,  and  awake  in 
the  morning  refreshed  and  invigora¬ 
ted  for  the  duties  of  the  day,  and 
grant  unto  me,  the  guidance  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  that  in  all  I  undertake 
or  do,  whether  asleep  or  awake, 
whether  laboring  or  enjoying  rest, 
whether  I  go  up  or  down,  I  may  do 
all  under  thy  gracious  governance, 
in  thy  fear,  and  to  the  praise  and 
honor  of  thy  most  holy  name,  for  the 
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alone  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  my 
strength  and  my  Hedeemer,  in  whose 
words,  I  would  again  conclude  my 
prayer,  by  calling  on  Thee,  as  Our 
Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  &c. — A- 
men. 
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H  Y  M  N  40.  L,  M. — Kimholten. 

rfO  God,  the  universal  King, 

^  Let  all  mankind  their  tribute  bring; 

All  that  have  breath,  your  voices  raise, 

In  songs  of  never-ceasing  praise. 

2  The  spacious  earth  on  which  we  tread, 

And  wider  heav’ns  stretch'd  o’er  our  head, 
A  large  and  solemn  temple  frame, 

And  celebrate  its  Builders  fame. 

3  Here  the  bright  sun  that  rules  the  day, 

As  through  the  sky  he  makes  his  way; 

To  all  the  world  proclaims  aloud, 

The  boundless  sov’reignty  of  God. 

4  When  from  his  courts  the  sun  retires, 

And  with  the  day  his  voice  expires, 

The  moon  and  stars  adopt  the  song, 

And  through  the  night  his  praise  prolong. 
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5  The  listening  earth  with  rapture  hears 
Th*  harmonious  music  of  the  spheres; 
And  all  her  tribes  the  notes  repeat, 
That  God  is  wise,  and  good,  and  great. 
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But  man,  endow’d  with  nobler  pow’rs, 
His  God  in  nobler  strains  adores; 

His  is  the  gift  to  know  the  song, 

As  well  as  sing  with  tuneful  tongue. 

PRAYER  XLI. 


“  But  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to  God:  I  have 
put  my  trust  in  the  Lord  God,  that  I  may  declare  all 
thy  works.” — Ps.  73.  28. 

O  merciful  God  and  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther!  Creator  of  all  things,  and  judge 
of  all  mankind!  Thou  great  and  ex¬ 
alted  God!  I,  thy  unworthy  servant, 
(or  hand-maid,)  confess  freely,  and 
with  a  broken  heart,  that  I  am  a  great 
and  grievous  sinner ;  alas!  I  was  not 
only  conceived  and  born  in  sin,  but 
have  also  conceived  sin  in  my  heart, 
and  brought  it  forth  in  my  whole  life, 
as  my  daily  work;  so  that  iff  were  to 
attempt  to  justify  myself  in  thy  sight 
I  should  be  covered  with  shame  and 
confusion  of  face,  and  anticipate  thy 
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everlasting  wrath  and  displeasure. 
Inasmuch,  however,  as  I  learn  from 
thy  holy  w  ord,  that  Thou  art  a  merci¬ 
ful  and  gracious  God — long-suffering 
and  forgiving  of  iniquities,  transgres¬ 
sions  and  sins — that  Thou  wilt  be 
found  merciful  unto  all  who  seek 
Thee  in  sincerity,  and  call  on  Thee  in 
humility  of  soul,  for  mercy  and  for¬ 
giveness;  and  that  a  full  and  perfect 
satisfaction  has  been  made  unto  all 
the  demands  of  thy  justice,  by  the 
ignominious  and  excruciating  death 
of  thy  innocent  Son  Jesus,  our  only 
Mediator  and  Saviour,  w  hich  he  en¬ 
dured  on  this  day  of  the  week;  I  would 
therefore,  approach  unto  Thee  with 
the  most  unwavering  confidence,  and 
beseech  Thee  to  forgive  me  ail  my 
great,  grievous  and  manifold  sins. 
Forgive  me,  O  God,  for  the  sake  of 
this  thy  Son,  all  the  sin  in  which  I 
was  conceived  and  born,  and  those 
which  I  have  committed  against  thy 
will  and  commandments,  during  my 
life  until  the  present  period  of  my 
existence;  for  I  would  exercise  im- 
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plicit  faith  in  Thee,  and  sincerely 
desire  to  amend  my  life  and  conduct. 
Thou  didst  on  this  day,  pay  down  the 
ransom  for  my  soul,  so  that  neither 
satan,  death  nor  hell,  nor  damnation 
have  any  claims  upon  me,  nor  shall 
ever  bring  me  into  condemnation. 

I  thank  Thee,  also,  O  God,  for  all 
thy  great  and  incomprehensible  ben¬ 
efits,  Thou  hast  bestowed  upon  me, 
both  as  to  body  and  soul,  and  especial¬ 
ly,  for  permitting  me  to  rest  securely, 
as  in  the  arms  of  thy  love,  and  under 
the  shadow  of  thy  wings,  and  guar¬ 
dianship  of  thy  holy  angels,  through 
the  past  night,  and  hast  permitted  me 
to  arise  in  health  and  strength,  to  be¬ 
hold  the  light  of  this  morning.  Teach 
me,  O  Lord,  from  day  to  day,  how  to 
successfully  withstand  all  my  sinful 
propensities,  and  to  crucify  the  lusts 
of  the  flesh.  Assist  me  by  thy  grace, 
to  withstand  the  evil  desires  of  the 
flesh,  and  to  offer  all  the  faculties  of 
my  soul  and  body,  as  instruments  of 
righteousness,  that  they  may  become 
holy,  O  God,  as  Thou  art  holv. 
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O  Almighty  Creator  and  gracious 
Redeemer  of  mankind!  I  would  lift 
my  hands  and  eyes  to  Thee,  whose 
hands,  on  this  day,  created  me.  I 
would  lift  my  heart  up  unto  Thee, 
whose  heart  was,  on  this  day,  pierced 
with  the  fatal  spear,  for  my  sins;  nay, 
I  would  lift  my  body  and  soul  to  Thee, 
whose  body  and  soul,  were  lifted  up 
upon  the  fatal  tree,  as  a  perfect  offer¬ 
ing  for  the  sins  of  all  who  come  unto 
God,  by  the  merits  of  thine  atoning 
blood.  O  gracious  God,  may  those 
hands  by  which  1  was  created,  be 
ever  extended  to  my  assistance  in  all 
the  trials  and  labors  of  this  wearisome 
pilgrimage  on  earth.  May  those  arms 
which  w  ere  extended  on  the  cross,  be 
laid  underneath  and  round  about  me, 
so  that  I  may  be  so  united  with  Thee, 
that  nothing  may  ever  be  able  to  sep¬ 
arate  me  from  thy  love. 

O  Thou  faithful  Creator,  who  didst 
at  first,  create  me  out  of  nothing, 
preserve  me  by  thy  grace,  from  ren¬ 
dering  myself  worse  than  nothing. 
O  Thou  gracious  Redeemer,  who 
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didst  save  that  which  was  lost;  suffer 
not  those  whom  Thou  hast  redeemed 
to  come  short  of  thy  salvation.  Al¬ 
though  the  wiles  of  saiaa  are  great, 
yet  blessed  be  thy  name,  thy  goodness 
and  thy  grace  are  far  greater — al¬ 
though  my  sins  are  many  and  awful 
in  thy  sight,  yet  where  sins  abound, 
thy  grace  much  more  abounds.  O 
forbid,  that  the  work  of  thy  grace, 
should  be  interrupted,  or  thine  im¬ 
age,  which  Thou  hast  commenced  en¬ 
graving  upon  my  heart,  should  be 
ever,  on  account  of  my  sins,  blotted 
|  out.  Thou  hast,  O  Lord,  done  much 
good  unto  me— although  !  possessed, 

|  in  creation,  light,  yet  by  my  sins  have 
|  I  turned  this  light  into  darkness;  but 
|  Thou  hast  again  turned  my  darkness 
into  light— although  Thou  didst  cre¬ 
ate  me  free,  yet  I  plunged  myself  in¬ 
to  slavery,  but  by  thy  word  and  Spirit, 
Thou  hast  again  set  me  at  liberty — 
|  although  I  was  created  happy,  yet  I 
thrust  myself  into  abject  misery,  but 
|  Thou  hast,  by  thy  suffering  and  death, 
instated  me  in  more  than  original 
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happiness;  yes,  O  Lord,  iny  loss  has, 
by  thy  grace,  become  my  unspeakable 
gain,  inasmuch  as  Thou  hast  exalted 
me,  by  thy  redemption,  higher  than  I 
was  before  my  fall,  as  Thou  hast  re¬ 
deemed  me  not  only  from  death,  but 
unto  an  everlasting  and  unchangeable 
inheritance,  to  a  glorious  crown  of 
life  in  thy  kingdom,  to  pleasures  and 
felicities,  which  no  eye  hath  seen,  no 
ear  hath  heard,  and  which  have  never 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con¬ 
ceive.  How  can  I,  O  Lord,  ever 
make  suitable  returns  of  gratitude  to 
Thee,  for  thy  goodness  unto  me;  most 
assuredly  should  I  keep  those  eyes 
pure,  which  are  to  behold  thy  majes¬ 
ty;  to  consecrate  my  ears  to  thy 
praise,  which  are  to  hear  inexpressi¬ 
ble  things;  and  to  preserve  my  heart 
from  all  sinful  lusts  and  inclinations, 
which  is  to  enjoy  such  pleasures  as 
have  never  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man.  Grant,  O  God,  that  I  may  ev  er 
be  mindful  of  these  duties,  and  that 
I  may  be  ever  willing  and  ready  to 
put  them  into  fulfilment. 
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O  heavenly  Parent!  Thou  art  the 
holy  One  in  Israel,  who  didst  create 
me  in  righteousness  and  holiness;  O 
Jesus!  Thou  Holy  Lamb  of  God,  w  ho 
hast  redeemed  me,  that  I  may  serve 
Thee  in  holiness  all  the  days  of  my 
life;  O  Holy  Spirit,  Thou  holy  and 
blessed  Gift  of  the  Most  High,  Thou 
who  hast  sanctified  and  delivered  me 
from  the  slavery  of  sin,  and  hast  call¬ 
ed  me  to  a  participation  of  the  inher¬ 
itance  of  the  saints  in  light,  that  I  may 
already  be  holy  here,  so  that  I  may 
be  perfectly  holy  and  happy  in  heav¬ 
en  hereafter.  O  Thou  Holy  Trinity! 
sanctify  me  entirely,  so  that  my  w  hole 
body,  soul  and  spirit  may  be  preserv¬ 
ed  blameless,  unto  the  day  of  perfect 
redemption.  Faithful  art  Thou,  O 
God,  w  ho  hast  called  me  from  dark¬ 
ness  unto  light,  O  therefore,  be  pleas¬ 
ed  to  do  for  me,  abundantly  more  and 
better  things  than  I  am  able  to  ask  or 
am  worthy  to  recei  ve,  for  Jesus’  sake, 
to  whom,  with  Thee  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  be  all  honor  and  praise,  both 
now  and  forever.-— Amen. 
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Evening  devotions  for  Friday* 

HYMN  41.  C.  M. — - Jbrundel. 

YE.  that  obey  th’  i mortal  King, 

Attend  his  holy  place; 

Bow  to  the  glories  of  his  pow’r, 

And  bless  his  wondrous  grace. 

2  Lift  up  your  bands  by  morning  light, 

And  send  your  souls  on  Ugh; 

Raise  your  admiring  thoughts  by  night* 
Above  the  starry  sky. 

8  The  God  of  Zion  cheers  our  hearts 
With  rays  of  quickening  grace; 

The  God  that  spread  the  heavens  abroad. 

And  rules  the  swelling  seas. 

PRAYER  XLII. 

*  Cause  me  to  hear  thy  loving-kindness  in  the 
morning;  for  in  Fhee  do  I  trust:  cause  me  to  know 
the  way  wherein  I  should  walk;  for  i  lift  my  soul  to 
Thee.’’— Ps.  143,  8. 

O  'merciful,  gracious  God,  and  ever 
faithful  Redeemer!  Thou  who  didst, 
od  this  day,  at  first  create  and  then 
redeem  man- — Thou  didst  at  first  blow 
the  breath  of  life  into  his  nostrils,  and 
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didst  afterwards,  for  his  sake,  thyself 
give  up  the  ghost  and  die.  Exhibit 
thyself  towards  me  as  a  faithful  Cre¬ 
ator,  to  provide  for  thine  own  work, 
and  as  an  Almighty  Saviour,  to  pre¬ 
serve  that  which  Thou  hast  purchas¬ 
ed  with  thy  Mood.  Permit  not  thy 
hatred  against  sin,  to  extinguish  thy 
love  towards  me,  thy  creature,  or  my 
transgressions  to  prevent  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  merits  cf  thy  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  upon  my  soul.  \  ; y 

I  readily  acknowledge,  O  blessed 
Jesus,  that  my  sins  have  merited  the 
displeasure  of  thy  heavenly  Father, 
but  Thou  hast  made  an  atonement  for 
me — my  foolish  and  sinful  Ijjsts  and 
desires,  might  well  have  brought 
down  the  severest  chastisement  upon 
me,  but  Thou  hast  permitted  them  to 
fall  upon  Thee.  Death  would  have 
been  the  just  wages  ©f  mine  iniqui¬ 
ties,  but  Thou  didst  sutler  this  dread¬ 
ful  penalty  in  my  stead. 

On  this  day,  did  my  first  father 
Adam,  become  a  living  soul,  but  Thou 
0  blessed  Saviour,  didst  as  the  se¬ 
cond  Adam,  give  up  the  ghost. 
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On  this  day,  Adam  in  the  garden  of 
Paradise,  violated  the  command  of 
God — and  on  this  day,  in  another  gar¬ 
den,  thy  soul  on  this  account,  was 
sorrowful,  even  unto  death.  On  this 
day,  Adam  reached  forth  his  hand, 
and  partook  of  the  forbidden  fruit  of 
the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil;  and  on  this  day,  wast  Thou,  for 
this  cause,  lifted  up  upon  the  fatal 
tree  of  the  accursed  cross. 

On  this  day,  Adam  fell  into  a  deep 
sleep— his  side  was  opened,  and  Eve 
as  the  companion  of  his  bosom,  was 
created  out  of  his  rib,  as  flesh  of  his 
flesh  and  bone  of  his  bone;  and  in  like 
manner  on  this  day  did  the  sleep  of 
death  fall  upon  Thee,  O  Jesus,  thy 
side  was  opened,  whence  proceed¬ 
ed  thy  beloved  bride,  the  church 
which  Thou  didst  purchase  with  thy 
blood. 

On  this  day  Adam  brought  upon 
himself  and  his  offspring,  a  tremen¬ 
dous  curse;  and  on  this  day,  O  belov¬ 
ed  Jesus,  didst  Thou  purchase  for  us, 
as  members  of  thy  body,  an  everlast- 
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ing  benediction.  Thou  didst  restore 
all,  and  more  than  Adam  lost.  Alas! 
how  sorely  didst  Thou  suffer,  for  that 
which  he  thoughtlessly  passed  over; 
for  Thou  didst  pay  down  the  ransom 
for  all  his  and  our  sins  and  transgres¬ 
sions. 

O  Lord  Jesus !  be  pleased  to  grant 
me  the  hand  of  faith,  that  I  may  re¬ 
ceive  a  sufficiency  of  this,  thine  infin¬ 
ite  merit,  to  satisfy  for  the  enormous 
amount,  and  to  remove  far  from  me 
the  grievous  burden  of  my  sins ; 
strengthen  Thou  those  hands  of  faith, 
that  I  may  lift  them  up  to  thy  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  and  receive  from  his  hand 
a  free  and  full  remission  of  all  mine 
iniquities,  signed  by  thy  blood,  and 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  thy  cross, 
on  which  Thou  didst,  on  this  day,  fin¬ 
ish  the  work  of  our  redemption.  1 
believe,  O  Lord  Jesus,  do  Thou 
i  strengthen  my  faith ;  for  on  this  con¬ 
dition,  Thou  hast  promised  me  a  par¬ 
ticipation  of  thyself  and  all  the  mer¬ 
its  of  thy  blood;  if  Thou  hadst  requir¬ 
ed  even  much  more  at  our  hands,  it 
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would  have  been  our  baunden  duty 
to  render  it  to  Thee,  la  order  to  ran¬ 
som  our  souls;  how  much  more  are 
we,  therefore,  bound  to  reader  Thee 
unfeigned  obedience,  when  Thou  com* 
mandest  us  to  ‘‘believe  and  live:”  to 
cast  our  confidence  entirely  upon 
Thee,  and  Thou  wilt  deliver  us  from 
all  evil;  to  lay  hold  of  the  ransom 
money  that  rI  hou  hast  paid  for  us ; 
to  cease  to  do  evil  and  learn  to  do 
well,  and  enjoy  peace  with  God,  life 
and  salvation,  nay,  thyself,  with  all 
the  treasures  and  pleasures  which 
are  at  thy  right-hand  forevermore. 

O  Thou  divine  Saviour!  on  this  da^ 
thy  sufferings  all  terminated,  and  on 
the  evening  of  this  day,  w  ere  all  thy 
pains  and  miseries  laid  in  the  grave. 
O  grant  that  all  my  sufferings  and 
anxieties  may  now  also  end,  and  per¬ 
mit  me  to  enjoy  a  sweet  and  refresh¬ 
ing  repose,  during  the  silent  watches 
of  the  present  night. 

Thou,  O  God,  didst  permit  Adam, 
in  Paradise,  to  sink  Into  a  deep  sleep, 
from  which  Thou  didst,  in  mercy, 
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speedily  awake  him,  may,  Thou,  O 
Lord,  didst,  on  this  day,  sink  into  the 
sleep  of  death  on  the  cross;  and  didst 
rise  again  on  the  third  day,  in  a  tri¬ 
umphant  manner,  from  the  slumbers 
of  the  grave;  O  permit  me,  also,  to 
sleep  securely,  as  under  thy  protec¬ 
tion,  and  awaken  on  the  coming 
morning,  refreshed  and  invigorated, 
so  as  to  engage  in,  and  prosecute  the 
duties  of  the  day  with  cheerfulness. 
Strengthen  then  Thou  my  soul,  with 
faith  in  thy  resurrection,  and  wake 
up  my  sleeping  dust,  in  the  last  day, 

I  to  everlasting  life — to  the  enjoyment 
j  of  thy  everlasting  kingdom,  which 
Thou  hast  prepared  for  all  who  cor¬ 
dially  love  and  serve  Thee. 

O  Thou  God  of  Peace!  who  hast 
brought  again  from  the  dead,  the 
great  Shepherd  of  thy  sheep,  by  the 
blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant! 
Make  me  ready  for  every  good  word 
and  work,  to  accomplish  thy  will  and 
create  within  me  whatever  is  pleas- 
tug  in  thy  sight,  through  dtsus  Christ, 
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to  whom,  with  Thee  and  the  Spirit 
of  all  grace,  he  all  the  praise,  power, 
majesty  and  glory  forever  and  ever.— 
Amen. 


Morning  devotions  for  Saturday , 

HYMN  42.  L.  M. — Russia. 

j^iREAT  God,  indulge  my  humble  claim, 

"  *  Thou  art  my  hope,  my  joy,  my  rest; 

The  glories  that  compose  thy  name 
Stand  all  engag’d  to  make  me  blest. 

2  Thou  Great  and  Good,  Thou  Just  and  Wise* 
Thou  art  my  Father  and  my  God; 

And  I  am  thine  by  sacred  ties, 

Thy  son,  thy  servant,  bought  with  blood . 

3  With  early  feet  I  love  f  appear 
Among  thy  saints  and  seek  thy  face; 

Oft  have  I  seen  thy  glory  there, 

And  felt  the  po.w’r  of  sovereign  grace. 

4  Not  fruit  nor  wines  that  tempt  our  taste, 
Nor  all  the  joys  our  senses  know, 

Could  make  me  so  divinely  blest, 

Or  raise  my  cheerful  passion  so. 

5  My  life  itself  without  thy  love 
No  taste  of  pleasure  could  afford; 
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’T  would  but  a  tiresome  burden  prove, 

If  I  were  banish'd  from  the  Lord, 

6  Amidst  the  wakeful  hours  of  night, 

When  busy  cares  afflict  my  head, 

One  thought  of  Thee  gives  new  delight, 

And  adds  refreshment  to  my  bed. 

7  I’ll  lift  my  hands,  HI  raise  my  voice, 

While  I  have  breath  to  pray  or  praise; 

This  work  shall  make  my  heart  rejoice, 

And  spend  the  remnant  of  my  days. 

PRAYER  XLIII. 

« As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so 
panteth  my  soul  after  Thee,  O  God.  My  soul  thirst- 
eth  for  God;  when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before 
God,” — Ps.  42.  1,  2. 

O  Thou  holy  God  and  compassion¬ 
ate  Father!  how  shall  I  repay  all  thy 
benefits,  bestow  ed  upon  me  from  my 
earliest  infancy  to  the  present  period 
of  my  life?  How  shall  I  render  suit¬ 
able  thanksgi  ving  for  thy  unmerited 
goodness  exhibited  unto  me,  especi¬ 
ally  in  permitting  me  to  rest  securely 
under  the  banners  of  thy  love,  during 
the  past  night,  and  to  arise  to  behold 
the  light  of  this  morning,  in  health 
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and  comfort?  Thou  permittest  me, 
O  God,  to  number  one  week  of  my  ex¬ 
istence,  after  another,  until  I  at  my 
appointed  time,  shall  arrive  at  the 
rest  which  Thou  hast  appointed  for 
thy  people,  when  I  shall  be  permitted 
to  enter  into  thy  everlasting  king¬ 
dom.  Remit,  O  Holy  Father,  all  my 
sins,  with  which  I  have  offended 
Thee — transgressed  thv  command- 
meats,  wounded  my  conscience,  and 
injured  my  fellow  creatures.  May  I 
commence  the' duties  of  this  day,  in 
the  enjoyment  of  thy  favor,  and  the 
aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  so  as  to  spend 
it  in  thy  service. 

O  Thou  omnipotent  Creator  of 

heaven  and  earth!  who  didst,  on  this 
day,  rest  from  all  thy  labors,  and 
blessed  and  hallowed  it,  permit  me, 
also,  after  this  wearisome  pilgrimage 
shall  have  terminated,  to  enjoy  a 
sweet  and  uninterrupted  rest  with 
Thee  in  heaven,  where  I  shall  enjoy 
an  eternal  Sabbath — celebrate  an  un¬ 
ending  jubilee — sing  an  everlasting 
hallelujah— wear  an  unfading  crown 
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, — receive  an  incorruptible  inherits 
ance — and  enjoy  a  fullness  of  joy 
and  pleasures  with  Thee  forever¬ 
more. 

O  Lord  my  G  od  l  may  this  rest  be 
ever  the  object  of  my  chief  desires, 
the  pearl  of  great  price,  which  I  long 
for,  the  wished-for  haven,  towards 
which  my  desires,  by  the  guidance  of 
thy  Spirit,  are  directed.  Draw  off 
the  desires  of  my  heart  from  all  vain 
i  and  perishable  objects,  and  place 
them  entirely  upon  heaven  and  things 
divine;  burst  asunder  the  bands,  by 
which  my  affections  have  been  fet¬ 
tered  to  the  sublunary  and  fleeting 
j  objects  of  time  and  sense,  and  unite 
1  them  even  unto  Thee,  in  righteous¬ 
ness  and  true  holiness.  Continue  and 
increase  in  my  soul,  a  deadly  hatred 
to  ail  evil  and  poisonous  fruits  of  the 
flesh,  and  a  sincere  hunger  for  the 
fruit  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  the  grace  of 
!  thy  Holy  Spirit.  Forbid  that  I  should 
;  seek  rest,  under  the  transitory  shad- 
|  owr  of  a  withering  gourd,  like  Jonah, 
but  may '  I  seek  my  rest  under  the 
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wide-spread  shadow  of  thy  cross. 
Forbid  that  I  should,  like  the  Reu- 
benites  of  old,  desire  to  take  up  my 
abode  on  this  side  of  Jordan ;  but 
grant  unto  me  a  safe  passage  through 
the  crimson  flood,  which  flowed  from 
the  sacred  head,  hands,  feet  and  side 
of  thy  dear  Son  my  Saviour,  into  the 
heavenly  Canaan;  and,  inasmuch  as  I 
cannot  enter  upon  immortality,  but 
by  the  opdurance  of  temporal  death, 
O  be  pleased  to  smooth  my  way  dow  n 
to  the  chambers  of  the  grave — banish 
from  me  all  fear  of  death,  and  may  I 
realize,  that  his  sting  is  taken  away. 
Assure  me,  for  this  purpose,  that 
death  shall  not  harm  me;  but  that  I 
shall,  thereby,  be  delivered  from  all 
crosses,  anxieties,  pain,  sin  and  death, 
and  be  introduced  into  uninterrupted 
joy — inexpressible  honor  and  immor¬ 
tality,  and  the  enjoyment  of  such  fe¬ 
licity,  as  eye  hath  not  seen,  ear  hath 
not  heard  and  as  has  never  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive; 
that  the  vanities  of  this  transitory 
world  shall  no  sooner  fade  away  be- 
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fore  mine  eyes,  than  I  shall  be  sur¬ 
rounded  with  happiness  and  glory; 
that  instead  of  this  frail  tenement  of 
clay,  in  which  I  at  present  sojourn,  I 
shall  enter  into  the  City  of  God, 
whose  streets  are  paved  with  gold, 
whose  gates  are  set  with  pearls,  and 
whose  walls  are  built  with  precious 
stones:  that  instead  of  a  few  friends, 
which  I  leave  behind,  these  mine  eyes 
shall  behold  Thee,  the  omnipotent 
and  glorious  God,  in  all  thy  majesty 
— Thee  my  dear  Redeemer  in  the  re¬ 
fulgence  of  thy  glory — Thee,  the 
Comforter  of  my  soul,  the  Holy  Ghost 
in  all  thy  holiness-the  holy  angels  and 
arch-angels  in  all  their  splendor — all 
the  redeemed  from  among  men,  shin¬ 
ing  like  the  brightness  of  the  firma¬ 
ment,  and  like  the  stars  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven,  in  perfect  felicity — 
where  I  shall  no  more  suffer  hunger, 
or  thirst,  or  labor,  or  toil,  or  any  pain 
or  want — where  I  shall  no  more  need 
any  special  dwelling,  inasmuch  as 
the  heaven  of  heavens  will  constitute 
my  everlasting  dwelling-place — nor 
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any  special  temple,  as  God  himself 
shall  be  my  temple — nor  any  light, 
as  the  Lamb  of  God,  Jesus  Christ, 
will  be  my  light. 

O  gracious  God !  may  the  hope  and 
desire  after  this  blessed  rest,  sweeten 
all  my  labors  and  toils — lighten  all 
my  crosses  and  tribulations,  and  de¬ 
liver  me  from  all  my  sorrows  and  af¬ 
flictions*  May  my  heart  be,  thereby, 
strengthened  so  that  I  may  never 
grow  weary  in  the  discharge  of  the 
arduous  du  ties  of  my  calling,  or  faint 
under  heavy  crosses  and  temptations, 
but  go  on  joyfully,  and  persevere  even 
unto  the  end,  until  I  at  last  arrive  in 
the  possession  of  the  much  wished  and 
longed  for  land  of  promise — -receive 
from  thy  hand  the  allotment  of  my 
blessed  inheritance,  and  with  all  holy 
angels  and  redeemed  ones,  praise, 
laud  and  magnify  thy  holy  name  for¬ 
ever  and  ever,  through  Jesus  Christ 
my  Saviour  and  Redeemer.— Amen. 
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Evening  devotions  for  Saturday . 

HYMN  43.  8?s.  &  7’s. — -  Bar  tim  eou& 

fl"iOME  Thou  fount  of  every  blessing, 

^  Tune  my  heart  to  sing  thy  grace; 
Streams  of  mercy  never  ceasing, 

Call  for  songs  of  loudest  praise: 

Teach  me  some  melodious  sonnet, 

Sung  by  flaming  tongues  above: 

Praise  the  mount— I’m  fix’d  upon  it, 
Mount  of  God’s  unchanging  love, 

S  Here  I’ll  raise  my  Ebenezer; 

Hither  by  thy  help  I’m  come; 

And  I  hope,  by  thy  good  pleasure, 

Safely  to  arive  at  home. 

Jesus  sought  me  when  a  stranger, 
Wandr’ing  from  the  fold  of  God; 

He,  to  save  my  soul  from  danger, 
Interpos’d  his  precious  blood. 

8  0!  to  grace,  how  great  a  debtor, 

Daily  I’m  constrain’d  to  be! 

Let  thy  grace,  Lord,  like  a  fetter, 

Bind  my  wandering  heart  to  Thee! 

Prone  to  Wander,  Lord,  I  feel  it, 

Prone  to  leave  the  God  l  love — 

Here’s  my  heart,  O',  take  and  seal  it! 

Seal  it  from  thy  courts  above. 
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Fit  AYER  XLIV. 

“  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  the  mercies, 
and  of  all  the  truths,  which  Thou  hast  shewed  unto 
thy  servant.” — Gen.  32.  10. 

O  eternal  God!  Thou  Lord  of  heav¬ 
en  and  earth!  I  would  with  unfeigned 
sincerity  of  soul,  praise,  adore  and 
magnify  thy  majesty,  wisdom  and  om¬ 
nipotence,  for  all  the  wonderful 
works,  which  Thou  didst  create  in 
six  days,  as  also  for  the  sanctified 
rest  which  Thou  didst  enjoy  on  this 
day,  by  which  Thou  hast  assured  me 
of  a  blessed  and  everlasting  rest  in 
heaven. 

O  Lord!  how  can  I  ever  make  ade¬ 
quate  returns  of  gratitude  and  praise 
for  all  thy  goodness,  w  hich  Thou  hast 
bestowed  upon  me,  not  only  through 
this  day,  which  is  just  past  and  gone, 
but  also,  through  the  past  w  eek  and 
all  the  periods  of  my  past  life?  From 
my  youth  up,  hast  Thou  led  and 
guided  me  in  infinite  wisdom — Thou 
hast  governed  me  in  the  most  father- 
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ly  manner,  and  protected  me  by  thine 
almighty  power — -Thoti  hast  blessed 
me  both  as  to  soul  and  body — defend¬ 
ing  me  from  evil  and  danger,  and  de¬ 
livering  me  from  trouble,  and  hast 
stretched  out  thy  paternal  hand  over 
me  and  mine,  through  the  past  week, 
to  our  preservation,  and  hast  pros¬ 
pered  the  works  of  our  hands  in  such 
wise,  that  we  have  not  lacked  any 
good.  It  is  true  that  sufficient  for  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof,  and  each  week 
has  its  measure  of  cares  and  anxie¬ 
ties,  but  Thou,  O  Lord,  llii-St  A  O  ^ 
enabled  me  to  overcome  the  evil,  but 
also,  to  pass  through  the  trials  and 
cares  of  the  past  week,  with  comfort, 
and  to  arrive  at  another  seasonable 
rest,  to  invigorate  my  wearied  frame. 
Well  may  my  heart  and  tongue  in  joy 
exclaim:  the  Lord  hath  done  great 
thin  gs  unto  me,  whereof  I  am  glad. 

O  gracious  God!  I  know  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  I  have,  alas!  in  in¬ 
numerable  instances,  offended  Thee, 
and  excited  thy  just  displeasure, 
through  the  past  week,  insomuch  that 
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it  is  matter  of  astonishment  to  me. 

7 

that  Thou  shouldest  deal  so  gently 
with  me.  But  I  am  grieved  on  ac¬ 
count  of  my  transgressions.  0  that 
I  had  never  been  guilty  of  one  sin 
against  Thee,  but  had  yielded  a  con¬ 
stant  and  unreserved  obedience  to 
thy  will  and  commandments!  For¬ 
give  me  all  my  sins;  and  as  thy  belov¬ 
ed  Son  Jesus  Christ,  on  this  day,  laid 
in  the  grave,  but  was  not  permitted 
to  see  corruption;  in  like  manner,  O 
Lord,  bury  all  the  sins  which  I  have 
committed,  not  only  through  the  past 
week,  but  also,  through  all  my  past 
life,  in  the  grave  of  eternal  oblivion. 
O  forgive  me,  for  Jesus’  sake,  and  re¬ 
member  me  in  much  mercy,  O  God, 
so  that  I  may  sink  sweetly  into  the 
arms  of  sleep,  and  arise  on  the  com¬ 
ing  morning,  refreshed  and  prepared 
for  thy  service,  for  which  Thou  hast 
created  me,  and  to  which  I  am  sol¬ 
emnly  bound  by  the  work  of  redemp¬ 
tion  through  Jesus  Christ. 

And  as  my  blessed  Redeemer,  after 
his  resurrection,  never  entered  into 
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the  grave  again,  even  so,  grant,  O 
Lord,  that  after  Thou  hast  raised  me 
out  of  the  grave  of  sin,  I  may  not 
again  plunge  into  it;  but  render  my 
heart,  (which  by  nature  is  harder 
than  the  rock  out  of  which  the  sepul¬ 
chre  was  hewn,  in  which  the  body  of 
my  Saviour  was  laid,)  a  worthy  re- 
cepticle  in  which  this  Saviour,  not 
as  dead,  but  as  living,  may  forever 
be  retained.  0  that  I  may  enjoy  the 
coming  Sabbath  of  rest  in  him !  for 
alone  in  him  do  I  find  rest  for  my 
soul — real  joy  for  my  heart,  and  com¬ 
plete  satisfaction  for  all  the  longing 
desires  of  my  spirit.  In  him  is  open¬ 
ed  up,  a  living  fountain,  in  which 
there  is  a  fullness  of  joy,  and  at  his 
right-hand  there  are  pleasures  for¬ 
evermore. 

And  as  Thou,  O  kind  and  compas¬ 
sionate  Father!  hast  provided  for  me 
through  the  past  week,  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  preserve  me  through  the  present 
night,  and  send,  for  this  purpose,  the 
holy  angels  that  they  may  come  in  un¬ 
to  me  and  tarry  with  me,  as  they  did 
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with  Lot,  and  that  they  may  continu¬ 
ally  encamp  round  about  me,  and 
protect  me  during  the  repose  of  the 
ensuing  night,  so  that  1  may  arise  on 
the  coming  morning,  with  gladness  of 
heart,  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of 
the  duties,  and  enjoyment  of  the  pre¬ 
cious  priviie  ^ es  cj a  tliC5  ,j'f  ^ 
know  not,  how  soon  the  evening  of 
my  life  shall  arrive,  I  beseech  Thee, 
O  Lord,  to  continue  with  me,  when 
the  evening  arrives,  and  forsake  me 
not.  With  Thee,  O  blessed  Saviour, 
it  was  evening,  when  Thou  didst  com¬ 
mend  thy  Spirit  into  the  hand  of 
thy  Father,  on  the  cross;  O  have 
mercy  then  upon  me,  an  unworthy 
sinner,  when  the  evening  of  death 
shall  set  in  with  me,  and  separate 
my  soul  and  body.  When  I  am  no 
longer  to  behold  the  light  of  this 
world,  be  Thou  my  present  helper  in 
this  time  of  greatest  need,  and  pre¬ 
serve  within  me  the  spark  of  faith, 
that  it  may  not  he  extinguished.  And 
although  all,  as  to  my  dying  body, 
mav  be  turned  into  darkness,  O  grant 
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that  the  rays  of  thy  divine  grace  may 
continue  to  shine  into  my  soul,  so  that 
I  may  fall  sweetly  asleep  in  Jesus* 
and  enter  into  thine  everlasting  king¬ 
dom,  there  to  spend  an  eternal  Sab¬ 
bath  of  rest,  free  from  all  cares  and 
anxieties,  and  resting  from  all  my 
labors,  whilst  I  am  without  interims-* 
sion,  engaged  in  swelling  praises 
and  thanksgivings  unto  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Ghost,  as  ray  Triune  God 
in  covenant. — Amen. 

H  Y  M  N  44.  C.  M. — Bedford. 

|»EGONE,  iny  worldly  cares  away. 

Nor  dare  to  tempt  my  sight; 

Let  me  begin  til’  ensuing  day, 

Before  I  end  this  night. 

2  Yes,  let  the  work  of  pray’r  and  praise 
Employ  my  heart  and  tongue; 

Begin,  my  soul!  thy  Sabbath  days 
Can  never  be  too  long. 

8  Let  the  past  mercies  of  the  week 
Excite  a  grateful  frame; 

Nor  let  my  tongue  refuse  to  speak 
Some  good  of  Jesus’  name, 
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4  On  wings  of  expectation  borne; 
My  hopes  to  heav’n  ascend; 

I  long  to  welcome  in  the  morn; 
With  Thee  the  day  to  spend, 
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Supplication  for  grace  rightly  to 
hear  the  word  of  God. 

HYMN  45.  C.  M.  —  Clarendon. 

l^ATHER  of  mercies,  in  thy  word 
What  endless  glories  shine! 

Forever  be  thy  name  adored 
For  these  celestial  lines. 

2  Here,  may  the  wretched  sons  of  want 
Exhaustless  riches  find; 

Riches  above  what  earth  can  grant. 

And  lasting  as  the  mind. 

8  Here,  the  fair  tree  of  knowledge  grows, 

And  yields  a  free  repast; 

Sublimer  sweets  than,  nature  knows 
Invite  the  longing  taste. 

4  Here;  springs  of  consolation  rise 
To  cheer  the  fainting  mind ; 

And  thirsty  souls  receive  supplies, 

And  sweet  refreshment  find. 

2  Here  the  Redeemer's  welcome  voice 
Spreads  heavenly  peace  around, 
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And  life,  and  everlasting  joys 
Attend  the  blissful  sound. 

6  Oh,  may  these  heavenly  pages  be 
My  ever  dear  delight; 

And  still  new  beauties  may  1  see. 

And  still  increasing  light! 

*7  Divine  instructed,  gracious  Lord, 

Be  Thou  forever  near, 

Teach  me  to  love  thy  sacred  word, 

And  view  my  Saviour  there. 

PRAYER  XLV. 

“Search  the  scriptures;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye 
have  eternal  life ;  and  they  are  they  which  testify  of 
me.”— John  5.  39. 

O  ever  blessed  Cod  and  Father! 

my  sow!  would  rejoice,  and  my  heart 
would  exult  with  gladness  within 
me,  when  I  reflect  on  thy  exuberant 
goodness  towards  me,  in  permitting 
me  to  enjoy  thy  word,  through  which 
I  may  learn  thy  works  and  will  to 
my  comfort,  in  all  tribulations  and 
adversities.  But  especially  would  I 
thank  Thee,  that  while  the  precious 
volume  of  thy  word,  is  to  multitudes 
who  profess  the  Christian  name,  a 
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sealed  book,  and  they  are  fed  with 
the  mere  husks  of  the  traditions  of 
men,  from  which  they  cannot  derive 
the  least  true  comfort  or  instructions, 
Thou  hast  granted  me  the  gracious 
privilege  of  reading  and  contemplat¬ 
ing  these  sacred  oracles.  Grant, 
therefore,  O  Father!  that  I  may  ever 
make  a  due  improvement  of  these  in¬ 
valuable  blessings,  by  attentively 
reading  and  inwardly  digesting  the 
precious  truths  and  doctrines  contain" 
ed  in  thy  holy  word.  And,  inasmuch 
as  I  cannot,  in  consequence  of  my 
natural  depravity,  read  and  under¬ 
stand  thy  word  without  the  blessed 
influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  O  be 
pleased  to  pour  out  thy  Spirit  into 
my  heart,  to  the  enlightening  of  my 
mind,  in  order  that  I  may  comprehend 
and  understand  it,  and  incline  Thou 
my  will  to  exercise  a  true  faith  and 
yield  a  cheerful  and  unwavering  obe¬ 
dience  to  all  thy  will  and  command¬ 
ments.  Forbid  that  thy  w  ord  should 
ever  prove  a  dead  letter,  or  become 
a  savor  of  death  unto  death  to  me, 
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but  grant  that  it  may  be  a  savor  of 
life  unto  life,  and  a  seed  of  regenera¬ 
tion.  Grant  that  this  seed  may  take 
deep  root  within  me,  and  bring  forth 
much  fruit  unto  everlasting  life;  that 
I  may  be  thereby  constrained  to  make 
progress  in  the  amendment  of  my 
whole  life — be  greatly  consoled  and 
borne  up  in  all  trials  and  temptations 
— be  strengthened  in  faith  and  pa¬ 
tience,  and  confirmed  in  all  manner 
of  good  works,  and  thus  be  edified 
unto  life  eternal.  May  it  not  only 
sound  in  my  ears,  but  also  penetrate 
my  heart,  so  that  I  may  continue 
faithful  in  the  confession  of  the  truth 
unto  the  end,  and  finally  receive 
the  end  of  my  faith,  even  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  my  soul,  through  Jesus. 
Christ  my  Mediator  and  Redeemer.— 
Amen. 
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Instructions  how  to  hear  God’s  holy 

word  with  profit, 

HYMN  46.  87877  7—  Treasure . 

gSRECIQUS  Bible!  what  a  treasure 
Does  the  word  of  God  afford! 

All  I  want  for  life  or  pleasure, 

Food  and  med’cine,  shield  and  sword. 

Let  the  world  account  me  poor, 

'  Having  this,  I  want  no  more. 

2  Food  to  which  the  world’s  a  stranger, 

Here  my  hungry  soul  enjoys; 

Of  excess  there  is  no  danger, 

Though  it  fills,  it  never  cloys: 

On  a  dying  Christ  I  feed, 

He  is  meat  and  drink  indeed! 

3  When  my  faith  is  faint  and  sickly, 

Or  when  Satan  wounds  my  mind, 

Cordials  to  revive  me  quickly, 

Healing  med’cine  hear  I  find; 

To  the  promises  I  flee, 

Each  affords  a  remedy. 

4  In  the  hour  of  dark  temptation 

Satan  cannot  make  me  yield; 

For  the  word  of  consolation 
Is  to  me  a  mighty  shield: 

While  the  scripture  truths  are  sm;e 
From  his  malice  Fm  secure. 
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5  Vain  his  threats  to  overcome  me*, 

When  I  take  the  Spirit’s  word: 

Then  with  ease  I  drive  him  from  mev 
Satan  trembles  at  the  word: 

5Tis  a  sword  for  conquest  made, 

Keen  the  edge,  and  strong  the  blade. 

% 

6  Shall  I  envy  then  the  miser, 

Doting  on  his  golden  store? 

Sure  I  am,  or  should  be  wiser, 

I  am  rich,  ’tis  he  is  poor. 

Jesus  gives  me,  in  his  word, 

Food  and  med’cine,  shield  and  sword. 

INSTRUCTION  I. 

“Blessed  are  they  that  hear  the  word  of  God,  and 
keep  it.’ —Luke  4.  22. 

* 

The  humble  and  pious  Christian 
who  would  desire  to  hear  the  word  of 
God  with  profit,  must: 

In  the  first  place,  enter  into  a  suit¬ 
able  preparation  for  it,  so  that  he  may 
set  under  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
with  a  holy  reverence,  and  a  sincere 
spiritual  hunger  for  this  manna  from 
heaven,  as  the  only  true  nourishment 
of  his  soul.  Hence  says  the  preacher 
Solomon,  “Keep  thy  foot  when  thou 
goest  to  the  house  of  God,  and  be 
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.ready  to  hear.” — Eccl.  5. 1.  Now 
we  remark: 

1.  That  the  church  is  the  house  of 
God,  in  which  he  displays  his  graci¬ 
ous  presence  among  his  people*  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  promise:  “Where  two 
or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
name,  there  I  will  be  in  the  midst  of 
them”  to  bless  them.  We  may  there¬ 
fore,  with  propriety  say  of  such  as¬ 
semblies  what  the  patriarch  Jacob 
said  of  Bethel:  “Surely  the  Lord  is  in 
[  this  place,  and  I  knew  it  not,”  and 
again,  “This  is  none  other  but  the, 
house  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of 
heaven.” — Gen.  28.  16,  17.  Hence 
the  indispensible  necessity  Of  appear¬ 
ing  on  all  such  occasions  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Jehovah,  with  the  profoundest 
reverence.  When  Moses  was  about 
approaching  unto  the  burning  bush, 
the  Lord  said  unto  him:  “Draw  not 
nigh  hither;  put  off  thy  shoes  from  off 
thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
standest  is  holy  ground.”— Ex.  3.  5. 
In  like  manner  must  we  put  off  our 
shoes,  vis:  ail  sinful, unseemly,  earthly 
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thoughts  and  cares,  when  we  go  up  s  i 

into  the  house  of  God,  to  wait  upon 
him  according  to  his  will  and  ordin¬ 
ances. 

And  as  food  is  only  truly  nourishing 
to  us,  when  we  receive  it  with  a  good 
appetite;  even  so  must  the  preaching 
of  God’s  holy  word,  he  received  as 
spiritual  food  for  the  soul,  with  a  sin¬ 
cere  and  longing  desire  to  he  thereby 
nourished  and  strengthened,  and 
be  built  up  unto  eternal  salvation. 
Hence  says  the  apostle  Peter:  “Desire 
the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  ye 
may  grow  thereby.” — 1  Pet.  2.  2. 

It  follows,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  we  must  direct  our  seri¬ 
ous  and  undivided  attention  to  the 
preached  word,  after  the  example  of 
those  who  heard  the  preaching  of  our 
Saviour  himself,  of  whom  it  is  said; 
“The  eyes  of  all  them  that  were  in 
the  synagogue  were  fastened  on  him,” 
Luke  4.  20. 

2.  If  we  would  hear  the  preaching  1 
of  God’s  holy  word,  with  benefit  to 
our  immortal  soul,  we  must  ever  bear 
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I  *  ' 

in  inind,  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  receive  it  not  as  the  word  of  man, 
but  the  word  of  God.  For,  although 
it  be  preached  by  man,  yet  it  was  not 
either  conceived  or  invented  by  man, 
but  holy  men  spake  and  wrote  as  they 
were  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and 
hence  every  true  minister  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  is  an  ambassador  of  the  Lord  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.  Hence  says  the  apostle 
f!  Paul :  “  We  have  this  treasure  in 
|  earthen  vessels,  that  the  excellency 
i  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not 
of  us;” — 2  Cor.  4. 7.  And  the  blessed 
’  Redeemer  himself  declares  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  all  his  ministering  servants: 
“He  that  heareth  you,  heareih  me.” 
— Luke  10. 16.  And  we  have  a  most 
interesting  and  striking  exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  the  manner  in  w  hich  we  must 
hear  and  receive  the  messages  of 
God’s  word,  in  the  remarkable  case 
of  young  Samuel,  as  left  on  record,  1 
Sam.  3. 10 ;  where  we  are  informed 
that  when  God  was  about  revealing 
,  himself  to  him,  he  called  the  second 
time  unto  him  in  the  night,  saying: 

41 


INSTRUCTIONS 


32$ 

Samuel!  Samuel!  He  however  im¬ 
agined  that  it  was  the  voice  of  a  mere 
man — the  voice  of  Eli  the  priest,  and 
while  this  was  the  ease,  God  gave 
him  no  further  information  on  the 
subject,  but  as  soon  as  Samuel  realiz¬ 
ed  that  it  was  the  voice  of  God,  he 
immediately  exclaimed:  “Speak  Lord 
for  thy  servant  heareth;”  and  it  was 
then  that  God  made  a  revelation  of 
himself  to  him.  Even  so  will  the 
preaching  of  God’s  word  remain  bar¬ 
ren  and  unfruitful  in  us,  while  we  re¬ 
ceive  it  not  as  the  word  of  God,  but 
as  the  word  of  man.  Faith  thus  im¬ 
planted  in  us,  will  only  be  a  temporal 
and  not  a  divine  and  living  faith. 
Now,  in  order  to  salvation,  it  is  ne¬ 
cessary  that  we  exercise  a  divine 
faith,  that  is,  such  a  faith  which  re¬ 
lies  implicitly  on  the  testimonies  of 
God. 

3.  In  the  next  place  we  remark, 
that  profound  and  undivided  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  is 
indispensably  necessary,  inasmuch  as 
the  doctrines  of  our  salvation  are  here- 
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by  exhibited  unto  us — doctrines,  into 
which  the  angels  desire  to  look  and 
delight  to  hear.  And  hence,  if  we 
would  derive  profit  from  the  preach¬ 
ed  word,  we  must  receive  it  in  the 
exercise  of  a  true  and  living  faith. 
What  was  the  great  reason,  why  the 
great  mass  of  the  Israelites,  who  came 
up  out  of  Egypt,  fell  in  the  wilderness 
and  finally  perished?  Why  the  apos¬ 
tle  Paul  informs  us  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  his  epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
in  explicit  terms,  that  it  was  their 
unbelief.  Hence  arises  the  necessity 
of  our  applying  all  the  doctrines,  ad¬ 
monitions,  reproofs  and  consolations, 
held  forth  to  us  in  the  public  exhibi¬ 
tions  of  God’s  word,  as  directly  to 
ourselves,  as  if  there  were  no  other 
individual  present,  or  as  if  the  am¬ 
bassador  of  Christ  addressed  himself 
to  us  individually,  and  in  accordance 
with  what  the  apostle  has  expressly 
stated  to  us  on  this  subject,  when  he 
says:  “For  whatsoever  things  were 
written  afore-time,  were  written  for 
our  learning,  that  we  through  pa- 
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tience,  and  comfort  of  the  scriptures 
might  have  hope.]’ — Rom.  15.  4.  And 
as  the  best  nourishment  will  prove 
utterly  unavailing  to  a  man,  unless  he 

;  so  in  like  manner,  the  j 
best  and  most  eff  ectual  sermon  cannot 
profit  us,  unless  we  receive  and  ap¬ 
ply  this  word  to  our  own  souls.  And 
we,  therefore,  remark  again,  that  this 
cordial  reception  of  the  preached 
gospel,  must  be  connected  with  a 
practical  performance  of  that  which 
we  hear,  as  we  are  informed  was  the 
case  with  Cornelius  and  his  house¬ 
hold,  when  he  replied  to  the  apostle 
Peter:  “Now  therefore  are  we  all 
here  present  before  God,  to  hear  all 
things  that  are  commanded  thee  of 
God.5’ — Acts  10.  33.  And  for  which 
the  Psalmist  prays,  when  he  ex¬ 
claims:  ^Teach  me,  O  Lord,  the  way 
of  thy  statutes;  and  I  shall  keep  it  un¬ 
to  the  end.”— Ps.  119.  33.  I 

Finally,  to  a  profitable  hearing  of  a 
preached  gospel,  if  we  desire  that  it  ! 
should  make  a  suitable  impression 
upon  our  souls,  we  must  treasure  up 
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that  which  we  hear,  in  our  hearts,  so 
as  often  and  seriously  to  reflect,  and 
converse  with  the  members  of  our 
faipilies  often  on  it;  hence  says  the 
Saviour:  “Blessed  are  they  that  hear 
the  word  of  God  and  keep  it.” — -Luke 
11.  28;  and  in  a  word,  we  must  be 
careful  to  regulate  our  whole  faith, 
life  and  conduct  according  to  the 
precious  doctrines  and  ordinances  of 
the  gospel ;  therefore  saith  the  Lord: 
“Hear,  O  Israel,  the  statutes  and 
judgments  which  I  speak  in  your 
ear  this  day,  that  ye  keep  and  do, 
them.” — Deut.  5.  1;  and  the  blessed 
Redeemer:  “If  ye  know  these  things, 
happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them.” — John 
13.  17. 
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Supplication  for  grace,  rightly  to 
hear  and  improve  the  word  of 
God. 

HYMN  47,  7.  6. — Supplication , 

I^ATHER  of  our  dying  Lord, 

Remember  us  for  good; 

0  fulfil  his  faithful  word, 

And  hear  his  speaking  blood! 

Give  us  that  for  which  he  prays; 

Father,  glorify  thy  Son: 

Show  his  truth,  and  power,  and  grace* 

And  send  the  promise  down. 

2  True  and  faithful  Witness  Thou, 

O  Christ,  thy  Spirit  give! 

Hast  Thou  not  received  him  now* 

That  we  might  now  receive? 

Art  Thou  not  our  living  head? 

Life  to  all  thy  limbs  impart; 

Shed  thy  love,  thy  Spirit  shed* 

In  every  waiting  heart. 

3  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter, 

The  gift  of  Jesus,  come; 

Glows  our  heart  to  find  Thee  near, 

And  swells  to  make  Thee  room; 

Present  with  us  Thee  we  feel, 

Come,  O  come,  and  in  us  be! 

With  us,  in  us,  live  and  dwell 
To  all  eternity. 
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PRAYER  XLVt. 

“How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  taste!  yea, 
Sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth.’’  “Thy  word  is  a 
lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path.’’ — Ps. 
119.  103,  105. 

O  eternal  God  and  gracious  Father 
in  Christ  Jesus!  Thou  hast  said  in 
thy  word  if  any  man  lack  wisdom  let 
him  ask  it  of  Thee,  with  the  promise 
that  all  which  we  ask  of  Thee,  in  the 
name  of  thy  beloved  Son,  Thou  wilt 
grant  unto  us.  Relying,  therefore, 
*>n  this  promise,  I  would  prostrate 
myself  in  the  profoundest  humility 
before  Thee,  and  confess  that  I  am 
unworthy  to  hear  thy  holy  word,  as 
I  have,  alas!  in  times  and  ways  with¬ 
out  number,  transgressed  against  it, 
and  lived  in  opposition  to  its  holy 
precepts;  and  i,  therefore,  of  myself 
jam  incapable  to  hear  thy  word  in  a 
profitable  manner,  as  my  mind  is 
spiritually  blind  and  ignorant,  and 
my  affections  and  desires  are  averse 
to  all  that  is  spiritually  good.  I  am 
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ignorant  in  hearing,  drowsy  in  attend* 
ing,  and  forgetful  as  to  retaining  thy 
word;  I  therefore  beseech  Thee,  0 
heavenly  Parent!  to  not  only  in  mercy, 
permit  me  to  hear  thy  word,  but  also  j 
to  grant  me  grace,  that  I  may  hear 
thy  word  to  the  edification  and  salva¬ 
tion  Of  my  soul.  M ake  me,  O  Father, 
like  unto  a  new  born  babe,  desiring 
the  pure  milk  of  thy  soul  sanctifying 
word.  May  it  ever  prove  sweeter  to 
me  than  honey,  and  the  honey-comb; 
Open  Thou  my  heart,  as  Thou  didst 
that  of  Lydia,  so  that  I  may  atten¬ 
tively  hearken  unto  thy  messages, 
which  I  receive.  Anoint  mine  eyes 
with  the  influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
that  the  scales  of  ignorance  ahd  un¬ 
belief  may  fall  off,  and  S  may  behold 
wonders  out  of  thy  law.  Banish  from 
mine  eyes  all  unseasonable  sleep, from 
mine  ears  all  supineness  and  indif¬ 
ference,  and  eradicate  out  of  my  body 
and  soul,  all  which  would  prove  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  hearing,  receiving 
and  preserving  of  thy  word  and  will. 

Grant  unto  thv  ministering  servant 
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grace,  rightly  to  understand  the  mys- 
teries  of  thy  gospel,  and  to  open  his 
mouth  with  boldness,  in  declaring  the 
whole  counsel  of  God,  and  to  apply  it 
with  power  to  all  those  who  hear. 

.  May  his  words  be  clothed  with  divine 
;  power  from  on  high,  so  that  they  may 
rouse  my  conscience,  and  that  all  my 
sinful  affections  and  desires  may  be 
entirely  eradicated.  And  grant  that 
I  may  hear  and  receive  the  preached 
word,  not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  (as 
it  is  indeed  and  truth)  thine  own 
word — that  I  may  not  only  rejoice  in 
its  blessed  consolations,  but  also, 
readily  submit  to  its  faithful  rebukes 
and  warnings.  May  I  not  take  of¬ 
fence  at  thy  servant,  the  preacher 
when  he,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
corrects  me;  but  may  I  continue  to 
love  him  more  for  his  fidelity,  in  en¬ 
deavoring  to  promote  my  eternal 
welfare,  as  one  who  has,  in  due  time, 
to  give  an  account  for  my  soul. 

And  as  I  am  by  nature,  prone  to 
J  forgetfulness,  and  satan  is  ever  on 
|  the  alert,  to  remove  the  impressions 
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made  by  thy  word  oil  my  heart,  O  be 
pleased  to  ingraft  it  deeply  in  my 
soul,  so  that  I  may  never  forget  it,  but 
preserve  and  practice  it  to  my  soul’s 
salvation*  And  as  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  is  of  the  greatest  injury  to 
us,  when  we  neglect  carrying  out  this 
knowledge  in  a  practical  and  holy 
obedience,  I  beseech  Thee  to  bestow 
upon  me  the  gracious  dews  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may  thereby,  be 
made  abundantly  fruitful  in  holy  de¬ 
sires — that  my  mind  may  abound  in 
heavenly  contemplations-— my  tongue 
dwell  on  the  wonders  of  thy  love^ 
my  hands  be  diligent  in  all  good  I 
works,  and  may  I  thus  continually 
exhibit  myself  as  a  faithful  doer  of 
thy  word,  in  the  discharge  of  all 
Christian  duties,  to  the  honor  of  thy 
holy  name,  and  to  the  salvation  of  my 
soul  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  to  whom,  with  Thee  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  be  all  the  glory  forever 
and  ever. — Amen. 
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A  Prayer  of  an  humble  believer ,  wil¬ 
der  dejection  of  spirit ,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  not  being  able  to  hear 
the  word  of  God  with  that  atten¬ 
tion  and  interest  which  he  desires , 

HYMN  48.  C.  M. — Irish. 

m/|T  soul  lies  cleaving  to  the  dust; 

Lord  give  me  life  divine; 

From  vain  desires  and  ev’ry  lust, 

Turn  off  these  eyes  of  mine. 

2  I  need  th’  influence  of  thy  grace 

'  To  speed  me  in  my  way, 

Lest  I  should  loiter  in  my  race, 

Or  turn  my  feet  astray. 

3  When  sore  afflictions  press  me  down, 

I  need  thy  quick’ning  pow’rs; 

Thy  word  that  I  have  rested  on, 

Shall  help  my  heaviest  hours. 

4  Are  not  thy  mercies  sov’reign  still, 

And  Thou  a  faithful  God? 

Wilt  Thou  not  grant  me  warmer  zeal 
To  run  the  heav’nly  road? 

5  Does  not  my  heart  thy  precepts  love, 

And  long  to  see  thy  face? 

And  yet  how  slow  my  spirits  more, 

Without  enliv’ning  grace! 
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T  Then  shall  I  love  thy  gospel  more. 

And  ne’er  forget  thy  word; 

When  I  have  felt  Its  qiiick’ning  powY, 

To  draw'  me  near  the  Lord, 

- 
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PRAYER  XLVII. 

^Open  Thou  mine  eyes,  O  God,  that  f  may  behold; 

'  wonderous  things  out  of  thy  law.’—Ps.  1 19,  18. 

O  most  merciful  and  gracious  God! 
What  great  reason  have  I  to  be  grate¬ 
ful  towards  Thee,  for  calling  me  to  a 
participation  of  the  blessed  privileges, 
enjoyed  in  thy  church,  in  which  Thou 
permittest  me,  from  time  to  time,  to 
hear  thy  word  preached  and  ex¬ 
pounded,  and  encouraged  to  yield 
obedience  to  thy  will,  and  to  work 
out  my  soul’s  salvation,  whilst  Thou 
permittest  the  great  majority  of  man¬ 
kind  to  live  and  die  in  ignorance  and 
superstition.  O  that  I  may  make  a 
diligent  use  and  improvement  of  these 
means  and  ordinances  of  grace!  But 
I  am,  alas!  too  negligent,  in  observing 
and  realizing  these  precious  preroga¬ 
tives,  which  Thou  art  affording  me, 
above  so  many  of  my  fellow  creatures. 
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I  frv*  I  *  / 1 

I I  realize  indeed,  that  I  am  permitted 
toappear  in  the  assembly  of  thy  saints, 
where  thy  voice  of  love  and  mercy 
is  proclaimed  unto  me;  bat  I  am,  alas! 
too  often  no  better  than  a  mere  statue 
of  wood  or  stone,  which  has  ears,  but 
hears  not;  for,  although  thy  servants 

|  preach  thy  word  with  zeal  and  ener¬ 
gy,  I  am  inclined  to  sleep,  or  if  I  ever 
feel  wakeful,  my  mind  is  too  often 
|  filled  with  vain,  foolish  and  sinful 
thoughts;  and  although  I  resolve  to 
|  hearken  to  thy  word ;  yet,  I  experi¬ 
ence  little  benefit  to  my  soul;  my  mind 
is  indeed  somewhat  enlightened,  but 
my  heart  is  not  much  softened  or  im¬ 
proved.  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
doctrines  and  instructions  of  thy 
word;  but  I  do  not  increase  in  a  saving 
knowledge  and  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 
I  believe  thine  encouraging  pro¬ 
mises,  but  alas!  I  am  not  thereby  in¬ 
duced  to  love  and  serve  Thee  with 
all  my  heart;  thy  threatening  pene- 
|  trate  mine  ears,  but  I  am  not  induced 
from  a  fear  of  incurring  thy  displeas¬ 
ure,  to  depart  entirely  from  all  ini- 
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quities,  and  to  amend  my  life;  and 
although  I  conceive  a  good  resolution 
to  change  my  course  of  life  and  con¬ 
duct,  yet,  alas!  it  endures  but  for  a 
short  time,  being  like  unto  a  transient 
flame  of  fire,  which  emits  no  heat, 
but  soon  expires;  I  have  scarcely 
passed  out  of  the  door  of  thy  house, 
until  I  have  forgotten  what  I  have 
heard,  and  am  like  unto  a  riddle 
drawn  up  out  of  the  water,  which 
contains  scarcely  a  drop  of  water, 
and  return  again,  alas!  to  offend  Thee 
with  my  sins  and  transgressions. 
Satan,  thine  and  my  sworn  enemy, 
moreover,  is  not  idle,  but  is  ever 
ready  to  persuade  me,  that  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  thy  word  will  not  tend  to  my 
salvation,  but  rather  bring  upon  me 
an  aggrevated  condemnation,  as  I,  as 
a  servant,  (or  hand-maid)  who  know 
his  (her)  masters  will,  but  do  it  not, 
shall  be  beaten  with  many  stripes. 
IVow,  0  God  and  Father  of  all  mercy 
and  grace!  I  confess  all  these  things, 
with  grief  and  sorrow  of  soul,  and 
repent  it  in  dust  and  ashes  before 
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Thee,  and  beg  of  Thee  most  fervently 
graciously  to  forgive  all  these  griev¬ 
ous  sins.  O  enlighten,  gracious  God, 
the  eyes  of  mine  understanding*  so 
that  I  may  conceive  and  comprehend 
the  mysteries  of  thy  kingdom.  In¬ 
cline  Thou  my  will  to  yield  a  cheer¬ 
ful  and  unreserved  obedience  unto 
Thee.  Awaken  within  me  a  pure 
and  holy  flame  of  devotion  to  hear 
thy  word,  and  strengthen  my  weak 
memory,  to  treasure  it  up  in  a  pure 
heart.  Grant  that  I  may  ever  keep 
thy  word  before  mine  eyes,  and 
make  it  the  man  of  my  counsel,  and 
the  rule  of  my  faith,  life  and  actions, 
that  I  may  apply  the  threaten  ings 
contained  in  it  to  the  amendment  of 
| my  whole  life,  that  1  may  apply  its 
| holy  admonitions,  so  as  to  urge  me  on 
| in  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  and  may  if  ever  be  my  ar¬ 
dent  desire  to  become  more  and  more 
assimilated  to  Jesus,  the  pattern  of  all 
moral  perfection,  until  I  at  length,  at¬ 
tain  the  full  measure  of  the  stature  of 
Christ  Jesus,  and  am  at  last  introduce 
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ed  into  that  glory  and  felicity,  iii 
which  I  shall  no  more  need  any  in¬ 
termediate  means,  to  know  Thee  or 
learn  thy  will,  but  where  the  Lamb 
of  God  himself,  shall  lead  and  guide 
me  in  all  knowledge,  amidst  the 
green  pastures  and  ever-flowing  trea¬ 
sures  of  love  divine,  which  issue  from 
the  throne  of  God!  And  now  to 
Thee,  the  King  Immortal,  Invisible 
and  only  wise  God,  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost,  be  ascribed  all  the 
praises,  powTer,  dominion  and  glory 
forevermore,-- Amen 


A  Prayer  after  hearing  a  gospel 

sermon . 

HYMN  49.  7’s  &  6’s.  —  Who's  like  Jesus. 

.JESUS  Thou  hast  bid  us  pray. 

And  never,  never  faint; 

With  the  \v  ord  a  power  convey? 

To  utter  our  complaint!  i 

Quiet  shalt  thou  never  know? 

Till  we  from  sin  are  freed; 

O,  avenge  us  of  our  foe, 

And  bruise  the  serpent’s  head! 
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i  \V  e  have  now  begun  to  cry, 

And  we  will  never  end, 

Till  we  find  salvation  nigh, 

And  grasp  the  sinner’s  Friend: 

Day  and  night  we’ll  speak  our  wo, 
Importunately  plead; 

0,  avenge  us  of  our  foe, 

And  bruise  the  serpent’s  head. 

3  Speak  the  word,  and  we  shall  be 

From  all  our  bands  released; 

Only  Thou  canst  set  us  free, 

By  satan  long  oppress’d: 

Now  thy  power  almighty  show, 
Arise,  Thou  conquering  Seed* 

Qt  avenge  us  of  our  foe, 

And  bruise  the  serpent’s  head! 

4  To  destroy  his  work  of  sin, 

Thyself  in  us  reveal; 

Manifest  thyself  within 
Our  flesh,  and  fully  dwell: 

Enter  with  us  here  below, 

And  make  us  free  indeed: 

0,  avenge  us  of  our  foe,  , 

And  bruise  the  serpent’s  head! 

5  Stronger  than  the  strong  man,  Thou 

His  fury  canst  control: 

Cast  him  out,  by  entering  now, 

And  keep  our  ransom’d  soul. 
Satan’s  kingdom  overthrow, 

On  powers  of  darkness  tread; 

O,  avenge  us  of  our  foe, 

And  bruise  the  serpent’s  head! 
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6  To  the  never-ceasing  cries 

Of  thine  elect,  attend; 

Send  deliverance  from  the  skies, 

Thy  mighty  Spirit  send* 

Though  to  man  Thou  seemest  slow,* 

And  not  our  cries  to  heed; 

Q,  avenge  us  of  our  foe, 

And  bruise  the  serpent's  head! 

7  Come,  O  come,  all  glorious  Lord! 

No  longer  now  delay, 

With  the  Spirit’s  two-edged  sword* 

The  crooked  serpent  slay! 

Bare  thine  arm,  and  give  the  blow* 

Root  out  the  hellish  seed: 

0,  avenge  us  of  our  foe, 

And  bruise  the  serpent’s  head! 

8  Jesus,  hear  thy  Spirit’s  call, 

Thy  Bride,  who  bids  Thee  come: 

Come,  Thou  righteous  Judge  of  all, 
Pronounce  the  tempter’s  doom: 

Doom  him  to  eternal  wo, 

For  ail  his  angels  made: 

Now  avenge  us  of  our  foe, 

Forever  bruise  his  head! 

PRAYER  XLYIIIo 

“Wherefore  receive  with  meekness  the  ingrafted 
word,  which  is  able  to  save  your  souls;  and  be  ye  doers 
of  the  w ord,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your  ow  n 
selves.’5— dames  1.  21,22. 

0  most  merciful  God  and  Father 
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in  heaven!  I  would  present  unto 
Thee,  in  deepest  humility  of  soul,  the 
fruits  of  heart  and  tongue,  even  the 
warmest  gratitude  and  praise,  for  all 
the  blessings  Thou  hast  bestowed  up¬ 
on  me,  as  well  for  the  body,  as  more 
especially  for  the  light  ol  thy  truth, 
which  Thou  hast  presented  to  me  so 
plainly  and  pointedly  in  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  thy  word,  by  which  Thou 
makest  known  thy  mind  and  will  in 
relation  to  my  duties  towards  Thee, 
and  to  work  out  my  soul’s  salvation, 
in  Christ  Jesus.  *0  Lord!  awaken 
me  to  a  true  and  living  knowledge  of 
this  exceeding  grace  and  compassion 
towards  me,  notwithstanding  I  have 
often  neglected  paying  that  attention 
to  thy  word,  which  is  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  bring  forth  fruit,  and  by 
which  I  have  richly  deserved  to  be 
given  over  to  a  reprobate  sense,  so  as 
to  cause  thy  word  to  prove  a  savor 
of  death  unto  me,  but  still  Thou  hast 
permitted  me  once  more  to  hear  thy 
mind  and  will  proclaimed  unto  me, 
in  a  preached  gospel.  Grant  me, 
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blessed  God,  a  broken  and  penitent 
heart,  to  weep  over  my  inattention 
and  base  ingratitude  towards  Thee. 
Nay,  be  pleased  to  water  the  seed 

which  has  just  been  sowed  into  mine 
heart,  with  the  early  and  latter  rains 
of  thy  grace,  that  it  may  take  deep 
root,  spring  up,  and  bring  forth  much 
fruit  meet  unto  repentance  and  salva¬ 
tion.  May  my  darkened  understand¬ 
ing  be  thereby  enlightened — my  stub¬ 
born  will  be  bowed  into  obedience  of 
faith — my  troubled  heart  be  comfort-* 
ed — my  weak  faith,  love,  hope  and 
patience  all  be  strengthened,  and  my 
sinful  life  be  amended,  and  I  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  make  continual  progress  in 
the  narrow  way  which  leads  unto 
everlasting  life.  Strengthen,  O  Lord, 
for  this  purpose,  my  memory,  so  that 
I  may  be  enabled  to  retain  the  pre¬ 
cious  truths  which  I  hear,  to  sincere¬ 
ly  love  them,  and  continually  medi¬ 
tate  on  Thee,  and  earnestly  resolve 
to  live  according  to  all  thy  command¬ 
ments,  and  thus  w  ork  out  my  soul’s 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  so 
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that  I  may  not  belong  to  the  number 
of  those  who  have  the  form  of  godli¬ 
ness,  but  deny  its  power,  or  those 
who  hear  much,  but  do  little,  and 
thereby  treasure  up  unto  themselves 
the  wrath  of  God  against  the  day  of 
wrath,  and  the  revelation  of  the  righ¬ 
teous  judgment  of  God. 

But  G  may  I  be  like  a  tree  planted 
by  the  water  course,  which  brings  its 
fruit  in  due  season,  and  whose  leaves 
do  not  wither — that  1  may  not  bring 
fruit  of  the  fiesn  but  oi  the  Spii  if  ■ 
such  as  love,  peace,  joy,  ^  patience, 

;  friendship,  benevolence,  faith ,  meek¬ 
ness  and  virtue. 

But,  O  Lord,  as  Thou  knowest  full 
well,  that  in  consequence  of  my  flesh 
J  lusting  against  the  Spirit,  and  the  iawr 
I  in  my  members  waring  against  the 
law  in  my  mind,  it  is  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  I  accomplish  any  good, 
nay,  that  I  often  grow  w  eary  in  well¬ 
doing — that  I  am  moreover  scoffed  at 
by  the  people  of  the  world,  and  tnat 
satan  goes  about  continually,  as  a 
roaring  lion,  seeking  how  he  may 
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render  my  progress  in  the  way  to 
heaven  difficult.  O  God!  I  entreat 
Thee  to  replenish  my  soul  with  grace 
and  power  from  on  high,  to  remain 
steadfast  in  the  fulfilment  of  my  good 
resolution,  and  increase  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  and  grace  of  my  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  remain 
faithful  unto  the  end,  so  that  I  may  at 
last,  through  the  riches  of  thy  free 
grace,  receive  the  end  of  my  faith, 
even  the  eternal  salvation  of  my  never* 
dying  soul! — Amen, 
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HYMN  50.  C.  M.—  Whiting. 

m¥Y  Saviour  God,  ray  Sovereign  Prince* 
Reigns  far  above  the  skies; 

But  brings  his  graces  down  to  sense, 
And  helps  my  faith  to  rise. 

2  My  eyes  and  ears  shall  bless  his  names 
They  read  and  hear  his  word; 

My  touch  and  taste  shall  do  the  same.* 
When  they  receive  the  Lord. 

8  Baptismal  water  is  design’d 
To  seal  his  cleansing  grace; 

While  at  his  feast  of  bread  and  wine 
He  gives  his  saints  a  place; 

4  But  not  the  waters  of  a  flood 

Can  make  my  flesh  so  clean; 

As  by  his  Spirit  and  his  blood 
lie’ll  wash  my  soul  from  sin. 

5  Not  choicest  meats,  nor  noblest  wines, 

So  much  my  heart  refresh; 

As  when  my  faith  goes  thro’  the  signs* 
And  feeds  upon  his  flesh. 

6  1  love  the  Lord,  that  stoops  so  low, 

To  give  his  word  a  seal: 

But  the  rich  grace  his  hands  bestow, 
Exceeds  the  figures  still. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

As  to  the  nature  and  objects  of  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Christian  Church, 
we  remark,  that  our  gracious  God, 
on  account  of  our  weakness  and  in¬ 
firmities,  hath  ordained  the  sacra¬ 
ments  for  us,  thereby  to  sea!  unto  us 
his  promises,  and  to  be  pledges  of  the 
good-will  and  grace  of  God  toward 
us,  and  also  to  nourish  and  strengthen 
our  faith;  which  he  hath  joined  to 
the  word  of  the  gospel,  the  better  to 
present  to  our  senses,  both  that, 
which  he  signifies  to  us  by  his  Word, 
and  that  which  he  works  inwardly  in 
our  hearts,  thereby  assuring  and  con¬ 
firming  in  us,  the  salvation  which  he 
imparts  to  us.  For  they  are  visible 
Signs  and  seals  of  an  inward  and  in¬ 
visible  thing,  by  means  whereof,  God 
worketh  in  us  by  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Therefore,  the  signs 
are  not  in  vain  or  insignificant,  so  as 
to  deceive  us.  For  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  true  object  presented  by  them, 
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Without  whom  they  would  be  of  no 
moment.  Moreover,  we  are  satisfied 
with  the  number  of  sacraments  which 
Christ  our  Lord  hath  instituted, 
which  are  two  only,  namely,  the  sa¬ 
crament  of  baptism,  and  the  holy  sup¬ 
per  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


The  Sacrament  of  Baptism. 

HYMN  51.  C .  M.' — Ca  m  bfidgo. 

riiHE  sacraments  are  holy  signs 
/  *  And  precious  gospel  seals; 

They  ’xhibit  what  the  Lord  designs, 
And  what  llis  word  reveals. 

2  But  these  are  not  themselves  the  grace; 

Which  signs  and  seals  set  forth; 

The  supper’s  not  the  sacrifice, 

Nor  water  the  new  birth. 

3  The  sacraments  were  never  meant 

A  substitute  for  grace; 

They’re  hot  the  truths  they  represent; 
Nor  must  they  take  their  place. 

4  Sinners  may  publicly  profess, 

And  signs  and  seals  receive, 

Of  what  they  never  did  possess. 

Or  what  they  don't  believe. 
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5  Man  may  baptize*  but  ’tis  the  Lord 

Regenerates  the  heart; 

None  but  the  Spirit,  by  his  word, 

That  blessing  can  impart. 

6  Preserve  us,  Lord,  from  self-deceit, 

From  resting  on  a  sign;  ’ll 

Bestow  what  symbols  indicate, 

And  give  us  life  divine, 

7  Let  none  who  preach  the  gospel  hide 

This  solemn  truth  from  men: 

They  may  with  water  be  baptiz’d, 

Yet  not  be  born  again. 

Inasmuch  as  Jesus  Christ,  who  is 
the  end  of  the  law,  hath  made  an  end, 
by  the  shedding  of  his  blood,  of  all 
other  shed  dings  of  blood,  which  men 
could  or  would  make  as  a  propitia¬ 
tion  or  satisfaction  for  sin:  and  that 
he,  having  abolished  circumcision, 
which  was  done  with  blood,  hath  in¬ 
stituted  the  sacrament  of  baptism  in¬ 
stead  thereof  j  by  which  we  are  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  church  of  God,  and 
separated  from  all  other  people  and 
strange  religions,  that  we  may  wholly 
belong  to  him,  whose  ensign  and  ban¬ 
ner  we  bear:  and  which  serves  as  a 
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testimony  to  us,  that  he  will  forever 
he  our  gracious  God  and  Fathei . 
Therefore,  he  has  commanded  all 
those,  who  are  his,  to  he  baptszed 
with  pure  water,  “in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost;”  thereby  signifying  to  us, 
that  as  water  washeth  away  the  filth 
of  the  body,  when  poured  upon  it, 
and  is  seen  on  the  body  of  the  bap¬ 
tized,  when  sprinkled  upon  him;  so 
doth  the  blood  of  Christ,  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  internally 
!  sprinkle  the  soul,  cleanse  it  from  its 
!  sins,  and  regenerate  us  from  children 
of  wrath,  unto  children  of  God.  Not 
|  that  this  is  effected  by  the  external 
water,  but  by  the  sprinkling  of  the 
precious  blood  of  the  Son  of  God;  who 
is  our  red  sea,  through  which  we 
must  pass,  to  escape  the  tyranny  of 
Pharaoh j  that  is,  the  devil,  and  to 
enter  into  the  spiritual  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan.  Therefore,  the  ministers,  on 
their  part,  administer  the  sacrament, 
and  that  which  is  visible,  but  our 
Lord  giveth  that  which  is  signified  by 
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the  sacrament,  namely,  the  gifts  ami 
invisible  grace;  washing,  cleansing 
and  purging  our  souls  of  all  filth  and 
and  unrighteousness ;  renewing  our 
hearts,  and  filling  them  with  all  com¬ 
fort;  giving  unto  us  a  true  assurance 
of  his  fatherly  goodness ;  putting  on 
us  the  new  man,  and  putting  off  the 
old  man  with  all  his  deeds.  There¬ 
fore,  we  believe,  that  every  man  who, 
is  earnestly  studious  of  obtaining  life 
eternal,  ought  to  be  but  once  baptised 
with  this  holy  baptism,  without  ever 
repeating  the  same:  since  we  cannot 
be  born  twice.  Neither  doth  this 
baptism  only  avail  us,  at  the  time 
when  the  water  is  poured  upon  us, 
and  received  by  ps,  but  also  through 
the  whole  course  of  our  life;  there¬ 
fore,  we  detest  the  error  of  the  ana¬ 
baptists,  who  are  not  content  with  the 
one  only  baptism  they  have  once  re¬ 
ceived,  and  moreover  condemn  the 
baptism  of  the  infants  of  believers, 
whom  we  believe  ought  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  and  sealed  with  the  sign  of  the 
covenant,  as  the  children  in  Israel 
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:  formerly  were  circumcised,  upon  the 
I  same  promises,  which  are  made  unto 
our  children.  And  indeed  Christ 
shed  his  blood  no  less  for  the  wash-* 
ing  of  the  children  of  the  faithful, 
[than  for  adult  persons;  and  therefore, 
they  ought  to  receive  the  sign  and 
sacrament  of  that,  which  Christ  hath 
done  for  them,  as  the  Lord  command- 
i  ed  in  the  law,  that  they  should  be 
j  made  partakers  of  the  sacrament  of 
Christ’s  suffering  and  death,  shortly 
j  after  they  were  born,  by  offering  for 
|  them  a  lamb,  which  was  a  sacrament 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Moreover,  what 
circumcision  was  to  the  Jews,  that 
baptism  is  to  our  children.  And  for 
this  reason  Paul  calls  baptism  the  cir¬ 
cumcision  of  Christ, 

,  »»  ^  •  ff  -  •  -  '  -  • 
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Infant  Baptism. 

HYMN  52.  C.  U.— Brattle  Street. 

FICHUS  saitli  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,. 
“HI  be  a  God  to  thee; 

I’ll  bless  thy  num’rous  race,  and  they 
Shall  be  a  seed  to  me. 

2  Abra’m  believ’d  the  promis’d  grace, 

And  gave  his  child  to  God; 

But  water  seals  the  blessing  now 
That  once  was  sealed  with  blood. 

3  Jesus  the  ancient  faith  confirms, 

To  our  fore-fathers  giv’n; 

He  takes  young  children  to  his  arms, 
And  calls  them  heirs  of  heav’n. 

4  Our  God,  how  faithful  are  his  ways! 

His  love  endures  the  same: 

Nor  from  the  promise  of  his  grace 
Blots  out  his  childrens’  name. 

5  With  the  same  blessings  grace  endow 

The  Gentile  and  the  Jew; 

If  pure  and  holy  be  the  root, 

Such  are  the  branches  too. 

6  Then  let  the  children  of  the  saints 

Be  dedicate  to  God; 

Pour  out  thy  Spirit  on  them.  Lord! 
And  wash  them  in  thy  blood. 

a 
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?  Thus  to  the  parents  and  their  seed 
Shall  thy  salvation  come; 

And  num’rous  households  meet  at  last 
In  one  eternal  home. 

8  Thy  faithful  saints,  eternal  King! 

This  precious  truth  embrace; 

To  Thee  their  infant  offspring  brings 
And  humbly  claim  thy  grace. 

The  principal  parts  of  the  doctrine 
of  holy  baptism  are  these  three: 

First:  That  we  with  our  ehildreu 
are  conceived  and  born  in  sin,  and 
therefore,  are  the  children  of  Wrath, 
insomuch  that  We  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God,  except  we  are 
born  again.  This,  the  dipping  in,  or 
sprinkling  with  water  teaches  us, 
whereby  the  impurity  of  our  souls  is 
signified,  and  we  admonished  to  loath, 
and  humble  ourselves  before  God, 
and  seek  for  our  purification  and  sal¬ 
vation  without  ourselves. 

;  Sejondly:  Holy  baptism  witnesseth 
and  sealeth  unto  us  the  Washing  away 
of  sins  through  Jesus  Christ.  There¬ 
fore,  we  are  baptised  “in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
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the  Holy  Ghost.”  For  when  we  arc! 
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
God  the  Father  witnesseth  and  seal- 
eth  unto  us,  that  he  doeth  make  an 
eternal  covenant  of  grace  with  us, 
and  adopts  us  for  his  children  and 
heirs,  and  therefore,  will  provide  us 
with  every  good  thing,  and  avert  all 
evil  or  turn  it  to  our  profit.  And 
when  we  are  baptised  in  the  name  of 
the  Son,  the  Son  sealeth  unto  us,  that 
he  doth  wash  us  in  his  blood,  from  all 
our  sins,  incorporating  us  into  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  his  death  and  resurrection, 
so  that  we  are  freed  from  all  our  sins, 
and  accounted  righteous  before  God. 
In  like  manner,  when  we  are  baptiz¬ 
ed  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
the  Holy  Ghost  assures  us,  by  this 
holy  sacrament,  that  he  will  dwell  in 
us,  and  sanctify  us  to  be  members  of 
Christ,  applying  unto  us,  that  which 
We  have  in  Christ,  namely,  the  wash¬ 
ing  away  of  our  sins,  and  the  daily 
renewing  of  our  lives,  till  we  shall 
finally  be  presented  w  ithout  spot  or 
Wrinkle  among  the  assembly  of  the 
elect  in  life  eternal. 
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Thirdly:  Whereas,  in  ail  coven* 
| ants,  (here  are  contained  two  parts: 
therefore,  are  we  by  God,  through 
baptism,  admonished,  of,  and  obliged 
unto  new  obedience,  namely,  that  we 
cleave  to  this  one  God,  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Ghost;  that  we  trust  in  him, 
and  love  him  with  all  our  hearts, 
with  all  our  souls,  with  all  our  mind, 
and  with  ail  our  strength ;  that  we 
forsake  the  world,  crucify  our  old 
nature,  and  walk  in  a  new  and  holy 
life. 

i  And  if  we  sometimes,  through, 
weakness,  fall  into  sin,  we  must  not, 
therefore,  despair  of  God’s  mercy, 
nor  continue  in  sin,  since  baptism  is 
a  seal  and  undoubted  testimony,  that 
we  have  an  eternal  cov  enant  of  grace 
with  God. 

J  And  although  our  young  children 
do  not  understand  these  things,  we 
|  may  not,  therefore,  exclude  them 
|  from  baptism,  for  as  they  are  without 
their  knowledge,  partakers  of  the 
condemnation  in  Adam,  so  are  they 
again  receiv  ed  unto  grace  in  Christ; 
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as  God  speaketh  unto  Abraham  the 
father  of  all  the  faithful,  and  there¬ 
fore  unto  us  and  our  children.  Gen. 
xvii.  7.  Saying,  “I  will  establish  my 
covenant  between  me  and  thee,  and 
thy  seed  after  thee,  in  their  genera¬ 
tions,  for  an  everlasting  covenant;  to 
be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed 
after  thee.”  This  also  the  apostle 
Peter  testifies,  with  these  words, 
Acts  ii.  30.  “For  the  promise  is  unto 
you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all 
that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the 
Lord  our  God  shall  call.”  Therefore 
God  formerly  commanded  them  to  be 
circumcised,  which  was  a  seal  of  the 
covenant,  and  of  the  righteousness  of 
faith:  and  therefore,  Christ  also  em¬ 
braced  them,  laid  his  hands  upon 
them  and  blessed  them:  Mark  Chap, 
x. 

Since,  then,  baptism  is  come  in  the 
place  of  circumcision,  therefore,  in¬ 
fants  are  to  be  baptized  as  heirs  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  of  his  cov¬ 
enant.  And  parents  are  in  duty 
bound,  farther  to  instruct  their  chil- 
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dren  herein,  when  they  shall  arrive 
at  years  of  discretion.  That,  there¬ 
fore,  this  holy  ordinance  of  God,  may 
be  administered  to  his  glory,  to  our 
comfort,  and  to  the  edification  of  his 
church,  let  us  call  upon  his  holy 
name: 

O  Almighty  and  eternal  God,  we 
beseech  Thee,  that  Thou  wilt  be 
pleased  of  thine  infinite  mercy,  gra¬ 
ciously  to  look  upon  these  children, 
and  incorporate  them  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  into  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  that 
they  may  be  buried  with  him  into  his 
death,  and  be  raised  with  him  in 
newness  of  life;  tlsat  they  may  daily 
follow  him,  joyfully  bearing  their 
cross,  and  cleave  unto  him  in  true 
faith,  firm  hope,  and  ardent  love:  that 
they  may,  with  a  comfortable  sense 
of  thy  favor,  leave  this  life,  which  is 
nothing  but  a  continual  death,  and  at 
the  last  day,  may  appear  without 
terror  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ  thy  Son,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,  who  with  Thee  and  the 
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Holy  Ghost,  one  only  God,  lives  and 
reigns  forever. — Amen. 

In  addition  to  the  representation 
of  these  truths,  parents  or  Sponsers 
are  to  answer  the  following  ques¬ 
tions: 

First:  Whether  you  acknowledge, 
that  although  our  children  are  con¬ 
ceived  and  born  in  sin,  and  therefore 
are  subject  to  all  miseries,  yea,  to 
condemnation  itself;  yet  that  they  are 
sanctified  in  Christ,  and  therefore 
as  members  of  his  church  ought  to  be 
baptized? 

Secondly:  Whether  you  acknowl¬ 
edge  the  doctrine  which  is  contained 
in  the  old  and  new  testament,  and  in 
the  articles  of  the  Christian  faith, 
and  which  is  taught  here  in  this 
Christian  church,  to  the  true  and  per¬ 
fect  doctrine  of  salvation? 

Thirdly:  Whether  you  promise 
and  intend  to  see  these  children, 
when  come  to  the  years'of  discretion, 
(whereof  thou  art  either  parent  or 
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S  witness,)  instructed  and  brought  up 
in  the  aforesaid  doctrine,  or  help,  or 
ause  them  to  be  instructed  therein, 
to  the  utmost  of  your  power? 

Answer:  Yes. 

!  Then  the  minister  of  God’s  word, 
i  in  baptizing,  shall  say:  I  baptize  thee 
|  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
|  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.— -Amen, 

Thanksgiving. 

f  i  1  . 

Almighty  God  and  merciful  Fath¬ 
er,  we  thank  and  praise  Thee,  that 
j  Thou  hast  forgiven  us,  and  our  chil¬ 
dren,  all  our  sins,  through  the  blood 
of  thy  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and 
received  us  through  tliy  Holy  Spirit, 
i  as  members  of  thy  only  begotten  Son, 

|  and  adopted  us  to  be  thy  children, 
and  sealed  and  confirmed  the  same 
unto  us  by  holy  baptism:  we  beseech 
|  Thee,  through  the  same  Son  of  thy 
love,  that  Thou  wilt  be  pleased  al¬ 
ways  to  govern  these  baptized  chil¬ 
dren,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  they 
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may  be  piously  and  religiously  edu¬ 
cated,  increase  and  grow  up  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  they  then 
may  acknowledge  thy  fatherly  good¬ 
ness  and  mercy,  which  Thou  hast 
shown  to  them  and  us,  and  liv  e  in  all 
righteousness,  under  our  only  Teach¬ 
er,  King  and  High  Priest,  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  manfully  fight  against, 
and  overcome  sin,  the  devil  and  his 
whole  dominion,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  eternally  praise  and  magnify 
Thee,  and  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  only 
true  God. — Amen. 


Adult  Baptism. 

H  Y  M  N  53.  C.  M. — Old  Hundred \ 

WAS  the  commission  of  our  Lord, 
“Go  teach  the  nations  and  baptize:’* 
The  nations  have  receiv’d  thy  word, 
Since  he  ascended  to  the  skies. 

2  He  sits  upon  th’  eternal  hills 

With  grace  and  pardon  in  his  hands, 
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And  sends  his  cov’nant,  with  the  seals, 

To  bless  the  distant  heathen  lands. 

3  “Repent  and  be  baptiz’d,”  he  saith, 

“For  the  remission  of  your  sins;” 

And  thus  our  sense  assists  our  faith, 

And  shows  us  what  his  gospel  means. 

4  Our  souls  he  washes  in  his  blood, 

As  water  makes  the  body  clean; 

And  the  good  Spirit  of  our  God 
Descends  like  purifying  rain. 

5  Thus  we  engage  ourselves  to  Thee, 

And  seal  our  cov’nant  with  the  Lord; 

O  may  the  great  eternal  Three 

In  heav’n  our  solemn  vows,  record! 

i  However  children  of  Christian  pa¬ 
rents,  (although  they  understand  not 
this  mystery,)  must  be  baptized  by 
virtue  of  the  covenant;  yet,  it  is  not 
lawful  to  baptize  those  who  are  come 
to  the  years  of  discretion,  except  they 
I  first  be  sensible  of  their  sins,  and 
make  confession  both  of  their  repent¬ 
ance  and  faith  in  Christ:  for  this 
I  cause  did  not  only  John  the  Baptist 
preach  (according  to  the  command 
of  God,)  the  baptism  of  repentance, 
;  and  baptized  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
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those  who  confessed  their  sins.  Mark 
1.  and  Luke  3.  But  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  also  commanded  his  disciples 
to  teach  all  nations,  and  then  to  bap¬ 
tize  them,  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Matthew  28*  Mark  10.  Adding  this 
promise:  “He  that  believeth  and  is 
baptized  shall  be  saved,”  According 
to  which  rule,  the  Apostles,  as  ap¬ 
peared!  from  Acts  2,  10,  and  16,  bap¬ 
tized  none  who  were  of  years  of  dis¬ 
cretion,  but  such  who  made  confes¬ 
sion  of  their  faith  and  repentance; 
therefore  it  is  not  lawful  now-a-days, 
to  baptize  any  other  adult  persons, 
than  such  as  have  been  taught  the 
mysteries  of  holy  baptism,  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  and  .are  able 
to  give  an  account  of  their  faith  by 
the  confession  of  the  mouth.  Since 
therefore  you  N.  are  also  desirous  of 
of  holy  baptism,  to  the  end,  it  may  be 
to  you  a  seal  of  your  ingrafting  into 
the  church  of  God,  that  it  may  appear 
that  you  do  not  only  receive  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion,  in  which  you  have  been 
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jprivately  instructed  by  us,  and  of 
which  also  you  have  made  confession 
before  us;  but  that  you  (through  the 
grace  of  God)  intend  and  purpose  to 
lead  a  life  according  to  the  same;  you 
are  sincerely  to  give  answer  before 
God  and  his  church: 

First:  Dost  Thou  believe  in  the 
only  true  God,  distinct  in  three  per¬ 
sons,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost, 
who  hath  made  heaven  and  earth, 
and  all  that  in  them  is,  of  nothing, 
and  still  maintains  and  governs  them, 
insomuch  that  nothing  comes  to  pass, 
either  in  heaven  or  on  earth  without 
his  divine  will? 

Answer — Ves. 

Secondly:  Dost  thou  believe  that 
thou  art  conceived  and  born  in  sin, 
and  therefore  art  a  child  of  wrath  by 
nature,  wholly  incapable  of  doing 
any  good,  and  prone  to  all  ev  il;  and 
that  thou  hast  frequently,  both  in 
thought,  word  and  dee  d,  transgressed 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord:  and 
whether  thou  art  heartily  sorry  for 
these  sins?  Answer— Yes. 
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Thirdly;  Dost  thou  believe  that 
Christ,  who  is  the  true  and  eternal 
God,  and  very  man,  who  took  his  hu¬ 
man  nature  on  him  out  of  the  flesh  and 
blood  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  is  given 
thee  of  God,  to  be  thy  Saviour,  and 
and  that  thou  dost  receive  by  this 
faith,  remission  of  sins  in  his  blood, 
and  that  thou  art  made  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  a  member  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  church? 

Answer — Yes.  1 

Fourthly:  Dost  thou  assent  to  all 
the  articles  of  the  Christian  religion, 
as  they  are  taught  here,  in  this  Chris¬ 
tian  church,  according  to  the  word 
of  God ;  and  purpose  steadfastly  to 
continue  in  the  same  doctrine  to  the 
end  of  thy  life;  and  also,  dost  thou  re¬ 
ject  all  heresies  and  schisms,  repug¬ 
nant  to  this  doctrine,  and  promise  to 
persevere  in  the  communion  of  our 
Christian  church,  not  only  in  the 
hearing  of  the  word,  but  also  in  the 
use  of  the  Lord’s  Supper? 

Answer — Yes. 

Fifthly:  Hast  thou  taken  a  firm 
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resolution  always  to  lead  a  Christian 
life;  to  forsake  the  world  and  its  evil 
lusts,  as  is  becoming  the  members  of 
Christ  and  his  church;  and  to  sub- 
|  mit  thyself  to  all  Christian  admoni¬ 
tions? 

|  Answer — Yes. 

The  good  and  great  God  mercifully 
grant  his  grace  and  blessing  to  this 
your  purpose,  through  Jesus  Christ— 

Amen. 
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The  Lord's  Supper. 

HYMN  51.  C.  M. — Jilf reton. 

^  TP  WAS  on  that  dark,  that  doleful  night. 
When  pow’rs  of  earth  and  hell  arose 
Against  the  Son  of  God’s  delight, 

And  friends  betrayed  him  to  his  foes: 

2  Before  the  mournful  scene  began, 

He  took  the  bread,  and  bless’d,  and  brake; 
What  love  thro’  all  his  actions  ran! 

•  What  wond’rous  words  of  grace  he  spake! 

3  “This  is  my  body,  broke  for  sin, 

Receive  and  eat  the  living  food;’’ 

Then  took  the  cup,  and  bless’d  the  wine: 

“  Tis  the  new  covenant  in  my  blood.’5 

4  For  us  his  flesh  with  nails  was  torn, 

He  bore  the  scourge,  he  felt  the  thorn; 
And  justice  pour’d  upon  his  head 

Its  heavy  veangeance,  in  our  stead. 

5  For  us  his  vital  blood  was  spilt, 

To  buy  the  pardon  of  our  guilt; 

When  for  black  crimes  of  greatest  size, 

He  gave  his  soul  a  sacrifice. 
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0  “Do  this,  (lie  cried)  ’till  time  shall  end, 

In  mem’ry  of  your  dying  friend: 

>  Meet  at  my  table,  and  record 

■  The  love  of  ybur  departed  Lord.”  ' 

i  7  Jesus,  thy  feast  we  celebrate, 

;  We  show  thy  death,  we  sing  thy  name; 

>  Till  Thou  return,  and  we  shall  eat 
The  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 

*  ' 

Beloved  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
attend  to  the  words  of  the  institution 
of  the  holy  su  pper  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  they  are  delivered  by  the 
holy  apostle  Paul,  1  Cor.  xi.  23 — 30. 

“  For  I  have  received  of  the  Lord, 
that  which  also  I  delivered  unto  you 
that  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  same  night 
in  w  hich  he  w  as  betrayed,  took  bread; 
and  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he 
brake  it,  and  said,  take,  eat ;  this  is 
my  body,  which  is  broken  for  you, 
this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.  And 
after  the  same  manner  also,  lie  took 
’the  cup,  when  he  had  supped,  saying, 
this  cup  is  the  new  testament  in  my 
blood;  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it 
in  remembrance  of  me :  for  as  oft  as 
ye  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup, 
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ye  do  shew  the  Lord’s  death  till  he 
come.  Wherefore,  whosoever  shall 
eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  of 
the  Lord  unworthily,  shall  be  guilty 
of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord. 
But  let  a  man  examine  himself,  and 
so  let  him  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink 
of  that  cup;  for  he  that  eateth  and 
drinketh  unworthily,  eateth  and 
drinketh  damnation  to  himself,  not 
discerning  the  Lord’s  body.”  That 
we  may  now  celebrate  the  supper  of 
the  Lord  to  our  comfort,  it  is  above 
all  things  necessary,  | 

First:  Rightly  to  examine  our¬ 
selves. 

Secondly:  To  direct  it  to  that  end, 
for  which  Christ  hath  ordained  and 
instituted  the  same,  namely  to  his  re^ 
membrance.  The  true  examination 
of  ourselves,  consists  of  these  three 
parts. 

First:  That  every  one  consider  by 
himself,  his  sins  and  the  curse  due  to 
him  for  them,  to  the  end  that  he  may 
abhor  and  hu  mble  himself  before  God: 
considering  that  the  wrath  of  God 
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against  sin  is  so  great,  that  (rather 
than  it  should  go  unpunished)  he  hath 
punished  the  same  in  his  beloved  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  with  the  bitter  and 
shameful  death  of  the  cross. 

Secondly:  That  every  one  examine 
his  own  heart,  whether  he  doth  be¬ 
lieve  this  faithful  promise  of  God, 
that  all  his  sins  are  forgiven  him, 
nly  for  the  sake  of  the  passion  and 
eath  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  the 
lerfect  righteousness  of  Christ  is  mi¬ 
nted  and  freely  given  him  as  his 
wn,  yea,  so  perfectly,  as  if  he  had 
satisfied  in  his  own  person  for  all  his 
sins,  and  fulfilled  all  righteousness. 

Thirdly:  That  every  one  examine 
his  own  conscience,  whether  he  pur- 
purposeth  henceforth  to  shew  true 
thankfulness  to  God  in  his  whole  life, 
and  to  walk  uprightly  before  him; 
as  also,  whether  he  has  laid  aside 
unfeigncdly  all  enmity,  hatred  and 
envy,  and  doth  firmly  resolve  hence¬ 
forward  to  walk  in  true  love  and 
peace  with  his  neighbor. 

All  those,  then,  who  arc  thus  dis- 
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posed,  God  will  certainly  receive  in 
mercy,  and  count  them  worthy  par¬ 
takers  of  the  table  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ.  On  the  contrary,  those  who 
do  not  feel  this  testimony  in  their 
hearts,  eat  and  drink  judgment  to 
themselves. 


Therefore,  we  also,  according  to 
the  command  of  Christ  and  the  apostle 
Paul,  admonish  all  those  who  are  de¬ 
filed  with  the  following  sins,  to  keep 
themselves  from  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
and  declare  to  them  that  they  have 
no  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ; 
such  as  all  idolaters,  all  those  who  in¬ 
voke  deceased  saints,  angels  or  other 
creatures,  all  those  who  worship 
images ;  all  enchanters,  diviners, 
charmers,  and  those  who  confide  in 
such  enchantments;  all  despisers  of 
God  and  his  word,  and  of  the  holy 
sacraments;  all  blasphemers;  all  those 


who  are  given  to  raise  discord,  sects 
and  mutiny  in  church  or  state;  all! 
perjured  persons;  all  those  who  are 
disobedient  to  their  parents  and  su¬ 
periors;  all  murderers,  contentious! 
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persons,  and  those  who  live  in  hatred 
and  envy  against  their  neighbors;  all 
adulterers,  whoremongers,  drunk¬ 
ards,  thieves,  usurers,  robbers,  game¬ 
sters,  covetous,  and  all  who  lead  of¬ 
fensive  lives. 

All  these,  while  they  continue  in 
such  sins,  shall  abstain  from  this 
meat,  (which  Christ  hath  ordained 
only  for  the  faithful,)  lest  their  judg¬ 
ment  and  condemnation  be  made  the 
;  heavier.  But  this  is  not  designed, 

!  (dearly  beloved  brethren  and  sisters 
]  in  the  Lord,)  to  deject  the  contrite 
j  hearts  of  the  faithful,  as  if  none  might 
come  to  the  supper  of  the  Lord,  but 
those  w  ho  are  w  ithout  sin:  for  we  do 
not  come  to  this  supper,  to  testify 
thereby  that  we  are  perfect  and  righ- 
|  tious  in  ourselves;  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  considering  that  we  seek  our 
life  out  of  ourselves  in  Jesus  Christ, 
we  acknowledge  that  we  lie  in  the 
midst  of  death:  therefore,  notwith- 
I  standing  we  feel  many  infirmities  and 
I  miseries  in  ourselves,  as  namely,  that 
we  have  not  perfect  faith,  and  that 
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we  do  not  give  ourselves  to  serve  God 
with  that  zeal  as  we  are  bound,  but 
have  daily  to  strive  with  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  our  faith,  and  the  evil  lusts  of 
our  flesh;  yet,  since  we  are  (by  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost)  sorry  for 
these  weaknesses,  and  earnestly  de¬ 
sirous  to  fight  against  our  unbelief, 
and  to  live  according  to  all  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God:  therefore,  we  rest 
assured  that  no  sin  or  infirmity,  which 
still  remaineth  against  our  will,  in  us, 
can  hinder  11s  from  being  received  of 
God  in  mercy,  and  from  being  made 
worthy  partakers  of  this  heavenly 
meat  and  drink. 

Let  us  now  also  consider,  to  what 
end  the  Lord  hath  instituted  his  sup¬ 
per,  namely,  that  we  do  it  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  him.  Wow  after  this 
manner  are  we  to  remember  him  by 


it 


First:  That  we  are  confidently 
srsuaded  in  our  hearts,  that  our 


Lord  Jesus  Christ,  (according  to  the 
promises  made  to  our  forefathers  in 

the  old  testament,)  was  sent  of  the 
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Father  into  the  world:  that  he  assum¬ 
ed  our  flesh  and  blood ;  that  he  bor^ 
for  us  the  w  rath  of  God  (under  which 
we  should  have  perished  everlasting¬ 
ly)  from  the  beginning  of  his  incarna¬ 
tion,  to  the  end  of  his  life  upon  earth; 
and  that  he  hath  fulfilled,  for  us,  all 
obedience  to  the  divine  law,  and 
righteousness:  especially,  when  the 
weight  of  our  sins  and  wrath  of  God 
pressed  out  of  him  the  bloody  sweat 
in  the  garden,  where  he  was  bound 
that  we  might  be  freed  from  our  sins: 
that  he  afterwards  suffered  innumer¬ 
able  reproaches,  that  we  might  never 
be  confounded.  That  he  was  inno¬ 
cently  condemned  to  death,  that  we 
might  be  acquitted  at  the  judgment- 
seat  of  God:  yea,  that  he  suffered  his 
blessed  body  to  be  nailed  to  the  cross 
— that  he  might  fix  thereon  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  our  sins;  and  hath  also 
taken  upon  himself  the  curse  due  to 
us,  that  he  might  fill  us  with  his  bless¬ 
ings;  and  hath  humbled  himself  unto 
the  deepest  reproach  and  pains  of 
hell,  both  in  body  and  soul,  on  the 
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tree  of  the  cross,  when  he  cried  out 
with  a  loud  voice,  “my  God,  my  God! 
why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me?”  That 
we  might  he  accepted  of  God,  and 
never  he  forsaken  of  him:  and  finally 
confirmed  with  his  death  and  shed¬ 
ding  of  his  blood,  the  new  and  eternal 
testament,  that  covenant  of  grace  and 
reconciliation,  w  hen  he  said,  it  is  fin¬ 
ished. 

And,  that  we  might  firmly  believe 
that  we  belong  to  this  covenant  of 
grace,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  his 
last  supper,  took  bread,  and  when  he 
had  given  thanks,  he  brake  it,  and 
gave  it  to  his  disciples,  and  said, 
take,  eat,  this  is  my  body  which  is 
broken  for  you,  this  do  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  me;  in  like  manner  also  af¬ 
ter  supper,  he  took  the  cup,  gave 
thanks  and  said,  drink  ye  all  of  it; 
this  cup  is  the  new  testament  in  my 
blood,  which  is  shed  for  you  and  for 
many,  for  the  remission  of  sins;  this 
do  ye  as  often  as  ye  drink  it  in  re¬ 
membrance  of  me:  that  is,  as  often  as 
ye  eat  of  this  bread  and  drink  of  this 
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cup,  you  shall  thereby,  as  by  a  sure 
remembrance  and  pledge,  be  admon¬ 
ished  and  assured  of  this  my  hearty 
love  and  faithfulness  towards  you; 

|  that,  whereas  you  should  have  suffer- 
ied  eternal  death,  I  have  given  my 
body  to  the  death  of  the  cross,  and 
j  shed  my  blood  for  you;  and  as  certain¬ 
ly  feed  and  nourish  your  hungry  soul 
with  my  crucified  body,  and  shed 
blood,  to  everlasting  life,  as  this  bread 
is  broken  before  your  eyes,  and  this 
I  cup  is  given  to  you,  and  you  eat  and 
I  drink  the  same  with  your  mouth,  in 
remembrance  of  me. 

From  this  institution  of  the  holy 
j  supper  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we 
see  that  he  directs  our  faith  and  trust 
to  his  perfect  sacrifice,  (once  offered 
on  the  cross)  as  to  the  only  ground 
and  foundation  of  our  salvation, 
wherein  he  is  become  to  our  hungry 
and  thirsty  souls,  the  true  meat  and 
drink  of  life  eternal.  For  by  his 
I  death,  he  hath  taken  away  the  cause 
of  our  eternal  death  and  misery, 
namely,  sin:  and  obtained  for  us  the 
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quickening  Spirit,  that  we  by  the 
same,  (which  dwelleth  in  Christ  as 
in  the  head,  and  in  us  as  his  mem¬ 
bers,)  might  have  true  communion 
with  him,  and  be  made  partakers  of 
all  his  blessings  of  eternal  life,  righ¬ 
teousness  and  glory. 

Besides,  that  we  by  the  same  Spirit 
may  also  be  united  as  members  of  one 
body  in  true  brotherly  love,  as  the 
holy  apostle  saith,  “For  we,  being 
many,  are  one  bread  and  one  body: 
for  we  are  all  partakers  of  that  one 
bread.’’  For  as  out  of  many  grains 
one  meal  is  ground,  and  one  bread 
baked,  and  out  of  many  berries  being 
pressed  together,  one  wine  floweth, 
and  mixeth  itself  together ;  so  shall 
we  all,  who  by  a  true  faith  are  in¬ 
grafted  into  Christ,  be  altogether  one 
body,  through  brotherly  love,  for 
Christ’s  sake,  our  beloved  Saviour, 
who  hath  so  exceedingly  loved  us; 
and  not  only  show  this  in  word,  but 

also  in  every  deed  towards  one  anoth- 

•/ 

er. 

Hereto  assist  us,  the  Almighty  God 
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md  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
hrough  his  Holy  Spirit. — Amen. 

That  me  may  obtain  all  this,  let  us 
tumble  ourselves  before  God,  and 
with  true  faith  implore  his  grace. 


O  most  merciful  God  and  Father, 
we  beseech  Thee,  that  Thou  wilt  be 
pleased  in  this  supper,  (in  which  we 
celebrate  the  glorious  remembrance 
bf  the  bitter  death  of  thy  beloved  Son 
Jesus  Christ,)  to  work  in  our  hearts 
ithrough  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may 
daily,  more  and  more  w  ith  true  con¬ 
fidence,  give  ourselves  up  unto  thy 
Son  Jesus  Christ,  that  our  afflicted 
and  contrite  hearts,  through  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  may  be  fed  and 
comforted  with  his  true  body  and 
blood;  yea,  w  ith  him,  true  God  and 
:man,  that  only  heavenly  bread;  and 
that  we  may  no  longer  live  in  our 
sins,  but  he  in  us,  and  we  in  him,  and 
thus  truly  be  made  partakers  of  the 
i  new  and  everlasting  testament,  and 
the  covenant  of  grace.  That  we  may 
not  doubt  but  Thou  wilt  forever  be 
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our  gracious  Father,  never  more  im¬ 
puting  our  sins  unto  us,  and  provid¬ 
ing  us  with  all  things  necessary,  as 
well  for  the  body  as  the  soul,  as  thy: 
beloved  children  and  heirs;  grant  us 
also  thy  grace,  that  we  may  take  up¬ 
on  us  our  cross  cheerfully,  deny  our¬ 
selves,  confess  our  Saviour,  and  in 
all  tribulations,  with  uplifted  heads 
expect  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  from 
heaven,  where  he  will  make  our  mor¬ 
tal  bodies  like  unto  his  most  glorious 
body,  and  take  us  unto  him  in  eter¬ 
nity.  Our  Father  which  art  in  heav¬ 
en,  &c.— Amen.  1 

Strengthen  us  also  by  this  holy  sup¬ 
per,  in  the  Catholic  undoubted  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  whereof  We  make  confes¬ 
sion,  with  our  mouths  and  hearts,  say¬ 
ing: 

I  believe  in  God  the  Father  Al¬ 
mighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth: ! 
and  in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son  our 
Lord;  who  was  conceived  by  the  Holy 1 
Ghost,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  suf¬ 
fered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  cru- 
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cified,  dead  and  buried,  he  descended 
into  he!!:  the  third  day  he  rose  again 
from  the  dead,  he  ascended  into  heav¬ 
en,  and  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of 
God  the  Father  Almighty ;  from 
whence  -  he  shall  come  to  judge  the 
quick  and  the  dead. 

I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost ;  the 
holy  Catholic  church;  the  communion 
of  saints;  the  forgiveness  of  sins;  the 
resurrection  of  the  body;  and  the  life 
everlasting.— Amen. 

That  we  may  be  now  fed  with  the 
true  heavenly  bread,  Jesus  Christ, 
let  us  not  cleave  with  our  hearts  unto 
the  external  bread  and  wine,  but  lift 
them  up  on  high  in  heaven,  where 
Christ  Jesus  is  our  advocate,  at  the 
right  hand  of  his  heavenly  Father, 
whither  all  the  articles  of  our  faith 
lead  us;  not  doubting,  but  we  shall  as 
certainly  be  fed  and  refreshed  in  our 
souls  through  the  working  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  with  his  body  and  blood, 
as  we  receive  the  holy  bread  and 
wine  in  remembrance  of  him. 
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In  breaking  and  distributing  the 
bread,  the  minister  shall  say: 

The  bread  which  we  break,  is  the 
communion  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

And  when  he  giveth  the  cup: 

The  cup  of  blessing  which  we  bless, 
is  the  communion  of  the  blood  of 
Christ. 

During  the  communion,  there  shall 
or  may  be  devoutly  sung,  a  psalm,  or 
some  chapter  read,  in  remembrance 
of  the  death  of  Christ,  as  the  53d 
chapter  of  Isaiah,  the  13, 14,  15,  16, 
17  and  18th  chapters  of  John,  or  the 
like. 

After  the  communion  the  minister 

shall  say: 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,  since  the  Lord 
hath  now  fed  our  souls  at  his  table, 
let  us  therefore  jointly  praise  his  holy 
name  with  thanksgiving,  and  every 
one  say  in  his  heart,  thus: 

t/  7 

Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul ;  and 
all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy 
name. 
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Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  for¬ 
get  not  all  his  benefits. 

Who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities: 
who  healeth  all  thy  diseases. 

Who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  de¬ 
struction,  who  crowneth  thee  with 
loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies. 

The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious, 
slow  to  anger  and  plenteous  in  mer¬ 
cy- 

He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our 
sins,  nor  rewarded  us  according  to 

our  iniquities. 

For  as  the  heavens  are  high  above 
the  earth,  so  great  is  his  mercy  to¬ 
wards  them  that  fear  him. 

As  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  w  est, 
so  far  hath  he  removed  our  transgres¬ 
sions  from  us. 

Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  chil¬ 
dren,  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that 

fear  him. 

Who  hath  not  spared  his  own  Son, 
but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  and 
given  us  all  things  with  him.  There- 
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fore,  God  com  mend  eth  his  love  to¬ 
wards  ns,  in  that  while  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  ns;  much 
more  then,  being  now  justified  in  his 
blood,  we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath 
through  him:  for,  if,  when  we  were 
enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God 
by  the  death  of  his  Son;  much  more 
being  reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved 
by  his  life.  Therefore  shall  my  month 
and  heart  show  forth  the  praise  of  the 
Lord  from  this  time  forth  forevermore. 

v  •  •>  <  *  •  •  ..  j  ■  . 

Amen.  T  v  'CcfliB 

Let  every  one  say  with  an  attentive  : 

heart: 

O  Almighty,  merciful  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther,  we  render  Thee  most  humble 
and  hearty  thanks,  that  Thou  hast  of 
thy  infinite  mercy,  given  us  thine 
only  begotten  Son,  for  a  mediator  and 
a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  and  to  be  our 
meat  and  drink  unto  life  eternal,  and 
that  Thou  givest  us  a  lively  faith, 
whereby  we  are  made  partakers’  of 
such  thy  benefits — Thou  hast  also 
been  pleased,  that  thy  beloved  Son 
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Jesus  Christ  should  institute  and  or¬ 
dain  his  holy  supper  for  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  the  same.  Grant,  we  be¬ 
seech  Thee,  O  faithful  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther,  that  through  the  operation  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  the  commemoration 
of  the  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
may  tend  to  the  daily  increase  of  our 
faith,  and  saving  fellowship  with  him, 
through  Jesus  Christ  thy  Son,  in 
whose  name  we  conclude  our  prayers, 
saying — Our  Father  who  art  in  heav¬ 
en,  &c. 

From  the  whole  of  the  foregoing 
description  of  the  form  of  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  we 
learn  the  following  to  be  the  scrips 
tural  doctrine,  concerning  this  sacred 
institution,  viz: 

That  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  did 
ordain  and  institute  the  sacrament  of 
the  holy  supper,  to  nourish  and  sup¬ 
port  those  whom  he  hath  already  re¬ 
generated  and  incorporated  into  his 
family,  which  is  his  church.  Now 
those  who  are  regenerated,  have  in 
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them  a  two-fold  life,  the  one  corporal 
and  temporal,  which  they  have  from 
the  first  birth,  and  is  common  to  all 
men:  the  other  spiritual  and  heavenly, 
which  is  given  them  in  their  second 
birth,  which  is  effected  h}r  the  word 
of  the  gospel,  in  the  communion  of 
the  body  of  Christ;  and  this  life  is  not 
common,  but  is  peculiar  to  God’s 
people.  In  like  manner,  God  hath 
given  us,  for  the  support  of  the  bodily 
and  earthly  life,  earthly  and  common 
bread,  which  is  subservient  thereto, 
and  is  common  to  all  men,  even  as  life 
itself.  But  for  the  support  of  the 
spiritual  and  heavenly  life,  which 
believers  have,  he  hath  sent  a  living 
bread,  which  descended  from  heaven, 
namely,  Jesus  Christ,  who  nourishes 
and  strengthens  the  spiritual  life  of 
believers,  when  they  eat  him,  that  is 
to  say,  when  they  apply  and  receive 
him  by  faith  in  the  Spirit.  Christ, 
that  he  might  represent  unto  us  this:  t 
spiritual  and  heavenly  bread,  hath 
instituted  an  earthly  and  visible 
bread,  as  a  sacrament  of  his  body, 
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and  wine  as  a  sacrament  of  his  blood* 
to  testify  by  them  unto  us,  that,  as 
certainly  as  we  receive  and  hold  this 
sacrament  in  our  hands,  and  eat  and 
drink  the  same  with  our  mouths,  by 
which  our  life  is  afterwards  nourish¬ 
ed,  we  also  do  as  certainly  receive  by 
faith  (which  is  the  hand  and  mouth 
of  our  soul)  the  true  body  and  blood 
of  Christ  our  only  Saviour  in  our 
souls,  for  the  support  of  our  spiritual 
life.  Now  as  it  is  certain  and  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  Jesus  Christ  hath  not 
enjoined  to  us  the  use  of  his  sacra¬ 
ments  in  vain,  so  he  works  in  us  all 
that  he  represents  to  us  by  these  holy 
signs,  though'  the  manner  surpasses 
our  understanding,  and  cannot  be 
comprehended  by  us,  as  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  hidden 
and  incomprehensible.  In  the  mean 
time  we  err  not,  when  we  say,  that 
what  is  eaten  and  drunk  by  us  is  the 
proper  and  natural  body,  and  the  pro¬ 
per  blood  of  Christ,.  But  the  manner  of 
our  partaking  of  the  same,  is  not  by 
the  mouth,  but  by  the  Spirit  through 
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faith.  Thus  then,  though  Christ  sits 
at  the  right  hand  of  his  Father  in  the 
heavens,  yet  doth  he  not,  therefore, 
cease  to  make  us  partakers  of  him¬ 
self  by  faith.  This  feast  is  a  spiritual 
table,  at  which  Christ  communicates 
himself,  with  all  his  benefits  to  us, 
and  gives  us  there  to  enjoy  both  him¬ 
self,  and  the  merits  of  his  sufferings 
and  death,  nourishing,  strengthening 
and  comforting  our  poor  comfortless 
souls;  by  the  eating  of  his  flesh,  quick¬ 
ening  and  refreshing  them  by  the 
drinking  of  his  blood.  Further,  tho* 
the  sacraments  are  connected  with 
the  thing  signified,  nevertheless,  both 
are  not  received  by  all  men:  the  un¬ 
godly  indeed  receives  the  sacrament 
to  his  condemnation,  but  he  doth  not 
receive  the  truth  of  the  sacrament; 
As  Judas  and  Simon  the  sorcerer, 
both  indeed  received  the  sacrament, 
but  not  Christ,  who  was  signified  by 
it,  of  whom  believers  only  are  made 
partakers.  Lastly,  we  receive  this 
holy  sacrament  in  the  assembly  of 
the  people  of  God,  with  humility  and 
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reveranc’e,  keeping  up  amongst  us  a 
holy  remembrance  of  the  death  of 
Christ  our  Saviour,  with  thanksgiv¬ 
ing:  making  there  confession  of  our 
faith,  and  of  the  Christian  religion. 
Therefore,  no  one  ought  to  come  to 
this  table,  without  having  previously 
rightly  examined  himself;  lest  by 
eating  of  this  bread  and  drinking  of 
this  cup,  he  eat  and  drink  judgment 
to  himself.  In  a  word,  we  are  excit¬ 
ed  by  the  use  of  this  holy  sacrament, 
to  a  fervent  love  towards  Cod,  and 
oUr  neighbor.  Therefore,  we  reject 
all  mixtures  and  damnable  inventions, 
which  men  have  added  unto,  and 
blended  with  the  sacraments,  as  pro¬ 
fanations  of  them:  and  affirm  that  we 
ought  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  ordin¬ 
ance,  which  Christ  and  his  apostles 
have  taught  us,  and  that  we  must 
speak  of  them  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  have  spoken. 
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Instructions  in  relation  to  a  wort 
reception  of  the  Lord's  Supper 

HYMN  57.  L.  M  — Windham. 

H  ORD,  I  am  thine,  entirely  thine, 

Purchas’d  and  sav’d  by  blood  divine; 
’With  lull  consent  thine  I  would  be, 

And  own  thy  sovereign  right  in  me. 

2  Here,  Lord,  my  flesh,  my  soul,  my  all, 

I  yield  to  Thee  beyond  recall; 

Accept  thine  own,  so  long  withheld; 
Accept  what  I  so  freely  yield. 

3  Grant  one  poor  sinner  more  a  place 
Among  the  children  of  thy  grace; 

A  wretched  sinner,  lost  to  God, 

But  ransom’d  by  Immanuel's  blood. 

4  Thine  would  I  live — thine  would  I  die; 

Be  thine  through  all  eternity; 

The  vow  is  past  beyond  repeal; 

And  now  I  set  the  solemn  seal. 

5  Be  Thou  the  witness  of  my  vow, 

Angels  and  men  attest  it  too; 

That  to  thy  board  I  now  repair, 

And  seal  the  sacred  contract  there. 

6  Here  at  that  cross,  where  flows  the  blood. 
That  bought  my  guilty  soul  for  God; 
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Tliee,  my  new  Master,  now  I  call, 

And  consecrate  to  Thee  my  all. 

7  Do  Thou  assist  a  feeble  worm, 

The  great  engagement  to  perform; 

Thy  grace  can  full  assistance  lend, 

And  on  that  grace  I  dare  depend. 

It  was  a  signal  favor  which  was 
shewn  unto  Simeon,  as  recorded  by 
the  evangelist:  that  he  received  the 
assurance  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  lie 
should  not  depart  this  life,  until  his 
eyes  should  see  the  Saviour  of  the 
world  in  the  flesh;  and  in  accordance 
with  this  promise,  when  he  was  led 
up  into  the  temple,  by  the  influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  was  permitted 
to  see  the  long  promised  Messiah. 
On  this  memorable  occasion,  he  was 
so  overjoyed  on  beholding  the  child 
Jesus,  that  he  took  him  into  his  arms, 
and  embracing  him  exclaimed:  “Lord! 
now  lettest  Thou  thy  servant  depart 
in  peace,  according  to  thy  word,  for 
mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  Redeemer.” 
Now  this  special,  nay,  even  a  greater 
favor  is  bestowed  .  upon  thee,  O  hum- 
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ble  and  believing  Christian,  so  often 
as  thou  art  invited  by  this  blessed 
Saviour  to  approach  unto  his  holy 
table,  where  thou  mayest  behold  with 
thine  eyes,  receive  with  thy  hands, 
and  partake  of  with  thy  mouth  the 
word  and  bread  of  life,  for  with  these 
visible  signs,  (not,  how  ever,  in  and  of 
them,)  thou  canst  participate  of  the 
body  and  blood  of  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  not  indeed  in  a  corporal,  but  in 
a  spiritual  manner,  (for  his  word  is 
spirit  and  life,)  but  actually  and  re¬ 
ally,  for  he  is  the  bread  of  life  which 
cometh  down  from  heaven,  and  his 
flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  his  blood  is 
drink  indeed,  as  he  himself  emphati¬ 
cally  says:  John  6.  63,  and  48.  50. 53, 
not  common,  but  a  spiritual  and  soul- 
satisfying  food,  w  hich  pertaineth  un¬ 
to  everlasting  life.  The  food  of  an¬ 
gels — the  preciousness  of  heaven — 
the  flesh  of  thy  Redeemer,  which  he 
represents  as  crucified  before  thine 
eyes,  and  which  he  will  impart  unto 
thee,  as  assuredly  as  thou  exercisest 
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a  true  and  living  faith  in  his  atoning 

blood. 

|  But  in  order  to  receive  such  a  di- 
vine  favor,  a  thorough  examination 
and  preparation  of  soul,  are  indis- 
pensibly  necessary,  according  to  the 
admonition  of  the  apostle  Paul,  l*Coi\ 
11:  “But  let  a  man  examine  himself, 
and  so  let  him  eat  of  this  bread  and 
drink  of  this  cup,  for  whosoever 
eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily, 
eateth  and  drinketh  damnation,  not 
discerning  the  Lord’s  body.”  And, 
my  dear  friend,  if  God  warned  and 
forbade  every  uncircumcised  person, 
on  the  penalty  of  death,  to  eat  of  the 
Paschal  Lamb,  and  commanded  even 
the  circumcised  not  to  approach  unto 
this  sacred  ordinance,  until  after 
three  days  solemn  preparation,  how 
much  more  obviously  necessary  is  it 
for  those  who  would  desire  to  ap¬ 
proach  unto  this  sacred  feast  of  the 
Lord’s  supper,  to  enter  previously 
upon  a  due  and  solemn  preparation 
of  soul? 

But  if  you  would  sincerely  desire 
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thus  to  prepare,  it  is  necessary  for 
you: 

1.  To  acquire  a  fundamental  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  essential  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  religion — the  ten  command¬ 
ments — the  subjects  of  prayer,  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  Lord’s  prayer,  “Our 
Father,”  &c. — the  twelve  articles  of 
the  Christian  faith — the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity — the  elevated  person  and 
offices  of  our  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ 
— his  sufferings,  obedience  and  mer¬ 
its,  as  also  the  institution  of  both  the| 
holy  sacraments,  viz:  Holy  Baptism 
and  the  Lord’s  Supper,  especially  the 
latter,  in  order  that  you  may  realize 
the  benefits  of  the  institution  of  this  sa¬ 
cred  ordinance;  how  you  may  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  participate  often  of  it;  how  to 
enjoy  a  comfortable  remembrance  oi 
his  bitter  sufferings  and  death,  when 
at  his  table;  and  thus  renew  thy  bap¬ 
tismal  covenant,  to  the  strengthening: 
of  thy  faith — to  assure  thee  of  thy 
salvation,  and  by  which  he  finally 
imparts  himself,  as  thy  living  Re¬ 
deemer,  with  all  his  merits  unto  thee, 
to  enjoy  him  forever. 
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*2.  Again,  you  must  enter  upon  a 
thorough  examination  of  yourself,  as 
relates  to  your  former  life  and  con¬ 
duct,  as  also,  especially  the  present 
frame  and  disposition  of  your  soul, 
that  you  may  thus  become  deeply 
sensible  of  the  misery  into  which  you 
hare  voluntarily  plunged  yourself, 
and  have  thereby  rendered  yourself 
unworthy  to  appear  at  such  a  heaven¬ 
ly  feast.  For  this  purpose,  take  the 
ten  commandments  of  God,  as  the  rule 
of  thy  life,  and  remember  how  often 
and  fearfully  you  have  violated  each 
one  of  them.  Humble  thyself,  there¬ 
fore,  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God, 
and  confess  with  an  humble  and  bro¬ 
ken  heart,  thy  sins,  and  wrestle 
with  him  in  supplication  and  prayer, 
for  the  forgiveness  of  thy  sins,  and 
the  sanctification  of  thy  soul,  without 
(which  no  one  can  see  God. — Heb.  12. 
And,  inasmuch,  as  without  Christ 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can  be 
hoped  for;  as  he  is  the  only  and  all- 
sufficient  Saviour,  who  has  purchas¬ 
ed  us  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  by 
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his  death,  and  sanctifies  us  through 
his  word  and  Spirit,  according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  apostle,  1  Cor.  1. 
30:  “Christ  Jesus  is  made  unto  us  ol 
God,  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and 
sanctification,  and  redemption:”  and 
again,  2  Cor.  5. 19—21:  “God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto 
himself,  not  imputing  unto  them  their 
sins,  for  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin 
(that  is,  an  offering  for  sin)  who  knev» 
no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  righ 
teousness  before  God.”  Hence,  tak( 
refuge  to  him — remember  his  bittei 
sufferings  and  death,  as  the  only  ran 
som  money  of  thy  poor  sinful  soul— 
entreat  the  Father  for  the  sake  oi 
these  sufferings  and  death,  to  be  mer 
ciful  unto  you,  and  pardon  all  you] 
sins  and  transgressions— call  on  tin 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  aid  you,  by  hi: 
all-prevailing  intercession,  and  hil 
Holy  Spirit,  and  thus  manifest  youi 
sincere  and  longing  desire,  your  hun 
ger  and  thirst  for  the  righteousnes 
of  God,  in  Christ  Jesus — call  upoi 
God,  as  a  triune  God  in  covenant 
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with  a  contrite  spirit,  ever  bearing 
in  mind  what  the  Psalmist  says  in 
the  fifty-first  Psalm:  “The  sacrifice 
which  is  acceptable  to  God,  is  a  bro¬ 
ken  and  contrite  spirit;  a  broken  and 
burdened  heart  God  will  not  dispise.” 
Therefore,  O  Christian  friend,  exer¬ 
cise  an  implicit  confidence  in  God, 
that  he  will  not  reject  your  supplica¬ 
tions  when  proceeding  from  such 
an  heart,  but  will  most  assuredly 
hear  and  answer  them  in  much  mer¬ 
cy,  according  to  his  promises  of  grace 
j  made  to  his  penitent  believing  Chil- 
j  dren,  when  he  says:  “Let  the  wicked 
forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts :  and  return  un¬ 
to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy 
upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  w  ho  will 
abundantly  pardon.” — Is.  55. 7.  “He 
that  beiieveth  on  the  Son,  hath  eter¬ 
nal  life,  but  he  that  beiieveth  not  the 
Son,  hath  not  life,  but  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  on  him.” — John  3.  36. 

I  But  bear  also  in  mind,  that  true  re¬ 
pentance  and  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 
are  inseperably  connected  with  a  re- 


50 


394 


INSTRUCTIONS  IN  RELATION  TO 


newing  in  the  spirit  of  the  mind;,  and 
a  thorough  amendment  of  our  life, 
according  to  the  admonition  of  the 
apostle  Paul:  “That  ye  put  off,  con¬ 
cerning  the  former  conversation,  the 
old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according 
to  the  deceitful  lusts;  and  be  renewed 
in  the  spirit  of  your  mind;  and  that 
ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after 
God  is  created  in  righteousness  and 
true  holiness;” — "H plies.  4.  22 — 24, 
and  strive  to  renounce  all  manner  of 
sin,  so  as  to  commit  no  sin  knowingly 
or  intentionally,  but  on  the  contrary, 
to  live  godly,  soberly  and  righteously 
according  to  God’s  holy  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  your  power.  But  be  care¬ 
ful  to  see  well  to  it,  that  you  keep  this 
solemn  resolution,  and  that  you  do 
not,  in  any  way,  violate  it;  for  only 
such  as  “continue  faithful  until  the  1 
end  shall  be  saved.” — Math.  24.  13. 
Be  not  like  those  who  at  times,  espe-  ' 
daily  when  they  intend  to  approach  i 
to  the  Lord’s  supper  form  resolutions, 
nay,  vow  most  solemnly  unto  God,  to 
amend  their  lives,  but  after  this  sol- 
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emn  transaction  is  past,  very  sel¬ 
dom  think  6f  the  fulfilment  of  their 


promises,  but  continue  to  live  in  the 
commission  of  all  their  former  sins, 
nay,  only  grow  bolder  in  their  high¬ 
handed  rebellion  against  the  God  of 
heaven,  and  thus  testify  to  all  around 
them,  that  all  their  professions  were 
false  and  hypocritical — but  cheer¬ 
fully  go  on,  perfecting  holiness  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord — strive  against  all 
manner  of  sin,  and  cease  not,  until 
you  have  broken  off  from  all  your  sin¬ 
ful  practices — seek  opportunities  to 
exercise  yourself  in  doing  good;  and 
be  particularly  careful  to  lay  off  ail 
malice,  hatred  and  ^reconciliation, 

|  for  nothing  is  more  displeasing  to  God, 
and  nothing  is  more  opposite  to  the 
1  n ature  and  design  of  this  holy  sacra¬ 
ment,  which  is  a  feast  of  love,  in  which 
we  are  to  exhibit  in  all  its  soul-thril¬ 
ling  effects,  this  cardinal  virtue  of  the 
religion  of  the  blessed  Jesus — Love 
j  to  God  and  love  to  our  neighbor. 

Now  if  this  be  the  true  state  of  your 
soul,  you  may  approach  with  joy  to 
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the  supper  of  our  Lord,  and  suffer 
nothing  to  prevent  you  from  ap¬ 
proaching  this  holy  table.  Let 
not  a  view  of  your  unworthiness  keep 
you  back,  for  who  is  worthy  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  table  of  the  great  God  our 
Saviour,  and  to  partake  of  his  flesh 
and  his  blood?  Let  not  your  sins  and 
short-comings  in  the  sight  of  God, 
prevent  you,  for  Jesus  came  into  the 
world,  not  for  the  righteous,  but  to 
seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost, 
and  hence  he  has  instituted  this  sup¬ 
per,  not  for  the  righteous,  or  else  he 
would  have  held  it  alone  in  heaven, 
but  he  instituted  it  for  sinners,  who 
sincerely  repent,  and  ardently  desire 
a  participation  in  the  merits  of  his 
atoning  blood.  Therefore,  remem¬ 
ber,  my  dear  friend,  the  words  of  our 
blessed  Redeemer:  “  Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  la¬ 
den,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  Take 
my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  ! 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.” 
Math.  11.  28,  29.  Let  then  the  lan- 


THE  LORD'S  SUPPER. 


397 


guage  of  your  soul  respond:  “  yes, 
blessed  Jesus,  in  compliance  with  this 
invitation,  I  will  come  unto  Thee, 
for  I  also  belong  to  the  number  of 
those  who  are  weary  and  heavy 
laden;  as  my  sins  are  a  burden  too 
heavy  for  me  to  bear.  O  Lord  assist 
and  succor  me!  I  will  cheerfully 
take  upon  me  the  yoke  of  thy  com¬ 
mandments,  deny  myself,  take  up  my 
cross  and  follow  Thee;  O  let  my  soul, 
therefore,  find  grace  in  thy  sight, 
salvation  in  thy  wounds  and  rest  in 
thy  house! 

Say  not  within  you,  my  faith  is  too 
weak  yet,  5  dare  not  approach  this 

i  sacred  ordinance,  in  which  faith  has 

7 

to  do  ail,  for  remember,  that  although 
I  your  hand  be  weak,  yet  you  may  lay 
i  hold  upon  Jesus.  And  this  Redeem- 
er,  who  admonishes  us,  in  his  word, 
to  receive  the  weak  in  faith,  will 
also  do  this  unto  thee,  “for  he  will 
not  break  the  bruised  reed,  nor 
quench  the  smoking  flax.”  Recollect 
further,  for  thy  comfort,  that  this 
feast  was  not  instituted  only  for  the 


39S 


INSTRUCTIONS  IN  RELATION  TO 


strong,  but  also  especially  for  the 
weak,  in  order  thereby  to  strengthen 
them,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  appre¬ 
hend  the  blessed  Redeemer,  and  to 
hold  sweet  communion  with  him,  to 
an  increase  of  their  love,  strengthen 
their  faith  and  holy  resolutions,  to 
infix  their  hope  more  firmly  on  Jesus 
as  the  rock  of  ages,  so  that  it  may 
keep  them  both  sure  and  steadfast  in 
all  the  storms  and  trials  of  time,  un¬ 
til  they  are  introduced  into  the  im¬ 
mediate  presence  of  Jehovah,  where 
there  is  fullness  of  joy  and  pleasures 
for  them  to  enjoy  forevermore. 

Now  in  all  cases,  where  the  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  everlasting  gospel,  have, 
in  the  judgment  of  Christian  charity, 
reason  to  believe,  that  applicants  for 
church  communion, indulge  such  views 
and  are  thus  disposcd.it  becomes  their 
solemn  duty  to  admit  them  into  reg¬ 
ular  communion  with  the  people  of 
God,  and  professed  followers  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jesus.  This  sacred 
transaction  is  performed  by  a  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  accredited  ambassadors 
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of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  different 
brandies  of  his  church,  by  the  impo¬ 
sition  of  hands,  in  confirmation  in  the 
presence  of  the  congregation,  after 
the  applicants  for  church  communion, 

!  have  answered  the  following  or  sim- 
|  ilar  interrogations  in  the  affirmative, 
j  viz: 

1.  Do  you  sincerely  believe  the 
scriptures  of  the  old  and  new  testa¬ 
ment,  to  be  the  true  and  infallible 
word  of  God,  from  which  nothing  is 
at  any  time  to  be  taken,  and  to  which 
nothing  is  at  any  time  to  be  added? 

2.  Do  you  believe  the  doctrines 
taught  in  this  branch  of  the  church 
of  J  esus  Christ,  and  in  which  you 
have  received  instructions,  to  be  the 
j  true  and  perfect  doctrines  of  salva- 
j  tion? 

I  i.  \  f 

|  3.  Do  you  solemnly,  as  in  the  pre¬ 

sence  of  God  and  these  witnesses,  re- 
;  nounce  the  devil — the  world — and  all 
ungodliness  and  promise  to  yield  a 
cheerful  and  unreserved  obedience  to 
the  will  and  commandments  of  God; 
to  grow  in  grace,  and  holiness,  and  to 
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persevere  therein  to  your  happy  end! 
So  answer  yes. 

Which  being  done,  after  a  most 
solemn  invoking  of  the  special  pres¬ 
ence  and  favor  of  Almighty  God,  by 
the  minister  and  congregation,  (all 
kneeling  before  the  throne  of  grace) 
to  descend  on  all  who  are  now  renew¬ 
ing  their  covenant  with  Jehovah,  the 
minister  of  the  gospel  lays  his  hands 
upon  them,  and  pronounces  this  or 
a  similar  benediction  on  them,  viz: 

“God  the  Father,  God  the  Son  and 
God  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  our  triune 
and  covenant  God,  grant  you  his 
grace — protect  you  from  all  manner 
of  evil,  and  enable  you  to  grow  in 
grace,  and  in  holiness,  and  to  perse¬ 
vere  therein,  unto  your  happy  end. — 
Amen.” 

The  persons  thus  solemnly  set  apart 
and  publicly  dedicated  to  the  service 
of  God,  now  arise  from  their  knees 
and  receive  the  right  hand  of  fellow¬ 
ship  of  the  pastor  or  minister,  thus 
confirming,  as  a  public  evidence  of 
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their  being  received  into  the  full 
communion  of  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 


Self-examination  and  confession  of 
sins ,  before  approaching  the 

Lord’s  Supper . 

HYMN  57.  L.  M. — Portugal 

\®7TIAT  strange  perplexities  arise? 

What  anxious  fears  and  jealousies? 

What  crowds  in  doubtful  light  appear! 

How  few,  alas,  approv’d  and  clear! 

2  And  what  am  1? — -My  soul,  awake, 

And  an  impartial  survey  take; 

Does  no  dark  sign,  no  ground  of  fear; 

In  practice  or  in  heart  appear? 

3  What  image  does  my  spirit  bear? 

Is  Jesus  form’d,  and  living  there? 

Say,  do  his  lineaments  divine 

In  thought,  and  word,  and  action  shine! 

4  Searcher  of  hearts,  O  search  me  still; 

The  secrets  of  my  soul  reveal; 

My  fears  remove— let  me  appear 
To  God,  and  my  own  conscience  clear. 
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4&2  SELF-EXAMINATION  BEFORE 

5  May  I  consistent  with  thy  word, 
Approach  thy  table,  O  my  Lord! 

May  I  among  thy  saints  appear? 

Shall  I  a  welcome  guest  be  there? 

6  Have  I  the  wedding  garment  on, 

Or  do  I  naked,  stand  alone? 

O!  quicken,  clothe  and  feed  my  soul, 
Forgive  my  sins,  and  make  me  whole* 


SELF-EXAMINATION, 

O  Almighty  and  holy  God!  Before 
I  would  venture  to  approach  unto 
thy  holy  table,  I  know  that  it  be¬ 
hooves  me  to  sanctify  my  lips,  by  the 
humble  confession  of  my  sins — that 
mine  eyes  should  prove  a  fountain  of 
tears,  when  reflecting  on  my  past 
transgressions— that  I  should'  wash 
mine  hands  in  innoceney,  and  purify 
my  heart  in  the  precious  Wood  of  my  j 
dear  Redeemer,  for  thy  word  teaches 
me,  that  it  is  not  meet  to  cast  that 
which  is  sanctified  to  dogs,  nor  the 
precious  pearl  before  swine-— but 
what  is  so  holy  as  the  body  and  blood 
of  thy  Son,  in  w  hich  the  rays  of  thy 
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divine  majesty  shine  forth  in  the  most 
refulgent  manner!  Where  is  there 
a  pearl  of  so  great  a  price  to  be  found, 
as  this  held  forth  to  my  view  in  this 
holy  sacrament?  And  where  is  there 
a  dog  or  swine  so  impure  as  I  ami 
But  i  must  confess,  O  God,  that  in 
consequence  of  my  natural  depravity 
and  actual  transgressions,  no  dog  has 
so  often  turned  to  his  vomit;  nor  swine 
to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire,  as  I 
have  wallowed  in  sinful  lusts,  and  in¬ 
to  which  I  had  sunk  even  deeper,  if. 
thy  preventing  grace  had  not  been 
shed  abroad  in  my  heart. 

O  Lord  God!  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  remember,  and  much  more  im¬ 
possible  to  recount  all  my  sins,  which 
I  have  committed  against  Thee,  in 
thought,  word  and  deed.  In  my  very 
best  works,  I  find  much  imperfection 
— my  most  solemn  and  devout  ad¬ 
dresses,  must,  as  of  themselves,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  being  polluted  with  sin, 
be  an  abomination  in  thy  pure  and 
holy  eyes,  if  Thou  wert  to  enter  into 
strict  judgment  of  them ;  and  how 
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much  more,  must  all  my  sins  be  an 
abomination  unto  Thee? 

The  means  which  Thou  hast  intro¬ 
duced  in  thy  law  and  holy  gospel,  and 
hast  prescribed  for  my  salvation, 
have  only  tended  to  increase  my  sins, 
and  render  them  a  greater  burden, 
because  I  have,  alas!  only  abused 
them.  Each  line  of  thy  holy  com¬ 
mandments,  which  is  calculated  to 
direct  me,  as  with  a  finger,  in  the  way 
to  heaven,  has  been  perverted  so  as 
to  direct  me  in  the  way  to  perdition. 
Adam  only  eat  once  of  one  forbidden 
fruit,  but  I  have,  alas!  eaten  oftimes 
and  of  many  forbidden  fruits. 

1,  For  inasmuch  as  according  to 
thy  first  commandment,  Thou  hast 
enjoined  it  upon  me,  to  seek  my  true 
happiness  and  felicity  in  Thee — place 
my  implicit  trust  and  confidence  up¬ 
on  Thee,  and  await  all  my  prosperity 
alone  from  thy  hand;  but  instead  of 
doing  this,  I  have  suffered  my  heart 
to  be  riveted  to  earthly  things — my 
desires  to  be  placed  upon  the  honors 
of  this  world,  on  perishing  riches. 
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nay,  I  have  made  idols  of  sinful  lusts,, 
and  have  loved  them  more  than  thy 
love  and  favor,  which  are  better  than 
life.  Thy  kingdom  and  thy  righte¬ 
ousness,  which  I  should  have  been 
careful  first  to  seek,  I  have  only  been 
;  too  little  concerned  for.  I  have  also, 

I  often  murmured  against  thy  all-wise 
providence,  and  have  envied  the 
prosperity  of  the  ungodly,  and  on  the 
j  other  hand,  I  have  stumbled  and 
been  offended  at  the  crosses  of  thy 
people,  anti  have  been  fretful  under 
thy  chastening  rod — I  have  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  feared  thy  judgments  against 
sin,  nor  trusted  in  thy  promises,  by 
which  Thou  designest  to  remove  all 
my  doubts — I  have  not  been  sufficient¬ 
ly  troubled  under  a  sense  of  thy  dis¬ 
pleasure,  nor  manifested  the  zeal  I 
ought  to  have  done,  for  thine  honor 
and  glory,  nor  sought  Thee  with  my 
whole  heart,  in  thy  word  and  ordin¬ 
ances,  so  as  to  learn  to  know  Thee, 
that  I  might  cordially  love  Thee,  nor 
loved  Thee  so  as  to  dread  exciting 
thy  displeasure,  when  I  should  have 
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been  ready  to  do  and  to  suffer  any¬ 
thing,  rather  than  transgress  thy  holy 

will.  *  ''  ■  ftM 

2.  Thou  hast  commanded  me,  in 
the  second  commandment,  not  to  make 
unto  myself  any  graven  image,  nor 
any  likeness  thereby  to  represent  un¬ 
to  myself  thy  incomprehensible  ma¬ 
jesty,  or  to  w  orship  Thee,  but  on  the 
contrary,  to  regulate  all  my  actions, 
according  to  thy  word,  which  is  the 
only  true  rule  of  my  faith  and  con¬ 
duct,  the  polar  star  of  my  heart,  a 
lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto 
my  way,  to  lead  me  to  worship  Thee, 
as  a  Spirit,  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 
But,  alas!  I  have  oftimes  served  Thee 
according  to  my  vain  immaginations, 
and  the  delusive  conceptions  of  my 
sinful  heart. 

•When  I  poured  out  my  prayers  be¬ 
fore  Thee,  or  set  under  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  thy  word,  1  have  not  been  so 
prepared  as  I  should  have  been,  but 
have  performed  both  with  little  zeal 
and  devotion,  and  have  not  represent¬ 
ed  unto  myself  thy  sacred  Majesty 
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and  infinite  wisdom,  with  which  Thou 
not  only  filiest  both  heaven  and  earth, 
but  with  which  Thou  also  searchest 
the  hearts  and  triest  the  reins  of  the 
children  of  men,  and  knowest  all  the 
secret  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart. 

3.  According  to  thy  third  com¬ 
mandment,  I  am  bound  to  make  men¬ 
tion  of  thy  holy  name,  (before  which 
all  knees  must  bow,)  only  in  a  holy 
and  reverential  manner,  to  confess  it 
with  cheerfulness,  to  worship  it  with 
zeal,  and  in  thoughts,  words  and 
|  deeds,  to  honor,  praise  and  glorify 
I  thy  holy  name;  but  instead  of  doing 
I  this,  i  have  taken  thy  holy  name  in 
vain — visited  thy  house  more  from 
custom  than  from  a  spirit  of  zeal  and 
engaged  ness  in  thy  service  and  have 
sought  to  please  man  more  than  God. 
And  although  I  have  set  under  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel,  yet  I  have 
received  but  little  benefit  from  the 
enjoyment  of  these  sacred  and  pre¬ 
cious  priviliges,  inasmuch  as  I  have 
suffered  my  attention  to  be  diverted 
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from  thy  word,  by  vain  and  foolish 
thoughts,  or  suffered  myself  to  be 
overtaken  by  untimely  sleep.  And 
although  I  have  confessed  thy  gospel, 
yet  I  have  not  led  a  life  correspond¬ 
ing  with  the  holy  doctrines  which  I 
profess,  but  have  often  received  the 
grace  of  God  in  vain. 

4.  According  to  thy  fourth  com¬ 
mandment,  Thou  hast  made  it  my 
solemn  duty,  to  remember  the  Sab¬ 
bath  day,  to  keep  it  holy,  as  a  monu¬ 
ment  of  thy  great  work  of  creation, 
and  which  I  am  bound  to  dedicate 
wholly  to  thy  service  in  the  exercise 
of  all  the  duties  of  religion,  to  the 
praise  and  honor  of  thy  holy  name: 
and  for  this  purpose,  to  abstain  from 
all  manner  of  unnecessary  work,  so 
that  I  may  commence  an  eternal  sab¬ 
bath,  already  in  this  world,  and  in 
due  time,  spend  a  never-ending  rest 
with  Thee  in  heaven,  but  I  humbJj 
confess,  that  instead  of  doing  this,  1 
have  let  too  many  sabbaths  run  tc 
Waste,  and  have  at  best,  come  fat 
short  of  sanctifying  the  sabbath  as 
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enjoined  upon  me  in  this  command¬ 
ment,  for  after  spending  an  hour  of 
two,  in  thy  service,  I  have,  alas!  oft- 
|  times  spent  the  remainder  of  the  tlay 
in  an  idle  and  unprofitable  manner, 
and  instead  of  improving  these  preei- 
i  ous  seasons,  by  reading,  hearing  and 
meditating  on  thy  word,  how  often 
!  have  I  either  neglected  these  duties 
altogether  or  attended  to  them,  at  best, 
in  an  indifferent  and  drowsy  frame  of 
mind! 

;  5.  In  the  fifth  commandment  Thou 

|  hast  made  it  obligatory  on  me,  to  love, 
honor  and  obey  my  parents  and  supe¬ 
riors;  but  how  often,  O  God,  have  I 
been  stubborn  and  disobedient  to- 
|  wards  them,  and  although  I  have  not 
j  entirely  cast  off  the  yoke  of  obedience, 
yet  I  have  frequently  manifested 
;  great  indisposition  and  impatience  as 
to  performing  their  just  and  reasona- 
1  ble  commands,  and  thus,  instead  of 
I  honoring  my  spiritual  and  temporal 
i  superiors,  I  have  often  heaped  indig¬ 
nity  upon  their  persons  and  stand-* 
ing. 
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6.  The  sixth  commandment  pro-., 
hibits  me,  not*  only  from  injuring  my 
neighbor,  as  to  his  body,  but  also  to 
be  ever  watchful,  according  to  my 
best  abilities,  to  protect  and  promote 
his  interests  and  welfare,  as  well  as; 
mine  own,  both  as  to  body  and  sou!, 
in  this,  and  for  a  coining  world.  But 
how  often  have  I  by  the  intemperate 
use  and  abuse  of  thy  benefits,  through 
envy,  hatred  and  strife— through  bad 
counsel  and  example,  jeoparded  the 
life  and  well-being  of  both  myself 
and  my  neighbor;  and  when  I  have  at 
times,  been  offended  by  him,  have  I 
indulged  a  spirit  of  anger  and  re¬ 
venge,  so  as  to  let .  the  sun  go  down, 
not  only  once,  but  ofttimes  over  my 
anger,  before  I  was  reconciled  with 
him  again;  and  so  far  was  I  . 
ing  mine  enemies,  and  doing  good 
unto  them  which  hate  me  and  d ©spite¬ 
fully  use  me,  that  I  even  rejoiced  over 
their  misfortunes,  and  wished  all 
manner  of  evil  to  befall  them. 

7.  In  the  seventh  command  me  sit, 
Thou  hast  commanded  me  to  avoid 


THE  LOUIE'S  SUPPER. 


4U 


and  flee  from  every  opportunity  and 
temptation  to  unclean  ness,  and  to  use 
all  possible  means  to  live  a  virtuous, 
pure  and  holy  life;  in  order  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  which,  I  should  have 
been  daily  on  my  guard,  and  by. 
watching,  fasting  and  prayer,  crucifi¬ 
ed  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  have  pre¬ 
served  my  heart  and  mind  from  all 
impurity,  and  my  body  which  should 
be  a  temple  for  the  Holy  Ghost,  pure 
and  holy;  but  instead  of  doing  this, 
Thou  knowest,  O  God,  how  often  I 
have,  by  unclean  thoughts,  light  and 
j  trifling  words,  and  vain  and  foolish 
j  actions,  rendered  my  soul  utterly  im- 
1  pure  and  abominable  in  thy  pure  and 
!  holy  eyes. 

j  8.  In  the  eighth  commandment  the 
duty  is  made  obligatory  upon  me,  to. 
practice  righteousness — to  give  unto 
.  each  one  of  my  fellow  creatures  his 
due — to  be  satisfied  with  my  situation 
and  circumstances,  and  to  eat  my 
|  bread  in  the  the  sweat  of  my  brow,, 
and  to  give  unto  the  poor  and  needy 
according  to  my  ability,  and  to  use 


41.3  SELT- £ X  A  ?»f  JNATIft X  BEFORE 

£,  , 

the  good  things  of  this  life,  which 
Thou  bestowest  upon  me,  so  as  not 
to  abuse  them.  But  I  confess  with 
humility  before  Thee,  that  I  have 
been  an  unfaithful  servant— that  I 
have  performed  but  few  deeds  of 
charity,  and  have  thereby  sinned 
against  the  poor;  but  I  have  moreover, 
been  rather  engaged  in  laying  up 
treasures  on  earth,  than  in  longing 
after  heaven,  and  have  been  often 
tempted  to  employ  unjust  means, 
for  the  accomplishment  of  these  ob¬ 
jects.,  5 

9.  According  to  thy  ninth  corn? 
mandment,  I  am  bound  at  all  times,  to 
speak  the  truth  without  dissimulation 
— to  judge  of  all  things  with  charity, 
and  to  protect  my  neighbor’s  honor 
and  character,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power.  But  instead  of  doing  this,  I 
have  not  only  often  envied  him  his 
good  fortune,  but  have  also,  ofttimes 
spoken  evil  of  him,  and  whereas,  I 
should  have  covered  the  nakedness 
and  imperfections  of  my  superiors, 
with  the  mantle  of  love,  I  have  fob 


THE  I.OBn'»  St'PPEK. 


ii  a 

lowed  too  closely  the  example  of 
Ham,  and  have  sported  with  them, 
and  hare  published  them  to  others.  I 
should  also  hare  endeavored  to  live 
in  strict  conformity  to  all  thy  holy 
commandments,  and  to  keep  myself 
unspotted  from  the  world;  but  I  have 
indulged  in  many  sins,  and  have  po¬ 
lluted  my  conscience  and  injured  ray 
good  name  by  ray  transgressions,  nay, 
my  whole  life  has  been  a  tissue  of 
falsehood,  inasmuch  as  although  I 
professed  the  form  of  godliness,  yet 
I  have  denied  the  power  thereof. 

10.  In  the  tenth  commandment 
Thou,  O  God!  hast  enjoined  upon  me 
to  be  content  with  whatever  Thou 
in  thy  inscrutible  wisdom  mayest  see 
proper  to  bestow  upon  me,  especially 
as  Thou  art  wont  to  bestow  much 
more  good  than  I  deserve,  and  much 
more  than  many  of  thy  dear  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  world  enjoy;  but  alas!  I 
have  often  murmured  when  Thou 
hast  given  others  more  than  I  possess, 
and  have  indulged  a  sinful  covetous¬ 
ness  for  forbidden  objects,  and  have 
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thus  been  tempted  to  neglect  render¬ 
ing  Thee  suitable  thanks  for  the  fa¬ 
vors  which  I  receive  at  thy  munificent 
hands.  » 

And  what  shall  I  say  further?  All 
of  thy  holy  commandments  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  broad,  and  extend  not  only 
to  our  words  and  actions,  but  also  to 
the  very  inmost  thoughts,  desires  and 
intents  of  the  heart.  My  proneness 
to  sin,  although  I  may  not  actually 
consent  unto  it— the  lusts  which  arise 
within  me  against  my  will — the  vain 
and  foolish  thoughts  of  the  day,  and 
the  sinful  dreams  of  the  night,  aitho’ 
they  are  not  within  my  controal,  are 
still  displeasing  in  thy  sight.  Ah! 
who  can  say  he  is  of  a  pure  heart?  or 
who  can  understand  his  errors?  0 
Lord!  cleanse  Thou  me  from  secret 
faults,  and  grant  me  the  free  and  full 
remission  of  all  my  known  and  un¬ 
known  sins.  My  sins  bear  down  up¬ 
on  my  heart,  like  a  heavy  burden, 
and  yet  I  have  not  rent  my  heart  with 
godly  sorrow  and  repentance  on  ac¬ 
count  of  them,  so  as  (according  to  the 
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religion  of  Jesus)  to  resolve  in  reli¬ 
ance  on  thy  grace,  to  deny  myself  of 
all  ungodliness  and  worldly  lasts,  and 
to  live  godly,  righteously  and  soberly, 
so  that  I  may  at  last,  through  thy 
grace,  obtain  the  salvation  of  my 
soul,  in  a  participation  of  the  inherit¬ 
ance  among  the  saints  in  light.  The 
gifts  and  graces  which  Thou  hast 
bestowed  upon  me,  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  I  have  not  been  careful  to  stir 
up  within  me,  nor  have  I  been  daily 
engaged  in  working  out  my  soul’s  sal¬ 
vation,  with  fear  and  trembling,  as  I 
ought  to  have  done.  When  I  on  for¬ 
mer  occasions,  have  participated 
with  thy  people  at  thy  table,  I  sol¬ 
emnly  pledged  myself  to  Thee,  to 
amend  my  life,  but  I  have  as  often 
violated  this  solemn  promise,  and 
have  polluted  my  soul  anew  with  all 
manner  of  sinful  lusts  and  desires,  so 
as  to  fall  deeply  into  sin,  by  thus  par¬ 
ticipating  in  an  unworthy  mannner 
of  the  crucified  body  and  shed  blood 
my  Redeemer,  which  Thou  hast  or- 
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tiaiiied  to  cleanse  my  soul  from  all: 
manner  of  sinful  pollutions.  *4Aj 

O  the  wretched  mao  that  I  am!  who 
shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death?  Alas!  no  one,  but  Thou,  who 
art  the  only  and  sufficient  Saviour  of 
my  soul,  and  who  as  such,  hast  given 
thy  holy  body  and  hast  shed  thy  pre* 
eious.  blood  in  crimson  streams,  as  a: 
continued  pledge  of  thy  unchanging 
love*  and  which  I  am  now  about  re¬ 
ceiving  as  a  seal  of  my  eternal  salva- 
don.  ’  q*-- fifjB 

Ah!  Lord!  wash  Thou  mine  hands 
in  innocency — purify  my  mouth  by 
an  humble  and  penitent  confession  of 
all  my  sins,  cleanse  Thou  mine  heart 
through  a  true  and  living  faith  in  thy 
blood,  in  order  that  I  may  receive 
this  bread  of  life,  and  this  food  of  an¬ 
gels,  with  clean  hands,  and  eat  it 
with  a  sanctified  mouth,  and  receive 
it  into  a  pure  and  honest  heart. 

O  Lord!  grant  me  also  grace  in  this  j 
examination  of  my  soul,  that  I  may  ■' 
find  that  my  desires  are  pure  and  fer¬ 
vent — my  knowledge  sufficient — my 
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penitence  on  account  of  my  sins,  not 
hypocritical — that  my  purpose  of  a- 
mendment  is  sincere  and  steadfast — ■ 
my  love  upright  and  ardent,  and  that 
my  faith  may  be  a  true  and  living 
faith. 

And  when  I  am  thus  clothed  with 
this  wedding  garment,  O  be  pleased, 
gracious  Saviour,  to  enable  me  to 
approach  unto  thy  holy  table,  with 
humility  of  heart,  and  to  retire  from 
it  again  with  joy  and  gratitude,  and. 
that  I  may  receive,  by  faith,  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  the  broken  bread  — thy, 
for  me,  Crucified  body,  and  with  the 
poured  out  wine — thy,  for  eie,  shed 
blood,  and  with  both,  the  forgiveness 
bf  all  my  sins — -adoption  into  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  God,  by  grace — union  with 
thy  spiritual  body,  and  the  glorifica¬ 
tion  of  both  my  body  and  soul,  in  thy 
kingdom;  amen,  Lord  Jesus!  Amen* 
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Encouragement  on  the  day  of  the 

Lord’s  Supper . 

HYMN  5S.  C.  M. —  Coleshill.  11 

W^E  wretched,  hungry,  starving  poor, 

Behold  a  royal  feast! 

Where  mercy  spreads  her  bounteous  store. 
For  ev’ry  humble  guest. 

2  See  Jesus  stands  with  open  arms;  < 

He  calls,  he  bids  you  come; 

Guilt  holds  you  back,  and  fear  alarms; 

But  see,  there  yet  is  room — 

&  Room  in  the  Saviour’s  bleeding  hearts  f 
There  love  and  pity  meet;  , 

Nor  will  he  bid  the  soul  depart,  * 

That  trembles  at  his  feet.  'f:: 

4  In  him  the  Father  reconcil’d; 

Invites  your  souls  to  come;  ^ 

The  rebel  shall  be  call’d  a  child,  ® 

And  kindly  welcom’d  home. 

5  O!  come,  and  with  his  children  taste 

The  blessings  of  his  love; 

While  hope  attends  the  sweet  repast 

Of  nobler  joys  above.  £ 

6  There,  with  united  heart  and  voice  •„ 

Before  th’  eternal  throne, 
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Ten  thousand  thousand  souls  rejoice, 
In  ecstasies  unknown. 


7  Ami  yet  ten  thousand  thousand  more. 
Are  welcome  still  to  come; 

|  Ye  longing,  souls  the  grace  adore; 

!  Approach,  there  yet  is  room. 

^  '  ■  &  ,.  Z  *’  jv  •'if  '• 

ffy  . 
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I  ENCOURAGEMENT. 

I*  ‘  v  .  _  ^  A-  iif 

j  “  Behold  I  stand  at  the  door,  and  knock;  he  that 

will  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come 

I  in  t0  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.” 
j  Rev.  3.  20. 

. 


As  soon,  O  my  soul,  as  thou  awak¬ 
es!  in  the  morning,  on  whieh  thou  art 
invited  to  approach  unto  the  table  of 
!  the  Lord,  encourage  thyself  in  the 
Lord,  and  say:  this  is  the  day  of  grace 
!  on  whieh  salvation  is  brought  nigh 
unto  my  soul.  Arise,  my  soul,  arise! 

I  Wake  up  from  the  dire  sleep  of  sin — - 
from  all  carnal  thoughts  and  earthly 
1  cares  and  anxieties ;  arise  from  all 
dead  works,  and  Christ  shall  give 
j  thee  light.  To-day,  is  a  day  of  re- 
!  freshing — a  day  of  joy  and  feasting— 
a  day  of  reconciliation,  nay,  the  day 
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of  grace,  on  which  I  am  to  make  my 
peace  with  God,  therefore,  arise! 
Wake  up,  0  my  soul!  Go  up  into  the 
presence  of  God!  Hosanna!  0  Lord 
help!  O  Lord,  grant  prosperity,  to 
the  glory  of  thy  holy  name,  and  to  the 
salvation  of  my  never-dying  soul— 
Amen. 

And  is  it  possible,  O  God,  that  Thou 
callest  such  a  poor  miserable  crea¬ 
ture  as  I  am? — one  w  ho  has  so  often 
dispised  thy  mercy — so  frequently 
excited  thy  displeasure — given  the 
world  and  its  sinful  lusts,  the  prefer¬ 
ence,  and  have  thereby  richly  merit¬ 
ed  thy  wrath  and  the  flames  of  hell. 
Thanks!  everlasting  thanks  be  unto 
Thee,  O  Father  in  heaven!  for  this 
unmerited  mercy  and  loving-kindness 
towards  me,  in  calling  me,  unworthy 
as  I  am,  to  participate  of  this  sacred 
feast.  In  dependence  upon  thy  call, 
I  will  draw  nigh  with  joy;— O  may 
thy  will  be  done;  render  me,  0  Lord^ 
by  thy  grace,  (through  which  I  am 
so  affectionately  invited  to  draw  nigh 
unto  Thee,  in  the  way  of  thine  own 
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appointment,)  acceptable  in  thy  sight, 
and  preserve  me  continually  in  thy 

love. 

O  Lord,  be  merciful  unto  me  a  poor 
sinner,  for  I  stand  in  much  need  of 
thy  mercy.  As  I  am  nothing  with¬ 
out  Thee,  so  I  am  unable  to  do  any 
thing  good  without  thine  aid,  for,  O 
my  Lord  and  my  God,  it  is  only 
through  thy  grace  strengthening  me, 
that  I  can  do  ail  things.  Inasmuch, 
then,  as  it  is  necessary,  on  this  day  of 
help,  that  I  enjoy  much  grace,  to  sin¬ 
cerely  repent — to  exercise  a  godly 
sorrow  for  my  sins,  and  to  receive 
this  soul-nourishing  and  refreshing 
sacrament,  at  thy  table,  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  true  devotion — fervent  love — 
and  a  living  and  saving  faith  in  thy 
blood,  O  be  pleased  to  perfect  thy  Al- 
might  power  in  my  weakness,  and 
work  in  me,  O  Lord,  both  to  will  and 
to  do,  according  to  thine  own  good 
pleasure,  for  Jesus  Christ  my  Sa¬ 
viour’s  sake — Amen. 
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Devotions  when  receiving  theLord% 

Supper. 

HYMN  5,9.  P.  M. —  Calvary. 

JJARK!  the  voice  of  love  and  mercy 
Sounds  aloud  from  Calvary; 

See!  it  rends  the  rocks  asunder, 

Shakes  the  earth,  and  veils  the  sky!* 

“  It  is  finish’d!” 

Hear  the  dying  Saviour  cry, 

2  It  is  finish’d!  O  what  pleasure 
Do  these  precious  words  afford! 

Heav’nly  blessings,  without  measure, 

Flow  to  us  from  Christ  the  Lord: 

It  is  finish’d! 

Saints,  the  dying  works  record. 

t  Finish’d,  all  the  types  and  shadows 
Of  the  ceremonial  law! 

Finish’d,  all  that  God  had  promis’d; 

Death  and  hell  no  more  shall  awe: 

It  is  finish’d! 

Saints,  from  hence  your  comforts  dra\yc 

4  Happy  souls,  approach  the  table, 

Taste  the  soul-reviving  food! 
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Nothing ’s  half  so  sweet  and  pleasant, 

As  the  Saviour’s  flesh  and  blood. 

It  is  finish’d! 

,  Christ  has  borne  our  heavy  load. 

5  Tune  your  harps  anew,  ye  seraphs, 

|  Join  to  sing  the  pleasing  themej 

All  on  earth,  and  all  in  heav’n, 

Join  to  praise  Immanuel’s  name? 
Hallelujah! 

Glory  to  the  bleeding  Lamb! 

1 

I  DEVOTIONS. 

“  He  that  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketli  my  blood:, 
i  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,”  says  the  Redeemer.— 
i  John  6.  56. 

^  v  .  .  . 

K|K?.:v'  r'  -  y’  *  f  JT  X  ~  *' 

O  great  God!  Gracious  and  mer¬ 
ciful  Father  in  Christ  Jesus!  Thou 
invitest  me  once  more  to  the  com- 
I  mun  ion  of  the  treasures  of  thy  grace, 
I  as  Thou  hast  prepared  the  table  be- 
!  fore  mine  eyes,  and  callest  me  to  par- 
;  ticipate  of  the  pledges  of  thy  love, 
and  the  seals  of  thy  covenant,  which 
j  Thou  hast  established  in  Christ  Jesus 
the  Son  of  thy  love. 

When  I,  however,  remember  that 
Thou  art  a  holy  God,  nay,  that  Thou 
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art  holiness  itself,  and  that  Thou  wilt 
be  sanctified  by  all  them,  who  would 
approach  unto  Thee;  but  that  I  am 
entirely  impure  and  polluted,  as  to 
soul  and  body,  in  my  whole  life  and 
actions,  I  am  cast  down  and  am 
afraid  to  appear  at  this  sacred  feast; 
for  I  know,  O  God,  that  no  one  can 
appear  acceptably  in  thy  presence; 
but  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,  cloth¬ 
ed  in  a  precious  wedding  garment; 
consisting  of  the  most  excellent  of 
heavenly  gifts  and  graces — penitence 
for  sin — true  knowledge  of  a  saving 
faith — fervent  love  towards  Thee  and 
my  neighbors — new  obedience — un¬ 
dissembled  holiness — love  and  zeal  in 
doing  all  manner  of  good  works,  1 
My  heart,  therefore,  sinks  under 
discouragement,  as  I  can  scarcely 
venture  to  approach  unto  Thee,  inas¬ 
much  as  I  am  poor  and  naked,  being 
hot  clothed  with  any  of  these  divine 
virtues.  For,  on  examining  myself, 
I  find  so  much  blindness  of  mind,  that 
I  am  so  often  lead  off  from  the  narrow 
way  of  holiness;  that  my  faith  is  so 
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Weak  and  wavering,  that  it  scarcely 
deserves  the  name — that  my  obedi- 
S  fence  is  so  imperfect,  that  I  more  fre- 
j  quently  oppose,  than  do  thy  holy  will 
— that  my  love  is  so  faint,  that  it  al- 
!  most  expires — that  my  repentance  is 
so  transient,  that  I  daily  fall  into  er¬ 
rors  and  sin.  How  often  am  S,  in  the 
midst  of  my  devotional  exercises 
»  without  zeal,  and  unfruitful  in  good 
works?  All  my  righteousness  and 
holiness  is  like  unto  a  filthy  garment; 
and  above  all,  my  heart  is  frequently 
so  hard  and  impenitent,  that  1  feel  no 
concern  about  those  things  which 
|  belong  to  my  peace;  and  my  desires 
«  after  Thee,  O  blessed  Jesus,  are  cold, 
although  Thou  art  my  only  Saviour 
and  Redeemer.  Alas!  alas!  how 
'  great  is  the  depravity  of  my  hard  and 
i  stony  heart? 

Now,  O  Lord  my  God,  shall  1  ap¬ 
proach?  Ah!  how  shall  1  stand  before 
Thee?  Shall  I  flee? — but  whither? 
O  Lord!  two  tilings  press  sorely  upon 
my  conscience;  on  the  one  hand,  my 
conscience  accuses  me  of  many  great 


426 


DEVOTIONS  AT 


and  grievous. sips — tliy  holy  law  thun¬ 
ders  the  sentence  of  condemnation  and 
death,  in  mine  ears — thy  justice  and 
holiness  fill  me  with  terror,  and  thy 
wrath  threatens  me  with  eternal  per¬ 
dition.  On  the  other  hand,  thy  grace 
affords  me  a  pleasing  hope — my  Sa¬ 
viour  exclaims:  come  unto  me  all  ye 
that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden  with 
sin,  and  I  will  give  you  rest;  and  these 
holy  signs  and  seals  before  me,  are 
pledges"  of  thy  grace  and  loving-kind¬ 
ness. 

O!  then  for  counsel!  Shall  I  re¬ 
main  at  a  distance,  because  I  am  a 
sinner?  Shall  I  refuse  to  approach  a 
throne  of  grace,  because  I  am  wretch¬ 
ed  and  heavy  laden?  Shall  I  not  go 
to  this  all-sufficient  fulness  of  thy 
grace,  because  I  am  so  indigent?  Ah, 
no!  I  have  come,  because  the  greatness 
of  my  misery  and  necessities  demand 
a  speedy  and  powerful  help  and  re¬ 
lief.  Thou  art  indeed  a  righteous 
judge  of  all  stiff-necked  sinners  who 
remain  out  of  Christ;  but  Thou  art 
also,  a  compassionate  Father,  to  all 
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such  as  are  in  Christ  Jesus — with 
Thee  there  is  mercy  and  forgiveness, 
not  only,  that  Thou  mayestbe  feared, 
but  that  we  may  also  put  our  trust  in 
Thee;  and  this  i  can  certainly  do,  for 
Thou  hast,  for  this,  purpose,  given 
thine  only  begotten  and  well  beloved 
Son  into  death,  to  reconcile  me  with 
thyself;  nay,  for  this  purpose,  O  bless¬ 
ed  Jesus,  didst  Thou  come  into  the 
world,  that  Thou  mightest  redeem 
me  from  all  iniquity,  and  make  me 
happy  in  heaven.  Now,  for  sealing 
unto  me  this  grace,  Thou  givest  me 
these  holy  signs  and  seals,  that  my 
faith  may  be  thereby  strengthened 
and  confirmed,  and  that  I  may  taste 
|  and  experience  the  loving-kindness 
and  tender  compassions  of  the  Lord 
|  towards  me,  a  sinner. 

|  I  will,,  therefore,  approach  unto 
Thee,  in  this  ordinance,  with  heart¬ 
felt  sorrow  and  penitence  for  sin;— I 
confess,  deplore  and  detest  my  sins 
and  short-comings  in  thy  sight;  and  I 
beseech  Thee  most  fervently,  O  God, 
to  break  my  hard  and  stony  heart  yet 
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more; — I  believe  and  place  all  my 
hope  and  confidence  in  thy  free  and 
unmerited  mercy  and  grace,  and  on 
the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  my  only 
Redeemer!  O  be  pleased  to  strength¬ 
en  my  faith; — I  would  come  with  a 
renewed  resolution,  to  amend  ray  life 
and  conduct ;  O  Lord,  enable  me  by 
thy  grace,  to  not  only  will,  but  also 
to  do,  according  to  thy  good  plea¬ 
sure. 

I  now  approach,  also,  O  blessed 
Saviour,  to  receive  according  to  thy 
command,  the  consecrated  bread  and 
wine,  to  the  preservation,  strengthen¬ 
ing  and  refreshment  of  my  spiritual 
life.  O  enable  me  to  feed  by  faith, 
on  thy  body,  which  was  crucified  for 
me,  and  refresh  me  by  thy  precious 
blood,  that  was  shed  for  the  forgive¬ 
ness  of  my  sins.  I 

Unto  Thee  would  I  commit  myself, 
as  to  soul,  body  and  spirit,  both  in® 
life  and  death,  O  ratify  and  confirm 
unto  me,  therefore,  thy  grace — estab¬ 
lish  me  in  a  joyful  hope — permit  me 
to  experience  peace  and  joy  in  my 
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ul — strengthen  me  by  thy  heavenly 
lamia,  whilst  I  have  to  combat  in  the 
wild  wilderness  of  this  life,  until  I,  at 
ength  arrive  on  the  imperishable 
hores  of  the  heavenly  Can  can,  in  the 
njoyment  of  the  rest  prepared  for 
hy  people.  Permit  me,  therefore, 
now  to  be  a  partici pater  with  thy 
people  here  at  thy  table,  in  this  king¬ 
dom  of  thy  grace,  so  that  I  may  also, 
in  due  time,  be  permitted  to  sit  down 
at  thy  table,  with  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  thy 
glory  in  heaven — Amen  and  Amen. 


Holy  ejaculations,  when  the  believ¬ 
ing  camm unicant  approaches  to 
the  Lord’s  Supper. 


f. 


IIYMN  GO.  P.  M. — Mendon. 


WAIN  delusive  world  adieu, 

■■  With  all  of  creature  good, 

Only  Jesus  I’ll  pursue, 

Who  bought  me  with  his  blood; 
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All  thy  pleasures  I’ll  forego, 

I’ll  trample  on  thy  wealth  and  pride; 
Only  Jesus  will  I  know, 

And  Jesus  crucified! 

2  Other  knowledge  I  disdain, 

Tis  all  but  vanity; 

Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God,  was  slain, 

He  tasted  death  for  me! 

Me  to  save  from  endless  wo, 

The  sin  atoning  victim  died; 

Only  Jesus  will  I  know, 

-  And  Jesus  crucified! 

3  Him  to  know  is  life  and  peace, 

And  pleasure  without  end, 

This  is  all  my  happiness, 

On  Jesus  to  depend; 

Daily  in  his  grace  to  grow, 

And  ever  in  his  love  abide; 

Only  Jesus  will  I  know, 

And  Jesus  crucified! 

4  0  that  I  could  all  invite, 

This  saving  truth  to  prove; 

Show  the  length,  and  breadth,  and  height, 
And  depth  of  Jesus’  love; 

Fain  I  would  to  sinners  show, 

This  blood  alone  by  faith  applied: 

Only  Jesus  will  I  know. 

And  Jesus  crucified! 
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HOLY  EJACULATIONS. 

u  Blessed  are  they  which  are  called  to  the  marriage 
supper  of  the  Lamb.” — Rev.  19.  9, 

1.  When  the  communicant  ap¬ 
proaches  the  table. 

Behold!  O  blessed  Saviour,  I  ap¬ 
proach  unto  thy  table,  where  my 
hungry  and  thirsty  soul  longs  and  de¬ 
sires  for  Thee.  Hear  I  am,  O  Jesus, 
that  my  soul  may  be  satisfied  with 
good.  O  be  pleased  to  nourish  and 
refresh  unto  life  eternal.  O  impart 
unto  me,  in  thine  infinite  and  ever¬ 
lasting  love,  the  merits  of  thy  crucifi¬ 
ed  body  and  shed  blood,  after  which 
my  soul  so  earnestly  hungers  and 
thirsts.  O  blessed  Jesus,  with  desire 
do  I  look  unto  Thee,  and  wait  with 
longing  of  soul,  upon  Thee,  for  the 
communications  of  thy  love. 

2.  When  the  communicant  sees 
the  bread  broken  and  the  wine  poured 

out. 


A 
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O  my  dear  Redeemer,  how  much 
didst  Thou  suffer — how  awfully  was 
thy  sacred  body  torn  and  mangled^ 
and  thy  precious  blood  shed!  This 
was  all  done,  not  only  for,  but  also 
through  my  great  and  grievous  sins; 
■ — they  pressed  too  heavyly  upon  thy 
soul,  which  caused  thy  sweat  to  fall 
like  great  drops  of  blood,  to  the 
ground*  My  sins  were  the  thorns, 
the  scourge,  the  nails,  the  spear,  by 
which  thy  precious  body  was  so  in¬ 
humanly  broken  and  mangled,  and 
thy  precious  Wood  was  made  to  flow. 
O  Lord  Jesus,  may  thy  crucified  body 
and  shed  blood,  be  applied  to  heal 
my  wounded  soul  from  all  manner  of 
sin. 

3.  When  the  communicant  receives 
the  consecrated  bread.  wl 

Now,  be  pleased  to  enable' me,  by 
faith,  to  receive  Thee,  O  blessed  Jesus, 
into  the  inmost  recesses  of  my  soul, 
so  that  Thou  maycst  be  as  intimately 
and  really  united  with  me,  by  thy 
Spirit,  as  the  bread  and  wine  are 
united  with  my  body. 
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O  blessed  and  holy  bread!  which 
epresents  the  Bread  of  Life;  I  re- 
eivc  Thee,  O  precious  Saviour!  who 
ast  not  only  given  unto  death,  for 
e,  but  art  also  given  with  all  thy 
saving  benefits,  by  faith,  to  me.  O 
Thou  true  Bread  of  heaven!  be  pleas¬ 
ed  to  strengthen  and  nourish  my  soul 
with  thy  crecified  body  unto  life  eter¬ 
nal,  so  that  my  soul  may  hunger  no 
more  forever. 

4.  When  the  communicant  receives 
the  consecrated  wine. 

O  soul-satisfying  refreshment ! 
which  represents  the  precious  blood 
which  flowed  from  the  side  of  my 
dear  Redeemer,  to  heal  all  the 
wounds  of  my  soul,  and  to  cancel  all 
my  sins  and  transgressions.  O  Lord 
Jesus,  may  this  blood  purify  and 
cleanse  my  sinful  heart,  that  I  may 
thereby  enjoy  peace  and  rest  for  my 
soul,  so  that  it  may  never  thirst. 

5.  Ejaculations  after  receiving  the 

sacrament. 

O  my  dear,  once  crucified,  but  now 


434 


HOLY  EJACULATIONS  AT 


m, 


glorified  Redeemer,  I  *  have  now  re¬ 
ceived  Thee,  anew  in  my  soul,  that  I 
may  be  united  with  Thee,  as  the 
branch  is  unto  the  vine,  and  as  the 
bread  and  wine  are  united  with  my 
body.  Now  it  is,  as  Thou  knowest, 
my  heart’s  sincere  desire,  that  thy 
crucified  body,  and  thy  precious 
blood,  which  was  shed  for  my  sins, 
may  be  as  really  treasured  up  in  my 
soul,  by  the  influence  and  communion 
of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  as  I  have  just  re¬ 
ceived  this  broken  bread  and  poured 
wine  into  my  body.  O  Jesus!  1  would 
receive  Thee,  with  all  thy  gifts  and 
benefits;  dwell  in  future  Within  my 
heart,  so  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  say, 
with  the  full  assurance  of  faith:  my 
beloved  is  mine  .and  I  am  his;  I  am 
crucified  with  Thee;  I  live,  yet  not  I, 
but  Jesus  lives  in  me;  Thou  hast  loved - 
me  and  given  thyself  into  the  death, 
for  me. '  4jj 


the  loud’s  Supper. 


Devotional  exercises  after 

Lor(Ts  Supper. 

HYMN  61.  S.  M. — Silver-Street. 

rf'fc  bless  the  Lord,  my  soul! 

Let  all  within  me  join: 

And  aid  my  tongue  to  bless  his  name, 
Whose  favors  are  divine. 

2  O  bless  the  Lord,  my  soul! 

Nor  let  his  mercies  lie, 

Forgotten  in  unthankfulness, 

And  without  praises  die. 

3  ’Tis  he  forgives  thy  sins; 

Tis  he  relieves  thy  pain; 

’Tis  he  that  heals  thy  sicknesses, 

And  makes  thee  young  again. 

4  He  crowns  thy  life  with  love, 
When  ransom’d  from  the  grave; 

He,  that  redeem’d  my  soul  from  hell, 
Hath  sov’reign  pow’r  to  save. 

,  5  He  fills  the  poor  with  good, 

1  He  gives  the  suff ’rers  rest; 
he  Lord  hath  judgments  for  the  proud, 
And  justice  for  th’  opprest. 

6  His  wond’rous  works  and  ways 
He  made  by  Moses  known; 

But  sent  the  world  his  truth  and  grace, 
By  his  beloved  Son. 
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THANKSGIVING. 

“My  beloved  is  mine  and  1  am  his,”  says  the  bride 
to  Jesus  Christ. — Cant.  2.  16.  “Bless  the  Lord,  0 

k  7 

my  soul;  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy 
name.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits:  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities;  who 
healeth  all  thy  diseases;  who  redeemeth  thy  life  from 
destruction;  who  crowneth  thee  with  loving-kindness 
and  tender  mercy.” — Ps.  103.  1 — 4.  W 

O  my  God — my  Father — my  Sar 
viour — my  Helper,  and  the  Author  of 
all  my  comfort!  In  what  exalted 
strains  of  gratitude,  shall  I  praise, 
laud,  magnify  and  adore  Thee,  for  all 
the  manifestations  of  thy  wondrous 
grace  towards  me,  a  poor  unworthy 
sinner,  from  time  to  time,  but  more 
especially,  on  the  present  day  and 
occasion?  It  was  not  enough  for  Thee 
to  create  me  originally,  after  thy  glo¬ 
rious  image,  when  I  was  broughtpnto 
existence,  but  Thou  hast  also  created 
me  anew  in  Christ  Jesus,  by  thy 
Spirit,  after  I  had  appostatized  from 
Thee,  and  lost  thine  image.  m 
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It  was  not,  enough  for  Thee,  0  Lord! 
to  provide  for  and  protect  me  as  to 
my  body,  from  evil  and  danger,  but 


Thou  hast  also  blessed  me,  as  to  my 
soul,  with  spiritual  benefits,  and  pro¬ 
vided  for  me  a  better,  nay,  an  eternal 
life  beyond  the  grave.  Of  this,  Thou 

I  hast  given  me  this  day,  the  most  sol¬ 
emn  pledges  at  thy  table.  I  may  now, 
therefore,  exclaim,  in  thine  own  lan¬ 
guage:  “It  is  finished!”’  My  covenant 
is  renewed — ratified  and  confirmed 
liwith  Thee. 

■|  O  blessed!  thrice  blessed  be  thy 
holy  name,  O  Jesus!  my  Saviour,  that 
it  has  pleased  Thee,  to  condescend  to 
come  in  unto  me,  and  sup  with  me  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  promise.  How  could 
I,  as  a  sinful  creature,  anticipate  such 
distinguished  blessings?  Is  it  possi¬ 
ble,  that  Thou  wilt  hold  communion 
with  such  a  sinner  as  I  am,  nay,  even 
1  permit  me  to  feed  by  faith,  on  thy 
sacred  body  and  blood?  Well  may  I 
be  astonished  at  thy  great  condescen¬ 
sion  and  incomprehensible  love  to¬ 
wards  me.  O  Lord,  grant  that  I  may 
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ever  remember  this,  and  evince  most! 
fervent  gratitude  towards  Thee.  As 
Thou  hast  come  in  unto  me,  O  Thou 
Blessed  of  the  Lord!  be  ever  zealous 
for  thine  house,  and  the  place  where 
Thou  dwellest.  Permit  no  unclean 
guest  of  impure  thoughts  or  desires  to 
intrude  into  this  temple  of  thine.  But 
O  Lord,  ever  preserve  me  from  pol¬ 
luting  the  holy  garment,  with  which 
Thou  hast  clothed  me,  or  from  violat¬ 
ing  the  covenant,  which  Thou  ratified 
and  sealed,  or  the  vows  which  I  have 
made  unto  Thee,  so  that  I  may  not 
forfeit  my  birth-right  to  a  mansion  in 
my  Father’s  house  in  heaven. 

May  I  be  continually  willing  and 
ready  for  every  good  w  ord  and  work, 
so  that  my  life  may  ever  be  conformed 
unto  thy  sufferings  and  death,  and 
that  I  may  abound  more  and  more  in 
thy  love  and  favor,  and  be  found  in 
the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  clothed 
with  the  wedding  garment,  having  on 
my  body  and  soul,  the  seal  of  Jesus 
my  Saviour,  and  receive  the  soul- 
thrilling  welcome:  come  ye  blessed 


THE  LORD’S  SUPPER. 


439 


of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you,  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world ;  and  thus  may  I  be  for¬ 
ever  with  the  Lord! — Amen,  Lord 
Jesus,  Amen. 


i Prayer  of  one,  who  has  just  been  at 
|  the  Lord's  table,  hut  who  has  en¬ 
joyed  little  or  no  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  in  par - 
s  ticipating  of  this  sacred  or  din- 
i  a  nee. 

f,  j  1  '  .  ... 


H  YIN  62.  C.  M. — Jhirstal. 

for  a  closer  walk  with  God, 

A  calm  and  heavenly  frame; 
A  light  to  shine  upon  the  road, 
That  leads  me  to  the  Lamb? 


2  Where  is  the  blessedness  !  knew 

*  ,  - 

When  iirsM  saw  the  Lord? 
Where  is  the  soul-refreshing  view 
Of  Jesus,  and  his  weird? 

j 

3  What  peaceful  hours  I  once  enjoy’d! 

Howr  sweet  their  memory  still! 
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But  they  have  left  an  aching  void 
The  world  can  never  fill. 

4  Return,  O  Holy  Hove,  return, 

Sweet  messenger  of  rest! 

I  hate  the  sins  that  made  Thee  mourn. 
And  drove  Thee  from  my  breast 

■5  The  dearest  idol  I  have  known, 
Whate’re  that  idol  be, 

Help  me  to  tear  it  from  thy  throne, 
And  worship  only  Thee. 

6  So  shall  my  walk  be  close  with  God, 
Calm  and  serene  my  frame; 

So  purer  light  shall  mark  the  road 
That  leads  me  to  the  Lamb. 


PRAYER. 


“1  sought  him  whom  my  soul  loved,  but  1  fouj 
him  not;  I  called  unto  him,  but  he  answered  me  not.’’ 
Cant.  8.  1.  and  5.  8. 


Gracious  and  merciful  God  ai 
Father!  I,  as  a  poor  and  unworth: 
sinner,  appeared  at  thy  holy  iajblj 
in  compliance  with  thine  invitatio; 
and  command,  and  have  received  th< 
holy  signs  and  seals,  with  which  Thoi 
art  wont  to  ratify  and  confirm  not 
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jffl  f  i  _ 

all  who  appear,  as  worthy  guests  at 
thy  table-,  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins, 
and  sweet  and.  endared  communion 
;  with  Thee  and  thy  Son  Jesus,  as  the 
Bride-groom  and  Redeemer  of  their 
souls;  and  have  noticed  how  others  of 
my  dear  brethren  in  the  Lord,  re¬ 
joiced  in  spirit,  and  returned  Thee 
their  fervent  thanksgivings,  for  the 
blessings  Thou  didst  bestow  upon 
them;  but  I,  alas!  wretched  sinner 
that  I  am,  felt  distressed  and  bowed 
with  much  anxiety.  Alas!  my  heart 
is  insensible,  nay,  almost  dead,  and 
can  scarcely  raise  its  desires  any 
more  to  Thee;  my  faith  and  hope  are 
so  weak,  that  I  almost  faint  by  the 
Way,  and  although  my  soul  should 
have  been  strengthened  and  confirmed 
at  thy  table;  yet  instead  of  this,  I  am 
more  terrified  and  cast  down  than  be- 

Ifore, 

O  Lord  my  God!  how  miserable  do 
I  feel?  And  wilt  Thou  hide  the  light 
of  thy  countenance  any  longer  from 
me,  and  permit  me  to  sit  in  the  shades 
of  darkness.  Wilt  Thou  any  longer 
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withhold  comfort  from  my  poor  com¬ 
fortless  soul?  Shall  I  continue  to 
hunger  and  thirst,  and  wilt  Thou  not 
nourish  and  refresh  me?  Shall  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  seek  Thee,  sorrowing,  and 
shall  I  not  find  grace  in  thy  sight? 
Shall  I  continually  sigh  and  cry  unto 
Thee,  and  wilt  thou  not  wipe  away 
the  tears  from  mine  eyes?  Or  hast 
Thou  forgotten  to  be  gracious,  and 
turned  thy  compassion  into  wrath? 
Alas!  what  am  I  to  think  of  this?  The 
reason  why  I  was  not  comforted  to 
day,  must  be  found  in  mine  own  soul; 
it  must  be  because  of  some  secret  poi¬ 
son,  which  lurks  in  mine  heart,  which 
has  thus  impeded  my  growth  in  grace, 
and  has  so  oppressed  my  soul;  there 
must  be  some  accursed  Achan  in  the 
citidal  of  mine  heart,  which  causes 
me  to  fear  and  lie c  before  mine  ene¬ 
mies;  my  preparation  for  this  sacred 
transaction,  has  either  been  too  im¬ 
perfect,  or  my  heart  and  soul  have 
been  surrounded  with  too  many  im¬ 
perfections  and  blemishes  to  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  in  thy  sight,  ©  Lord  mys 
strength  and  my  Redeemer. 
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I  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  thy  righte¬ 
ousness — I  am  well  convinced  that 
Thou  wouldst  not  have  permitted  me 

!o  lack  any  good  thing,  if  my  sins  had 
lot  induced  and  compelled  Thee  to 
lo  it.  I  did  not  appear  before  Thee, 
and  at  thy  table  in  a  suitable  manner, 
and  hence  Thou  withholdedst  the 
blessing  and  comfort,  which  Thou  art 
want  to  bestow,  in  this  feast  of  love 
divine. 

But,  O  gracious  God!  I  will  not  de¬ 
spair,  but  resolve  on  seeking  Thee, 
with  more  purpose  of  heart,  for  Thou 
art  wont  to  hide  the  light  of  thy 
countenance  from  thy  children,  and 
to  deprive  them  of  the  joy  of  thy  life- 
giving  favor,  for  a  season,  in  order 
that  they  may,  thereby,  be  lead  to 
seek  thy  face,  with  more  fervent  cries 
and  tears,  and  when  they  have  at 
length  found  favor  in  thy  sight,  to 
lead  them  to  appreciate  it  more  high¬ 
ly,  and  to  preserve  this  precious 
pledge  of  thy  love,  as  the  apple  of  their 
eye. 

t  would,  therefore,  prostrate  my- 
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self  before  thy  throne,  O  Lord,  and 
beseech  Thee,  most  earnestly,  to  come 
to  mine  aid,  with  the  comforts  of  thy 
good  Spirit.  Strengthen  my  weak 
faith,  which  is  as  small  as  a  grain  of 
mustard-seed,  and  make  it  a  fruit  fid 
tree  of  righteousness.  Confirm  my 
sinking  hope,  and  cause  it  to  take 
deep  root  in  thy  promises.  And,  O 
God,  sanctify  my  heart — renew  it  by 
thy  power,  and  give  it  life  through 
the  influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit — 
purify  it  by  the  blood  of  the  everlast¬ 
ing  covenant-break  it  more  and 
more  in  pieces  with  the  hammer  of 
thy  word — melt  it  more  thoroughly 
by  the  influences  of  thy  Spirit,  and 
ever  guide  it  according  to  thy  Holy 
will. 

Comfort,  O  Lord,  my  agonized  soul 
and  permit  me  soon  to  experience  the 
loving  efficacy  of  this  bread,  which 
cometh  down  from  heaven;  and  should 
it  not  please  Thee  to  satisfy  my  soul 
with  that  fulness  which  maketh  the 
soul  drunk  with  love  and  joy  in  others, 
0  be  pleased  to  impart,  at  least,  such 
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communications  of  thy  favor,  as  will 
keep  my  anxious  soul  from  fainting 
within  me.  If  I  am  not  permitted  to 
partake  abundantly  of  the  bread  of 
thy  children,  O  be  pleased  to  grant 
that  I  may  receive  the  crumbs  of  thy 
grace,  which  fall  from  thy  table, 
among  the  dogs.  I  will,  moreover, 
0  Lord,  not  despair,  nor  suffer  my 
soul  to  be  entirely  cast  down  within 
me.  Thy  w  ord  says:  seek  ye  my  face; 

| therefore, thy  face,  O  Lord,  will  I  seek, 
jand  will  continue  to  cry,  until  Thou 
icondescendest  to  bless  me. 

!  Nay,  it  is  already  a  blessing,  that  I 
jam  not  permitted,  in  the  agony  of  my 
soul,  entirely  to  despair,  but  am  still 
so  anxiously  desirous  to  obtain  grace 
in  thy  sight.  Well  may  I  exclaim, 
jwith  the  mother  of  Sampson:  If  the 
jLord  desired  to  slay  me,  he  would 
not  have  done  this.  Why  then,  O  my 
soul,  art  Thou  so  cast  down,  or  why 
so  disquieted  within  me?  Hope  thou 
in  God,  for  thou  shalt  yet  praise  him, 
who  is  the  light  of  thy  countenance, 
and  thy  God.  He  will  not  break  the 
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bruised  reed,  nor  quench  the  smok-s 
ing  flax,  but  by  his  own  Almighty 
arm,  carry  on  the  work  of  his  grace, 
and  make  his  strength  perfect  in  thy 
weakness. 

O  Lord!  I  am  poor  and  needy,  there¬ 
fore,  remember  me  in  mercy,  and 
strengthen  and  comfort  me  in  my 
misery.  I  will  wait  upon  Thee,  the 
God  of  my  salvation!  O  comfort  me 
with  thy  Spirit,  lead  me  by  thy  coun¬ 
sel,  and  receive  me  at  last  into  glory, 
where  sighing  and  sorrow,  shall  for¬ 
ever  flee  away,  and  where  Thou  shalt 
wash  away  all  tears  from  mine  eyes, 
and  grant  me  a  fulness  of  joy  in  thy 
presence,  and  pleasures  forevermore 
at  thy  right-hand.  O  Lord  God  Al¬ 
mighty,  most  gracious  and  merciful, 
hear  these  my  humble  petitions  and 
supplications,  for  Jesus’  sake.-- Amen*! 
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CONTAIN  ING 

Instructions,  Hymns  and  Prayers, 

NOT  ONLY  FOR  THE  SICK  AND  DYING, 

BUT  ALSO, 

APPLICABLE  TO  ALL  OTHER  OCCASIONS. 


•  ' ;  •  a.  *  ^ 

Instructions  and  advice  how  to  ad- 
I  dress  sick  persons. 

1 

.  HYMN  63.  8,4—8,  8,  4,  P.  M. —  Welch  Melody  i 

HjjpHERE’S  a  friend  above  all  others, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

His  is  love  beyond  a  brother’s, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

Earthly  friends  may  fail  and  leave  us, 

TThis  day  kind,  the  next  bereave  us, 

But  this  friend  will  ne’er  deceive  us. 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

2  Blessed  Jesus!  would’st  thou  know  him, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 
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Give  thyself  e’en  this  day  to  him, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

Is  it  sin  that  pains  and  grieves  thee. 
Unbelief  and  trials  tease  thee? 

Jesus  can  from  all  release  thee, 

Oh,  how  lie  loves! 

3  Love  this  friend  who  longs  to  save  thee 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

Dost  thou  love?  He  will  not  leave  thee 
Oh,  how  he  loves! 

Think  no  more  then  of  to-morrow, 
Take  his  easy  yoke  and  follow, 

Jesus  carries  all  thy  sorrows, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

4  All  my  sins  shall  be  forgiven^ 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

Backward  all  thy  foes  be  driven, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

Best  of  blessings  he’ll  provide  thee, 
Nought  but  good  shall  e’er  betide  thee, 
Safe  to  glory  he  will  guide  thee, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

5  Paiise,  my  soul!  adore  and  wonder, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

Nought  can  cleave  this  love  asunder. 

Oh,  how  lie  loves! 

Neither  trial,  nor  temptation, 

Doubt,  nor  fear,  nor  tribulation. 

Can  bereave  us  of  salvation,- 
Oh,  how  he  loves! 
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'*>  Let  us  still  this  love  be  viewing. 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

And  though  faint  keep  on  pursuing, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 

He  will  strengthen  each  endeavor, 

And  when  pass’d  o’er  Jordan’s  riven. 

This  shall  be  our  song  forever, 

Oh,  how  he  loves! 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

“  And  we  desire  that  every  one  of  you,  do  shew  th& 
same  diligence,  to  the  full  assurance  of  hope  unto  the 
end ;  that  ye  be  not  slothful,  but  followers  of  them, 
who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises.” 
— Heb.  6.11,  12. 

It  is  well  known,  that  many  divines 
in  England,  Holland,  France  and 
other  countries,  have  rendered  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  world, 
most  important  services,  by  writing 
and  publishing  various  books  on  the 
subject  of  comforting  the  sick,  in  all 
manner  of  circumstances,  so  that  to 
the  superficial  observer,  it  migh  ap¬ 
pear  altogether  unnecessary  to  add 
any  more  to  what  has  already  been 
published  on  this  subject;  but  in  rela- 
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lion  to  this,  we  may  safely  say,  that 
loo  mu eli  correct  information  cannot 
be  disseminated  on  a  subject  of  which 
we  can  never  learn  enough.  In  or¬ 
der  that  I  may  render  this  work  what 
it  prfosses  to  be,  in  the  title  page: 
“A  Christian’s  Companion,”  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  submit  a  few*  thoughts 
on  the  subject  of  addressing  the  sick 
and  afflicted;  not,  however,  with  a 
view  of  confining  any  of  the  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  or  any  of  God’s  dear  s 
people  to  this,  or  any  other  mode  of 
visiting  and  addressing  the  sick,  but 
only  to  represent  to  all,  who  may  I 
read  this  publication,  the  means  which 
have  been  adopted,  and  proved  suc¬ 
cessful,  in  the  hands  of  many  of  the 
servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in 
administering  comfort,  and  imparting  ! 
aid  to  many  of  the  sick  and  afflicted 
sons  and  daughters  of  Adam.  j 

St  is  beyond  all  doubt,  one  of  the 
most  solemn  and  important  duties,  in- 1 
cumbent  on  a  pastor  of  the  flock  of 
Christ,  to  know  well,  how  to  visit  the 
sick  and  afflicted,  in  the  most  suitable  : 
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and  profitable  manner,  so  as  to  ad¬ 
minister  seasonable  instruction — effi¬ 
cacious  consolation,  and  to  prepare 
such  for  a  happy  exit  from  time  to 
eternity.  To  be  able  to  do  this,  it  is 
highly  necessary  to  make  due  prepa¬ 
ration  for  this  arduous  task.  The 
first  thing  then,  that  is  here  necessary, 
according  to  my  opinion  is,  that  the 
minister  of  the  gospel  or  pious  friend, 
who  visits  the  sick,  should  not  only 
address  many  appropriate  and  com¬ 
forting  passages  of  sacred  scripture, 
in  succession  unto  the  sick ;  but  that 
he  follow  carefully,  the  example  of 
an  able  and  experienced  physician, 
who  when  he  visits  the  sick,  especi¬ 
ally  if  he  yet  enjoys  the  use  of  his 
reason,  and  can  speak,  first  enquires 
of  him,  where  his  complaint  lies — 
where  he  experiences  most  pain,  and 
then  prescribes  the  means  and  medi¬ 
cines  for  him;  accordingly,  first  en¬ 
quire  into  the  state  and  frame  of  his 
mind,  and  learn  how  he  is  disposed 
to  receive  this  visitation  from  the 
hand  of  God,  and  then  take  occasion, 
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according  to  the  answers  he  may  give, 
to  regulate  his  addresses,  admonitions 

and  consolations  unto  him. 

' 

Something  of  the  following  nature, 
may  not  be  unsuitable:  # 

Dear  brother  (or  sister)  inasmuch 
as  I  learned  that  you  were  attacked 
with  sickness  and  affliction,  I  consid¬ 
ered  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  to 
pay  you  a  visit,  not  only  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  sympathizing  with  you,  but 
also,  to  enjoy  some  conversation  with 
you,  and  if  possible  to  encourage  and  i 
comfort  you  in  the  Lord. 

If  nature  teaches  us  to  sympathize  ; 
with  you,  in  your  sickness,  faith 
teaches  us  no  less,  to  rejoice  with 
you,  in  the  prospect  that  your  per¬ 
petual  happiness  is  nowdrawing  nigh; 
take,  therefore,  for  granted: 

!•  That  the  time  has  now  arrived, 
that  God  Almighty  requires  you  to. 

rehearse  unto  him,  all  what  you  have 
learned  during  your  past  life  of 
Christianity;  and  that  this  visitation 
is  intended  as  a  school  of  virtue,  to 

>  '*  '  M'  S  ■'  f  b  ,  ■  s 
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exercise  yon,  in  bringing  forth  the 
fruits  of  a  true  and  tiring  faith. 

You  know,  that  the  true  child  of 
God,  is  in  duty  bound  to  serve  God 
all  the  days  of  his  life;  but  when  such 
an  one  is  visited  with  a  painful  dis- 
'  ease,  he  would  appear  to  be  incapa¬ 
ble  to  serve  God,  but  no!  For  your 
i  encouragement,  remember,  that  by 
patient  suffering,  pious  conversations 
and  sighs,  and  a  holy  example,  you 
I  may  effectually  honor  and  serve  your 
God  in  sickness,  whilst  at  the  same 
j  time,  your  friends  and  acquaintances 
will  be  much  edified;  for  this  purpose, 

|  therefore,  attend  to  the  following  re¬ 
presentations  and  counsels: 

You  have  learned  by  Christianity, 
that  all  temporal  afflictions  and  suf¬ 
ferings,  and  consequently  sickness, 
do  by  no  -means  come  by  chance,  but 
j  from  the  paternal  hand  of  God.  From 
that  God  who  is  just  in  all  his  works; 
but  who  is  also  true  and  faithful,  and 
will  not  suffer  us  to  be  tempted  above 
measure,  but  regulates  all  trials  and 
temptations,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  bear 
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up  under  them.  It  is  he  who  wounds 
and  casts  down  with  sickness,  by¬ 
way  of  chastisement,  not  only  impen¬ 
itent  and  ungodly  sinners,  but  also, 
his  dearest  and  most  beloved  chil¬ 
dren. 

2.  Believe,  therefore,  most  firmly, 
that  God,  in  visiting  you,  at  present, 
with  suffering,  does  not  do  it  because 
he  is  your  enemy,  or  seeks  thereby 
to  destroy  you,  but  rather  that  he  may 
draw  you,  as  his  beloved  child  to  him¬ 
self;  remember  that  whom  God  loves, 
he  loves  unto  the  end,' and  out  of  pure 
and  infinite  lov  e  to  us,  gave  his  only 
begotten  and  well  beloved  Son,  to  re¬ 
deem  us,  and  sends  his  Holy  Spirit 
into  our  hearts,  to  sanctify  and  com¬ 
fort  us,  and  that  out  of  this  same  love 
towards  us,  he  sends  sickness  to  try 
us,  and  to  humble  us  under  his  Al¬ 
mighty  hand,  and  to  thus  prepare  us, 
for  eternal  life  with  him  in  glory. 

Our  heavenly  Father  employs  va¬ 
rious  means,  to  advance  us  towards  a 
blessed  immortality;  at  one  time,  he 
uses  the  rod  lightly,  and  does  us  much 
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good  from  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
as  to  son!  and  body,  in  order  to  gain 
our  hearts  and  affections  to  himself, 
and  that  he  grants  us  also  his  soul- 
inspiring  word,  to  make  us  wise  unto 
salvation;  but  at  other  times  he  uses 
'  the  rod  with  severity,  and  lays  hold 
of  our  bodies  and  souls,  by  various 
crosses  and  distressing  sicknesses, 
that  he  may,  thereby,  chastise  us  so 
that  we  may  not  be  condemned  with 
j  an  ungodly  world.  That  he  changes 
the  unending  sufferings  of  hell,  which 
his  children  have  deserved  by  their  ' 
sins,  as  well  as  the  ungodly,  into  a 
!  temporal  affliction;  and  that  this  what 
I  God  is  now  doing  unto  you,  and  that 
'  he  may  remind  you  of  his  displeasure 
;  against  sin,  he  has  sent  this  attack  of 
:  illness  upon  you,  which,  although  it 
I  should  grow  ever  so  severe,  would 
only  be  like  a  falling  dew  compared 
to  a  tremendous  storm. 

3.  God  takes  occasion  by  means  of 
this  visitation,  to  remind  you  of  your 
remaining  sins  .  and  impurities — that 
you  are  not  better  than  others — that 
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you  may  thereby  be  led  to  humble 
yourself,  under  the  Almighty  hand  of 
God. 

Acknowledge  then  your  sins  and 
miseries,  and  remember  how  often 
you  have  violated  and  transgressed 
the  will  and  commandments  of  God. 
And  as  you  will  find  and  incalculable 
number  of  sins  and  iniquities,  in  the 
register  of  your  heart,  prostrate  your¬ 
self  as  a  poor,  unworthy,  guilty  and 
hell  deserving  sinner,  before  the. 
throne  of  God,  and  confess  before  him 
with  heartfelt  penitence,  all  your 
sins,  and  see  well  to  it,  that  you  feel; 
much  more  concerned  about  your 
sins  than  about  your  sickness-;  ac- 1 
knowledge  before  God  with  a  broken 
heart  and  contrite  spirit,  that  you 
have  not  only  merited  this  chastise¬ 
ment,  but  everlasting  death  and  mis¬ 
ery;  and  call  upon  God  most  fervent¬ 
ly,  to  forgive  you  all  your  transgres¬ 
sions,  for  the  alone  sake  of  the  bitter- 
sufferings  and  bloody  death  of  Jesus 
Christ;  lay  hold  on  him  by  faith,  and 
sigh  unto  him  in  the  following,  or  a 
similar  manner. 
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Prayer  of  a  sick  person  for  the  for- 

givness  of  sins . 

HYMN  64.  L.  M.  —  Windham. 

^HOW  pity,  Lord,  0  Lord,  forgive, 

Let  a  repenting  rebel  live; 

Are  not  thy  mercies  large  and  free? 

May  not  a  sinner  trust  in  Thee? 

2  My  crimes  are  great,  but  don’t  surpass 
The  power  and  glory  of  thy  grace; 

Great  God,  thy  nature  hath  no  bounds, 

So  let  thy  pardoning  love  be  found. 

3  Oh,  wash  my  soul  from  every  sin, 

And  make  my  guilty  conscience  clean; 

Here  on  my  heart  the  burden  lies, 

And  past  offences  pain  my  eyes. 

4  My  lips  with  shame  my  sins  confess, 

Against  thy  law,  against  thy  grace; 

Lord,  should  thy  judgments  grow  severe, 

I  am  condem’d,  but  Thou  art  clear, 

5  Should  sudden  vengeance  seize  my  breath, 

I  must  pronounce  Thee  just  in  death; 

And  if  my  soul  were  sent  to  hell, 

Thy  righteous  law  approves  it  well. 


i 


PRAYER  WHEN 


455 

6  Yet  save  a  trembling  sinner,  Lord, 

Whose  hope,  still  hovering  round  thy  word, 
Would  light  on  some  sweet  promise  there 
Some  sure  support  against  despair.  v  \ 

PRAYER,  .  : 

"v  «■:■*  ' ;*v<C$  •  r  -V'  *'  'vV  y[ 

s;  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  j 
that  Thou  in  faithfulness  hast  afflicted  mew — Ps.  119/ 
75.  | 

O  holy  and  gracious  God  and  Fa¬ 
ther!  I,  as  a  poor  broken-hearted 
sinner,  come  before  Thee  and  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  this  sickness  has  not 
come  by  chance,  but  in  thy  holy  and 
all-wise  Providence.  Ah!  Lord!  II 
know  that  thy  hand  lays  heavy  on 
me,  because  of  my  sins,  but  I  know 
also  that  in  the  midst  of  deserved 
wrath,  Thou  remberest  mercy. 

While  I  take  a  retrospective  view, 
and  recollect  how  many  thousand 
times  I  have  transgressed  thy  holy: 
law,  and  have  thereby  excited  thy 
just  displeasure,  and  have  deserved 
thy  wrath,  both  in  time  and  for  eter¬ 
nity;  I  humbly  confess  that  this  afllie* 
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tion  is  nothing  compared  to  what  I 
merited  at  thy  hand.  Thou  mightest 
in  justice,  have  cut  me  off  so  suddenly 
as  to  prevent  me  from  enjoying  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  call,  even  once,  upon 
Thee,  for  mercy  and  forgivness.  But 
Thou  hast  graciously  preserved  me, 
and  exercises!  even  now,  the  most 
fatherly  regard  towards  me,  in  visit¬ 
ing  me  as  thy  dear  child,  and  hast 
sent  this  sickness,  to  lead  me  to  un¬ 
feigned  repentance  and  amendment 
of  life;  for  thy  word  assures  me,  that 
the  child  that  Thou  lovest,  Thou 
chastenest,  and  that  Thou  eorrectest 
every  son  that  Thou  receivest. 

O  how  merciful  art  Thou  unto  me, 
O  indulgeant  Father  in  heaven!  Be¬ 
fore  this  I  was  much  diseased,  as  to 
my  soul,  without  a  knowledge  of  the 
dreadful  malady,  hut  now  by  means 
of  this  visitation,  lam  led  to  a  knowl¬ 
edge  of  my  sins  and  imperfections,  to 
know  how  awfully  I  have  been 
wounded.  .  O  Father  of  mercies,  in 
tender  compassion,  and  for  Jesus’ 
sake,  turn  away  thine  eyes  from  my 
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sins,  and  reward  me  not  according 
to  my  deserts.  Lord!  thy  favor  is 
better  than  life,  and  with  Thee  we 
find  mercy;  Thou  hast  not  only  placed 
thy  mercy  above  all  thy  works,  and 
above  all  my  manifold  and  grievous 
sins,  but  above  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world,  which  are  infinite.  ..^d 

Therefore,  wash  me,  O  blessed  Je¬ 
sus,  with  thy  blood,  and  purify  me 
from  all  my  impurities,  which  bear  i 
with  such  oppressive  weight  upon  my 
conscience.  And  as  Thou  didst  die 
for  me,  nay,  didst  endure  inexpressh 
ble  anguish  for  my  sake,  when  I  was 
yet  thine  enemy,  O  be  pleased  now 
to  be  my  sympathizing  Intercessor 
with  thy  Father  in  heaven,  after  that 
Thou  hast  now  reconciled  me  unto 
thyself— cheer  me  with  the  light  of 
thy  countenance,  as  Thou  didst  Mary 
Magdalene — a  deeply  fallen  Peter, 
and  even  a  penitent  thief  on  the  cross;  \ 
although  there  may  be  nothing  in  me  * 
which  is  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  God,  ) 
yet,  he  takes  pleasure  in  those,  who 
approach  and  call  upon  him,  in  thine 
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all-prevailing  name,  for  forgivness  of 
sins — life  and  salvation. 

O  Lord  of  my  life!  my  times  are  in 
thy  hands;  if  it,  therefore,  be  consist¬ 
ent  with  thy  holy  will,  rebuke  this 
disease  and  cause  it  to  vanish;  speak 
but  a  word,  and  thy  servant  (or  hand¬ 
maid)  shall  be  restored  to  health  and 
strength,  and  my  soul  shall  yet  praise 
Thee  in  the  land  of  the  living;  but  if 
Thou  hast  appointed  this  illness  as  a 
messenger  to  announce  to  me  my  de¬ 
parture  from  time  to  eternity,  thy 
will,  O  God,  be  done. 

Behold!  O  Father  and  Redeemer, 
here  am  I!  grant  me  sincere  repent¬ 
ance  and  true  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
thy  Son,  that  I  may  fall  sweetly 
asleep  in  Jesus,  and  that  my  last  sigh 
maybe;  Lord  Jesus,  into  thy  hands  I 
commit  my  spirit — Amen. 

4.  In  the  next  place  are  you  appre¬ 
hensive  that  this  sickness  is  a  fore¬ 
runner  of  death,  then  remember  what 
a  mercy  God  is  bestowing  upon  you, 
in  thus  sending  you  this 'messenger  to 
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rouse  you  to  set  your  house  in  order, 
by  weaning  your  affections  and  de¬ 
sires  from  the  world,  and  to  enable 
you  to  overcome  your  natural  aver¬ 
sion  to  pass  over  the  swelling  of  the 
Jordan  of  death. 

And  behold!  what  a  suitable  and 
seasonable  means  this  affliction  is,  to 
enable  you  to  make  a  Christian  pre¬ 
paration  for  death;  O  resign,  there¬ 
fore,  to  the  will  of  God,  your  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  and  address  him  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner. 


Prayer  for  entire  submission  to  the 
will  of  God  in  sickness.  I 

HYMN  65,  C.  M. — >; Resignation ,  V 

WOT  from  the  dust  afflictions  grow, 

,  •  Nor  troubles  rise  by  chance;  £ 

Yet  we  are  born  to  cares  and  woes! 

A  sad  inheritance!  t 

2  As  sparks  break  out  from  burning  coals, 

And  still  are  upwards  borne; 

So  grief  is  rooted  in  our  souls, 

And  man  grows  up  to  mourn: 
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8  Yet  with  my  God  I  leave  my  cause, 

And  trust  his  promised  grace; 

He  rules  me  by  his  well-known  laws, 

Of  love  and  righteousness. 

4  Not  all  the  pains  that  e’er  I  bore, 

Shall  spoil  my  future  peace, 

For  death  and  hell  can  do  no  more 
Than  what  my  Father  please. 

PRAYER. 

“  It  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  with  me  as  seemeth 
good  in  his  sight.” — 1  Sam.  3. 18. 

•  '  JB*  •  •  / .  ’  .  , 

0  eternal  God  and  Father!  Thou 
hast  created  and  preserved  me,  and 
Thou  hast  blessed  me  all  the  days  of 
my  life,  and  kindly  provided  for  me 
in  every  situation  and  circumstance 
— nothing  could  befall  me  without  a 
cause — nothing  without  thy  will  and 
providence,  I  know  also,  that  Thou 
chastisest  thy  children  in  mercy,  with 
the  design  of  imparting  greater  bless-* 
ings  unto  them.  O  Lord,  hear  I  am; 
as  thy  child,  and  humbly  cast  myself 
under  thy  rod — do  unto  me  as  it 
seemeth  good  in  thy  sight — preserve 
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me  by  thy  grace,  and  use  the  means 
according  to  thy  good  pleasure,  to 
draw  me  nigh  unto  thyself.  I  am 
not  anxious  about  the  termination  of 
this  sickness,  so  that  I  may  only  enjoy 
thy  favor  which  is  life,  and  thy  lov¬ 
ing-kindness  which  is  better  than  life; 
remember,  therefore,  O  Lord,  my  in¬ 
firmities,  and  grant  that  I  may  ever 
rejoice  in  thy  favor. 

I  am  thy  creature — thy  servant — 
thy  child — nay,  thy  possession,  there¬ 
fore,  will  I  hope  and  trust  in  Thee. 
As  Thou  hast  a  treasure  of  grace  in  i 
store,  for  all  who  put  their  confidence 
in  Thee,  I  will  lay  my  hand  upon  my 
mouth  and  be  stiil,  and  silently  and 
patiently  wait  until  my  change  comes. 
Amem 

5.  Nothing  is  more  profitable  and 
Salutary  to  the  sick,  than  to  open  up 
the  treasure  of  glorious  promises  con-  1 
tained  in  the  holy  word  of  God,  in  his 
sickness,  and  meditate  seriously  on 
them,  and  apply  them  to  himself. 
But  should  his  situation  be  too  pain- 
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ful  and  oppressive,  to  afford  him  an 
opportunity  to  reflect  on  these  mat¬ 
ters,  the  minister  or  pious  friend  vis¬ 
iting  him,  would  do  well  to  repeat  in 
his  hearing,  some  of  the  shortest  and 
most  precious  of  these  blessed  prom¬ 
ises  of  Jehovah!  viz: 

Reflect  often,  my  dear  friend,  in 
your  indisposition,  on  the  following 
and  other  gracious  promises  of  God: 

“My  .refuge  is  in  God,  which  saveth 
the  upright  in  heart.” — Ps.  7.  10. 
“And  they  that  know  thy  name,  will 
put  their  trust  in  Thee;  for  Thou, 
Lord,  hast  not  forsaken  them  that 
seek  Thee.” — Ps.  9.  10.  “O  how 
great  is  thy  goodness,  which  Thou 
hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  Thee; 
j  which  Thou  hast  wrought  for  them 
that  trust  in  Thee,  before  the  sons  of 
men.” — Ps.  31. 19.  “Behold  the  eye 
of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that  fear 
him;  upon  them  that  hope  in  his  mer¬ 
cy;  to  deli  ver  their  soul  from  death,” 
Ps.  33. 18.  “The  Lord  is  nigh  unto 
them  that  are  of  a  broken  heart;  and 
saveth  such  as  be  of  a  contrite  spirit.” 
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Ps.  34.  19.  “How  excellent  is  thy 
loving-kindness,  O  God!  therefore, 
the  children  of  men  put  their  trust 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings.  They 
shall  be  abundantly  satisfied  with  the 
fatness  of  thy  house;  and  Thou  shalt 
make  them  drink  of  the  rivers  of  thy 
pleasures.” — Ps.  36.  7, 8.  “Commit 
thy  ways  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  ^ 
bring  it  to  pass.  Bet  the  salvation 
of  the  righteous  is  of  the  Lord;  he  is  j 
their  strength  in  the  time  of  trouble.” 
Ps.  37.  5,  89.  “For  he  hath  said  I  will 
never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee.” — - 
Heb.  13.  5.  #  y 

And  what  can  prove  more  soothing 
to  a  troubled  conscience,  than  the  ad-  j 
dress  of  our  blessed  Redeemer  to 
Mary  Magdalene:  “Go  unto  my  breth- 
ren,  and  say  unto  them,  I  ascend  unto 
my  Father,  and  your  Father;  and  to 
my  God  and  your  God.” — John  20.  | 
17;  and  again,  what  he  uttered 'in  his- 
intercessory  prayer:  “Father,  1  will  j 
that  they  also  whom  Thou  hast  given 
me,  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they 
may  behold  my  glory,  which  Thou 
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hast  given  me.” — John  17.  24.  And 
O  how  consoling  is  it  when  he  says: 
“If  any  may  serve  me,  let  him  follow 
me,  and  where  I  am,  there  shall  also 
my  servant  be.” — John  12.  26.  Re¬ 
joice,  therefore,  my  dear  brother  (or 
sister)  that  yon  shall  be  introduced, 
through  death,  into  the  immediate 
presence  of  your  Saviour,  who  as¬ 
cended  up  into  heaven,  to  appear  in 
the  presence  of  your  heavenly  Fath¬ 
er,  to  present  before  him  all  your 
supplications  and  prayers,  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  your  soul  in  the  hour  of  your 
dissolution,  into  the  kingdom  of  his 
glory. 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  often  the  case, 
that  the  most  pious  children  of  God, 
have  to  contend  with  distressing 
thoughts  and  anxieties,  which  harrass 
their  minds  in  sickness,  they  should 
be  promptly  and  energetically  sup¬ 
ported,  by  reflecting  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing,  and  similar  passages  of  the  word 
of  God: 

1.  Against  an  abhorrence  of  sin. 

Are  you  troubled  on  account  of  the 
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greatness  of  your  sins?  So  let  me  ad¬ 
monish  you,  to  meditate  seriously  on 
the  soul-encouraging  declaration  of 
the  blessed  Redeemer:  “God  so  loved 
the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
on  him  shall  not  perish,  but  have  ever¬ 
lasting  life.” — John  31.  6. 

Are  you  oppressed  with  your  sins? 
Do  they  bare  down  as  a  heavy  bur¬ 
den  upon  your  heart,  so  that  you 
sometimes  think  it  impossible  for  you 
to  escape  being  crushed  by  the  weight?  i 
Do  you  realize,  that  you  have  deserv¬ 
ed  not  one  thousand,  but  many  thous¬ 
and  attacks  of,  not  only  this,  but  of  I 
all  kinds  of  sickness,  in  soul  and  body, 
nay,  both  temporal  death  and  the  i 
pains  of  hell  forever?  0  then  sigh 
and  cry  unto  God  often,  with  pious 
Ezra:  “I  am  ashamed  and  confounded, 

O  my  God,  to  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto 
Thee,  for  my  sins  have  grown  over 
mine  head,  and  my  transgressions  are 
great  even  unto  the  heavens!  Do 
your  sins  appear  as  the  greatest  a- 
bomination  before  your  eyes,  so  as  to 
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agonize  and  distress  your  soul,  to 
such  a  degree,  that  you  feel  determin¬ 
ed  by  the  grace  of  God,  never  again, 
to  indulge  in  the  commission  of  any 
isins?  This  we  would  inform  you,  is. 

godly  sorrow,  which  worketh  a  re¬ 
pentance  not  to  be  repented  of,  and 
is  an  evidence  that  you  belong  to  the 
inumber  of  those  to  whom  God  solemn¬ 
ly  swears:  “As  I  live,  I  have  no  pleas¬ 
ure  in  the  death  of  the  sinner,  but 
that  he  turn  unto  me  and  live.” — Ez. 
33. 11.  You  can  also  exclaim  with 
penitent  and  holy  Paul:  “This  is  a 
true  and  faithful  saying,  and  worthy 
of  all  acceptation,  that  Jesus  Christ, 

I  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners, 
of  whom  1  am  chief.” — 1  Tim.  1.15. 
And  again:  “Where  sin  abounded, 
there  grace  much  more  abounded.”— 
Rom.  5.  20. 

|  Only  flee  for  refuge,  in  the  exercise 
of  true  faith,  to  this  sin  pardoning 
Redeemer,  and  seek  through  his  mer¬ 
its,  the  remission  of  all  your  sins,  and 
iiyou  may  rest  assured,  that  your  sins, 
great  as  they  are,  shall  not  be  able  to 
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prevent  your  salvation;  for  “his  blood 
cleanses  from  all  sin.” — 1  John  1.  7. 
Although  the  burden  of  your  sins  be 
ever  so  great,  only  take  your  flight 
“to  the  innocent  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world.” — 
1.  29.  Plead  before  him,  his  soul- 
encouraging  invitation  and  promise, 
“Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are 
weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest.” — Math.  11.  28.  He 
will  not  deny  you,  but  will  fulfil  his 
precious  promise:  “  I  will  forgivefj 
their  iniquity,  and  I  will  remember 
their  sin  no  more.” — Jer.  31.  24. 

Place  all  your  trust  and  confidence 
in  this  great  Emancipater  from  sin  — 
for  there  is  no  sin  great  enough  to 
exclude  the  soul  from  heaven,  but  the 
sin  of  unbelief;  remember  that  all  the 
sins  of  the  world,  were  not  so  great, 
as  to  prevent  God  from  giving  his 
only  begotten  Son;  and  how  can  your 
sins,  therefore,  prevent  him  granting ; 
you  a  free  and  full  forgivness  of  all  j 
your  transgressions?  Doubt  and  de¬ 
spair  not  of  the  mercy  and  compas- 
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i  sion  of  God,  nor  of  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  you  will  thereby  most 
effectually  honor  him.  Contemplate 
> often  the  example  of  penitent  sinners 
,  of  Old  and  New  Testament  memory, 

I  *  •>  ' 

who  received,  on  repentance,  the  free 
^remission  of  all  their  sins;  as  for  in¬ 
stance,  our  first  parents:  Noah,  Lot, 

I  Moses,  David,  Mannassa,  Mary  Mag- 
;  dalene  and  the  adultress,  mentioned 
ip  the  gospel,  and  especially  Peter, 
['Paul  and  many  others,  who  had  com- 
;  mitted  many  great  and  grievous  sins, 
many  of  whom  continued  long  in  their 
a| sinful  career,  but  when  they  heartily 
irepented,  they  were  graciously  for- 
[  given.  And  should  one  have  even 
| foresworn  his  interest  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  like  a  Peter,  or  have 
shed  Christians  Mood  like  a  Paul, 
yet  still  by  a  sincere  repentance"  for 
his  sins,  he  may  find  favor  with  God, 
i  and  the  washing  away  of  all  his  sins, 

I  by  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ. 

j  2.  Against  the  weakness  of  faith. 

:j  Are  you  troubled  on  account  of  the 


weakness  of  your  faith,  love,  hope* 
&c.  then  apply  the  Messed  promises, 
in  which  God  exhibits  his  sympathy, 
and  gracious  assistance,  to  the  weak 
of  his  flock;  as  for  instance,  Is.  40. 11. 
“He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shep¬ 
herd;  he  shall  gather  the  lambs  with 
his  arms,  and  carry  them  in  his  bo¬ 
som,  and  gently  lead  those  that  are 
with  young;”  and  also  in  42d  chapter, 
and  in  the  12th  chapter  of  Matthew* 
20:  “The  bruised  reed  he  will  not  ] 
break,  nor  quench  the  smoking  flax.” 

But  are  you  still  distressed  because 
of  the  weakness  of  your  faith?  Let 
me  remind  you  that  even  this  very 
frame  of  mind,  is  no  unfavorable  in¬ 
dication,  for  from  it  you  can  conclude 
that  you  are  a  child  of  God,  for  satan 
never  hurls  his  fiery  darts  into  the 
minds  of  careless  and  impenitent  sin¬ 
ners;  for  you  never  hear  them  com¬ 
plain  of  the  weakness  of  their  faith, 
but  rejoicing  in  the  vain  immagina- 
tion,  that  all  is  well  with  them;  for 
tneir  conscience  is  affected,  as  it  were, 
with  a  dreadful  leprosy,  so  that  they  i 
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neither  feci  the  weight  of  their  sins, 
nor  the  wrath  and  displeasure  of 
God.  But  satan  is  wont  to  make 

I'  tlie  most  fiery  onsets  upon  such  as 
are  anxious  about  the  word  of  God, 
and  the  salvation  of  their  immortal 
souls. 

Yes,  the  very  fact  of  your  being  so 
soon  concerned  about  the  weakness 
i  of  your  faith,  is  an  unequivocal  proof 

I  that  you  possess  true  faith.  As  long 
as  a  bashful,  sickly  and  weak  child 
sighs  and  laments,  we  cannot  say  that 
it  is  dead,  but  must  conclude,  that  it 
is  yet  alive,  for  when  dead  its  sighs 
and  lamentations  cease. 

Rest,  therefore,  assured  that  true 
I  faith  has  not  expired  within  you,  as 
I  you  earnestly  desire  to  believe,  and 
}  cordially  wish  that  you  could  believe; 
j  God  works  in  us  his  will,  hence  this 
j  is  evidently  a  work  of  God  in  you, 

J  that  you  would  believe;  you  can, 
B  therefore,  draw  this  firm  inference, 

|  that  he  who  thus  works  in  you  to 
■  will  also  Work  in  you  to  do  of  his  own 
good  pleasure.  For  .the  'Lord  hears 
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the  secret  breathings  and  desires  of 
the  poor,  and  his  eyes  are  continually 
on  them  for  good ;  therefore,  even  as 
strong  as  you  wish  your  faith  to  be, 
rest  satisfied  that  God  looks  upon 
your  heart;  for  he  does  not  look  to 
any  merit  even  in  faith,  but  upon  the 
sincerity  of  the  heart,  by  which  true 
faith  lays  hold  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  the 
Author  and  Finisher  of  the  work  of 
our  soul’s  salvation. 

Inasmuch  as  faith  is  that  Christian 
grace,  by  which  alone  the  Christian 
can  be  supported  in  sickness,  especi¬ 
ally  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  and  by 
which  he  is  enabled  to  bear  up  under 
his  afflictions,  to  withstand  tempta¬ 
tions  and  at  last  depart  from  this 
world  in  peace;  it  is  highly  necessary 
to  admonish  the  sick,  to  ground  his 
faith  on  the  gracious  promises  of  the  | 
gospel.  Represent  to  him  the  duty 
of  meditating  upon,  and  realizing  the  - 
great  mystery  of  our  redemption,  in 
which  God  displays  his  infinite,  wis- . 

dom,  power,  righteousness  and  mer- 
cy. 
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The  perfect  satisfaction  and  inter- 
cession  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Redeemer, 
whereby  he  conquered  and  triumph¬ 
ed  over  all  his  and  our  enemies,  and 
in  which  is  represented  unto  us,  the 
glorious  covenant  of  grace,  by  which 
we  are  received  into  the  enjoyment 
of  the  unchangeable  love  of  God,  and 
whereby  he  ratifies  and  confirms  unto 
us,  the  fulfilment  of  all  his  precious 
promises. 

For  this  purpose,  I  consider  it  high¬ 
ly  useful  and  consoling  to  the  sick, 
particularly  when  the  illness  contin¬ 
ues  long,  and  the  individual  enjoys 
the  use  of  his  reason,  to  explain  and 
apply  to  him,  the  twelve  articles  of 
the  Christian  faith,  especially  those 
|  articles  relating  to  the  forgivness  of 
j  sins — the  resurrection  of  the  body, 
and  the  life  everlasting,  particularly 
as  it  is  well  known,  that  by  these 
j  means,  especially  by  contemplating 
the  subject  of  eternal  life,  which  all 
believers  hope  for,  many  thousand 
Christians  were  comforted  and 
strengthened  to  bear  up  under  the 
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most  cruel  and  inhuman  persecutions*  | 
that  Jewish  or  heathen  malice  could 
invent  and  inflict;  and  my  dear  friend, 
how  can  it  be  other  wise  than  comfort¬ 
ing  and  strengthening  to  the  sick, 
when  he  looks  up  towards  hca\  cn, 
and  contemplates  those,  bright  man-  ^ 
sions,  by  the  exercise  of  faith,  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  reception  of  all  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus. 
Ah!  it  is  this,  which  banishes  from 
him  the  fear  of  death,  scatters  all  i 
his  anxieties,  and  enables  him  to 
overcome  all  temptations,  and  oub 
ride  all  the  storms,  and  tribulations, 
and  sufferings  of  life;  so  as  to  land 
him,  at  last,  triumphantly  on  the  : 
peaceful  shores  of  the  heavenly  Ca-, : 
naan. 
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Prayer  in  which  the  sick  may  apply 
unto  himself  the-  twelve  articles  of 
the  Christian  faith. 
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IN  God  the  Father  I  believe, 

■®-  Wlio  hcav’n  and  earth  did  frame. 
By  his  Almighty  word;  his  praise 
And  glory  to  proclaim. 

2  I  do  believe  in  Jesus  Christ, 

God’s  only  Son,  our  Lord. 
Begotten  from  eternity, 

The  everlasting  W ord. 


3  I  in  the  Holy  Ghost  believe, 

A  Person  true,  and  one; 

In  essence,  pow’r,  eternity, 

With  Father  and  with  Son. 

4  An  holy  catholic  church  I  own, 

The  heirs  of  heav’n  design’d; 

By  union  all  to  Christ  their  head, 

And  one  another  join’d. 

5  Redemption  thro’  the  blood  of  Christ, 


I  heartily  embrace; 

A  full  forgivness  of  my  sins, 
Tne  gift  of  sovereign  grace. 
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6  TJie  resurrection  of  the  dead- 
Sincerely  I  maintain; 

My  soul  and  body  glorified, 

With  Christ  shall  live  and  reign*.  i 

T  The  hopes  of  everlasting  .life, 

My  fainting  soul  sustain: 

To  this  I  set  my  solemn  seal,  ^ 

And  say  with  truth,  Amen! 

8  To  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  i 

The  God  whom  we  adore,  | 

Be  glory  as  it  w  as,  is  nowr,  ^ 

And  shall  be  evermore. 

! 

PRAYER. 

'  f  *  •  ..  H 

[ 

“The  just  shall  live  by  faith.” — Heb.  2.  4.  ! 

O  Thou  divine  and  holy  Father  in 
heaven,  from  whom  cometh  every 
good  and  perfect  gift!  I  beseech  Thee 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  thine  only 
begotten  and  well  beloved  Son  my 
Redeemer,  to  grant  unto  me  the  soul- 
enlivening  gift  of  a  true  and  living  : 
faith,  so  that  I  may  thereby  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  apply  unto  mine  own  soul 
all  that  I  have  learned  in  thy  holy  I 
word,  and  say  with  my  whole  heart,  | 


JF 


THE  SICK  MAY,  &C. 


479 


and  my  tongue,  even  unto  the  last 
moment  of  my  earthly  existence: 

I  believe  in  Thee,  O  God,  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  Almighty  Creator  of  heaven  and 
earth,  and  place  all  my  trust  and 
comfort  in  thine  infinite  mercy  and 
icompassion,  and  rest  satisfied,  that  as 
Thou  art  my  God  and  Father,  Thou 
wilt  preserve  me  in  trials  and  temp¬ 
tations,  and  nev  er  leave  nor  forsake 
e;  as  Thou  art  the  Almighty  Lord, 
hou  canst  also  grant  me  assistance 
nd  protection,  and  as  Thou  hast  fur¬ 
nished  me  with  both  body  and  soul, 
ilThou  wilt  be  pleased  to  preserve 
both,  by  faith,  unto  eternal  life, 
ji  I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  thine  only 
begotten  Son,  my  Lord,  and  feel  as¬ 
sured,  that  whilst  Thou  mightest 
have  justly  plunged  me  into  hell  for¬ 
ever,  Thou  hast  remembered  me  in 
mercy,  and  hast  given  thine  only  be¬ 
gotten  and  well  beloved  Squ,  to  suf¬ 
fer,  and  bleed,  and  die  for  me.  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  1 1 i in  as  mine  only  Sa¬ 


viour,  who  heals  all  the  wounds  of 
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my  soul,  and  saves  me  from  all  my 
sins.  . 

I  acknowledge  him  to  be  my  Christ, 
who  was  anointed  of  Thee,  my  heav¬ 
enly  Father,  by  the  Holy  Ghost — 
that  he  is  my  prophet  and  teacher,  to 
instruct  me  in  all  things  pertaining 
to  everlasting  life-- that  he  is  my 
High  Priest,  to  reconcile  me  unto 
Thee,  and  and  to  he  my  intercessor 
in  thy  presence — and,  that  he  is  my 
King  to  rule  over  me,  to  guide  and 
preserve  me  unto  life  eternal,  and  re¬ 
ceive  me  as  my  Lord,  who  with  his 
crimson  blood,  purchased  me  as  his 
own,  and  will  protect  me  by  his  Al¬ 
mighty  power,  against  all  which 
might*  in  any  wise,  prove  detrimental 
to  my  salvation. 

I  believe  that  for  my  sake,  he  took 
human  nature  upon  himself,  by  the 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost — that  he 
was  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
thereby  sanctified  my  sinful  concep¬ 
tion,  and  as  he  became  my  brother — 
flesh  of  my  flesh,  and  bone  of  my 
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bone,  and  was  tempted  in  aSi  things 
like  unto  me,  sin  only  excepted,  that 
he  will  also  sympathize  with  me,  and 
have  mercy  upon  me ;  and  as  he  is 
also  true  God,  he  will  likewise  pro¬ 
tect  and  preserve  me,  in  my  last  and 
dying  hour*  against  satan,  death  and 
hell.  I  believe  that  he  suffered  un¬ 
der  Pontius  Pilate,  that  he  was  cru¬ 
cified,  dead  and  buried;  and  feel  as¬ 
sured  that  he  endured  all  for  me,  a 
poor  miserable  sinner,  that  he  might 
thereby  deliver  me  from  sin — the 
wrath  of  God — the  curse  of  the  law, 
and  eternal  death  and  damnation, 
and  reconcile  me  with  God,  my 
heavenly  Father,  and  bring  in  an 
everlasting  righteousness,  and  pur¬ 
chased  for  me  an  eternal  life,  and 
without  his  merits,  there  is  no  salva¬ 
tion  or  happiness  to  be  hoped  for. 
And  as  I  know,  that  my  Saviour  after 
his  death  was  buried,  I  also  feel  fully 
assured,  that  he  thereby  consecrated 
and  set  apart  the  grave,  as  my  resting 
place. 

I  believe  also  that  he  descended  in- 
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to  hell,  that  is,  that  he  endured  the 
pains  of  hell,  in  his  body  and  soul  on 
the  cross,  when  he  exclaimed;  “My 
God!  my  God!  why  hast  Thou  forsaken 
me?”  That  he  rose  again  from  the 
dead  on  the  third  day,  for  my  righte¬ 
ousness’  sake,  and  feel  convinced  that 
he  thereby  took  both  death  and  hell4 
captive,  so  that  they  cannot  finally 
injure  me,  and  that  he  will  also,  in 
due  time,  raise  my  body  out  of  the* 
grave,  in  like  manner,  as  he  arose 
from  the  dead,  having  burst  asunder 
the  barriers  of  the  tomb.  f  >f 

I  believe  that  he  ascended  up  into 
heaven,  and  that  he  sits  at  the  right 
hand  of  God  my  heavenly  Father,/ 
not  only  that  he  may  be  the  head  of 
his  church,  govern  all  things,  but  also 
that  he  may  open  up  the  way  for  me, 
to  heaven,  which  was  closed  up  by 
sin;  that  I  may  have  freedom  of  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  in  due 
time  be  received,  as  to  soul  and  body, 
into  the  kingdom  of  thy  glory;  nay, 
that  he  now  is  in  the  presence  of  his 
heavenly  Father,  as  my  tntercessorj 
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and  Mediator,  so  that  when  I  am  no 
I  longer  able  to  speak,  or  hear,  or  un¬ 
derstand,  lie  may  plead  my  cause 
with  God,  and  furnish  wings  unto 
my  soul  to  soar  aloft,  after  death,, 
into  the  mansions  of  rest  and  felici¬ 


ty- 

I  believe  moreover,  that  he  will 
come  again,  to  judge  the  quick  and 
the  dead;  to.  condemn  all  who  believe 
not  on  him,  but  despise  his  word;  but 
to  introduce  me  (although  weak  in 
faith,)  as  to  soul  and  body,  into  the 
joys  of  my  Lord. 

I  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  is  cter- 
nal  God,  and  from  eternity  proceeds 
;i  from  both,  in  whose  name,  I  am.  also 
baptized  to  assure  me,  that  he  will 
.  also  be  my  God,  my  Teacher  and  my 
,  Comforter,  that  I  am  a  child,  and  con¬ 
sequently  an  heir  of  God  and  joint 
heir  with  my  Saviour  Jesus  Christ j. 
and  I  enjoy  the  pleasing  anticipation, 
that  he  will  continue  to  impart  the 
testimony  to  my  soul,  of  ray  interest 
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in  the  salvation  purchased  by  the 
death  of  Christ,  and  thus  seal  me  un* 
to  the  day  of  my  perfect  redemption; 
that  he  assists  mine  infirmities;  inter¬ 
cedes  for  me,  with  groanings,  which 
cannot  be  uttered,  and  will  carry  on 
the  good  work,  which  he  has  begun 
in  me,  unto  mine  happy  end. 

I  believe  in  a  holy  catholic  or  gen* 
eral  Christian  church,  which  consists 
in  the  communion  of  all  true  saints 
and  believers;  that,  as  God,  from 
eternity  devised  the  plan  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  so  he  also  calls  by  his  holy  word 
and  Spirit,  sinners  of  the  human  fam¬ 
ily  in  time,  to  the  communion  of  him* 
self,  and  purifies  them  with  the  blood 
of  Christ,  from  all  their  sins; — that  I 
also  am  a  member  of  this  church,  and 
that  Jesus  Christ,  as  my  living  Head, 
will  protect  me  against  all  the  power 
of  sin,  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the 
devil,  until  he  conducts  me  into  the 
society  of  the  saints,  perfect  in  light 
and  glory;  and  comfort  myself  with 
the  precious  blessings  and  benefits, 
which  Jesus  Christ  has  purchased. 
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as  the  patron  of  his  chureh,  and 
hence: 

I  believe  most  assuredly,  not  only 
in  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  but  in  the 
forgiveness  of  my  sins;  as  I  acknowl¬ 
edge  in  my  heart,  that  I  am  a  poor 
miserable  sinner,  and  that  I  have  de¬ 
served,  by  the  sins  which  I  have  com¬ 
mitted  against  his  holy  laws,  to  be 
eternally  excluded  from  the  kingdom 
of  God;  I  have  also  an  unwavering 
confidence  in  God,  that  he  will,  in 
fulfilment  of  his  precious  promises, 
not  impute  unto  me  my  transgressions 
and  sins  to  my  condemnation,  but 
that  he  will,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus’ 
sufferings  and  death,  forgive  me  all 
my  sins,  and  justify  me  freely  by  his 
blood,  to  my  eternal  salvation.  Fur¬ 
ther, 

I  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the 
flesh,  not  only  of  mankind  generally, 
but  of  by  body.  As  1  know,  that  on 
account  of  my  sins,  I  must  go  the  way 
j  of  all  flesh,  w  hen  my  soul  and  body 
shall  be  separated  from  each  other, 
and  my  body  be  committed  to  the  cold 


grave,  as  food  for  corruption;  so  do  I.i 
also  believe,  that  as  soon  as  my  soul 
is  separated  from  my  body,  it  will  be 
conveyed  by  angels  into  Abraham’s 
bosom,  to  enjoy  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
a  fulness  of  joy  and  pleasures  forever¬ 
more,  at  his  right  hand,  and  that  at 
the  last  day,  my  near  kinsman  and 
Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  will,  by  his 
power,  raise  up  my  dead  body  again,, 
into  life,  and  unite  it  with  its  com-. 

7 

panion,  the  soul,  and  make  it  con¬ 
formable  to  his  glorified  body,  and 
introduce  me,  as  to  soul  and  body,  in¬ 
to  his  glory. 

And  finally:  I  believe  in  the  life 
everlasting,  as  the  end  of  my  faith  ; 
and  hope,  with  which  my  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  lias  furnished  me,  by  j 
his  return,  to  his  and  my  Father,  and 
I  doubt  not,  that  he  will  introduce  my 
soul  and  body  into  this  life  eternal, 
to  enjoy  unending  felicity,  at  the  last; 
day. 

All  this,  I  sincerely  and  unwaver¬ 
ingly  believe;  in  this  belief  I  will  live  | 
and  die,  inasmuch  as  it  has  pleased 
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God,  to  convert  me  from  my  sins;  and 
I  rest  assured,  that  I  shall  of  his 
sovereign  grace,  receive  at  his  hands 
the  end  of  my  faith,  the  salvation  of 
my  soul,  to  which  I  say  with*  all  my 
heart,  Amen!  Lord  Jesus!  Amen! 


Instructions  for  the  sick. 


HYMN  67.  P.  M. — Rock  of  Salvation. 


¥F  life’s  pleasures  charm  tliee,  give  them  not  thy 
heart, 

Lest  the  gift  ensnare  thee,  from  thy  God  to  part^ 
His  favor  seek,  his  praises  speak, 

Fix  here  thy  hope's  foundation; 

Serve  him,  and  he  will  ever  be 
The  Rock  of  thy  salvation. 

2  If  distress  befall  thee,  painful  though  it  be, 

Let  not  grief  appal  thee;  to  thy  Saviour  dec: 

He  ever  near,  thy  prayer  w  ill  hear, 

And  calm  thy  perturbation: 

The  waves  of  wo  shall  ne’er  o’erfiow 
The  Rock  of  thy  salyatfon. 


488 


INSTRUCTIONS  TOR 


3  When  earth’s  prospects  fall  thee,  let  it  not  dis¬ 

tress, 

Fetter  comforts  wait  thee  5  Christ  will  freely 
bless ; 

To  Jesus  flee,  thy  prop  he’ll  be, 

Thy  heavenly  consolation: 

F or  griefs  below  cannot  o’erthfow 
The  Rock  of  thy  salvation. 

.'v. 

4  Dangers  may  approach  thee,  let  them  not  alarm, 
Christ  shall  ever  watch  thee,  and  protect  from 

harm,  •  ""W 

He  near  thee  stands  with  mighty  hands, 

To  ward  off  each  temptation:  J  j 

To  Jesus  fly,  he’s  ever  nigh, 

The  Rock  of  thv  salvation* 

•> 

5  Let  llbt  death  alarm  thee,  shrink  not  from  his 

blow, 

For  thy  God  shall  arm  thee,  and  victory  bestow, 
For  death  shall  bring  to  thee  no  sting, 

The  grave  no  desolation:  j 

’Tis  gain  to  die,  with  Jesus  nigh, 

The  Rock  of  thy  salvation.  j 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

,-v.  J  '  \  **  v  p  *■»  '  .  '  'v'V-  ...» 

3*  Against  the  fear  of  death.  ; 

If  you  are  agitated  with  the  fear  of 
death;  remember:  * 

1.  That  the  day  of  death  is  better 
than  the  day  of  our  birth;  especially 


THE  SICK. 

'as  this  life  is  a  valley  of  affliction  and 
tears ;  a  life  of  labor  and  sorrow, 
which  is  at  best,  a  continued  scene  of 
trials  and  sufferings;  but  when  we 
die  happy  we  are  taken  in  a  moment;, 
out  of  misery,  and  we  enjoy  the  rest 
prepared  for  the  people  of  God  in 
heaven.  Nay,  this  life,  is  at  best*  but 
a  sinful  life,  so  that  it  has  been  often 
remarked,  that  a  long  life  is  connect¬ 
ed  with  many  sins;  but  when  the 
Christian  dies,  he  is  justified  from  all 
his  sins; — death,  therefore,  is  to  him* 
salutary,  inasmuch  as  he  only  de¬ 
stroys  that,  which  was  born  of  A- 
dam. 

2.  But  more  especially  should  all 
fear  of  death  vanish  from  you,  inas¬ 
much  as  Jesus  Christ,  by  his  death, 
hath  sweetened  our  death,  by  taking 
away  every  thing  which  made  death 
terrible  to  us,  by  overcoming  death, 
so  that  you  can  now  triumph  with 
the  apostle  Paul  and  exclaim:  “Death  4 
where  is  thy  sting?  Grave!  where  is  * 
[  thy  victory?”  Death  is  now  a  serpent 
-  Without  poison — a  bee  without  a 
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sting!  For  although  death  may  east 
you  down,  and  with  his  own  hand 
open  up  your  grave,  and  deposit  and 
cover  within  its  cold  and  silent  pre¬ 
cincts,  your  lifeless  tenement  of  clay; 
yet  with  the  other  hand,  must  he,  as 
it  were,  open  up  the  door  of  heaven, 
that  your  soul  may  be  bound  up  in 
the  bundle  of  everlasting  life,  and  be 
forever  with  the  Lord,  where  no 
more  anxiety,  suffering  or  pain  shall 
ever  be  able  to  molest  you,  in  view  of 
which,  you  can  certainly  say  in  the 
near  approach  of  death,  with  holy 
Paul:  “For  me  to  live,  is  Christ,  and 
for  me  to  die,  is  gain;  I  have  a  desire 
rather  to  depart,  and  to  be  with 
Christ,  Which  is  far  better*” — Philip* 
1*  21*  23. 

And  when  the  hour  of  your  depart¬ 
ure  has  actually  arrived,  your  pious 
friends  will  be  permitted  to  say,  on 
good  and  scriptural  ground,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  your  death:  “0  that  I  may  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous!  and  may 
my  latter  end  be  like  his!” — Dent.  23* 
10;  and  accompany  your  departing 
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spirit  with  such  holy  aspirations  as 

these: 

O  redeemed  soul!  go,  with  joy,  to 
your  God,  who  calls  you  unto  himself; 
speed  your  way  to  the  arms  of  your 
heavenly  Father,  who  extends  his 
hands  to  your  assistance. 

O  eternally  happy  soul!  haste  to 
Jesus,  your  precious  Bridegroom; 
who  will  now,  conduct  you  to  the 
marriage  supper,  prepared  for  you 
in  heaven,  and  will  impart  unto  you 
the  precious  fruits  of  his  perfect  obe¬ 
dience,  precious  blood  and  agonizing 
death. 

O  happy  soul !  soar  aloft  into  the 
!  bright  regions  of  glory,  which  the 
!  Holy  Ghost  hath  sealed  unto  you— to 
the  general  assembly  of  the  church  of 
the  first  born— to  the  spirits  of  the 
just  made  perfect,  and  to  the  Media¬ 
tor  of  the  new  covenant,  even  Jesus 
Christ  your  Lord  and  Saviour. 

O  Father  in  heaven!  receive  now 
thy  dear  child  into  thy  fond  embrace, 
and  O  Thou  divine  Saviour!  receive 
bis  spirit. — Amen  and  Amen. 
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And  when  the  curtain  of  mortality 
has  actually  dropped,  and  your  ran¬ 
somed  soul  has  winged  its  flight  to  the 
God  who  gave  it,  we  will,  with  me¬ 
lodious  joy,  in  the  exercise  of  faith, 
chaunt  your  funeral  requiem  in  such  | 
strains  as  the  following:  f 

HYMN  68.  8.7.  P.  M. — Bart  emeus, 

JJAPPY  soul,  thy  days  are  ended,  £ 

All  thy  mourning  days  below;  d 

Go,  by  angel  guards  attended,  k 

To  the  sight  of  Jesus  go. 

Hallelujah,  hallelujah, 

H  alleluj ah,  h  alleluj ah,  , 

Amen! 

2.  Waiting  to  receive  thy  spirit,  :f 

Lo!  the  Saviour  stands  above; 

Shows  the  purchase  of  his  merit,  m 

Reach  es  out  the  crown  of  love. 

Hallelujah,  £jc. 

8  Struggle  through  thy  latest  passion,  y 

To  the  great  Redeemer’s  breast; 

To  his  uttermost  salvation,  I 

To  his  everlasting  rest.  *  4 

Hallelujah,  §c. 

4  For  the  joys  he  sets  before  thee, 

Bear  a  momentary  pain;  $  | 

Hie  to  live  a  life  of  glory: 

Suffer,  with  thy  Lord  to  reign.  ; 

Hallelujah,  fyc.  * 
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And  when  depositing  your  lifeless 
body  beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley, 
we  will  sing  again,  in  the  language  of 

faith: 

I  H  Y  M  N  69.  L.  M. — •fllfreton* 

'JJNVEIL  tliy  bosom,  faithful  tomb, 

Take  this  new  treasure  to  thy  trust, 

And  give  these  sacred  relics  room, 

To  slumber  in  their  native  dust. 

2  Nor  pain,  nor  grief,  nor  anxious  fear, 

Invade  thy  bounds;  no  mortal  woes, 

Can  reach  the  peaceful  slumberer  here. 

For  angels  watch  his  sweet  repose. 

3  So  Jesus  slept;  God’s  dying  Son, 

Pass’d  through  the  grave  and  blest  the  bed; 
Rest  here,  blest  saint,  till  from  his  throne, 

The  morning  break,  and  pierce  the  shade. 

4  O  glorious  day!  illustrious  morn! 

Attend,  0  earth!  his  sovreign  word, 

Restore  thy  trust — a  glorious  form, 

Clothed  in  the  raiment  of  his  God. 

Lord  grant  it! — Amen. 


Hymns,  Prayers  and  Meditations,, 

ft  ^  VI 

FOR  VARIOUS  OCCASIONS. 


Morning  devotions  for  Christmas „ 

HYMN  70.  C.  M. — Clarendon. 

HILE  shepherds  watch  their  flocks  by  nighty 
*  All  seated  on  the  ground, 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  came  down,  ’ 

And  glory  shone  around. 

2  “Fear  not,”  said  he,  for  mighty  dread 

Had  seiz’d  their  troubled  mind; 

“Glad  tidings  of  great  joy  I  bring 
To  you  ai\d  all  mankind. 

3  To  you,  in  David’s  town,  this  day. 

Is  born  of  David’s  line, 

The  Saviour,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord; 

And  this  shall  be  the  sign. 

4  The  Heavenly  Babe  you  there  shall  find, 

To  human  view  display’d, 

All  meanly  wrapp’d  in  swathing  bands, 

And  in  a  manger  laid.” 
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5  Thus  spake  the  seraph  and  forthwith 
Appeared  the  shining  throng 

Of  angels  praising  God,  who  thus 
Address’d  their  joyful  song: 

6  “All  glory  be  to  God  on  high, 

And  to  the  earth  be  peace; 

Goodwill,  henceforth,  from  heaven  to  meii 
Begin,  and  never  cease.” 

PRAYER. 

O  God,  Thou  art  worthy  of  univer¬ 
sal  and  everlasting  adoration.  Thy 
nature  is  incomprehensible;  thy  per¬ 
fections  arc  infinite:  and  thy  ways 
are  past  finding  out.  Thou  art  the 
Creator  and  Upholder  of  all  things. 
And  all  thy  works  praise  Thee,  O 
Lord,  and  thy  saints  bless  Thee.  All 
our  lives  have  been  full  of  thy  unde¬ 
served  goodness. 

But  we  are  called  this  morning,  to 
behold  the  exceeding  riches  of  thy 
grace,  in  thy  kindness  towards  us,  by 
Christ  Jesus.  Herein  is  love;  not 
that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved 
Us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  a  propitia¬ 
tion  for  our  sins. 
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May  we  contemplate  this  matchless 
event,  with  all  those  views  and  affec¬ 
tions  which  its  importance  demands. 
May  those  who  observe  the  day,  ob¬ 
serve  it  onto  the  Lord.  May  our 
festivity,  becoming  the  occasion,  be 
harmless  and  holy.  Let  us  not  dis¬ 
grace  the  season,  by  reviving  those 
works  of  the  devil,  which  the  Son  of 
God  was  manifested  to  destroy,  nor 
rest  satisfied  with  the  mere  remem-  I 
brance  of  his  advent,  as  founded  in  « 
truth,  and  attended  with  wonders; 
but  inquire,  for  what  end  he  was 
born,  and  for  what  cause  he  came 
into  the  world.  And  since  we  are 
informed,  that  he  came  to  seek  and 
to  save  that  which  was  lost,  and  suf- 
fered,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he 
might  bring  us  to  God;  may  we  deem 
the  report  not  only  a  faithful  saying,  ; 
but  worthy  of  all  acceptation:  and 
may  it  be  in  us  as  a  well  of  water,  | 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life.  i 
May  none  of  us  disregard  him,  from 
ignorance,  worldly-mindedness,  pre¬ 
sumption,  self-righteousness,  or  de-  ; 
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spondency.  As  our  Prophet,  may 
,  we  repair  to  his  feet  for  instruction. 
May  we  look  to  his  sacrifice,  and  find 
relief  for  our  burdened  consciences. 
May  we  acknowledge  his  authority, 
and  obey  his  commands.  In  all  our 
approaches  to  Thee,  may  we  make 
mention  of  his  righteousness  only,  and 
in  his  strength,  go  forth  into  all  the 
duties  and  trials  of  life. 

May  we  never  feel  miserable,  even 
in  a  vale  of  tears,  while  we  think  of 
the  consolation  of  Israel:  but  rejoice 
in  him,  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory. 

Reflecting  upon  his  grace  in  be¬ 
coming  poor,  that  we  through  his 
poverty  might  be  rich;  may  all  sel¬ 
fishness,  and  uncharitableness,  be  ex¬ 
tirpated  from  our  hearts;  may  we 
love  one  another,  as  he  has  loved  us; 
and  may  we  delight  to  go  about  doing 
good. 

May  no  coldness,  no  indifference, 
ever  approach  our  spirits,  whenever 
we  are  engaged  in  serving  a  master 

who  has  all  the  claims  of  a  benefac* 

63 
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tor ;  yea,  who  died  for  us,  and  rose 
again. 

To  him  may  we  consecrate  our  fac¬ 
ulties  and  possessions;  and,  on  our 
time  and  our  substance,  our  souls  and 
our  bodies,  may  there  be  inscribed 
holiness  to  the  Lord.  May  we  grieve 
to  hear  his  name  blasphemed,  and 
weep  to  see  his  laws  transgressed. 

May  his  cause  lie  near  our  hearts; 
and  may  we  long  for  the  time,  when 
he  shall  be  known  and  adored,  from 
the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down 
of  the  same;  when  to  him  shall  every 
knee  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess; 
and  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  shall 
be  to  all  people — Unto  you  is  born  a 
Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord. 

Through  his  mediation  we  address 
Thee;  and  in  his  words  conclude  our 
imperfect  supplications.  Our  Father, 
&c. 
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Evening  devotions  for  Christmas . 

HYMN  71.  11.  10. — Yto  the  East. 


Ill' AIL  the  blest  morn!  see  the  great  Mediator, 
Down  from  the  regions  of  glory  descend! 
Shepherds,  go  worship  the  babe  in  the  manger, 
Lo,  for  his  guard,  the  bright  angels  attend. 


Brightest  and  best  of  the  sons  of  the  morning, 
Dawn  on  our  darkness,  and  lend  us  thine  aid; 
Star  in  the  east,  the  horizon  adorning, 

Guide  where  our  infant  Redeemer  was  laid. 


2  Cold  on  his  cradle  the  dew-drops  are  shining; 

Low  lies  his  head  with  the  beasts  of  the  stall; 
Angels  adore  him,  in  slumber  reclining, 

Wise  men  and  shepherds  before  him  do  fall. 

Brightest  and  best,  £>jc. 

3  Say,  shall  we  yield  him,  in  costly  devotion 

Odors  of  Eden,  and  off’rings  divine, 

Gems  from  the  mountains,  and  pearls  from  the 
ocean, 

Myrrh  from  the  forest,  and  gold  from  the  mine? 

Brightest  and  best,  &c. 


4  Vainly  we  offer  each  ample  oblation, 

Vainly  with  gold  we  his  favors  secure; 
Richer  by  far  is  the  heart’s  adoration; 

Dearer  to  God  are  the  prayers  of  the  poor. 

Brightest  and  best,  <St. 
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PRAYER. 

■ 

-  ■  ■  >  .•  ,  •. .  V--.  '  >  *fc  v  •.  ’< 

Though  Thou  art  exalted  above 
all  blessing  and  praise;  yet,  0  God, 
we  love  to  explore  thy  ways,  to 
admire  thy  works,  and  to  adore  thy 
perfections.  Thy  understanding  is 
infinite,  thy  power  is  Almighty,  thy 
mercy  endureth  forever.  Thy  good¬ 
ness  transcends  all  our  conceptions, 
as  far  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than 
the  earth. 

We  call  on  our  souls,  and  each 
other,  this  evening,  to  praise  and 
magnify  thy  holy  name.  Webless 
Thee  for  our  creation,  and  for  all  the  , 
supplies  which  have  rendered  life 
supportable;  and  all  the  indulgences, 
which  have  rendered  it  comfortable. 
But  above  all,  we  thank  Thee  for 
thine  unspeakable  gift.  For  Thou 
hast  surpassed  all  thy  works,  and  ■ 
crowned  all  thy  benefits,  by  remem¬ 
bering  us  in  our  low  estate,  and  lay¬ 
ing  help  on  one  that  is  mighty. 

And  we  have  again  heard  the  in-. 
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telligence,  that  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  belie veth  on  him, 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlast¬ 
ing  life.  Convince  us  of  our  need  of 
this  dispensation  of  thy  mercy  and 
grace;  and  may  we  acquiesce  in  it, 
not  with  coldness  of  assent,  but  with 
gladness  of  heart.  May  we  exclaim 
with  the  angels — dory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  on  earth  peace  and  good  will 
towards  men ;  and  the  multitude  of 
disciples,  shout— Hosanna,  blessed  is 
he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

Though  the  world  knew  him  not, 
and  his  own  received  him  not,  and  he 
is  still  despised  and  rejected  of  men; 
may  we  receive  him  as  all  our  salva¬ 
tion,  and  all  our  desire. 

May  we  rejoice  to  view  him,  in  a 
nature,  which  leads  him  to  call  us 
brethren;  in  which,  as  our  example, 
he  can  go  before  us,  in  the  duties  of 
obedience  and  submission;  in  which, 
he  can  sympathize  with  us,  in  all  our 
wo— and  in  which,  he  has  suffered  for 
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sins,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he 

might  bring  us  unto  God. 

May  we  look  to  him  for  all  we  j 
want,  and  live  a  life  of  faith  upon  his 
fulness.  In  him  may  we  know  that 
we  have  redemption  through  his 
blood;  that  we  have  righteousness 
and  strength;  that  we  have  all  the 
treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowl- 

^fay  we  connect  with  his  work  | 
for  us  in  the  flesh,  his  work  in  us  by 
the  Spirit.  While  we  are  reconciled 
by  his  death,  may  we  be  saved  by  his 
life;  and  remember  that  his  name  i»p 
Jesus,  because  he  saves  his  people 

from  their  sins.  ♦ 

And  as  he  came  not  only  that  we 

might  have  it  more  abundantly ,  may  ■ 
our  expectations  be  large,  and  our* 
desires  importunate;  may  he  dwell  m 
our  hearts  by  faith,  that  we  being 
rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be 
able  to  comprehend  with  all  saints, 
what  is  the  height,  and  depth,  and 
breadth,  and  length,  and  know  the 
love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  know!- 
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edge,  and  to  be  filled  with  all  the  ful¬ 
ness  of  God. 

Once  in  the  end  of  the  world  hath 
he  appeared,  to  put  away  sin  by  the 
sacrifice  of  himself;  and  unto  them 
that  look  for  him  will  he  appear  a  se¬ 
cond  time,  without  sin  unto  salva¬ 
tion.  O,  prepare  us  for  that  solemn 
day.  May  we  believe  in  him  as  a 
saviour,  before  we  meet  him  as  a 
Judge:  that  when  the  tribes  of  the 
§arth  shall  wail  because  of  him,  we 
may  lift  up  our  heads  with  joy,  know¬ 
ing  that  our  redemption  draweth 
I  nigh;  and  say  with  the  church — Lo ! 
i  this  is  our  God,  we  have  waited  for 
|  -him,  he  will  save  us:  this  is  our  Lord, 

I  we  waited  for  him,  we  will  rejoice 
and  be  glad  in  his  salvation. 

Make  thy  ministers  wise,  and  zeal- 
o^iis,  and  successful,  in  the  dispensa- 
tion  of  thy  word;  and  let  signs  and 
wonders  be  done,  in  the  name  of  thv 
holy  child  Jesus. 

We  arc  a  sinful  people,  but  Thou 
hast  not  dealt  with  us  after  our  de¬ 
sert;  and  Tli oil  hast  not  left  us  with- 
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out  witness;  Thou  hast,  in  the  midst 
of  us,  a  people  for  thy  name;  and  we 
pray,  that  our  beloved  country  may 
be  a  growing  part  of  the  empire  of 

the  Prince  of  Peace.  f  ■  % 

May  the  root  oi  Jesse  stand  for  any- 
ensign  to  the  people;  to  it  may  the 
Gentiles  seek,  and  let  his  rest  be  glo¬ 
rious.  May  he  come  down  like  ram 
upon  the  mown  grass,  as  showers  that 
water  the  earth.  In  his  clay  may  the 
righteous  flourish,  and  abundance 
of  peace,  so  long  as  the  moon  en- 
dureth.  Let  all  nations  be  blessed 
in  him;  all  generations  call  him  bless¬ 
ed. 

And  blessed  be  his  glorious  name 
forever,  and  let  the  whole  earth  be 
filled  with  his  glory.-— Amen. 
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Devotions  for  the  last  evening  of  the 

old  year . 

HYMN  72.  C.  M.  — Su fffild. 

rgiHEE  we  adore,  eternal  name! 

And  humbly  own  to  Thee, 

How  feeble  is  our  mortal  frame; 

What  dying  worms  are  we! 

2  Our  wasting  lives  grow  shorter  still. 

As  months  and  days  increase; 

And  ev’ry  beating  pulse  we  tell, 

Leaves  the  small  number  less. 

3  The  year  rolls  round,  and  steals  away 

The  breath  at  first  it  gave; 

Whate’er  we  do,  where’ere  we  be, 

We’re  traveling  to  the  grave. 

4  Dangers  stand  thick  thro’ all  the  ground. 

To  push  us  to  the  tomb; 

And  fierce  diseases  wait  around, 

To  hurry  mortals  home. 

5  Great  God!  cn  what  a  slender  thread 

Hang  everlasting  things! 

Th’  eternal  state  of  all  the  dead 
Upon  life’s  feeble  strings. 
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6  Infinite  joys  or  endless  wo 

Attends  on  evTy  breath; 

And  yet  how  unconcern-i  we  go 
Upon  the  bring  of  death! 

7  Waken,  O  Lord,  our  drowsy  sense. 

To  walk  this  dang’rous  road; 

And  if  our  souls  are  hurried  hence, 

May  they  be  found  with  God. 

PRAYER. 

God,  Thou  hast  been  our  refuge 
and  dwelling  place  in  all  genera¬ 
tions;  before  the  mountains  were 
brought  forth,  or  ever  Thou  hadst 
formed  the  earth  and  the  world,  even 
from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  Thou 
art  God.  And  a  thousand  years  in 
thy  sight,  are  but  as  yesterday  when 
it  is  past,  and  as  a  watch  in  the  night. 
But  as  for  man,  his  days  are  as  grass; 
as  a  flower  of  the  field  so  he  flourish- 
eth;  for  the  wind  passeth  over  it,  and 
it  is  gone,  and  the  place  thereof 
knoweth  it  no  more. 

W e  appear  before  Thee,  to  close  in 
thy  presence,  another  of  the  revolu¬ 
tions  of  our  fleeting  existence;  ear- 
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nestly  praying,  that  the  season  may 
not  pass  away,  without  suitable  and 
serious  reflections.  O,  let  us  not  im¬ 
agine — in  spite  of  scripture,  and  ob¬ 
servation,  and  reason,  and  feeling, 
that  we  have  many  of  these  periods 
left  to  notice;  but  say  with  Job,  when 
a  few  years  are  come,  I  shall  go  the 
way  whence  I  shall  not  return.  It 
may  be  only  a  few  months,  or  weeks, 
or  days, — or  hours, — for  we  know  not 
at  what  hour  the  Son  of  man  cometh. 
But  we  know  that  our  life  is  a  va¬ 
pour,  that  approacheth  for  a  little 
time,  and  then  vanisheth  away;  we 
know  the  frailty  of  our  frame:  and  the 
numberless  diseases  and  disasters 
to  which  we  are  exposed — so  teach 
us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

What  numbers  of  our  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  and  many  of  them  much  more 
likely  to  have  continued  than  their 
survivers,  have,  during  the  past  year, 
been  carried  down  to  their  long  home 
• — but  we  have  been  preserved;  and 
are  living  to  praise  Thee  this  day. 
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Blessed  lie  the  God  of  salvation,  to 
whom  belong  the  issues  from  death, 
that  we  are  yet  in  the  regions  of  hope, 
that  we  have  yet  an  accepted  time, 
and  a  day  of  salvation;  and  that  our 
opportunity  of  doing  good,  as  well  as 
of  gaining  good,  are  still  prolonged. 
Y et  are  they  all  diminished  by  ano¬ 
ther  irreparable  loss;  and  the  reduc¬ 
ed  remainder,  with  every  trembling 
uncertainty  attached  to  it,  calls  upon 
us  to  say  with  growing  seriousness 
and  zeal,  I  must  work  the  works  of 
him  that  sent  me  while  it  is  day,  the 
night  cometh  wherein  no  man  can 
work. 

Thou  hast  commanded  us  to  remem? 
ber  all  the  way,  w  hich  Thou  hast  led 
us  in  the  wilderness.  The  scene  of 
our  journeyings  has  indeed  been  a 
wilderness;  but  the  hand  that  has 
conducted  us  is  divine ;  and  a  thous¬ 
and  privileges,  not  derivable  from 
our  condition,  have  been  experienced 
in  it. 

Thou  hast  corrected  us,  but  is  of 
the  Lord’s  mercies  we  are  not  con? 
sirnied,  .  '  | 
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We  have  had  our  afflictions,  but 
how  few  hare  they  been  in  number; 
how  short  in  continuance ;  how  alle¬ 
viated  in  degree;  how  merciful  in  de- 
sign;  how  instructive  and  useful  in 
their  results. 

With  regard  to  our  severest  exer- 
cises,  we  are  compelled  to  acknowl¬ 
edge,  Thou  hast  not  dealt  with  us 
after  our  sins,  neither  hast  Thou  re¬ 
warded  us  according  to  our  iniquities. 
It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  af¬ 
flicted. 

But  O,  what  a  series  of  bounties  and 
blessings,  present  themselves  to  our 
minds,  when  we  look  back  upon  the 
year  through  which  we  have  passed: 
and  to  what,  but  to  thine  unmeritted 
goodness  in  the  Son  of  thy  love,  are 
we  indebted  for  all.  Health,  strength, 
food,  raiment,  residence,  friends,  re¬ 
lations,  comfort,  pleasure,  hope,  use¬ 
fulness, — all  our  benefits  have  drop¬ 
ped  from  thy  gracious  hand:  and  there 
has  not  been  a  day,  or  an  hour,  or  a 
moment,  but  has  published  thy  kind? 
ness  and  thy  care. 
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Especially  would  we  acknowledge! 
thy  goodness  in  continuing  to  us  the! 
means  of  grace.  Whatever  has  been 
denied  us,  we  have  had  the  provisions! 
of  thy  house.  The  toils  and  trials  ol 
the  week,  have  been  refreshed  and 
relieved  by  the  delights  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath.  Our  eyes  have  seen  our  teach¬ 
ers.  Our  ears  have  heard  the  joyful! 
sound  of  the  gospel;  and  our  hearts 
have  often  said,  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us 
to  be  here. 

And  O,  that  every  moment  of  the1 
past  year  could,  if  called  upon — and 
it  will  be  called  upon,  bear  witness 
to  our  gratitude,  love  and  obedience. 
0,  that  it  was  not  in  its  power  to  con-1 
vict  us,  of  the  most  unworthy  requit-l 
als  of  thy  goodness.  To  Thee,  O  Lord, 
belong  glory  and  honor,  but  to  us 
shame  and  confusion  of  face.  O,  who' 
can  understand  his  errors,  O,  how 
many  duties  have  we  neglected  or  im¬ 
properly  performed.  How  little  have 
we  redeemed  our  time;  or  improved 
our  talents.  How  little  have  we  been, 
alive  to  thy  glory,  or  sought,  or  even 
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seized,  when  presented,  opportunities 
of  serving  our  generation.  How  uii- 
profited  have  we  been  under  the 
richest  means  of  religious  prosperity 
' — and,  when  for  the  time  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  teach  others,  we  have  need 
to  be  again  taught  ourselves,  .  what 
are  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles 
of  God. 

God  be  merciful  to  us  sinners.  Par¬ 
don  our  iniquity,  for  it  is  great. 
Cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness: 

and  work  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of 
thy  good  pleasure.  Let  us  not  carry 
one  of  our  old  sins  with  us  into  the 
new  year — un forgiven — unrepented 
of — unbewailed — unabhorred.  With 
a  new  portion  of  time,  may  we  have 
new  hearts;  and  become  new  crea¬ 
tures. 

If  this  year  we  should  die — and  in 
the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death,  may 
death  be  our  eternal  gain:  and  if  our 
days  are  prolonged,  may  we  walk 
before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living,  and  shew  forth  all  thy  praise. 
The  number  of  our  months  is  with 
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Thee.  In  thy  hand  our  breath  is,  and 
thine  are  all  our  ways.  Prepare  us 
for  all:  and  be  with  us  in  all:  and 
bring  us  safely  through  all,  into  the 
rest  that  remains  for  thy  people;  for 
the  sake  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour;  in 
whose  words  we  call  Thee,  Our  Far¬ 
ther,  &c.— Amen. 


Morning  devotions  for  the  New 

Year. 


HYMN  73.  L.  M. — Bremer. 

IDLEST  be  th’  Eternal,  Infinite! 

Whose  skill  conducts  this  rolling  sphere; 
Who  rules  our  day,  who  guards  our  night, 
And  guides  the  swift  revolving  year! 


2  Our  race  are  falling  ev’ry  hour, 
While  we,  distinguish’d,  yet  appear; 
’Tis  of  thy  matchless  love  and  pow’r, 
That  we  are  spar’d  another  year. 


3  0!  for  a  sweet  refreshing  time; — 
Father!  thy  children  wish  Thee  near- 
Come,  and  our  joys  shall  be  sublime, 
While  we  begin  another  year. 
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4  [Now  may  thy  Spirit’s  love  reveal, 

And  make  our  heav’nly  prospects  clear: 
Ourint’rest  in  them  may  we  feel, 

While  we  pass  on  from  year  to  yeaw 

5  May  that  good  Spirit  be  our  guide, 

During  our  stay  as  pilgrims  here; 

Nor  let  us  from  our  God  hack-slide, 

As  we  have  done  the  former  year.] 

6  Strengthen  our  faith,  increase  our  love. 

Fill  us  with  godly  filial  fear; 

And  to  thy  waiting  children  prove 
Thy  grace  thro’  ev’ry  fleeting  yean 

7  [This  truth  impress  on  ev’ry  soul, 

That  vast  eternity  is  near; 

That  time’s  swift  moments  onward  roll; 

To  bring  the  last — tiie  closing  year. 

<;  8  When  nature  in  a  blaze  shall  die, 

Or  death  conclude  our  being  here; 

Then  to  our  Jesus  may  we  fly, 

To  spend  a  never-ending  year! 

prayer. 

Of  old  hast  Thou  laid  the  founda- 
I  tion  of  the  earth;  and  the  heavens  are 
:  the  work  of  thy  hands.'  They  shall 
"perish,  but  Thou  shaft  endure;  yea, 
all  of  them  shall  wax  old  like,  a  gar- 
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men!;  as  a  vesture  shaft  Thou  change 
them,  and  they  shall  be  changed;  but 
Tli  ois  el  I'  t  the  same,  and  thy  years  ' 
shall  have  nb  end.  Through  all  the 
successions  of  time,  which  with  us  - 
constitute  the  past,  the  present,  and 
the  future,  I  AM  is  thy  name,  and 
this  is.  thy  memorial  in  all  genera¬ 
tions.  We  desire,  ©  God,  with  the  - 
profotmdest  reverence  to  contemplate  :■ 
the  eternity  of  thy  nature.  M ay  our  | 
minds  be  filled  with  elevation  and  l 

?  fc£Vjs  '  •  • 

grandeur,  at  the  thought  of  a  Being, 
with  whom  one  day  is  as  a  thousand  :■ 
years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one  | 
day;  a  Being,  who  amidst  all  the  re-  jtj 
volutions  of  empire,  a  ml  the  lapse  of; 
worlds,  feels  no  variableness  or  shad-  i 
ow  of  turning.  Mow  -glorious,  with  B 
immortality  attached  to  them,  are  all 
thy  attributes;  and  how  secure  are 
the  hopes’and  happiness  of  all  those,  ^ 
who  know  thy  name  ‘and  put  their  f 
trust  in  Thee.  *  f| 

May  we.  rejoice,  that  while  men  if 
die,  the  Lord  jiveth;  that  while  all 
creatures  are ibaacl  broken  reeds  and 

*  '  Jr  .'Jr- 

; 
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broken  cisterns,  he  is  the  Mock  of 
Ages,  and  the  Fountain  of  living  wa¬ 
ters.  O,  that  We  may  torn  away  our 
hearts  from  vanity;  and  among  all  the 
i  dissatisfactions  and  uncertainties-  of 
the  present  state,  look  after  an  inter¬ 
est  in  that  everlasting  covenant, 

■  which  is  ordered  in  all  things  and 
sure.  May  we  seek  after  a  union 
with  thyself,  as  the  strength  of  otir 
heart,  and  our  portion  forever,  and 
be  partakers  ourselves  of  the  immu¬ 
tability  we  adore;  for  Thou  hast  as- 
sured  us,  that  while  the  world  pass- 
eth  away,  and  the  lusts  thereof,  he 

-  that  doeth  the  will  of  God,  abideth 
forever. 

We  thank  Thee,  that  Thou  hast  re¬ 
vealed  to  ns  the  way  in  which  a  fal¬ 
len,  and  perishing  sinner  can  be  uni- 

■  ted  to  thyself;  and  that  Jesus  is  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  In  his 
name  we  come;  O,  receive  us  graci¬ 
ously;  justify  us  freely  from  all 
things;  renew  us  in  the  spirit  of  our 
minds;  and  Mess  us  with  all  spiritual 
blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ. 


By  the  lapse  of  our  days,  and  weeks,  * 
and  years,  which  we  are  called  upon 
so  often  to  remark,  may  we  be  re¬ 
minded  bow  short  our  life  is,  and  how 
soon  wTe  shall  close  our.  eyes  on  every 
prospect  below  the  sun;  and,  O,  suffer 
us  not  to  neglect  the  claim  of  eternity, 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  trifles  of  time; 
but  knowing  how  frail  we' are,  may 
we  be  wise  enough  to  choose  the  good 
part  which  shall  not  be  taken  away 
from  us;  and  before  we  leave  the 
present  evil  w  orld,  may  we  secure  an 
inheritance  in  another  and  a  better.  | 
May  thoughts  of  death  and  eternity  f 
so  impress  our  minds,  as  to  put  serK 
ousness  in  Our  prayers,  and  vigor  in  : 
pur  resolutions;  may  they  loosen  us  f 
from  an  undue  attachment  to  things 
seen  and  temporal ;  so  that  we  may 
weep  as  though  we  wept  not;  and  re¬ 
joice  as  if  we  rejoiced  not  \  g 

And  remembering  that  the  present 
life,  so  short,  so  uncertain— and  so  ./ 
much  of  which  is  already  vanished,  is  1 
the  only  opportunity  we  shall  ever 
have  for  usefulness,  may*  we  be  con- 
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corned*  with  holy  avarice,  to  redeem 
the-  time.  -May  we  be  alive  and 
awake,  at  every  call  of  charity  and 
piety.  May  we  feed  the  hungry,  and 
clothe  the  naked;  may  we  instruct  the 
ignorant;  reclaim  the  vicious;  forgive 
(the  offending;  diffuse  the  gospel;  and 
consider  one  another,  to  provoke  one 
another  unto  love  and  good  works, 
not  forsaking  the  assembling  our¬ 
selves  together,  as  the  manner  of  some 
is,  but  exhorting  one  another,  and  so 
much  the  more  as  we  sec  the  day  ap¬ 
proaching. 

As  we  have  entered  on  a  new  pe- 

Iriodof  life,  may  we  faithfully  exam¬ 
ine  ourselves,  to  see  what  has  been 
amiss,  in  our  former  temper  and  con¬ 
duct;  and  in  thy  strength,  may  we  re- 
•solve  to  correct  it.  -And  may  we  in- 
jquire  for  the  future — with  a  full  de¬ 
termination  to  reduce  our  knowledge 
to  practice,  Lord,  what  wilt  Thou 
have  me  to  do? 

I  Prepare  us  for  all  the  duties  of  the 
!  ensuing  year.  AH  the  wisdom  and  - 
strength,  necessary  for  the  perform- 


ance  of  them,  must  come  from  thy-, 
self;  may  we,  therefore,  lire  a  life  of 
self-distrust,  of  divine  ■  dependence, 
and  of  prayer;  may  we  ask  and  re¬ 
ceive,  that  our  joy  may  be  full;  may 
we  live  in  the  spirit  and  walk  in  the 
spirit. 

If  we  are  indulged  with  prosperity,' 
0,  let  not  our  prosperity  destroy  us,'; 
or  injure  us.  If  we  are  exercised- 
with  adversity,  suffer  us  not  to  sink 
in  the  hour  of  trouble,  or  sin  against 
God.  May  we  know  how  to  be  a- 
based,  without  despondence;  and  te| 
abound  without  pride,  if  our  rela-f 
live  comforts  are  continued  to  us,  may 
we  love  them  without  idolatry,  and; 
hold  them  at  thy  disposal;  and  if  they 
are  recalled  from  us,  may  we  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  say,  the  Lord  gave,  and  the 
Lord  hath  taken  away ;  and  blessed' 
be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  i  1 

Fit  us  for  all  events.  We  knowg 
not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth;  flub 
we  encourage  ourselves  in  the  Lord* 
our  God,  and  go  forward.  Nothing 
can  befal  us  by  chance.  Thou  hast  , 
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been  thus  far  our  helper;  Thou  hast 
promised  to  he  with  us  in  every  con¬ 
dition;  Thou  hast  engaged  to  make 
all  things  work  together  for  good;  all 
hy  ways  are  mercy  and  truth.  May 
re,  therefore,  be  careful  for  nothing, 
ut  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  sup- 
li cation  with  thanksgiving,  may  we 
akc  known  our  requests  unto  God; 
ud  may  the  peace  of  God  that  pas- 
eth  all  understanding,  keep  our 

hearts  and  minds,  through  Christ 
j  Jesus. 

t,  Bless,  O,  bless  the  young;  may  each 
them,  this  day,  hear  Thee,  saying, 
uy  son  give  me  thy  heart;  and,  from 
this  time,  may  they  cry  unto  Thee,  as 
Ihe  --guide  of  their  youth.  Regard 
Ihose  who  have  reached  the  years, 
wherein  they ‘say,  we  have  no  plea¬ 
sure  in  tlieoi.  If  old  in  sin,  may  they 
je  urged  to  embrace,  before  it  be  for- 
pver  too  late,  the  things  that  belong 
[o  their  peace;  and  if  old  in  grace,  up- 
|oId''  them  with  thy  free  Spirit,  and 
ielp  taem  to  remember,  that  now  is 
heir  salvation  nearer  than  when  they 
relieved. 


Bless  all  the  dear  connexions  at- 
tached  to  us  by  nature,  friendship  or 
religion.  Grace  be  to  them;  and  peace 
be  multiplied.  "  ' 

Let  our  country  share  thy  protec¬ 
tion  and  smiles.  Bless  our  rulers  and 
magistrates.  '  ' 

Bless  all  our  churches  and  congre¬ 
gations.  Bless  all  thy  ministers;  may 
thine  ordinances  in  their  hand  be 
enlivening  and  refreshing,  -and  thy 
word  effectual,  to  wound  and  to 
heal. 

May  this  be  a  year  remarkable  for 
the  conv  ersion  of  souls,  and  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  gospel.  Bless  all  mis¬ 
sionary  societies;  and  let  the  circling 
months  see  the  banners  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer  carried  forward;  till  all  na¬ 
tions  are  subdued  to  the  obedience  of 
faith.  Our  Father,  &e.—- Amen; 
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Morning  devotions  for  Good  Fri¬ 
day.* 

HYMN  74.  8.  8.  7.  8.  S.  7. — Lena. 

^EE  the  Lord  of  glory  (lying, 

*  See  him  gasping,  hear  him  crying. 

See  his  burthen’d  bosom  heave; 

Look,  yea  sinners,  ye  that  hung  him, 

Look,  how  deep  your  sins  have  stung  him. 
Dying  sinners,  look  and  live. 

2  See  the  rocks  and  mountains  shaking, 

Earth  unto  her  centre  quaking, 

Nature’s  groans  awake  the  dead; 

Look  on  Phoebus,  struck  with  wonder. 

While  the  peals  of  legal  thunder 
Smite  the  blest  Redeemer’s  head: 

3  Heaven’s  bright  melodious  legions, 

Chanting  to  the  tuneful  regions, 

Cease  to  trill  the  quivering  string: 

Songs  seraphic  all  suspended, 

Till  the  mighty  war  is  ended 
By  the  all-victorious  King: 

4  Hell,  and  all  the  powers  infernal, 

Vanquish’d  by  the  King  eternal, 

When  he  pour’d  the  vital  flood! 

A  day  set  apart  by  the  church  to  commemorate  our  Saviour’s 
sufferings  and  death. 
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By  his  groans,  which  shook  creation, 

Lo!  we  found  the  proclamation, 

“Peace  and  pardon  through  his  blood/5 

5  Shout,  ye  saints,  with  admiration; 

Fill  with  songs  the  wide  creation, 

Since  he’s  risen  from  the  grave; 

Shout  with  joy  and  acclamation, 

To  the  Rock  of  your  salvation, 

Who  alone  hath  power  to  save. 

6  Bear  with  patience  tribulation, 

Overcoming  all  temptation, 

’Till  the  glorious  jubilee; 

Soon  he’ll  come,  with  bursts  of  thunder, 
Then  shall  we  adore  and  wonder. 

Singing  on  the  highest  key.  flj 

7  See  the  blissful  scene  before  us; 

Join  the  universal  chorus; 

Bid  the  flowing  numbers  rise! 

Songs  immortal  sweetly  sounding, 

Notes  angelic  loud  rebounding, 

Trembling  round  the  vocal  skies. 

PRATER. 

O,  Thou  King  eternal,  immortal* 
and  invisible.  Though  Thou  art  past 
finding  out  unto  perfection,  we  rejoice 
that  we  are  not  called  to  worship  an 
unknown  God.  Thou  hast  not  left  thy- 
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self  without  witness.  We  bless  Thee 
for  the  revelation  Thou  hast  given 
us;  and  that  in  thy  word  we  can  view 
Thee,  as  the  Father  of  mercies,  and 
the  God  of  all  grace.  All  thy  works 
and  thy  ways  correspond  with  the 
name  Thou  hast  assumed,  and  demand 
and  justify  our  confidence  in  Thee. 
We  praise  Thee  for  the  displays  of 
thy  goodness  in  the  prod  uctions  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  bounties  of  thy  provi¬ 
dence:  but  above  all,  for  thine  ines¬ 
timable  love,  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world,  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  for 
the  means  of  grace,  and  for  the  hope 
of  glory  . 

Herein  Thou  hast  commended  thy 
love,  to  us;  in  that  while  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us. 

We  find  ourselves  this  morning  at 
the  foot  of  the  cross,  w  here  angels  are 
desiring  to  look  into  these  things — 
and  if  they  who  need  no  repentance, 
study  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  the 
glory  that  should  follow,  O,  how  much 
more  should  we,  to  whom  they  are 
not  only  true,  and  wonderful,  and 
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sublime,  but  all-important,  and  infin¬ 
itely  interesting.  Help  us,  O  Lord, 
to  turn  aside  and  see  this  great  sight; 
and  not  suffer  a  dying  Saviour  to  ad¬ 
dress  us  in  vain — Is  it  nothing  to  you, 
all  ye  that  pass  by?  Behold  and  see, 
if  ever  there  was  sorrow  like  unto 
my  sorrow.  w 

Here  may  we  see  the  value  of  our 
souls,  in  the  price  paid  for  their  de¬ 
liverance:  and  instead  of  neglecting 
them,  or  exposing  them,  for  the  vani¬ 
ties  of  time  and  sense:  may  we  regard 
them,  according  to  the  estimation  in 
which  they  were  holden  by  him,  who 
gave  his  life  a  ransom  for  many. 
Here,  may  we  contemplate  the  evil 
of  sin,  and  abhor  it  here,  look  upon 
him  whom  we  have  pierced,  and 
mourn  for  him.  Yet  remembering 
that  he  was  not  only  slain  by  us,  but 
for  us:  may  we  rejoice  in  our  tears: 
and  by  believing  enter  into  rest. 

With  humble  and  holy  confidence 
may  we  be  enabled  to  say,  surely,  he 
hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried 
pur  sorrows:  the  chastisement  of  our 
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peace  was  upon  him,  and  by  his  stripes 
we  are  healed. 

May  we  never  degrade  his  death 
by  fearing  that  it  will  not  be  available 
for  guilt,  so  great  and  aggravated  as 
ours,  even  if  we  depend  upon  it,  and 
plead  it  before  God:  but  be  fully  per¬ 
suaded,  that  his  blood  cleanseth  from 
all  sin:  and  that  by  the  offering  lip  of 
himself,  he  hath  perfected  forever 
them  that  are  sanctified. 

Yet  O  God,  never  suffer  us  to  sin 
that  grace  may  abound.  May  we 
never  crucify  the  Saviour  afresh  and 
put  him  to  an  open  shame.  May  he 
never  be  wounded  in  the  house  of  his 
professing  friends.  Rather  may  we 
live  only  and  wholly  for  him,  who 
died  for  us;  and  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
God  our  Saviour,  in  all  things. 

May  our  old  man  be  crucified  with 
him:  and  the  body  of  sin  be  destroyed, 
that  henceforth  we  may  not  serve  sin. 
May  we  be  planted  together  in  the 
likeness  of  his  death.  As  he  suffered 
for  us,  leaving  us  an  example,  that  we 
should  follow  his  steps;  may  we  learn 


of  him,  submission  and  meekness,  and 
forgiveness  of  injuries;  when  reviled, 
may  we  revile  not  again;  when  suf¬ 
fering,  may  we  threaten  not,  but  com¬ 
mit  ourselves  to  him  that  judgeth 
righteously. 

Like  him  in  all  the  afflictions  of 
life,  may  we  look  to  the  hand  that  pre¬ 
pares  and  presents  them;  and  say,  the 
cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me, 
shall  I  not  drink  it? 

Whatever  be  the  cross  we  are  re¬ 
quired  to  bear,  may  we  look  before 
us,  and  see  him  carrying  a  much 
heavier;  carrying  it  for  us:  and  carry¬ 
ing  it  without  a  murmur — 

Then  let  our  pains  be  all  forgot,  T" 

Our  hearts  no  more  repine — 

Our  sufferings  are  not  worth  a  thought, 

When,  Lord,  compared  with  thine. 

Convert  and  pardon  all  those,  who 
by  their  lives  or  doctrine,  are  the 
enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  Have 
mercy  upon  the  descendants  of  those 
who  shed  his  blood:  and  let  his  dying 
prayer  be  answered,  Father,  forgive 
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them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do. 

As  Thou  hast  made  his  soul  an  of¬ 
fering  for  sin,  may  he  see  his  seed, 
and  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleasure 
of  the  Lord  prosper  in  his  hand.  May 
he  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be 
satisfied:  and  by  his  knowledge  may 
he  justify  many,  having  borne  their 
iniquities. 

Yea,  having  been  lifted  up  from  the 
earth,  may  he  draw  all  men  unto  him; 
may  all  kings  fall  down  before  him, 
and  all  nations  serve  him;  and  in  all 
the  earth  which  he  has  purchased 
with  his  blood,  may  there  be  one  Lord, 
and  his  name  one. 

And  when  lie,  who  made  himself  of 
no  reputation,  took  upon  him  the  form 
of  a  servant,  and  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the 
cross,  shall  come  in  his  glory,  with  all 
the  holy  angels,  may  we  be  enabled 
to  say,  even  so,  come  Lord  Jesus;  and. 
unite  with  those,  who  will  be  eter¬ 
nally  employed  in  saying — Unto  him 
that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from 
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our  sins  in  his  own  Wood,  and  hath 
made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God, 
and  to  his  Father,  be  glory  and  do¬ 
minion  forever  and  ever. — -Amen. 


Evening  devotions  for  Good  Fri¬ 
day. 

H  Y  M  N  75.  L.  M. — Kingsbridge. 

5HPIS  finish’d,  the  Redeemer  cries;  f 

Then  lowly  bows  his  fainting  head: 

And  soon  th’  expiring  sacrifice  | 

Sinks  to  the  regions  of  the  dead.  Tf 

2  ’Tis  done — the  mighty  work  is  done! 

For  men  or  angels  much  too  great; 

Which  none  but  God's  eternal  Son, 

Or  w  ould  attempt,  or  could  complete. 

3 3 4  5Tis  done — old  things  are  past  away, 

And  a  new  state  of  things  begun; 

A  kingdom  which  shall  ne’er  decay, 

But  shall  outlast  the  circling  sun. 

'V'' ■  *  /■  \  '  -d  .  >  ,  ■ .  •  •  .<  •  ■•.v':  ■f’. r  '  f.  *  ii “  'yr'  '  y.  •  'V'  ■'  y' J8?' •  *>  v^BI 

4  A  new  account  of  time  begins;  >.  | 

Now  our  clear  Lord  resumes  his  breath, 
Charg’d  with  our  sorrows  and  our  sins; 

Our  lives  to  ransom  bv  his  death. 
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5  Once  lie  was  dead,  but  now  lie  reigns* 

He  lives,  he  lives,  he  lives  again: 

Let’s  tell  our  joys  in  pious  strains, 

And  spread  the  glory  of  thy  name. 

PRAYER. 

O  Thou,  whose  name  alone  is  Je¬ 
hovah,  the  Most  High  over  all  the 
earth;  we  desire  to  adore  thy  perfec¬ 
tions,  and  to  admire  thy  works,  which 
are  sought  out  of  all  them  that  have 
pleasure  therein. 

Thou  art  the  only  wise  God.  Thy 
power  is  Almighty.  Whither  can 
we  go  from  thy  presence,  or  whither 
can  we  flee  from  thy  Spirit?  Thou 
art  holy  in  all  thy  ways.  And  such 
is  thy  purity,  that  even  the  heavens 
are  not  clean  in  thy  sight. 

How  shall  we  come  before  the 
Lord,  or  bow  before  the  high  God? 
We  have  no  offering  of  our  own  to 
bring.  No  man  can  redeem  his  bro¬ 
ther,  or  give  to  God  a  ransom  for  him. 
The  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  could 
not  take  away  sin.  The  law  itself 
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made  nothing  perfect — but  the  bring¬ 
ing  in  of  a  better  hope  did,  by  the 
which  we  draw  nigh  to  God.  _  | 

Yes,  Messed  be  thy  name,  Thou 
hast  shown  us  what  is  good;  and  we 
behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  w  ho  is  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for 
ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world. 

Here  a  foundation  is  laid  for  our 
hope,  in  connexion  with  the  highest 
glory  of  all  thy  perfections;  and  we  ; 
rejoice  to  think,  that  while  pleading 
for  salvation  by  the  blood  of  the  cross, 
we  ask  Thee  not  to  deny  thyself,  or  | 
to  trample  on  thy  holy  law ;  for  here,  f 
thy  law  is  magnified  and  made  honor-  f 
able;  here,  all  thy  attributes  are  de¬ 
veloped  and  harmonized;  mercy  and 
truth  meet  together;  righteousness 
and  peace  kiss  each  other. 

Here,  weary  and  heavy  laden,  may  ’ 
we  come  for  relief,  and  find  rest  unto 
our  souls.  May  we  take  fresh  views 
of  this  adorable  sacrifice,  under  a  "\ 
sense  of  our  constant  unworthiness 
and  desert;  and  in  all  our  approaches  ■ 

i 
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to  Thee,  may  we  have  boldness  and 
access  witli  confidence,  by  the  faith 
of  him. 

May  we  not  only  rely  upon  his 
cross,  but  glory  in  it.  Yea,  may  we 
join  in  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  by  whom  we  have  now  re¬ 
ceived  the  atonement.  And  may  we 
be  able,  individually,  to  say,  I  am 
crucified  with  Christ;  nevertheless  I 
live,  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me; 
and  the  life  that  I  now  live  in  the 
flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
God,  who  loved  me  and  gave  himself 
for  me. 

We  are  thankful,  that  as  he  atoned 
for  our  guilt,  so  he  procured  for  us 
the  grace  of  life,  that  the  blessing  of 
Abraham  might  come  upon  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  and  that  he  might  receive  the 
promise  of  the  Spirit  through  faith. 
May  we  never  separate  the  pardon 
and  sanctification  which  Thou  hast 
joined  together.  May  we  prove,  that 
he  gave  himself — not  only  for  our 
sins,  but  that  he  might  deliver  us  from 
the  present  evil  world;  yea,  that  he 
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might  redeem  us  from  a!!  iniquity,  and 
purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people, 
zealous  of  good  works. 

And,  O,  that  in  every  future  mo¬ 
ment  of  oer  existence,  we  mav  be 
constrained  to  live,  not  to  ourselves, 
but  to  him  that  died  for  us,  and  rose 
again.  As  he  so  loved  us,  may  we 
also  love  one  another:  and  never  deem 
any  thing  too  great  to  do,  or  to  suffer, 
while  endeavoring  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  is  lost. 

May  the  hearts  which  are  too  hard 
to  me  broken  by  terror,  be  melted  by 
love,  and  gained  by  confidence.  May 
none  of  those  who  are  desirous  of  re¬ 
turning  to  Thee,  be  discouraged  by  a 
fear  of  rejection:  but  calling  to  re¬ 
membrance  and  belief,  the  infinite 
proof  which  thou  hast  already  exhib-  j 
ited  of  thy  benevolence,  thus  judge — 
He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but 
delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall 
he  not,  with  him,  freely  give  us  all 
things.  I 

Smile  upon  our  country.  Let  all 
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the  churches  of  the  faithful,  be  ed¬ 
ified  and  multiplied.  Bless  all  the 
ministers  of  the  everlasting  gospel; 
and  may  they  increasingly  determine 
to  know  nothing,  save  Jesus  Christ, 
and  him  crucified. 

Increase  the  number  of  those  who 
love  his  salvation ;  and  as  he  gave 
himself  a  ransom  for  all,  may  it  be 
testified  in  due  time,  that  he  may 
have  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth 
for  his  possession;  and  reign  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords. 

In  his  words  we  conclude  our  de¬ 
votions.  Our  Father,  which  art,  &c* 
Amen. 

! 
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Morning  devotions  for  Easter  Sun* 

.  day.* 

HYMN  76.  L.  M. — Litchfield.  ■; 

^|UR  Lord  is  risen  from  the  dead, 

Our  Jesus  is  gone  up  on  high;  ' 

The  pow’rs  of  hell  are  captive  led, 

Dragg’d  to  the  portals  of  the  sky.  I 

2  There  his  triumphal  chariot  waits, 

And  angels  chant;  the  solemn  lay; 

“Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  heav’nly  gates, 

Ye  everlasting  doors,  give  way!’’  ; 

3  Loose  all  your  bars  of  massy  light, 

And  wide  unfold  the  radiant  scene:  v 

He  claims  those  mansions  as  his  right,  " 

Receive  the  King  of  glory  in. 

4  “Who  is  the  King  of  glory,  who?*5 
The  Lord  that  all  his  foes  overcame, 

The  world,  sin,  death,  and  hell  overthrew,, 

And  Jesus  is  the  conq’ror's  name. 

5  Lo!  his  triumphant  chariot  waits, 

And  angels  chant  the  solemn  lay, 

“Lift  up  your  heads,  ye  heav’nly  gates! 

Ye  everlasting  doors,  give  way!’5 

*  A  day  set  apart  by  the  church  to  commemorate  our  Saviour's 
resurrection. 
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6  “Who  is  the  King  of  glory,  who?5’ 

The  Lord  of  boundless  powT  possest; 

The  King  of  saints,  and  angels  too, 

God  oye  r  all,  forever  blest. 

PRAYER* 

When  we  consider  the  heavens  the 
work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the 
stars  which  Thou  hast  ordained;  Lord 
what  is  man,  that  Thou  art  mindful 
of  him,  or  the  son  of  man  that  Thou 
visitest  him.  We  are  not  worthy  of 
an  audience  at  thy  footstool — we  are 
not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mer¬ 
cies— our  sins  have  even  called  aloud 
for  vengeance. 

But  Thou  hast  not  executed  upon 
us  the  fierceness  of  thy  anger — be¬ 
cause  Thou  art  good  as  well  as  great; 
and  thy  goodness  constitutes  thy 
greatness.  Thou  hast  turned  our 
very  fall  into  an  occasion  of  improv¬ 
ing  our  condition,  by  advancing  us  to 
the  possession  of  more  and  greater 
blessings  than  we  originally  enjoyed; 
so  that  we  not  only  have  life,  but  have 
it  more  abundantly. 
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For  this  purpose  the  Son  of  thy  love 
was  manifested;  and  in  the  fullness  of 
time,  we  behold  him  assuming  our 
nature,  and  coming  into  our  world, 
not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  min¬ 
ister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for 
many.  We  rejoice  to  see,  in  his  re¬ 
lease  from  the  prison  of  the  grave, 
the  evidence  of  the  all-sufficiency  and 
acceptation  he  offered  on  the  cross. 
O,  help  us  to  consider  him  as  a  risen 
Saviour;  and  may  we  feel  the  power 
of  his  resurrection,  in  establishing 
our  faith,  enlivening  our  hope,  and 
securing  our  sanctification.  May  we 
not  only  believe  his  resurrection,  but 
partake  of  it,  and  resemble  it,  that 
like  as  Christ  was  raised  from  the 
dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even 
so,  we  also  might  walk  in  newness  of 
life;  reckoning  ourselves  to  be  dead 
indeed  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

And  if  risen  with  Christ,  may  we 
give  evidence  of  it,  and  act  becoming 
it,  in  seeking  those  things  that  are 
above. 


EASTER  SUNDAY. 


537 


V 


May  we  never  leave  our  spiritual 
and  everlasting  condition,  undecided 
and  unknown;  may  we  never  be  satis¬ 
fied,  till  we  are  able  to  say,  Blessed  . 
be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who,  according  to  his 
abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten  us 
again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  re¬ 
surrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the 
dead;  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible, 
undefiled  and  that  fadeth  not  away, 
reserved  in  heaven  for  us. 

In  all  our  difficulties  and  dangers, 
may  we  rejoice  that  he  who  was 
dead,  is  alive  again,  to  plead  for  us, 
to  defend  us,  and  to  supply  us,  and  has 
the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death. 

In  all  the  afflictions  of  life,  in  the 
decay  of  nature,  and  when  looking 
into  the  horrors  of  the  grave,  may  we 
with  humble  and  holy  confidence  be 
able  to  say,  that  I  know  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  and  shall  stand  at  the  latter 
day  upon  the  earth:  and  though,  after 
my  skin,  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet 
in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  ‘Sod. 

Are  we  called  to  mourn  over  the 
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loss  of  our  dear  and  pious  connexions? 
Let  us  not  sorrow  as  those  who  have 
no  hope;  but  comfort  one  another 
with  these  words — That  Jesus  died 
and  rose  again,  and  them  that 
sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with 
him.  1| 

We  glory  in  the  victory  which  our 
risen  Saviour  has  obtained,  not  only 
over  death  and  the  grave,  but  the 
powers  of  darkness ;  we  rejoice  that 
he  has  set  judgment  in  the  earth,  and 
that  the  isles  are  waiting  for  his  law; 
that  his  word  is  translating  into  every 
language,  and  his  servants  entering 
every  clime.  We  hail  what  he  has 
done  as  a  pledge  of  his  universal  tri¬ 
umph.  And  though  we  yet  see  not 
all  things  actually  put  under  him,  we 
see  him,  for  the  suffering  of  death, 
crowned  with  glory  and  honor;  and 
in  possession  of  all  the  resources,  ne¬ 
cessary  to  accomplish  the  benevolent 
designs  of  his  heart;  and  he  must  reign  | 
till  all  his  enemies  are  under  his  foot¬ 
stool.  ? 
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Through  him,  as  the  once  suffer¬ 
ing,  but  now  exalted  Saviour,  we 
address  Thee,  as  our  Father,  &c. — 
Amen, 


Evening  devotions  for  Easter  Sun* 

day. 

HYMN  77.  L.  M _ Park  Street. 

W  KNOW  that  my  Redeemer  lives; 

What  comfort  this  sweet  sentence  gives! 

He  lives,  he  lives,  who  once  was  dead, 

He  lives  my  everlasting  head! 

2  He  lives  triumphant  from  the  grave, 

He  lives  eternally  to  save; 

He  lives  all  glorious  in  the  sky, 

He  lives  exalted  there  on  high. 

3  He  lives  to  bless  me  with  his  love, 

He  lives  to  plead  for  me  above; 

He  lives  my  hungry  soul  to  feed, 

He  lives  to  help  in  time  of  need. 

4  He  lives  to  grant  me  fresh  supply, 

He  lives  to  guide  me  with  his  eye; 
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He  lives  to  comfort  me  when  faint,  | 

He  lives  to  hear  my  soul’s  complaint* 

5  He  lives  to  silence  all  my  fears, 

He  lives  to  stoop  and  wipe  my  tears; 

He  lives  to  calm  my  troubled  heart, 

*>  ' 

He  lives  all  blessings  to  impart. 

$  He  lives  my  kind,  wise,  heav’nly  friend. 

He  lives  and  loves  me  to  the  end;  ■  ■ 

He  lives,  and  while  he  lives,  I’ll  sing, 

He  lives  my  prophet,  priest  and  king. 

7  He  lives,  and  grants  me  daily  breath,  ; 

He  lives,  and  1  shall  conquer  death;  ! 

He  lives  my  mansion  to  prepare, 

He  lives  to  bring  me  safely  there.  : 

S  He  lives,  all  glory  to  his  name! 

He  lives,  my  Jesus,  still  the  same;  | 

O  the  sweet  joy  this  sentence  gives, 

1  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives!  fflM 

■ 

/ 

PRAYER. 

O,  Thou  ever  Messed  God,  we  re-, 
joiceto  think,  Thou  hast  determined 
to  get  thyself  honor,  in  this  apostate, 
part  of  thy  empire;  not  by  the  merited 
infliction  of  thy  justice,  but  the  dis¬ 
plays  of  thy  goodness.  For  Thou 
hast  said,  mercy  shall  be  built  up  for¬ 
ever,  a  monument  higher  than  the 
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heavens,  more  durable  than  eternity, 
and  inscribed  to  the  praise  of  the 
glory  of  thy  grace,  wherein  Thou 
hast'  made  us  accepted  in  the  belov¬ 
ed. 

We  bless  Thee,  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  and  revelation  of  the  one  only 
Mediator  between  Thee  and  us;  by 
whose  death  sinners  are  reconciled, 
and  by  whose  life  they  are  saved. 
Thou  hast  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of 
us  all.  Surely  he  hath  borne  our 
griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows;  the 
chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
•  him,  and  with  his  stripes  we  are  heal¬ 
ed. 

Establish  in  our  minds  a  full  per¬ 
suasion,  that  he  was  delivered  for 
our  offences,  and  raised  again  for  our 
justification;  and  may  we  above  all 
■  things,  be  concerned  to  know  not  only 
that  he  is  risen  again,  but  that  we 
are  quickened  together  with  Christ, 
and  raised  up,  and  made  to  sit  with 
him  in  heavenly  places.  May  we 
hold  communion  with  him,  as  a  living 
and  reigning  Saviour;  able  to  carry 
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on  our  cause,  and  save  unto  the  ut-  i 
termost,  all  that  come  unto  God  by 
him.  v  T 

Is  he  not  head  over  all  things  unto 
his  body  the  church?  Is  he  not  exalt-  * 
ed  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour?  Has 
he  not  assured  us,  that  because  he 
lives,  we  shall  live  also?  May  we 
view  him  as  the  first  fruits  of  them 
that  sleep;  and  believe,  that  as  in 
Adam  all  died,  even  so  in  Christ  shall 
all  be  made  alive.  May  we  view  his 
resurrection,  not  only  as  the  pledge, 
but  the  model  of  our  own;  knowing 
that  he  shall  not  only  change  our  vile 
body,  but  fashion  it  like  his  own 
glorious  body,  according  to  the  work-  j 
ing,  whereby  he  is  able  to  subdue  all 
things  unto  himself.  : 

Thou  hast  appointed  a  day  in  which  j 
Thou  wilt  judge  the  world  in  righte¬ 
ousness,  by  that  man  whom  Thou  hast  jj 
ordained:  and  Thou  hast  given  as¬ 
surance  of  it  unto  all  men,  in  that  ! 
Thou  hast  raised  him  from  the  dead.  s 
O,  save  us  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb.  May  we  tremble  at  the 
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thought  of  appearing  before  him,  if 
we  neglect  his  salvation,  despised  his 
precious  blood,  and  resisted  his  Holy 
Spirit. 

Get  not  the  head  stone  of  the  cor¬ 
ner,  be  a  stone  of  stumbling  and  a 
rock  of  offence;  but  as  he  is  chosen  of 
God,  and  precious,  may  lie  be  precious 
to  us.  And  while  he  is  living  for  us 
in  heaven,  may  we  be  living  for  him 
on  earth.  May  we  esteem  it  our 
highest  honor  to  be  like  him;  and  feel 
it  our  greatest  pleasure  to  serve  him. 

And  let  all  those  of  the  house  of 
Israel  know  assuredly,  that  Thou 
hast  made  the  same  Jesus  whom  their 
fathers  crucified  both  Lord  and  Christ. 
May  the  veil  be  taken  from  their 
heart;  and  may  they  behold,  as  in  a 
glass,  his  glory. 

As  a  nation  be  merciful,  unto  us,  and 
bless  us.  May  this  Christian  country 
be  a  country  of  Christians:  and  let  all 
who  name  the  name  of  Christ,  depart 

from  iniquity. 

Bless  all  those  who  preach  Jesus 
and  the  resurrection.  May  they 
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preach  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sentdowri  1 
from  heaven.  May  their  sound  go 
into  all  the  earth;  and  their  words 
unto  the  end  of  the  world.  ' 

As  yet,  after  all  that  we  have  read, 
and  heard,  and  experienced,  we  know 
but  little  of  the  value  of  the  gospel; 
but  we  know  enough  to  induce  us  to 
be  thankful  for  our  religious  advanta¬ 
ges;  to  sympathize  with  those  who 
are  without  Christ;  and  to  pray,  that 
in  him  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
may  be  blessed,  and  all  generations 
call  him  blessed. 

Now  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought 
again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus, 
that  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting 
covenant,  make  us  perfect  in  every 
good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in 
us  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  , 
sight,  through  Jesus  Christ;  to  whom 
be  glory  forever  and  ever. — Amen. 
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Morning  devotions  for  Whitsun » 


HYMN  78.  L.  M. — German  Air. 

|T|EAR  Lord,  and  shall  thy  Spirit  rest 
In  such  a  wretched  heart  as  mine? 
Unworthy  dwelling!  glorious  Guest! 

Favor  astonishing,  divine! 

"%  When  sin  prevails,  and  gloomy  fear, 

And  hope  almost  expires  in  night, 

Lord,  can  thy  Spirit  then  be  here, 

Great  spring  of  comfort,  life  and  light? 

3  Sure  the  blest  Comforter  is  nigh; 

Tis  he  sustains  my  fainting  heart; 

Else  would  niy  hopes  forever  die* 

And  ev’ry  cheering  ray  depart. 

.  ■  ■  •  * 

4  When  some  kind  promise  giads  my  soulj 

Do  I  not  find  his  healing  voice 
The  tempest  of  my  fears  control, 

And  bid  my  drooping  pow’rs  rejoice? 

5  When  e’er  to  call  the  Saviour  mine, 

With  ardent  wish  my  heart  aspires; 

*  A  festival  observed  in  remembrance  of  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  upon  the  apostles. —  Acts  ii.  3= 
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Can  it  be  less  than  pow-r  divide, 

Which  animates  these  strong  desires? 

6  What  less  than  thine  Almighty  word 
Can  raise  my  heart  from  earth  and  dusts 
And  bid  me  cleave  to  Thee,  my  Lord, 

My  life,  my  treasure,  and  my  trust? 

7  And  when  my  cheerful  hope  can  say, 

“I  love  my  God,  and  trust  his  grace;” 

Lord,  is  it  not  thy  blissful  ray, 

Which  brings  this  dawn  of  sacred  peace? 

8  Let  thy  kind  Spirit  in  my  heart, 

Forever  dwell,  O  God  of  love. 

And  light  and  heav’nly  peace  impart* 

Sweet  earnest  of  the  joys  above. 

PRAYER. 

O  Got!,  TIi on  hast  established  thy 
throne  in  the  heavens,  and  thy  king¬ 
dom  ruleth  over  all;  and  all  nations 
before  Thee  are  as  nothing.  Yet, 
blessed  be  thy  name,  it  is  only  in  com¬ 
parison  with  thy  infinite  greatness, 
that  they  are  nothing — not  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  thy  condescension,  and  kind¬ 
ness,  and  eare.  Even  as  individuals 
we  have  been  the  charge  of  thy  prov- 
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idence;  goodness  and  mercy  have  al¬ 
ways  attended  ns;  and  having  obtain¬ 
ed  help  of  Thee,  we  continue  to  this 
day.  Thou  hast  been  mindful  oi  our 
souls  as  well  as  of  our  bodies;  yea, 
Thou  wast  pleased  to  form  a  purpose 
of  grace  in  our  favor;  and  devise 
means  the  most  glorious,  to  deliver 
us  from  the  degradation,  and  misery, 
and  perdition  of  sin;  and  to  make 
us  partakers  of  the  hope  of  eternal 

life. 

'  We  bless  Thee  for  the  dispensation 
of  religion,  under  which  it  is  our  ex¬ 
alted  privilege  to  live.  How  superi¬ 
or  are  our  advantages,  to  those  enjoy¬ 
ed  by  many  of  thy  people  in  earlier 
ages.  The  law  was  given  by  Moses, 
but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus 
Christ.'  Prophets  and  righteous  men 
desired  to  see  the  things  which  we 
see,  and  did  not  see  them;  and  to  hear 
the  things  which  we  hear,  and  did 
not  hear  them;  but  blessed  are  our 
eyes  for  they  see,  and  our  ears  for 
they  hear.  Instead  of  a  portion  of 
revelation,  we  have  the  sacred  scrip-- 
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tures  complete.  Instead  of  Use  black¬ 
ness,  and  darkness,  and  tempest  of 
Sinai,  we  have  the  milder  glories,  and 
the  small  still  voice  of  Zion.  We 
have  not  received  the  spirit  of  bond¬ 
age  again  to  fear;  but  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba, 
Father. 

We  praise  Thee  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  glorious  gospel,  w  hich  at 
the  first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the 
Lord,  and  was  confirmed  unto  us  by 
them  that  heard  him;  God  also  bear¬ 
ing  them  witness,  with  signs  and 
wonders,  and  with  divers  miracles 
and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  according 
to  his  own  will.  We  rejoice,  that 
though  his  supernatural  agency  has 
ceased,  with  its  necessity,  the  minis¬ 
try  of  the  Spirit  continues,  and  that 
his  saving  influences  are  confined  to 
no  period  of  the  church.  All  that 
have  been  enlightened  and  renewed 
since  the  fall,  have  been  the  subjects 
of  his  operation;  and  with  Thee  is  the 
residue  of  the  Spirit. 

We  rejoice,  that  as  there  is  no 
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blessing  we  so  much  need,  so  there  is 
no  blessing  we  are  so  much  encour¬ 
aged  to  implore:  for  thy  truth  has  said 
— if  ye,  being  evil,  know'  how  to  give 
good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how 
much  more  shall  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven,  give  his  Holy  Spirit  unto 
them  that  ask  him. 

O  Thou  God  of  all  grace,  fulfil  the 
word  unto  thy  servants,  upon  which 
Thou  hast  caused  us  to  hope.  Impart 
unto  us  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  open  the 
eyes  of  our  understanding,  to  sanctify 
our  affections,  to  comfort  our  hearts, 
to  glorify  Christ,  by  taking  of  the 
things  of  Christ,  and  showing  them  to 
us. 

May  we  never  commit  the  sin 
against  the  Holy  Ghost.  Never 
quench  the  Spirit.  Never  resist  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Never  grieve  the  Holy 
Spirit.  But  may  we  pray  in  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghost;  and  worship  God  in  the 
Spirit;  and  be  lead  by  the  Spirit;  and 
be  filled  with  the  Spirit. 

May  we  always  view  the  com¬ 
mands  in  connexion  with  thy  prom- 
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ises;  our  duties  and  trials  in  connex¬ 
ion  with  our  resources.  Great  is  our 
■work;  great  is  our  warfare;  and  far 
greater  than  we  ever  yet  felt  it  to  be, 
is  our  weakness.  But  our  sufficiency 
is  of  God;  and  Thou  hast  said,  I  will 
nev  er  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee — 
not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by 
my  Spirit  saith  the  Lord. 

Let  the  goings  of  our  God  and  our 
King,  be  seen  in  the  sanctuary;  and 
when  thy  truth  is  dispensed,  let  it 
come  to  those  who  hear  it,  not  in 
word  only,  but  in  power,  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  with  much  assur¬ 
ance. 

And  bless,  not  only  the  gates  of 
Zion,  but  all  the  dwelling  places  of 
Jacob.  May  every  family  contain  a 
church  in  the  house.  Pour  thy  bless¬ 
ing  upon  our  seed,  and  thy  Spirit  up¬ 
on  our  offspring;  and  may  the  rising 
race  grow  up,  the  ornaments,  exam¬ 
ples  and  benefactors  of  their  day  and 
generation. 

To  Thee  we  commend  all  who  have 
the  rule  over  us;  we  implore  thy  fa- 
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voluble  regards  to  the  privileged 
country  in  which  we  live.  Humble 
us  before  Thee  for  our  sins,  especially 
our  neglect  and  abuse  of  our  religious 
advantages.  Withdraw  not  from  us 
the  blessings  we  have  forfeited;  and 
indict  not  upon  us  the  judgments  we 
have  deserved.  But  spare  us  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  greatness  of  thy  mer¬ 
cy. 

And  from  our  land  of  vision,  may 
the  light  break  forth  upon  all  those 
who  are  in  darkness,  and  the  region 
of  the  shadow  of  death. 

Bless  all  missionary  exertions.  Let 
the  various  societies  employed  in  this 
work  of  faith,  and  labor  of  love  view 
each  other  with  pleasure,  and  rejoice 
in  each  other’s  success;  and  if  not  in 
immediate  and  personal  co-operation, 
yet  in  accordance,  and  tendency,  and 
design,  may  they  stand  fast  in  one 
spirit,  with  one  mind,  striving  to¬ 
gether  for  the  faith  of  the  gospel.  Let 
those  who  remain  at.  home  hold  forth 
the  word  of  life  in  their  own  circles, 
and  be  concerned  to  evangelize  the 
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districts  in  which  they  reside.  But 
O,  let  there  not  be  a  deficiency  of 
those,  who  offer  themselves  to  the 
help  of  the  Lord,  among  the  heathen, 
and  say,  Lord  send  me.  Let  it  be 
said,  as  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  the 
gospel — the  Lord  gave  the  word, 
great  was  the  company  of  them  that 
published  it. 

And  be  with  those  that  are  already 
engaged.  We  know  that  Paul  can 
only  plant,  and  Apollos  water;  but 
Thou  canst  give  the  increase. 

Pour  thy  Spirit  from  on  high,  and 
the  wilderness  shall  become  a  fruitful 
field.  Our  Father;  &c. — -Amen, 

HYMN  79.  P.  M _ Ganges. 

IWHEN  the  blest  day  of  Pentecost 
Was  fully  come;  the  Holy  Ghost 
Descended  from  above, 

Sent  by  the  Father  and  the  Son: 

The  Sender  and  the  Sent  are  one. 

The  Lord  of  life  and  love. 

%  But  were  the  first  disciples  blest 

With  heav’nly  gifts?  And  shall  the  rest 
Be  pass'd  unheeded  by? 
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What?  has  the  Holy  Ghost  forgot 
To  quicken  souls,  that  Christ  has  bought; 
And  let  them  lifeless  lie? 

3  No,  Thou  Almighty  Paraclete! 

Thou  sheckl’st  thy  heav’nly  inftu’nce  yet; 

Thou  visit’s!  sinners  still: 

Thy  breath  of  life,  thy  quickening  flame, 
Thy  pow’r,  the  Godhead,  still  the  same, 

.  We  own,  because  we  feel. 


Evening  devotions  for  Whitsun- 

day. 

HYMN  SO.  P.  M.  6.7. — Romaint. 

•g^ROM  Greenland’s  icy  mountains, 

From  india’s  coral  strand; 

Where  Afric’s  sunny  fountains 
Roll  down  their  golden  sand; 

From  many  an  ancient  river, 

From  many  a  palmy  plain, 

They  call  us  to  deliver 

Their  land  from  error’s  chain, 

2  What  though  the  spicy  breezes 
Blow  solt  o’er  Ceylon’s  isle, 

Though  every  prospect  pleases. 

And  only  man  is  vile; 

70 
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In  vain  with  lavish  kindness 
The  gifts  of  God  are  strown; 

The  heathen  in  his  blindness 
Bows  down  to  wood  and  stone. 

3  Shall  we,  whose  souls  are  lighted 

With  wisdom  from  on  high, 

Shall  we  to  men  benighted 
The  lamp  of  life  deny? 

Salvation!  O  Salvation! 

The  joyful  sound  proclaim, 

Till  earth’s  remotest  nation 
Has  learn’d  Messiah’s  name. 

4  Waft,  waft,  ye  winds,  his  story, 

And  you,  ye  waters,  roll 
Till,  like  a  sea  of  glory, 

It  spreads  from  pole  to  pole, 

Till  o’er  our  ransom’d  nature, 

The  Lamb  for  sinners  slain. 

Redeemer,  King,  Creator, 

In  bliss  returns  to  reign, 

'  PRAYER* 

O,  Thou  Author  of  peace,  and  lover 
of  concord,  in  knowledge  of  whom 
standeth  our  eternal  life;  and  whose 
service  is  perfect  freedom;  cleanse 
the  thoughts  of  our  hearts,  by  the  in¬ 
spiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit;  and  give 
us  grace,  whereby  we  may  serve  Thee 
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acceptably,  with  reverance,  and  with 
godly  fear. 

We  adore  Thee  as  the  Creator  of 
all  things,  visible  and  invisible.  Thou 
art  the  Maker  of  our  earth;  and  Thou 
art  the  Maker  of  man  upon  it:  and 
Thou  madest  man  upright,  in  the  pos¬ 
session  of  thy  image,  and  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  thy  presence.  But  man  be¬ 
ing  in  honor,  abode  not.  Our  first 
father  sinned;  and  we  have  borne  his 
iniquity.  We  have  gone  astray  from 
the  womb;  and  in  numberless  instan¬ 
ces,  have  evinced  ourselves  to  be  the 
degenerate  offspring  of  a  fallen  ori¬ 
ginal — and  there  is  no  health  in  us. 
As  transgressors  of  thy  law,  we  are 
under  the  curse;  and  did  our  deliver¬ 
ance  depend  upon  ourselves,  we  must 
lie  down  in  endless  despair.  We 
admit,  in  all  its  extent,  the  testimony 
of  thy  word  against  us;  but  admire 
with  gratitude  the  dev elopement  of 
a  plan  of  mercy  and  grace,  divinely 
appropriate  to  all  our  wants  and 
woes,  and  uniting  the  highest  display 
of  thy  glory,  with  the  salvation  of  sin¬ 
ners. 
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Adored  be  the  benevolence  that  led 
the  Son  of  thy  love,  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world,  to  say,  Lo!  I  come 
to  do  thy  will,  O  God;  thy  law  is  with¬ 
in  my  heart.  Blessed  be  the  day 
when  the  angels  saw  him  who  was 
rich,  for  oar  sakes  becoming  poor, 
that  we  through  his  poverty  might -he 
such.  Blessed  be  the  hour,  when  the 
Prince  of  Life  bore  our  sins  in  his 
own  body  on  the  tree;  and  having  Ob¬ 
tained  eternal  redemption  for  us,  as¬ 
cended  up  on  high,  leading  captivity 
captive,  and  receiving  gifts  for  men, 
even  the  rebellious  also,  that  the 
Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them. 
We  rejoice  that  Christianity  was 
originally  preached,  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven:  and  in 
the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  was 
so  firmly  established,  that  the  gates 
of  hell  can  never  prevail  against  it. 
We  praise  Thee,  that  the  son  of 
righteousness,  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  gospel,  has  risen  with  healing  un¬ 
der  his  wings,  upon  this  distinguished 
land;  and  said,  arise,  shine,  for  thy 
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light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.  And,  O,. 
what  reason  have  we  to  he  thankful, 
if  this  gospel  has  come  to  us,  not  in. 
word  only,  but  in  power,  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much  assurance. 
For  we  Mess  Thee,  that  though 
miracles  have  ceased,  yet  thy  Spirit 
is  insured  to  thy  people  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  as  the  source  of  light  and. 
life,  and  peace  and  joy;  giving  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  word  of  thy  grace;  and., 
working  in  the  souls  of  men,  to  will 
and  to  do  of  thy  good  pleasure. 

O,  Thou  Author  of  all  good,  save 
us,  we  beseech  Thee,  by  the  washing 
of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  May  we  be  found 
in  the  number  of  those,  who  are  bora 
of  the  Spirit;  and  give  evidence  of  it, 
by  our  waiting  after  the  Spirit,  and 
our  minding  the  things  of  the  Spirit. 
Instead  of  judging  ourselves  by 
dreams,  fancies  and  impressions,  may 
we  prove  what  is  acceptable  unto  the 
Lord;  and  remember,  that  the  fruit  of 
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the  Spirit,  is  in  all  goodness,  and 
righteousness,  and  truth. 

We  desire,  O  God,  to  acknowiegc 
our  entire  dependance  on  Thee. — 
Whatever  time  we  have  engaged  in 
thy  service,  we  are  still  in  the  body,  # 
and  feel  our  need  of  the  continuance 
of  those  counsels,  supports  and  con¬ 
solations,  which  have  ever  been  af¬ 
forded  us.  Cast  us  not  away  from 
thy  presence,  and  take- not  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  us. 

In  all  the  dangers  to  which  we  are 
exposed,  uphold  us  by  thy  free  Spirit; 
and  may  we  not  think  it  enough  to 
preserved  from  hilling;  but  may  we  go 
forward,  and  be  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  Strengthen  us 
with  might  by  thy  Spirit  in  the  inner 
man,  for  every  purpose  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life;  and  may  we  be  satisfied  with 
no  attainment,  till  we  are  filled  with 
all  the  fullness  of  God. 

Awaken  the  careless ;  convince 
of  their  and  guilt,  all  those  who  deny 
or  vilify  the  work  of  thy  grace; 
and  plant  in  their  consciences  the 
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conviction,  that  if  any  man  have 
not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of 

his. 

Pour  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  sup¬ 
plication  upon  all  our  congregations* 
#  Bless  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and 
make  it  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  power  of  God  to  salvation  to 
every  one  that  believeth. 

But  how  can  they  believe  in  him  of 
whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how 
can  they  hear  without  a  preacher? 
How  many  are  there,  who,  by  the 
wretchedness  of  their  condition,  if  not 
by  their  actual  desire,  are  saying, 
come  over  and  help  us. 

Hast  Thou  not  commanded  us  to 
pray,  that  thy  kingdom  may  come? 
Hast  not  Thou  promised;  that  the 
earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  coyer  the 
seas? 

.  May  we  encourage  our  expecta¬ 
tion,  by  reviewing  what  Thou  hast 
already  accomplished;  and  remem¬ 
bering,  that  Thou  art  a  God  of  truth, 
and — the  Almighty. :  May  we,  there- 
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fore,  realize  in  our  minds,  the 'delight¬ 
ful  period,  when  the  heathen  shall 
cast  their  idols  to  the  moles  and  to  the 
hats;  when  Mahometanism  and  anti- 
Christ  shall  perish;  w  hen  the  Jews 
shall  look  upon  him  whom  they  have* 
pierced,  and  mourn;  and  among  pro¬ 
testors  ts,  every  plant  which  our  heav¬ 
enly  Father  hath  not  planted,  shall  he 
rooted  up.  , 

But  why  are  thy  chariot  wheels  so 
long  in  coining?  Why  does  the  w  hole 
creation  groan  and  travail  in  pain  to¬ 
gether  until  now?  How  many  would 
say,  Lord,  now  lettest  Thou  thy  ser- « 
vant  depart  in  peace,  according  to 
thy  word — could,  their  eyes  see  thy 
salvation,  which  Thou  hast  prepared 
before  the  face  of  all  people;  a  light 
to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory 
of  thy  people  Israel.  1  > 

While  using  the  means  may  wei 
trust  in  thy  wisdom,  'as  vrell  as  thy 
faithfulness;  and  hear  the  voice  say* 
ing,  I  the  Lord  will  hasten  it — -in  his 
time.  *  is 


WHITSUNDAY 


561 


/  ' 

And  to  God,  the  Father,  the  Word, 
arid  the  Holy  Ghost,  he  ascribed  the 
kingdom,  power  and  glory,  both  now 
and  forever. — Amen. 

i 


Evening  devotions  after  a  Funerat 

HYMN  SI.  C.  P.  M. — Reflection . 

ilfT  days,  my  weeks,  my  months,  my  years* 
IvJL  p|y  rapj(j  as  the  whirling  spheres, 

Around  the  steady  pole; 

Time,  like  the  tide  its  motion  keeps, 

And  I  must  launch  thro’  boundless  deeps* 
Where  endless  ages  roll 

2  The  grave  is  neai*  the  cradle  seen, 

How  swift  the  moments  pass  between! 

And  whisper  as  they  fly — 

Unthinking  man,  remember  this, 

Thod,  midst  thy  sublunary  bliss, 

Must  groan,  and  gasp,  and  die! 

3  My  soul  attend  the  solemn  call, 

Thine  earthly  tent  must  quickly  fall* 

And  thou  must  take  thy  flight, 
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Beyond  the  vast  ethereal  blue* 

To  love  and  sing  as  angels  do, 

Or  sink  in  endless  night. 

4  Long  ere  the  sun  has  run  his  round, 

I  may  be  buried  under  ground, 

And  there  in  silence  rot; 

Alas!  one  hour  may  close  the  scene, 

And  ere  twelve  months  shall  intervene 
My  name  be  quite  forgot. 

5  But  shall  my  soul  be  then  extinct, 

And  cease  to  be,  or  cease  to  think? 

It  cannot,  cannot  be: 

Thou!  my  immortal,  cannot  die, 

What  wilt  thou  do,  or  whither  fly, 

When  death  shall  set  thee  free? 

t>  Will  mercy  then  its  arms  extend? 

Will  Jesus  be  thy  guardian  friend? 

And  heaven  thy  dwelling-place! 

Or  shall  insulting  fiends  appear, 

To  drag  thee  down  to  black  despair, 

Beyond  the  reach  of  grace? 

PRATER. 

O  Thou  Father  of  mercies,  and 

Crod  of  all  comfort.  Thou  hast  often 
invited  us  to  thyself,  by  a  profession 

of  kindness;  and  it  manifests  our  de¬ 
pravity,  that  we  think  of  Thee  so  lit- 
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tie  in  the  hour  of  ease  and  prosperity. 
But  we  are  now  before  Thee,  in  af¬ 
fliction  and  distress.  Yet  we  rejoice 
to  know,  that  Thou  art  a  very  pre¬ 
sent,  and  an  all-sufficient  help  in  trou¬ 
ble. 

Thou  takest  away  and  who  can  hin¬ 
der  Thee,  or  say  unto  Thee,  What 
dost  Thou?  Thou  hast  a  right  to  do 
what  Thou  wilt  with  thine  own. 
Thou  art  a  sovereign,  and  the  reasons 
of  thy  conduct  are  often  far  above, 
out  of  our  sight;  but  thy  work  is  per¬ 
fect,  thy  ways  are  judgment.  All  thy 
dispensations  are  wise,  and  righteous, 
and  kind— kind,  even  when  they  seem 
to  be  severe. 

May  we  hear  thy  voice  in  thy  rod, 
as  well  as  in  thy  word:  and  gathering 
from  the  corrections  with  which  we 
are  exercised,  the  peaceable  fruit  of 
righteousness,  be  able  to  acknowl¬ 
edge,  with  all  our  suffering  brethren 
before  us,  It  is  good  for  us  that  we 
have  been  afflicted. 

It  is  not  the  scripture  only,  that  re¬ 
minds  us  of  our  living  in  a  dying 
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world,  but  all  observation,  and  expe¬ 
rience.  Man  is  continually  going  to 
his  long  home,  and  the  mourners  daily 
go  about  the  streets.  And  we  are  all 
accomplishing  as  an  hireling,  our  day, 
and  in  a  little  time  our  neighbors, 
friends  and  relations,  will  seek  us — 
and  we  shall  not  be.  Our  days  are 
swifter  than  a  weaver’s  shuttle,  and 
are  spent  wi  -hout  hope.  Thou  hast 
made  our  days  as  a  hand’s  breadth, 
and  our  age  is  as  nothing  before  Thee: 
verily,  every  man  at  his  best  state  is 
altogether  vanity.  For  our  days  are 
not  only  few,  but  full  of  evil.  Anxie¬ 
ties  perplex  us;  dangers  alarm  us; 
infirmities  oppress  us;  disappoint¬ 
ments  afflict  us;  losses  impoverish  us 
— we  are  consumed  by  thine  anger, 
and  by  thy  wrath  are  we  troubled — 
O,  shut  not  thy  merciful  ear  from  our 
prayers;  but  spare  us,  O  Lord,  most 
holy:  O  God,  most  mighty:  O  holy  and 
most  merciful  Saviour:  Thou  most 
worthy  Judge  eternal,  suffer  us  not, 
at  our  last  hour,  for  any  bitter  pains 
of  death,  to  fall  from  Thee, 
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We  acknowledge,  0  God,  with 
shame  and  sorrow,  that  the  state  of 
degradation  and  mortality,  in  which 
we  groan,  was  not  our  original  con¬ 
dition.  Thou  madest  man  upright; 
buthe  sought  out  many  inventions. 
Our  first  father  sinned,  and  we  have 
borne  his  iniquity.  By  one  man,  sin 
entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by 
sin;  and  so  death  hath  passed  upon  all 
men,  for  that  all  have  sinned. 

We  bless  Thee,  that  this  is  not  our 
final  state.  By  the  discoveries  of 
faith,  we  see  new  heavens,  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteous¬ 
ness.  We  see  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect.  We  see  our  vile  bodies 
changed,  and  fashioned  like  the  Sa¬ 
viour’s  own  glorious  body;  and  man, 
the  sinner,  raised  above  the  angels 
who  never  sinned. 

We  bless  Thee  for  this  purpose  of 
grace,  formed  before  the  world  be¬ 
gan,  and  accomplished  in  the  fulness 
of  time,  by  the  Son  of  thy  love,  who 
hath  abolished  death,  and  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the 
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gospel:  and  who  among  the  ravages 
of  the  grave,  says,  I  am  the  resurrec¬ 
tion  and  the  life;  he  that  believeth  in 
me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he 
live;  and  whosoever  liveth  and  be¬ 
lieveth  in  me  shall  never  die.  , 

May  it  be  our  immediate  and  su¬ 
preme  concern  to  win  Christ,  and  be 
found  in  him:  knowing  that  there  is 
no  condemnation  to  them  that  arc  in 
Christ  Jesus;  and  that  blessed  are  the 
dead  that  die  in  the  Lord. 

So  teach  us  to  number  our  days 
that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto 
wisdom — that  wisdom  which  will 
lead  us  to  prefer  the  soul  to  the  body, 
and  eternity  to  time;  that  wisdom 
which  will  lead  us  to  secure  an  inter¬ 
est  in  a  better  world,  before  we  arc 
removed  from  this. 

O,  let  not  the  trifles  of  time  induce 
us  to  neglect  the  one  thing  needful. 
While  each  of  us  is  compelled  to  say,. 

I  know  Thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death,, 
and  to  the  house  appointed  for  all 
living,  may  we  be  enabled  also  to  say, 

I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and 
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Am  persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep 
that  which  I  have  committed  to  him, 
against  that  day. 

And,  0,  let  not  the  solemnities  we 
have  this  day  witnessed,  be  ever  for¬ 
gotten;  for  often,  oar  most  serious  im¬ 
pressions  have  worn  off,  and  our 
goodness  has  been  as  the  morning 
cloud  and  early  dew,  that  soon  pass- 
eth  away. 

Thou  hast  permitted  death  to  in¬ 
vade  our  circle,  and  hast  turned  our 
dwelling  into  a  house  of  mourning. 
May  w  e  find  that  it  is  better  to  be  in 
the  house  of  mourning,  than  in  the 
house  of  mirth.  By  the  sadness  of 
the  countenance,  may  the  heart  be 
made  better,  more  serious  to  reflect, 
and  more  softened  to  take  impres¬ 
sion. 

With  the  feelings  of  the  creature, 
may  we  Mend  the  views  and  the  hopes 
of  the  Christian.  May  we  remember 
that  'Thou  hast  bereaved  us,  not  as  an 
aggressor,  but  as  a  proprietor;  re¬ 
suming  what  was  lent  us  for  a  season, 
but  never  ceased  to  be  thine  own. 


May  we,  therefore^  be  dumb,  and 
open  not  our  mouth,  because  Thou 
hast  done  it;  or  if  we  speak  may  it  be 
to  acknowledge  and  pray — I  know,  O 
Lord,  that  thy  judgments  .are  right, 
and  that  Thou  in  faithfulness  hast, 
afflicted  me;  let  thy  loving-kindness 
be  for  my  comfort,  according  to  thy 
word  unto  thy  servant. 

We  bless  Thee  for  thy  goodness  to 
the  deceased,  and  that  we  are  not 
called  to  sorrow,  as  those  who  have 
no  hope.  We  ascribe  whatever  ex¬ 
cellency  was  found  in  them  to  thy 
grace;  and  desire  to  be  follow  ers  of 
them,  as  far  as  they  also  were  of 
Christ. 

Forgive  us  in  whatever  instances 
we  failed  in  our  duty  towards  them* 
Let  the  prayers  they  ottered  for  us 
while  on  earth  be  answered;  may  we 
hold  communion  with  them  in  our  liv¬ 
ing  Redeemer;  and  look  forward  to  a 
period  of  renewed  and  improved  in¬ 
tercourse,  in  which  he  shall  be  for¬ 
ever  with  each  other,  and  forever 
with  the  Lord. 
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Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  keep 
us  from  falling,  and  to  present  us  fault¬ 
less  before  the  presence  of  his  glory, 
with  exceeding  joy.  The  only  wise 
God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  ma¬ 
jesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now 
and  ever— Amen. 


Morning  devotions  for  fast  day  * 

H  Y  M  N  S2.  C.  M. — ColeshilL 

^EE,  gracious  Lord,  before  thy  throne, 

^  Thy  mourning  people  bend! 

’Tis  on  thy  sov’reign  grace  alone, 

Our  humble  hopes  depend. 

2  Tremendous  judgments  from  thy  hand 

Thy  dreadful  pow’r  display; 

Yet  mercy  spares  this  guilty -land, 

And  still  we  live  to  pray. 

3  How  chang’d,  alas!  For  truths  divine 

See  error,  guilt  and  shame! 

*  The  two  following  prayers  are  particularly  adapted  to  a  fast 
appointed  on  account  of  some  great  calamity,  but  with  slight  alter¬ 
ations  may  be  used  on  ordinary  fast  days. 

7  f>  * 
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pr  a  iter  for 


mi  ■ 

What  impious  numbers,  bold  in  sin, 

Disgrace  the  Christian  name. 

4  O!  turn  us,  turn  us,  mighty  Lord, 

By  thy  resistless  grace; 

Then  shall  our  hearts  obey  thy  word, 

And  humbly  seek  thy  face. 

5  Then,  should  insulting  foes  invade. 

We  shall  not  sink  in  fear; 

Secure  of  never-failing  aid, 

Since  God,  our  God,  is  near. 

PRAYER*  '  '■ 

Holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of 
hosts,  the  whole  earth  is  foil  of  thy 
glory.  O  for  such  an  impression  of 
thy  holiness  as  Isaiah  had,  when,  pen¬ 
etrated  with  a  sense  of  his  own  sin, 
and  the  sin  of  the  nation,  he  exclaim¬ 
ed,  Wo  is  me,  for  I  am  a  man  of  un¬ 
clean  lips,  and  I  dwell  among  a  peo¬ 
ple  of  unclean  lips.  Banish  all  insen¬ 
sibility  and  indifference  from  our 
minds,  and  unite  our  hearts  to  fear  thy 
name. 

We  lament  that  the  w  orld  in  which 
we  live,  formed  to  show  forth  thy 


praise,  was  so  early  defiled  by  sin; 
that  all  flesh  corrupted  its  way  be¬ 
fore  God,  and  every  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  was  only 
evil  continually.  We  adore  thy  aw¬ 
ful  but  righteous  displeasure,  in 
bringing  the  flood  upon  the  wo*  Id  o 
the  ungodly,  and  taking  them  all  a- 

^  Yet,  even  this  tremendous  desola¬ 
tion,  (lid  not  hinder  the  renewed  hu¬ 
man  race  from  rebelling  against  Thee; 
and  a  long  succession  of  private  and 
public  calamities,  proclaims  the  des¬ 
perate  depravity  of  our  nature,  and 
the  evil  of  sin.  ■  Our  world  is  the 
empire  of  death,  a  vale  of  teais;  ant 
tempests,  and  earthquakes,  and  war, 
and  pestilence,  and  famine,  scatter 
the  tokens  of  thy  wrath,  for  lhon 
distributes!  sorrows  in  thine  an- 

teThy  judgments  are  now  abroad  in 
the  earth— may  the  inhabitants  there¬ 
of  learn  righteousness.  They  have 
reached  and  invaded  us— may  we  lay 
them  to  heart,  and  be  suitably  mi- 


pressed,  with  the  afflicted  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  country  to  which  we 

belong. 

We  have  been  equally  distinguish¬ 
ed  by  privileges  and  guilt,  and  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  review  the  one, 
without  being  reminded  by  the  other. 
An  innumerable  multitude  of  natural 
providential  and  religious  benefits’ 
has  distinguished  our  portion.  The' 

lines  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant 
places,  yea,  we  have. a  goodly  herit- 
age.  At  an  early  period  the  gospel 
visited  our  shores,  and  has  continued 
10  the  midst  of  us  to  this  hour.  We 
have  lived  under  the  administration 
oi  laws,  just,  mild  and  benijicent.  We 
have  enjoyed  civil  and  religious  free¬ 
dom.  The  scriptures  Have-not  been 

withholden  from  us,  nor  have  our 
teachers  been  removed  into  a  corner 
but  our  eyes  have  seen  our  teaeh- 
er»5  and  sitting  under  our  own  vine 
and  fig-tree,  none  have  dared  to  make 
us  afraid.  In  our  dangers.  Thou  hast 
appointed  salvation  for  walls  and 
bulwarks;  the  earth  has  yielded  to  us  ■ 
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Iier  increase:  and  God,  even  our  God, 
has  biessed  us. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  express  or 
conceive  the  obligations  we  are  under 
to  love  and  serve  Thee. 

But  we  know— and,  O  help  us  to 
feel,  how  unworthily  and  ungrateful¬ 
ly  we  have  behaved  ourselves,  to¬ 
wards  our  adorable  benefactor.  We 
are  a  sinful  nation,  a  seed  of  evil¬ 
doers;  children  that  are  corrupters. 
The  whole  head  is  sick,  and  the  whole 
heart  is  faint:  from  the  crown  of  the 
head  even  to  the  sole  of  the  foot,  there 
is  no  soundness,  but  wounds,  and 
bruises,  and  petrifying  sores.  O  Lord, 
righteousness  belongeih  unto  Thee, 
but  unto  us  confusion  of  faces,  as  at 
this  day,  to  our  rulers. 

But  Thou  art  the  Almighty.  Thou 
hast  all  hearts  in  thy  hand,  and  all 
events  at  thy  disposal. 

And  we  have  heard,  that  to  the 
Lord  our  God  belongeth  mercies  and 
forgiveness,  though  we  have  rebelled 
against  him.  We  are  proofs  our¬ 
selves,  that  thy  compassions  foil  not — 
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hence  though  corrected,  we  are  not 
consumed;  and  though  guilty,  we  are  ■* 
yet  allowed  and  invited  to  enter  thy 
presence.  '  . 

With  deep  humiliation,  not  unmin¬ 
gled  with  hope,  may  we  approach  the 
throne  of  thy  grace,  at  this  time  of 
need.  O,  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  ; 
bless  us,  and  cause  thy  face  to  shine 
upon  us,  that  we  may  be  saved.  For 
the  sake  of  thy  dear  Son,  who  died, 
the  just  for  the  unjust,  by  whose  name 

we  are  called — behold  a  country 

•/ 

prostrate  at  thy  footstool,  and  hear 
the  voice,  which  will  issue  to-day, 
from  so  many  temples  and  closets, 
saying — Spare  the  people,  O  Lord, 
and  give  not  thine  heritage  to  re¬ 
proach.  ■ 

Remove,  if  it  please  Thee,  the  blow 
of  thy  heavy  hand,  in  the  calamity  | 
which  we  are  deploring;  and  after 
giving  such  a  deliverance  as  this, 
may  we  no  more  break  thy  command¬ 
ments.  Or,  if  Thou  hast  determined 
to  continue  the  correction;  O,  cor¬ 
rect  us,  but  with  judgment,  not  in’* 
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thine  anger,  lest  Thou  bring  us  to  no¬ 
thing. 

Aid  thy  people  in  the  private  and 
public  devotions  of  the  day.  Pour 
out  a  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication 
that  we  may  sorrow  after  a  godly 
sort.  May  thy  ministers  be  faithful 
and  fearless;  may  they  cry  aloud  and 
spare  not;  but  lift  up  their  voice  like 
a  trumpet,  and  show  the  people  their 
transgression,  and  the  house  of  Jacob 
their  sin. 

And  let  the  word  that  is  to  be  spo¬ 
ken,  be  quick  and  powerful,  sharper 
than  any  two  edged  sword,  piercing 
|  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul 
and  spirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  mar¬ 
row,  and  be  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart,  ©nr  Father, 
&c. — Amen. 
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Morning  devotions  for  a 

Thanksgiving. 

H  Y  M  N  S3.  L.  M. — Evening  Hymn. 

■  - 

REAT  Ruler  of  the  earth  and  skies, 

A  word  of  thine  Almighty  breath 
Can  sink  the  world,  or  bid  it  rise: 

Thy  smile  is  life,  thy  frown  is  death. 

2  When  angry  nations  rush  to  arms, 

And  rage,  and  noise,  and  tumult  reign; 

And  war  resounds  its  dire  alarms, 

And  slaughter  spreads  the  hostile;  plain; 

•...v  ‘  '*  *'.V,  K  :  A  •  :  '  •  > 

3  Thy  Sovereign  eye  looks  calmly  down, 

And  marks  their  course,  and  bounds  their 

pow’r: 

Thy  word  the  angry  nations  own, 

And  noise  and  war  are  heard  no  more.  J 

4  Then  peace  returns  with  balmy  wing, 

Sweet  peace!  with  her  what  blessings  fledi 
Glad  plenty  laughs,  the  valleys  sing, 

Reviving  commerce  lifts  her  head. 

*4  <$.  , >■  .» '•  % ■  ''*&  •  if  ■  •  "•/*.;  ■' 

i 

5  Thou  good,  and  wise,  and  righteous  Lord, 

All  move  subservient  to  thy  will;  V 

And  peace  and  w.ar  await  thy  word, 

And  thy  sublime  decrees  fulfil. 
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6  To  Thee  we  pay  our  grateful  songs, 

Thy  kind  protection  still  implore; 

O  may  our  hearts,  and  lives,  and  tongues, 
Confess  thy  goodness  and  adore! 

PRAYER. 

God,  Thou  art  very  great,  Thou  art 
clothed  with  honor  and  majesty;  Thou 
coverest  thyself  with  light  as  with  a 

garment;  Thou  walkest  upon  the 
wings  of  the  wind.  When  we  reflect 
on  the  glory  of  thy  majesty,  we  are 
filled  with  wonder  at  the  Fastness  of 
thy  condescension.  For  Thou  con- 
descendest  even  to  behold  things  that 
are  in  heaven.  What  then  is  man, 
that  Thou  art  mindful  of  him,  or  the 
son  of  man,  that  Thou  visitest  him. 

We  rejoice  that  we  are  under  the 
governance  of  a  Being,  who  is  not 
only  Almighty,  but  perfectly  righte¬ 
ous,  and  wise,  and  good;  that  ail 
things,  in  our  world,  are  appointed 
and  arranged  by  thy  paternal  agency; 
that  thy  providence  numbers  the  very 
hairs  of  our  head,  and  that  a  sparrow 
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falleth  not  to  the  ground,  without  out4 
heavenly  Father.  | 

Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us.  j 
We  bless  Thee  for  personal  mercies.  < 
If  we  are  called  it  is  by  thy  word.  ■ 
If  we  are  renewed,  it  is  by  thy  Spirit.  ? 
If  we  are  justified,  it  is  freely  by  thy 
grace,  through  the  redemption  that 
is  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  is  m  Thee  we 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being. 
Thy  goodness  has  been  always  near 
us,  to  bear  our  complaints,  to  sooth 
our  sorrows,  and  to  command  deliv¬ 
erance  for  us.  And  numberless  are 
the  instances  of  loving-kindness,  that, 
now,  from  ignorance,  or  inattention,  | 
elude  our  notice;  the  discovery  of 
which  will  awaken  our  songs,  when 
we  mingle  with  those  who  dwell  in  j 
thy  house  above,  and  are  still  prais- 1 

ing  Thee.  .  '  ;V  1 

We  thank  Thee  for  relative  bene¬ 
fits  ;  for  blessings  on  our  families,  j 
blessings  on  our  churches,  and  bless¬ 
ings  on  our  country.  We  confess 
that  we  are  not  worthy  of  the  least  of 
all  thy  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  f 
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which  Then  hast  showed  unto  thy 
servants.  Sins  of  every  kind  and  of 
every  degree,  have  reigned  among 
11s:  have  spread  through  all  ranks  and 
orders;  and  continued,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  all  warnings  and  corrections;  and 
if  Thou  hadst  dealt  with  us,  after  our 
sins,  or  rewarded  us  according  to  our 
iniquities,  we  should  long  ago,  have 
had  no  name,  nor  place  among  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  globe. 

But  to  the  Lord  our  God,  belong 
mercies  and  forgivenesses,  though  we 
have  rebelled  against  him.  All  thy 
dispensations  towards  us  have  said, 
with  a  tenderness  that  ought  to  pene¬ 
trate  our  hearts,  how  shall  I  give  thee 
up!  Our  privileges,  never  properly  im¬ 
proved,  and  forfeited  times  without 
number,  have  been  continued.  We 
still  behold  our  sabbaths,  and  our  ears 
still  hear  the  joyful  sound.  Our  con¬ 
stitution,  liberties  and  laws,  have  not 
been  subverted  or  impaired.  Thou 
hast  given  us  rains,  and  fruitful  sea¬ 
sons;  Thou  hast  filled  us  with  the 
finest  of  the  wheat;  our  garners  have 
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been  affording  all  manner  of  store; 
our  oxen  have  been  strong  to  labor; 
our  sheep  have  brought  forth  thous¬ 
ands  and  ten  thousands  in  our  streets. 
Thou  hast  spread  thy  wing,  and  shel¬ 
tered  us  from  the  pestilence  that 
walketh  in  darkness,  and  the  destruc¬ 
tion  that  wasteth  at  noon-day.  Civil 
discord  has  not  raged  in  our  land; 
our  shores  have  not  been  invaded;  we 
have  not  heard  the  confused  noise  of 
warriors,  nor  seen  garments  rolled  in 
blood— it  has  not  come  nigh  us.  Our 
enemies  have  often  threatened  to 
swallow  us  up,  but  the  Lord  has  been 
on  our  side,  and  they  have  not  pre¬ 
vailed  against  us.  We  are  this  day 
called  upon  to  acknowledge  thy  good* 
ness  in — * 

God  is  the  Lord  who  hath  showed 
us  light;  bind  the  sacrifice  with  cords, 
even  to  the  horns  of  the  altar.  May 
we  never  convert  our  blessings  into 
instruments  of  provocation,  by  mak¬ 
ing  them  the  means  of  nourishing 
pride  and  presumption,  wantonness 

*  Here  let  the  particular  causes  for  thanksgiving  be  expressed. 
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and  intemperance;  and  compel  Thee 
to  complain — Do  ye  thus  requite  the 
Lord,  O  foolish  people,  and  unwise? 
Is  not  he  thy  Father,  that  hath  bought 
thee?  Hath  he  not  made  thee,  and 
established  'thee? 

For  this  purpose  meet  w  ith  us  in 
thy  house;  and  may  the  goings  of  our 
God  and  our  King  be  seen  in  the 
sanctuary.  Be  with  the  preacher, 
and  with  the  hearers;  and  let  the 
w  ords  of  his  mouth,  and  the  medita¬ 
tion  of  their  hearts,  be  acceptable  in 
thy  sight,  O  Lord,  our  strength,  and 
our  Redeemer.  May  public  instruc¬ 
tion  awaken  the  ardour  of  our  feel¬ 
ings:  may  our  gratitude  cot  only  be 
lively,  but  practical  and  permanent. 
And  by  all  thy  mercies,  may  we  pre¬ 
sent  our  bodies  as  a  living  sacrifice, 
holy  and  acceptable  unto  Thee,  which 
is  our  reasonable  service. 

Bless  the  Lord,  ye  his  angels,  that 
excel  in  strength,  that  do  his  com¬ 
mandments,  hearken  unto  the  voice 
of  his  word.  Bless  ye  the  Lord,  all 
ye  his  hosts:  ye  ministers  of  his  that 


do  his  pleasure.  Bless  the  Lord,  all 
his  works,  in  all  places  of  his  domin¬ 
ion;  bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul. — A- 
meo. 


PRAYERS  AT  TABLE. 


BEFORE  MEAT. 

Almighty  God!  the  eyes  of  all  wait 
upon  Thee,  and  Thou  givest  them 
their  meat  in  due  season.  Bless,  we 
beseech  Thee,  the  provisions  of  thine 
earthly  bounty,  which  are  now  before 
us;  and  let  them  nourish  and  strength¬ 
en  our  frail  bodies,  that  we  may  the 
better  serve  Thee,  through  Jesus 
Christ. — Amen. 

Or  thus; 

Bountiful  giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift!  Thou  art  never  weary 
of  supplying  our  returning  wants — - 
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Grant,  we  pray  Thee,  that  the  food 
of  which  we  are  about  to  partake, 
may  contribute  to  the  comfort  and 
support  of  our  bodies — and  enable  us 
to  engage  with  more  zeal  in  thy  ser- 
vice;  which  we  ask  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake. — Amen. 

Or  thus: 

Let  thy  blessing,  Almighty  God,  de¬ 
scend  on  this  portion  of  thy  bounty, 
and  on  us,  thy  unworthy  servants, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Or  thus: 

Almighty  God,  we  beseech  Thee  to 
pardon  our  sins,  to  bless  the  refresh¬ 
ment  now  before  us,  to  our  use,  and  us 
to  thy  service,  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Or  thus: 

Father  of  Lights,  from  whom  com- 
eth  down  every  good  and  perfect  gift, 
enable  us  to  receive  these  fruits  of 
thy  bounty  with  humility  and  grati¬ 
tude,  and  give  us  grace,  that,  whether 
wre  eat  or  drink,  or  whatever  we  do, 
we  may  do  all  to  thy  glory,  and  ;  be 
accepted  to  the  great  Redeemer. 
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Or  thus: 

Bounteous  God,  we  acknowledge 
our  dependence  on  Thee,  and  our  un¬ 
worthiness  of  thy  benefits.  We  pray 
Thee  to  forgive  our  sins;  to  bless  us  in 
the  reception  of  this  food,  and  enable 
us  to  improve  the  strength  we  may  de¬ 
rive  from  it  to  thy  glory,  for  Christ’s 
sake. 

Or  thus: 

Sanctify,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  Thee, 
these  thy  productions  to  our  use,  and 
us  to  thy  service,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. — Amen. 


AFTER  MEAT. 

We  thank  Thee,  O  God,  our  heav¬ 
enly  Father!  for  the  innumerable 
good  gifts  of  thy  providence.  Especi¬ 
ally  do  we  thank  Thee  for  the  rich 
provision  Thou  hast  made  for  our 
souls — accept  our  grateful  acknowl¬ 
edgements  for  the  food  we  have  now 
received,  and  enable  us  to  prove  our 
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sincerity  by  the  holiness  and  obedi¬ 
ence  of  our  lives,  for  the  sake  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. — A- 
men. 

Or  thus? 

What  shall  we  render  to  Thee,  O 
God,  for  all  thy  benefits?  Every  day 
of  our  lives  we  are  receiving  fresh 
tokens  of  thy  favor.  0,  let  thy  good¬ 
ness  lead  us  to  repentance.  And  if 
we  can  do  no  more  than  express  our 
gratitude — help  us  to  do  that  in  the 
sincerity  of  our  souls — and  thine  shall 
be  the  glory,  forever,  through  Jesus 
Christ. — Amen. 

Or  thus : 

Accept,  heavenly  Father,  our  hum¬ 
ble  thanks  for  this,  and  for  all  thy 
blessings,  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Or  thus: 

We  thank  Thee,  our  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  for  the  rich  provision  Thou  hast 
made  for  our  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare;  especially  for  the  food  we 
have  now  received.  May  thy  good¬ 
ness  lead  us  to  repentance,  and  thy 
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grace  prepare  us  for  heavenly  enter¬ 
tainments,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 

Lord. 

Or  thus: 

We  praise  Thee,  Cl  Lord,  for  the 
provisions  of  thy  providence  and 
grace,  and  in  particular  for  this  re¬ 
newed  token  of  thy  favor.  May  we 
feel  our  increased  obligations  to  be 
thine,  and  be  fitted  at  length,  to  eat 
bread  in  thy  heavenly  kingdom,  thro’ 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Or  thus: 

We  bless  Thee,  O  Lord,  for  this 
kind  refreshment.  Be  pleased  to 
continue  thy  favors  and  feed  us  with 
the  bread  of  life.  Supply  the  wants 
of  the  needy,  and  enable  us,  while  we 
live  on  thy  bounty,  to  live  to  thy  glory, 
for  Christ’s  sake. — -Amen. 

Or  thus: 

Blessed  and  praised  be  thy  holy 
name,  O  Lord,  for  this  and  all  thy 
other  blessings  bestowed  upon  us 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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A  morning  prayer  to  he  used  by  a 

Child  at  Home. 

Glory  to  Thee,  O  Lord,  who  hast 
preserved  me  from  the  perils  of  the 
night  past,  who  hast  refreshed  me 
with  sleep,  and  raised  me  up  again  to 

praise  thy  holy  name. 

Incline  my  heart  to  all  that  is  good; 
that  I  may  be  modest  and  humble, 
true  and  just,  temperate  and  diligent, 
respectful  and  obedient  to  my  superi¬ 
ors;  that  I  may  fear  and  love  Thee 
above  all  things;  that  I  may  love  my 
neighbor  as  myself,  and  do  to  every 
one  as  I  would  they  should  do  unto 

me. 

Bless  me,  I  pray  Thee,  in  my  learn- 
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ing;  and  help  me  daily  to  increase 
in  knowledge,  and  wisdom,  and  ail 
virtue. 

I  humbly  beg  thy  blessing  upon  all 

our  spiritual  pastors  and  masters,  all 
my  relations  and  friends,  [particular¬ 
ly  my  father  and  mother,  my  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  every  one  in  this 
house.]  Grant  them  whatsoever  may 
be  good  for  them  in  this  life,  and  guide 
them  to  life  everlasting. 

I  humbly  commit  myself  to  Thee,  O 
Lord,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  my 
Saviour,  and  in  the  words  which  he 
himself  hath  taught  me: — --O  ur  Father, 
&c. 


An  evening  prayer  to  be  used  by  a 

Child  at  Home. 

Glory  to  Thee,  O  Lord,  who  hast 
preserved  me  the  day  past,  who  hast 
defended  me  from  all  the  evils  to 
which  I  am  constantly  exposed  in  this 
uncertain  life,  who  hast  continued  my 
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health,  who  hast  bestowed  upon  me 
all  things  necessary  for  life  and  god¬ 
liness. 

I  humbly  beseech  Thee,  O  heavenly 
Father!  to  pardon  whatsoever  Thou 
hast  seen  amiss  in  me  this  day,  in  my 
thoughts,  words  or  actions,  Bless  to 
me,  I  pray  Thee,  whatsoever  good 
instructions  have  been. given  me  this 
day;  help  me  carefully  to  remember 
them,  and  duly  to  improve  them;  that 
I  may  be  ever  growing  in  knowledge, 
and  wisdom,  and  goodness. 

I  humbly  beg  thy  blessing  also  upon 
all  our  spiritual  pastors  and  ministers, 
all  my  relations  and  friends,  [particu¬ 
larly  my  father  and  mother,  my  bro¬ 
thers  and  sisters,  and  every  one  in 
,  this  house.]  Let  it  please  Thee  to 
l  guide  us  all  in  this  life  present,  and 
to  conduct  us  to  thy  heavenly  king¬ 
dom. 

I  humbly  commit  my  soul  and  body 
to  thy  care  this  night;  begging  thy 
gracious  protection  and  blessing, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  only  Lord 
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and  Saviour;  in  whose  words  I  con*! 

- 

elude  my  prayer— Our  Father,  &c. 


A  short  prayer  on  going  into  the 

seat  at  Church.  C 

Lord,  I  am  now  in  thy  house:  assist, 

I  pray  Thee,  and  accept  of  my  servi¬ 
ces.  Let  thy  Holy  Spirit  help  my  j 
infirmities;  dispose  my  heart  to  seri¬ 
ousness,  attention  and  devotion;  to 
the  honor  of  thy  holy  name,  and  the 
benefit  of  my  soul,  through  Jesus. 
Christ  our  Saviour. — Amen. 


Before  leavin g  the  seat.  j 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  Lord!  for* 
this  opportunity  of  attending  Thee  in 
thy  house  and  service.  Make  me,  1 
pray  Thee,  a  doer  of  thy  word,  not  a 
hearer  only.  Accept  both  us  and  our 
services,  through  our  only  Mediator, 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. — Amen.  : 
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JAor  Ham. 

Are  there  any  of  the  vanities  of  the 
Gentiles  that  can  cause  rain?  Or  can 
the  heavens  give  showers?  Art  not 
Thou  he,  O  Lord,  our  God?  There¬ 
fore  will  we  wait  upon  Thee,  for  Thou 
hast  made  all  these  things. 

Thou  visetest  the  earth,  and  water- 
est  it:  Thou  greatly  enrichest  it,  with 
the  river  of  God,  which  is  full  of 
water.  Thou  makest  it  soft  with 
showers;  Thou  blessest  the  springs 
thereof.  Thy  paths  drop  fatness. 
They  drop  upon  the  pastures  of  the 
wilderness;  and  the  little  hills  rejoice 
on  every  side. 

|  We  have  been  made  to  feel  the  ' 

f  worth  of  this  blessing,  by  the  want  of 
it:  and  it  would  be  easy  for  Thee  to 
continue  the  privation,  till  the  heav¬ 
ens  over  us  were  brass,  and  the  earth 
'  under  us  iron;  and  the  husbandman 
be  ashamed  for  the  wheat,  and  for 
the  barley,  because  the  harvest  of 
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the  held  is  perished,  and  because  joy 
is  withered  away  from  the  sons  of 
men. 

But  O  deal  not  with  us  after  our 
desert.  Turn  not  a  fruitful  land  into 
barrenness.  .  Command  thy  rain  to 
descend;  cause  the  grass  to  grow  for 
the  cattle,  and  herbs  for  the  service 
of  man;  that  he  may  bring  forth  food 
out  of  the  earth. 


For  Fair  Weather. 


How  numberless  are  our  wants  and 
dangers!  Our  hopes  are  destroyed, 
not  only  by  the  deficiency,  but  the 
excess  of  our  supplies.  Stop,  we  pray 
'  Thee,  the  bottles  of  heaven,  which 
have  so  long  been  pouring  down  water 
upon  us;  and  cause  thy  sun  not  only 
to  rise,  but  to  shine-— give  us  the  clear 
shining  after  rain,  that  the  earth  may 
yield  her  increase,  in  maturity;  and 
opportunity  be  afforded  for  the  whole” 


some 


ering  of  grass  for  the  cat* 
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tie,  and  grain  for  the  use  of  man:  that 
there  may  be  no  complaining  in  our 
streets;  but  that  we  may  eat  in  plen¬ 
ty,  and  be  satisfied,  and  praise  the 

Lord. 

And  O  let  us  not  forget  our  souls 
in  our  mindfulness  of  the  body;  nor 
expend  all  our  concern  upon  the  meat 
that  perisheth— but  be  above  all 
things,  anxious  to  secure  that  meat 
which  endureth  unto  everlasting  life, 
and  which  the  Son  of  man  will  give ; 
for  him  hath  God  the  Father  sealed* 


In  view  of  Journeying i 

0  God,  Thou  hast  called  thyself  the 
Preserver  of  men,  and  the  length  of 
our  days.  We  are  therefore  encour¬ 
aged  to  commit  ourselves  to  thy 
guardian  care,  in  the  journey  before 
us. 

Many  have  parted  with  their 
friends,  with  the  hope  of  soon  embra¬ 
cing  each  other  again,  but  instead  of 

75 
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returning  again  to  their  own  dwell* 
ing,  have  been  conveyed  to  the  house 
appointed  for  all  living.  We  pray, 
with  submission  to  thy  pleasure,  that 
this  may  not  be  our  experience.  Give 
thine  angels  charge  concerning  us,  to 
keep  us  in  all  our  ways.  Let  no  evil 
befall  our  persons,  and  no  plague 
come  nigh  our  dwelling.  May  we 
know  also  that  all  our  tabernacle  is 
in  peace,  and  visit  our  habitation,  and 
not  sin. 

Yet  uncertain  what  a  day  may 
bring  forth,  may  we  be  prepared  for 
every  event  of  thy  providence;  and 
wherever,  in  dying,  we  go  from,  may 
it  be  our  happiness  to  know  where 
we  are  going  to — and  rejoice  in  the 
prospect,  that  w  hen  all  our  wander¬ 
ings  and  partings  are  ended,  we  shall 
unite  in  our  heavenly  Father’s  house, 
and  be  forever  with  the  Lord. 


farticuar  occasions. 
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For  a  new  Married  party. 


Bless  those  who  have  entered  into  a 
state  honorable  in  all.  May  they  re¬ 
member  the  vows  they  have  left  at 
the  altar;  and  in  discharge  of  their 
personal  and  relative  duty,  may  they 
make  thy  word  their  rule,  that  mercy 
and  peace  may  be  upon  them.  May 
the  husband  love  his  wife  even  as 
himself;  and  may  the  wife  see  that 
she  reveres  her  husband;  and  both 
walk  together,  as  heirs  ot  the  grace 
of  life,  that  their  prayers  be  not  hin- 


dereil. 

Preserve  them  from  the  evils  which 
destroy  or  deminish  the  welfare  and 
comfort  of  the  condition  in  which 
Thou  hast  placed  them;  and  may  they 
enjoy  all  the  happiness  derivable 
from  prudence,  temper,  accommoda¬ 
tion,  real  godliness,  and  the  divine 


blessing. 

May  they  expect  to  discern  infir¬ 
mities  in  one  another ;  but  may  they 
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be  always  most  deeply  conscious  of 
their  own.  And  let  them  not  look 
for  unattainable,  by  looking  for  un¬ 
mingled  bliss  on  earth;  but  remember 
that  this  is  not  our  rest;  and  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  difficulties,  trials,  chances 
and  final  seperation. 


For  a  woman  approaching  the  time 

of  travail. 

Regard  thine  handmaid,  who  is 
looking  forward  to  an  important  hour. 
Be  not  Thou  far  from  her  when  trou¬ 
ble  is  near.  May  her  mind  be  kept 
in  perfect  peace,  being  stayed  upon 
the  God  of  her  slvation.  Bring  to 
the  birth,  and  give  strength  to  bring 
forth.  Soften  the  pains  of  labor,  as 
well  as  command  deliverance;  and  in 
due  time,  may  she  remember  no  more 
her  anguish,  for  joy  that  a  child  is 
born  into  the  world.  And  may  the 
root  and  the  branch,  abide  under  the 

shade  of  the  Almighty. 
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jPor  s«/e  delivery  in  child  birth. 

We  bless  Thee,  on  behalf  of  thine 
handmaid,  who  is  now  saying,  I  love 
the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  nay 
voice,  and  my  supplication.  Thou 
hast  been  with  her  in  the  hour  of  pain 
and  peril,  and  made  her  the  joyful 
mother  of  a  living  and  well  formed  in¬ 
fant.  Complete  thy  goodness  by  the 
renewal  of  her  strength,  and  her  abil¬ 
ity  to  appear  again  in  all  the  duties 
of  her  important  station. 

Let  the  impressions  produced  by 
recent  mercies,  be  rendered  as  dura¬ 
ble  as  they  are  lively:  may  she  remem¬ 
ber,  and  pay  Thee  the  vows,  which 
her  soul  made  when  in  trouble. 

May  the  life  spared,  and  the  life 
given,  be  dear  in  thy  sight,  and  devo¬ 
ted  to  thy  glory;  and  may  every  addi¬ 
tion  made  to  the  world  of  creatures, 
be  found  an  accession  to  the  church 
of  the  living  Cod. 
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For  one  under  sickness.  i 

Think,  O  Lord,  for  good  upon  the 
afflicted ;  especially  him  (or  her) 
whom  we  now  commend  to  thy  com¬ 
passionate  regard.  Comfort  him  up¬ 
on  the  bed  of  languishing,  and  make 
all  his  bed  in  his  sickness. 

If  the  sickness  be  unto  death,  pre¬ 
pare  him  for  the  solemn  event,  and  be 
with  him  in  it.  But  we  are  allowed 
to  implore  deliverance,  with  submis-  , 
sion;  nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Lord; 
Thou  canst  heal  as  well  as  wound — 
we  therefore  pray,  if  it  be  thy  good 
pleasure,  that  Thou  wilt  put  efficacy 
into  the  means;  rebuke  the  disorder; 
renew  the  strength;  and  prolong  the 
days  of  thy  servant. 

Above  all  Set  the  dispensation  be 
sanctified  to  the  sufferer  and  his  con¬ 
nexions;  and  may  all  have  reason  to 
acknowledge,  in  the  review,  it  is 

good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflict- 

\ 

ed , 
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For  recovery  from  sickness. 

All  our  times  are  in  thy  hand.  All 
diseases  come  at  thy  call,  and  go  at 
thy  bidding.  Thou  redeemest  our 
life  from  destruction,  and  crownest 
us  with  loving-kindness  and  tender 
mercies.  W e  bless  Thee,  that  Thou 
hast  heard  our  prayer,  and  command¬ 
ed  deliverance  for  our  friend  and  thy 
servant,  who  has  been  under  thine  af¬ 
flicting  hand.  He  (or  she)  was  brought 
low,  but  Thou  hast  helped  him:  Thou 
hast  chastened  him  sore,  but  not  de¬ 
livered  him  over  unto  death.  May 
he  not  only  live,  but  declare  the 
works  of  the  Lord. 

As  Thou  hast  delivered  his  eyes 
from  tears,  his  feet  from  falling,  and 
his  soul  from  death,  may  he  daily  in¬ 
quire,  What  shall  I  render  unto  the 
Lord  for  all  his  benefits  towards  me? 
and  resolve  to  offer  unto  Thee,  the 
sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  and  to  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
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And  may  we  ever  remember,  that 
a  recovery  is  only  a  reprieve;  that 
the  sentence  which  dooms  us  to  the  * 
dust  is  only  suspended ;  and,  that  at 
most,  when  a  few  years  are  come,  we 
shall  go  the  way  whence  we  shall  not 
return.  May  we,  therefore,  secure 
the  one  thing  needful;  and  live  with 
eternity  in  view. 


For  a  good  Harvest . 

Again  Thou  hast  crowned  the  yeaf 
with  thy  goodness.  The  grain  might 
have  perished  in  the  earth,  or  hav  e 
failed  of  maturity,  for  want  of  the 
showers,  and  of  the  sunshine ;  but 
Thou  wast  pleased  to  bless  the  spring¬ 
ing  thereof; and  we  saw  first  the  blade, 
then  the  ear,  and  after  that  the  full 
corn  in  the  ear*  We  hailed  the  val¬ 
leys  standing  thick  with  corn,  and 
heard  the  little  hills  rejoicing  on 
ev  ery  side.  In  due  time  the  mower  . 
filled  his  hands,  and  the  binder  his 
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bosom ;  and  the  appointed  weeks  of 
harvest  have  been  offered  us  to  gather 
in  the  precious  produce.  O  that 
men  would  praise  the  Lord,  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  all  his  wonderful 
works  to  the  children  of  men!  For 
he  satisfieth  the  longing  soul,  and 
filleth  the  hungry  soul  with  good¬ 
ness. 


Taking  up  the  Cross . 

HYMN  84.  8.  7. — Disciple. 

Jesus,  i  my  cross  have  taken, 

All  to  leave,  and  follow  Thee; 

Naked,  poor,  despis’d,  forsaken, 

Thou,  from  hence,  my  all  shalt  be; 
Perish  every  fond  ambition, - 

All  I’ve  sought,  or  hop’d,  or  known* 
Yet  how  rich  is  my  condition, 

God  and  heav’n  are  still  my  own ! 

2  Let  the  world  despise  and  leave  me; 
They  have  left  my  Saviour  too; 
Human  hearts  and  looks  deceive  me— 
Thou  art  not,  like  them,  untrue; 

And  whilst  Thou  shalt  smile  upon  me, 
God  of  wisdom,  love  and  might, 
Foes  may  hate,  and  friends  disown  mej 
Show  thy  face,  and  all  is  bright, 

76 
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8  Go,  then,  earthly  fame  and  treasure* 
Come,  disaster,  scorn  and  pain, 

In  thy  service  pain  is  pleasure, 

With  thy  favor  loss  is  gain. 

I  have  call’d  Thee  Abba,  Father, 

1  have  set  my  heart  oil  Thee; 

Storms  may  howl,  and  clouds  may  gather. 
All  must  work  for  good  to  me. 

4  Man  may  trouble  and  distress  me, 

’Twill  but  drive  me  to  thy  breast; 

Life  with  trials  hard  may  press  me, 

Heav’n  will  bring  me  sweeter  rest. 

Oh!  ’tis  not  in  grief  to  harm  me, 

While  thy  love  is  left  to  me; 

Oh!  ’twere  not  in  joy  to  charm  me, 

Were  that  joy  unmix'd  with  Thee. 

5  Soul,  then  know  thy  Ml  salvation; 

Rise  o’er  sin,  and  fear,  and  care; 

Joy  to  find,  in  every  station, 

Something  still  to  do  or  bear. 

Think  what  Spirit  dwells  within  Thee; 

Think  what  Father’s  smiles  are  thine; 
Think  that  Jesus  died  to  win  Thee; 

Child  of  heaven,  canst  Thou  repine? 

6  Haste  Thee  on  from  grace  to  glory, 

Arm’d  by  faith,  and  wing’d  by  prayer. 
Heaven’s  eternal  days  before  Thee, 

God's  own  hand  shall  guide  Thee  there. 
Soon  shall  close  thy  earthly  mission, 

Soon  shall  pass  thy  pilgrim  days, 

Hope  shall  change  to  glad  fruition, 

Faith  to  sight,  and  prayer  to  praise. 


run  end* 
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Father  of  mercies,  in  thy  word, 
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Father  of  our  dying  Lord, 

326 

Frequent  the  day  oi  God  returns, 
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From  ev’ry  stormy  wind  that  blows, 

254 

From  Greenland’s  icy  mountains, 

553 

Glory  to  Thee,  my  God,  this  night, 

129 

God  of  my  life  my  morning  song, 

45 

Great  God,  to  Thee  my  evening  song, 

110 

Great  God,  indulge  my  humble  claim, 

29S 

Great  Ruler  of  the  earth  and  skies, 
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Hail  the  blest  morn!  see  the  great  Mediator, 
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Happy  soul,  thy  days  are  ended, 
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Hark!  the  voice  of  love  and  mercy, 
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How  can  I  sleep  whilst  angels  sing, 
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I  know  that  my  Redeemer  lives, 
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If  lifes  pleasures  charm  thee, 
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In  God  the  Father  I  believe, 
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In  sleep’s  serene  oblivion  laid, 
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Jesus  Thou  hast  bid  me  pray, 

336 

Jesus  I  thy  cross  have  taken, 
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Lord  I  am  thine,  entirely  thine, 

386 

Lord  in  the  morning  Thou  shall  hear* 

200 

Lord,  Thou  wilt  hear  me  when  I  pray. 

67 

Lord,  with  glowing  hqart  Pd  praise  Thee, 
My  days,  my  weeks,  my  months,  my  years. 
My  (rod  the  spring  of  all  my  joys, 

My  Saviour  God,  my  Sovreign  Prince, 

My  soul  lies  cleaving  to  the  dust, 

No  farther  go  to  night  but  stay, 

Not  from  the  dust  afflictions  growji 
Now  from  the  altar  of  our  hearts, 

0  bless  the  Lord,  my  soul! 
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191 

Sweet  is  the  work  my  God  my  King, 

208 

See,  gracious  Lord)  before  thy  throne) 

569 

See  the  Lord  of  glory  dying, 

521 

Thee  we  adore,  eternal  name, 

505 

The  sacraments  are  holy  signs, 

345 

There  ’s  a  friend  above  all  others, 
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52S 

To  God  the  universal  King, 

284 

To  Thee  let  my  first  off ’rings  rise, 

160 

To  Zion’s  hill  I  lift  mine  eyes, 

2  76 

Twas  the  commission  of  the  Lord, 

358 

Twas  on  that  dark,  that  doleful  night) 

364 

Uuveil  thy  bosom,  faithful  tomb, 

493 

Upwards  I  lift  mine  eyes, 

270 

Vain  delusive  world  adieu, 

429 

Welcome  sweet  day  of  rest, 

84 

When,  0  dear  Jesus,  when  shall  I, 

214 

What  strange  perplexities  arise, 

401 

When  restless  on  my  bed  I  lie, 

142 

While  shepherds  watch  their  flocks  by  hight) 

494 

When  the  blest  day  of  Pentecost, 

552 

I 


